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PART IIL

Association Records of the
Particular Baptists of the West Country to 1659

Editorial Note

The major sources for the present section are the two tracts
published by Thomas Collier’, probably in 1658, and discovered some
years ago by Dr. G. F. Nuttall>. Since one tract prints the associated
messengers’ answers to their churches’ queries and the other their
letters it has been decided to reprint the material in the same way
rather than to link each letter immediately with the queries and their
answers supplied by the same meeting.

In addition, three manuscripts have been used. First, the well
known account, by John Thurloe’s agents, of the meeting held at
Dorchester in May 1658 of which no Baptist record appears to survive.
Then, secondly, the Lyme, Dorset, Churchbook has been used both to
supplement Collier’s materials in certain particulars and further to
supply both a letter dealing with his ‘ordination’ and an account of the
meeting held at Wells in May 1659. Finally, the Whitchurch manu-
script copy of the record of an earlier meeting at Wells, in April 1656,
has provided a list of the churches whose representatives attended.

This set of records shows churches from Gloucestershire to Corn-
wall linked together under the general leadership of Thomas Collier.
With their answers to the queries presented by the churches the
messengers were continuing to provide, as the Midlands records have
already indicated, a body of case-law for the guidance of their people.
Through the letters to the churches, beneath the bland usages of ‘the
language of Canaan’, there is a continued emphasis upon the need for
holy living, for evangelism, for the member congregations to realise
their fellowship in one body and, sounding through them all, an
undertone of expectancy, of millenarian excitement, entirely typical
of many sectaries in the years from which these records derive.
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54  ASSOCIATION RECORDS OF THE WEST COUNTRY TO 1659

THE WEST COUNTRY RECORDS

f::e;‘gl a;'gsolutwns and answers of queries, sent in from several
gregations, at several general meetings of messengers from the said

congregations, in the county of So :
ey y of Somerset and the counties near

The First was at Wels the 8th and 9th daies of the 9th moneth 1653.

Query 1. Wh_ethcr that imposition of hands on all baptized
vers be an ordinance of Christ under the Gospel?

Answer: 1. That there is no i i
: - That t precept nor president in the Gospel
géeglf'l:st for the imposition of hands on all baptized believers, and
e rr:xf: dwg cannot judge it to be an ordinance of Christ, it being
e y the Apostles when it was don on believers as believers,
Lo ba »}x)ray of present power of faith for the confirmation of the
o zf:: s vt e visible demonstration of the guifts of the Spirit, as other
sl wa‘:atbl’x theél_m way of instituted ordinance, as other ordi-
o 8.15-1’8, e1r9e.6'cmg no word left for our practice thereof, Heb.2.3f,
2. That the practice or not i i
r practice thereof is no ground of the
lt)}:;z:lch of communion amongst or in the churches, andgwc do desire
gonIe may submit unto it upon any such account.
-+t 1s concluded and desired that the church i
It is ( es that stand In
g})lglwsglpc;lvnhout it be very carefull how they permit any member
y church that ownes that practice to preach among them that

will not h P : C ,
they p(i'act(i)cl:(ei tfﬁgrc:lv.vshxp with them in all the ordinances of Christ as

belie

The second . .
the st monﬂi‘;ze;glszeetmg was at Wells the 26th and 27th daies of

Query 1. Whether the word addition, Acts 2.41,47, do import

any solemn act of the ch
& : urch towards the person i re his
recerving him to full communion? P bapficed. bele

scripfl\l;l:;” :31:1 o::se judge that the addition spoken of in that and other
baptized butpis ratr}l,Ot any solemn act of the church towards the person
of the visible nu bet rrcllade use of as a word to discover the increase
persons are b imber added to the Church. Yet, in some case, viz., if

are baptized at a distance from the church and so commended

to the church, then we j
- judge that :
be don in l'eCéiving of them?? Act: 9?;2;; solemn act of the church is to

Query 2. Whether withdrawing be a particular act to be per-

formed b :
admonitiozfl?a church of Christ toward a brother offending before

Answer: it is not the d ; ;
from a brot t the cuty of a Cl}l}rch of Christ to withdraw
oppormm-ty.her offending before admonition except in the want of
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Query 3. Whether a gross offender be to be rejected before
admonition?

Answer: not before admonition, nor at all, if the evil be repented
of, II Cor. 12.20f, Tit. 3.10, repentance being the end of all church
dealings and censures. If the end be attained before rejection we know
no rule to reject. Yet, in such cases, the church ought to have full
satisfaction of the truth of such repentance, by visible fruits, before
they admit such a person to full communion. Therefore we judge
that he may be set apart in such a case for a time, as in the case of
Miriam, Num. 12.14f., and as in the case of the leper, Lev. 14.3,8.

Query 4. Whether it be lawfull for a believer in the order of the
Gospel to mary one that is not in the same order?

Answer: we judge it to be most expedient, and most sutable
to the minde of God in scripture, that church members mary with
such as are in the same order with them, or at least with such as may
be judged godly, Gen. 6.1f; Deut. 3.7 with I Cor. 7.39, and, in this
case, it is desired that the churches should endeavour in the way of
love to prevent the contrary.

Query 5. Whether any brother in the church, having a gift,
though it be weak, may not in the church meeting have liberty
to exercise it, though many of the world be present?

Answer: we judge that any brother that is known to have a gift
may exercise it in the church, though some of the world be present:
and the church is to judge of her gifts, I. Cor. 14.23f,26,31.

Query 6. Whether laying on of hands be an ordinance of Christ
to be practised in his church on persons chosen to office in the church?

Answer: we judge that the ordination of ministers is an ordi-
nance of Christ in his church now in force, Tit. 1.5, Acts 14.23, and
ought to be performed with fasting and prayers and the laying on of
hands, Acts 6.6 and 13.3.

Query 7. Whether a woman may speak in the church at all, and
if at all, in what cases?

Answer: a woman is not permitted at all to speak in the church,
neither by way of praying, prophecying nor enquiring, I Cor. 14.34f,
I Tim. 2.11f, but, if any have a gift, we judge they may exercise it
in private, observing the rule mentioned, I Cor. 11.5.

Query 8. Whether a member satisfied in all the essentials of
worship in the church of Christ may upon any dissatisfaction touching
standing or kneeling in prayer, or any such like circumstance, with-
draw from that church with which he is a member?

Answer: we judge that no member may, upon any such circum-
stance in worship, absent himself from that church whereof he is a
member, because this were to binde where God hath left free and a
transgression of the command of Christ in not assembling with the
church, for his own tradition, Heb. 10.25, Mat. 15.3.
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The third general meeting was at Taunt 4
dayes of the 7th monetlz,gl654. unton the 181, 1901 and 2011

. Query 1. Whether the seting apart of any to administer officiall
in the church of Christ is not to be lc)ionc: by t%])at church of which thg
person set apart is a member?
skeid ‘?cr)l:t‘}v)c; ¢ L Thatit is in the power of the church to ordain and
2 e aplaey mdllmster to the world, Acts 13.2f. Secondly, that this
them and the(}):r witt}? ﬁhe world apd gathering churches, he ought with
Acts 14.23, Tit 1.5, im to ordain fit persons to officiate among them,
Query 2. Whether any ought to baptize, and not add the part
i > y
?:Ié;lrz;d todtl;l%_lt church. of which the par?y baptizing is a mcmee,r or
Arrlr;‘e;rl - by epistle to some other church to walk with?
exhort thecr. Whogoev.cr doth baptize any person ought withall to
church of wﬁ?rﬁc)& aptized by him speedily to joyn himself to that
of ‘Chtist an dlc. e baptizer is a member or to some other true church
his faith > In order thereunto, is to give him a letter testimonial of
aé and baptism, Acts 2.41f, and 9.26ff,
ousnes: (é:)ybs.a That inasmuch as the Apostle layeth down covete-
such a one ma Sll)n’ élfld a ground 0f_w1thdrawing from a brother, how
person? ¥ be discovered, convicted and dealt with as a covetous
Jer. ﬁ’.‘f?";; selc' Ei‘he.r in getting and not by right, [I] Thess. 4.6,
it may be in ,th ondly, in a[n] over eager pursuing after gain though
Prov. 28.20 or. thic of his lawfull calling, I. Tim. 6.9f., Luke 21.34,
calls for it u T, thirdly, in a close keeping what he hath when the Lord
Query 5" any opportunity, Gal. 6.10, Prov. 3.27f,1 Jn. 3.17.
Christ only a cther any are to be received into the church of
and assenty pon a bare confession of Christ being come in the flesh
Answg:g. to ththe doctrine and order laid down by him?
declaration of €y may not be admitted on such terms without a
through the w acrl1 CprCrlmental work of the Spirit upon the heart,
evident tokensm(-) ; of the Gospel and sutable to it, being attended with
and brethren or hCOm;lersmn, to th_e s?tisfaction of the administrator
19.18, Luke 6.44f.,u1r\§at.cgr.1;?_mCd In it, Acts 8.37, Rom. 10.9f., Acts
somleffg ff).r Eﬂggther the .Chu.rch of Christ is not to consider of
and long haij fa It and hair, inasmuch as costly habit of women
Angswern- oI men are both forbidden in the scripture?
with gold, éarlwc lcllldgc that Christians are not to adorn themselves
to shew allpsob gl DAL I. Tim. 2.9, I. Pet. 3.3, but they arc
manner of th erness and modesty in the matter of apparel and in the
: ¢ putting of it on not fashioning themselves like unto
. 1.8, and so much the rather because of

11.7,14, we judge it the d i
offence thereby, I. Cor. 101.13t§f
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Query 6. Whether a servant of the Lord may purpose what to
speak to the world or to the church beforehand and search the
scriptures concerning it?

Answer: we judge that he may lawfully, and it is his duty, to
wait on the Lord in the reading and meditating on the scriptures, as
opportunity and occasion gives him liberty, and whatsoever the Lord
is pleased to give in both for matter and manner, he may communicate
to others as the Spirit gives him utterance, IT Tim. 2.15,3.17, Eccles.
12.9f. yet notwithstanding by this we deny not the immediate ministry
of the Spirit of Christ in the churches.

Query 7. Whether a church of Christ having a member in debt
above what he is worth it be their duty to free him from that debt or
only to administer towards his maintenance?

Answer: wec judge that it is the duty of the church not only to
relieve such a brother in his necessity but likewise according to their
abilities to pay his debt, provided it doth not disable them in the
performance of more necessary duties, such as respect both family and
church, Gal. 6.2, I. John 3.16f., I. Cor. 12.26, II Cor. 8.13f. Moreover,
we advise that when persons are to be admitted into the church, whose
cstates arc suspected, that strait enquiry be made whether they be in
debt or no and, if in debt, how far and by what means. And, if evil
appear in the party indebted in bringing himself into debt, then care
be taken that his repentance be made manifest before his reception
into the church. Likewise, we judge that the deacons or other persons
intrusted by the church are to make enquiry after the courses and
imployments, together with the expences of those members that are
justly observed to be in a declining condition in the world, and if they
refuse to give an account herein, then to be dealt with as froward
persons, Psalm 101.4. And it’s likewise desired that tender respects
be had to the reputation of such persons.

Query 8. Whether a member of a church having a family and
the whole family be in want, it be the duty of the church to provide
for the whole family or for the member alone?

Answer: it is the churches duty to provide for their member
according to his necessity, Gal. 6.10, and it is the member’s duty to
provide for his family.

Query 9. Whether a member varying from the faith which at his
admission he profest, as in respect of free will, general redemption,
and falling from grace, the church may proceed to reject him without
some other occasion? .

Answer: a person holding general redemption, free will, and
falling from grace, stifly persisting therein, with an unquiet and dis-
turbing spirit, notwithstanding the clear light of the scripture brought
against his errour to convince him, after due admonition, is to be
rejected, I. Tim. 6.3,5, Tit. 3.10, Ro. 16.17. And our advice is, that
ministering brethren be much in holding forth such truths as may
strike against such errors. Also that, in case of need, help be called for
from other churches to deal with such persons, Acts 15.2,25f.
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Query 10. Whether distinct
Quer : parts of one and the same church
meeting in several assemblies, by reason of the distance of their habi-

tation, having ministring b
rethren
break bread together? 5 Fmene them, may. warmantabl

Answer: .
-, We can see no rule transgressed by such a practice;

onel i -
cleagianVCO fdiets.lre to wait on the Lord for further light for the full

The fourth general meet;
ing was as at Brid
19th dayes of the second moneth, 16§5 b AR e iR S O

u .
amon(é tclgml.myhmhcr A Church of Christ, having no officers clected
stration of a’n % mtwnhsmnd",‘gs appoint members for the admini-
qualificati IR0 aH.Of the ordinances of Christ? And. if so, what
10ns are required for such a member so appointcci?

A . . p

may, v?ist:cfﬂe :s;:'hurch of Christ having no officers setled among them
hand of God in thls-t ance of those that have been instrumental in the
the ministry as :;r gathering, set apart such brethren to the work of
according to the scr'e In some good measure, qualified and gifted
L. Tim. 10,5 5o “PUre upon trial in order to further establishment,
Acts 6.3, 1. Tim 3 T?t ?Uallﬁcatlons we judge to be according tO
stration of ordinance it. 1.6f. But, to appoint a person for the admini-

nde not clear in S In the church, not being in order to office, we
cases. scripture, yet we conclude it not unlawfull in all

ue s
If so,chergl“zrlaat\xi/th Stiey singing of psalms be an ordinance of Christ.
what is meant by ltsl;cand 12 What manner it is to be performed, and
spiritual songs? words exprest, Col. 3.16, psalms, hymns and
Answer - s o]
to be per\gs:rhef i ;l‘h at singing of psalms is an ordinance of Christ,
Eph. 321, T In the church of Christ by the saints, Ps. 65.1,149.1
Secondl Cor. 14.15, James 5.13, Heb. 2.12.
Y, Singing is, when the soul being possest with the appre-

hension of the
to his praise, Iiooggis;;mlc} mercy of God, doth make a joyfull noise

Thirdly, this j .
Loidiis hisyp 1s 1s performed in the church, first, in speaking to the

rest may say, IK:;%“ afid én this for one to speak and that so as that the

ness and goodness of G or. 14.15f. Secondly, in speaking of the great-
: ot God one to another to his praise, Col. 3.16, Eph.

songs i 3 tha(t)fby psalm;, hymns and spiritual

or ist B praise as fo tw. i

and fur:;she:ngeal(}a ;%;n;ale glgc;;l. This is that which o *‘;Se;?,f:?fj b

when he shal] pour forth [rangre o‘i’lthwalt on the Lord for further light

is Spirit
Query 3. Whether j T ok
Iy 3. tb
Prayer with his family if the:ettl::
Answer: it is neither the d

duty of a church member to joyn in
no behev;r in the family or present?
uty nor liberty of a believer to joyn
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in prayer with his family if there be no believer in the family but
himself because, as the worship of the Lord is spiritual so are his
worshippers, Jn.4.23f. Yet we judge that a master of a family,
when he doth instruct and teach his family, may pray for them before
them, Gen. 17.18 with John 11.41f., Acts 7.59f.

Query 4. How far we may receive the testimony of the world
against a brother offending?

Answer: the testimony of such as are without may be received
so far as in the wisdom of the church it appeareth to be a satisfactory
testimony, I. John 5.9.

Query 5: Whether church-membership in the wife and faithfull
children be qualifications absolutely necessary to such brethren as are
appointed to officiate in the church?

Answer: it is required of the Lord that the wife of the elder be
in subjection, I.Tim. 3.4, that the wife of the deacon be grave,
sober, no slanderer, faithfull in all things, 1.Tim. 3.11, which faith-
fulness, for ought we yet see, may be meant of faithfulness upon a civil
account. And that the children be faithfull, that is, faithfully sub-
jecting themselves to their parents, not charged with riot or unruly.
For, were they not so, it might give just ground of dissatisfaction
concerning his fitness to take care of the church of Christ. These
things we judge the Lord hath required. But, if the wife or children
of the clder be unruly and it appears that the fault is not in him, that
he should therefore be judged unfit, we do not at present determine
because of the word, I. Tim. 3.5.

Query 6. Whether a baptized person, walking in fellowship with
unbaptized persons, may administer any ordinance in the church of
Christ and, if one, why not all?

Answer: we know no rule in scripture for such a practice. And,
farther, we judge the ministring brethren should walk most exactly to
the rule, that they might be exemplary to others in drawing them
to, and keeping them in, the truth. IT Cor. 6.3, I Tim. 4.12, Phil 3.17.

Query 7. Saints being assembled together to observe a day of
thanksgiving to the Lord, in what manner they are to observe it?

Answer: they are to observe it in a way of praising the Lord by
speaking to him and of him, I Chron. 16.4, 7-10, Ps. 35.18, Heb 13.15.
As also in a moderate refreshing of their bodies with the creatures
if they are free to it, wherein they are especially to remember the poor
and needy saints, Neh, 8.12, Esther 9.22.

Query 8. Whether it be a duty required of an elder in the church
to anoint the sick with oyle according to James 5.14?

Answer: we being not fully satisfied of the minde of the Lord
in this scripture desire to be silent in it untill we have received further
light from the Lord. And, in relation to this and other things in which
we want light from the Lord, we desire the churches to be earnest
with the Lord for the powrings forth of his Spirit more abundantly,
Luke 11.13.
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Query 9. Whether it be an ordinance i isciples to
wash Aone another’s feet, according to John lgflg‘]rm ror il
diSCipl::l:vﬁirn'l ‘l_we understand that Christ in that scripture teacheth
it L1ty and to serve each other in love and, if need call for

» 10 wash each other’s feet, Heb. 13.1, I. Pet. 5.5.
for tthucclll‘t};rcll?'toWhEt?cr it be according to the minde of the Lord
or to ;ssist the Chzexzheso?r th an elder to preach the Gospel to the world
nswer: we judge that the dod 1
be . . y may so do provided that the church
norsct)hgrgf‘l,ﬁiﬁ for in the mean time that neitl;lcr God be dishonoured
Pl COmmwrongcd. Thgt they may do it our grounds are: first,
but one body tﬁn membership that is in all the churches all make up
should aSSiSt}e %Ugh many, therefore, as members of that body they
Sccondly oo Other, Acts 8.14, 11.22, 15.22 with I Cor. 12.251.
gifts of Go d ot a; common interest that all the churches have in the
God give ple%lltifegu orth in the church it being but one in the Head. If
the tryal of the libeee o2 20 but sparingly in others it may be for
trial of the pati 1berality of the one in the right use of it, and for the
judge that if it be & of the other, Eph. 4.11f., Gal. 6.10. Thirdly, we
poral things thate't ¢ duty of the churches to assist each other in tem-
clear, IT Co’r 8 11511?4thelr duty llk_ewiSc in spiritual things. The first is
sent with the outward | Fourthly, if the most usefull brethren may be
gift if the case be ard gift, Acts 11.29f., much more with the spiritual
duty both of ch as 1;8 exprest before, Acts 15.22. Fifthly, it being the
in which the maurc dnc elders to improve their talents that way
part with sug’h any 111(1108t glorify God, if the church at such a time can
most need. And tﬁ' er, then he may most honour God where there is
God may be most Lsosgs‘r?drstlf? B A L B 0 the wotld; if
e S e ey e T o 1

The fifth general :
daies of the 8¢h m’g;:f;:&;g;l; at Chard the 24th, 25th, 26th and 27th

Two daies wa i ;
of gifctzs of the Spirsispent in fasting and prayer for a greater measure
uery 1.
John ZO-g,IMXhlcgthler tge power of the keys spoken of in Mat. 16.19,
the church? "7% De given to the church or to the eldership in

III John 9., Acts 15, 4V;1?fh 1ts eldership, Mat. 18.17f,, I. Cor. 5.4f.,
uery 2. Wh 2
are to instt the Oether : ChurC.h of Christ in her election of clders
appoint some forr:e:::ehrinogf atlelilds]c‘)rrlr% afnd rulling in them all alike or to
Answer: it i ¢ for ruling sutable to their gift?
Cl:lurch’_ therefo S usithe office of 0 their g1
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Acts 20.17,28, Heb. 13.7,17, 1. Peter 5.1f. Yet sutable to the gift are
they to be most exercised, I.Tim. 5.17.

Query 3. A member having sinned greatly and the church
sending to admonish him, whether they may appoint him a day when
to tender his repentance to the church, he having not spoken anything
thereof to them? Or whether the church is to leave him in respect of
time to his own liberty and to God’s work upon his heart?

Answer: a person having so sinned and being openly reproved
and admonished in the church and if the church cannot presently
determine whether he repent or not, they may appoint him a day
wherein to come before them in order to their satisfaction, either to
acquit him of his fault on satisfactory repentance or else to reject him,
Mat. 18.13,17, Lev. 5.10, I. Cor. 5.5,7.

Query 4. Whether Christ Jesus our Lord dyed for all and every
man or for the elect only, and if for all, then how far?

Answer: our Lord Christ dyed for all and every man, Heb. 2.9,
first, to reconcile all to God so as to have their being continued by
him, Col. 1.20. Secondly, and that repentance and remission of sins
might be preacht in his name to all men, Luke 24.47, Mark 16.15f.
Thirdly, that so he might be Lord of all, Rom. 14.9, Phil. 2.8f.
Fourthly, that he might raise all from the dead in the order and times
appointed by the Father, I. Cor. 15.21ff. Yet he died not intentionaly
alike for all, Jn. 17.12, I. Tim. 4.10, Heb. 2.10, Is. 53.11.

Query 5. Whether the creature may be used at any time for
pleasure and delight or only for necessity ?

Answer: believers are not limited by the Lord in the use of the
creature to use them only for necessity nor may they use d}cm only
for sensual pleasurc and delight, but God hath given to his people
a necessary, moderate and sober use of the creatures, to receive and
usc them to his praise with thanksgiving, Gen. 9.3, Neh. 8.10, Zech.
7.6, Prov. 25.16, I. Tim. 4.3f., I. Cor. 10.31.

Query 6. Whether it be lawfull for baptized believers to hear a
person in the exercise of his gift preaching as a parochial or national
minister ?

Answer: it is unlawfull, upon these grounds following: first,
because there is an appearance of evil in it, in conforming to the
worship of those men which we are commanded to separate from,
II Cor. 6.17, II Tim. 3.5, Rev.18.4, Prov.19.27. Secondly, in so
doing weak members are emboldened to sit down under that false
ministery and thereby are in a ready way to be seduced, I. Cor. 8.9f.
Thirdly, because they walk according to their own prpfessed principles,
they walk disorderly in justifying the wicked for believers and persons
in covenant, by declaring it to be the priviledge of believers to have
their children baptized; and then apply it to the children of such who
have no mark of faith upon them and therefore are to be witnessed
against as persons walking disorderly and by their practice condemn
their own principles, Rom. 14.22,16.17f. Fourthly, by such a practice
they strengthen their hands in their present standing and acting in a
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:;;(:;? lth\:ay wherein they are found contrary unto and warring
ministers d tzqe ministry and churches of Christ, against which such
such a ra(;i itterly ‘Pvelgb and often raile. Fifthly, because that by
brethrerpl wch ce they give a just occasion of offence to the rest of their
whichiis: o 0 In judgement and conscience cannot own such a practice
el dote Sonftrar}}'1 to I Cor. 10.32. Sixthly, it is a consenting to the
foite refgo I‘l'(;l estCa aSrtalge the word of God into their mouthes and hate
for, lgalm 50.1,6f.,p l])n?‘ilg.gl-tlrljem METHAE“Sihich. Gad. eeproveih i
uery 7. Whether a member of a

: church may make or sell

tnneckssary things such as only tend to pride and van?ty?

Answer: i i
Commendefir. this question Was not resolved, but [I] Peter 3.14
to the consideration of the churches.

The sixth general meetin

the second moneth, I656g was at Wels the 8th, 9th and 10th daies of

o S;:irx};lalih tt‘.\’r(l’hcthcr it be lawfull for a minister of the Gospel to
b o enance for preaching of those that are without, whether
% Sv};;ezfchmg to the world or to the church? ’
doetnte thl;:' l:,e Jdege that a preacher of the Gospel ought not to
foie s o Ena(i:;tgnaa Minister to a parish, or lecturer, or chaplin, or
s tggt b ;1:1::: from those that are without for preaching,
irst, .
S rr; inl?;:tceargse fGod hath provided another way for the maintenance
Christ, 11T Jn 7f° the Gospel, viz., by the church or churches of
e L Cor.4.7-18, Phil.4.15. And the taking of
. m others would t})]e a }fransgression of that ordinance;
of suffici X I church which sends them forth be not
e ablhtcﬁg We judge that it’s the duty of otﬁg cohurchcs to
e exposed to 1 a case, that the ministers of the Gospel may not
that, such is then;gF? ty of the grng: And of this we are g
tity of the churches that, if they be faithfull and

forward in the work
thus provided foravfllglfgs% not great things for themselves, they may

the servants of me
liberty to follow th[: II_,loSc(l)r. 7.23, and so will be deprived of their

liberty of min: ord freely and fully in hj that
! n_llmster: ;Vfagldge ought to be dzarer uﬁtowt?}:gﬁ 13hnz:1n alny
And seeing that all sainte -y o though [sic] life itself, Acts 20.24.
aints and ministers especially are to p;ray that the

s S prrun and have free course, IT Thess. 3.1, then they
nter iqto such bonds which by
m and it is to be noted also that

each ought not to e

sa i
d experience Proves a snare unto the
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wisdom’s messengers are said to be maidens or virgins, Prov. 9.3,
which sheweth their freedom in the work of the Gospel.

Thirdly, it stops the mouth of a minister from bearing an open
and full testimony against the practice of the parish ministers who,
Balaam like, run after the reward and, seeing this is the way of the
ministry of the whore of Babylon, it becometh not Christ’s ministers
to follow the reward whither that goeth thither to go.

Fourthly, it hath the appearance of that horrible sin of covetous-
ness and preaching for hire and selling of the gift of God for money,
which is contrary to these scriptures, I Thess.5.22, Mic.3.11,
Acts 8.20.

Fifthly, to these considerations we add the command of our
Saviour to his disciples whom he sent forth to preach the Gospel to
the world, Freely ye have received freely give, Mat. 10.7f. These things
considered we judge that it is the duty of a church whose ministers
take such set rewards of the world for preaching to endeavour to
convince them of the said evil and, if they continue and go on in this
practice, the Church ought to deal with such for the same, as 'Ehat
which gives occasion to the enemies of the truth to reproach and just
ground of offence to the church of Christ, contrary to L Cor. .10.32f.
We conclude our answer with the proposal of these three things to
the consideration of the churches and ministers concerned in this
matter :

1. Whether some brethren have not, without any clear call from
God, taken up a trade of preaching to get into a trade of maintenance?

2. Whether the large rewards allotted by the world for preaching
the word be not a means to draw off divers ministering brethren from
the service of the Lord in the churches whereby many offences come?

3. Whether a man may justly be judged, by himself or others,
to be called of God to go about to preach the‘word as a Gospcl
minister that hath not faith to believe that.Go'd will be with him and
provide that nothing shall be lacking to him in the work?

Query 2. Whether it be lawfull to take money upon usury in €asc
of necessity, and, if so, how far the necessity must extend?

Answer: it seems to us unexpedient for a church-member to take
money upon usury, except a clear necessity compel him thereunto.

1. Because it is of evil report.

2. Because it is an offence to brethren.
3. Because it strengthens the hands of usurers. Wherefore we

judge also that the churches of Christ should disswade their members
from it and to take care to prevent them what in them lieth from
coming into such wants and straits as may put them upon such a
practice.

Query 3. Whether baptism be absolutely necessary to an orderly

church communion? ]
Answer: we judge it so to be, because it’s sutable to the declared
will and ordinance of Jesus Christ, Mat. 28.19f., Acts %.38,41, 10.48.
Secondly, it’s the clear and trodden paths of saints that have
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gon before us whos ; :

L. Cor. 11.1, Cant. cl,sst,eps we judge it our duty to follow, Acts 2.41,
Chrisrf kimdly’.l.t’s the duty of those that believe in Christ to put on
from thg a visible way of profession by which they are distinguished
baptism axjozidp:gégl: grgfessio;l or puting on is entred intp b_y onc
church of Christ, Eph.e4.5,th}I::l:_ agp_gf;'le as an argument to unite in the

3CCMI:‘1?::?(1)Y;]-];[ H;UCh concerns those who profess Christ to walk
Acts 3.22, II. T}I{u ¢ of God in scriptures in faithfulness to the Lord,

ess. 2.15 without which they cannot with clearness

ﬁd 1c50r11:)f°§ approve themselves either to G);d or men, Ps. 119.6;

A hr fI&:xpf:ct the blessing and promise of God to his people
lly follow him in this his will, Acts 2.38,5.32.

The 7th ; X
moneth, Igg'e;,tmg at Bridgewater the Sth and Gth daies of the 9t

Query 1. .
churches SypccdiIWthhcr It be an absolute duty now lying on several

'y to send forth persons fitt d good
WOrkAof preaching the Gospel t(l)) the worlde?cl S et

e ’Udgfm‘é dmt be adduty and at this time much to bg
to the work of : 0 send forth such brethren as are fitte
be saved, preaching the Gospel to poor sinners that they might

1. That iy

28.18f., aﬂgtl;;stiedlcl?:; al;pcars by the commission of Christ, Mat.

s (152 501 1, T M. Ghiise gecordlng
X t 142 2. = .

God hath s:t ll)te?olgow ‘o be performed appears by the open door that

Jn. 435 Mat ¢ §71f15, Acts 16.9f., the fields being white to harvest

Iniquity®, >/1. and the abounding also of the mystery ©

Query 2. Stand ¢
wearing o}f’ goldWhLRas 1t hath been judged by the churches that the
> pearls and costly aray is contrary to the rule of the

Gospel a el
nd a sin, if breth i
what ¢ > I brethren and sisters wi in thi

ourse may a church ke i the. thing>n0t reform in this matter,

Answer: we jud
to be dealt witha] ]:s ge that those who wilfully refuse to reform are

L Pet. 33f. Yer we gogipe g0t Of the law of Christ, I. Tim. 2.9,

ith & esi : :

with in a]] Sweetness tlre dthat persons in this case may be proceeded
Cll'learly and generally l,mdegs:;n L sy Sngsuffering it being not s0
that are more contrary to th lighy 8 S3Ints to be a sin as other sins

Query 3. T
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Query 4. Whether astrology in matters of physick be lawfull?

Answer: we cannot at present determine this question but desire
to waite on the Lord for further light in it. Nevertheless we desire the
brethren may be very cautious how they meddle with the practice of it
and that:

1. Because if it be prosecuted to the utmost it leads unto and
ends in that which is evil and that such evil which (as it is judged) the
scriptures condemn.

Secondly, because that several brethren which have known and
practiced the same formerly have left the practice of it upon the
accounting the evil which they saw in the same.

Thirdly, because it’s very hard to practice any part thereof
without bringing damage to the profession of the Gospel by an evil
report.

Query 5. What is the saints’ most proper and special work at
this day?

Answer: besides the acknowledged works of faith and holiness
that becomes the house of God in all generations so much more to be
heeded in these latter daies as the departure from the faith and great
iniquity aboundeth and the coming of the Lord draweth nigh, we
judge it doth much concern the saints: ‘ ]

First, to cry mightily unto the Lord and wait upon him for the
Spirit to be powred forth: for the bringing down of Babylon and the
building of Zion in all the truths and appointments of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Secondly, to be found in the Lord’s way, not only by prayer and
by sclf-denying endeavours to the utmost, that the everlasting Gospel
may be preached to poor sinners that they may be saved, especially
to the anciently beloved people of God the seed of Abraham according
to the flesh. ) .

Thirdly, being grounded and rooted in the faith and love of the
Gospel, a diligent search be made in the fear of the Lord into the
prophesies that open unto us the work of the Lord and duty of his
people in the latter daies wherein we desire these cautions may be
observed : ) -

First, that saints be very wary and weighty in their spirits how
they receive any apprehensions that seem to lead us besides plain and
positive scripture grounds of practice. -

Secondly, to be very humble and self )ugiglng in all such inquiries,
taking heed how they censure and despise onc another in their
differing apprehensions least they be wise in their own conceits and
least they decline from the power of godliness through intruding into
things that are not seen as yet and not keeping the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. _je )

Thirdly, we desire that when any distinct apprehensions are
attained there may appear in such brethren a willingness to propose
them for examination as there is opportunity to the more strong and
searching brethren, who attend on the word and prayer, ere they
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engage their weak brethren j ;
. ! en 1n such questi e to
judge as yet in such Y s q ons that are not abl

uery 6. ‘What is e o5 .
: . : the saints’ du W, at
this day in this nation? ty towards the magistrate

Answer:
fourty foffftrh‘ ar‘gzlereffefhthosc concerned herein for answer to the
parts®, of the confession of faith of the churches in these

uer )
placecio njllezt' inw hether a church of Christ, being in a strait for a
place and Obtain" may address themselves to a magistrate for such a

Answer: t}:ng 1T, may return the thanks of the church to him?
weighed this.quesii messengers of the churches in these parts, having
on, cannot at present judge but that a church may

send to a magij i i
i fglst'rate in the case mentioned and having obtained it may
$ for it. This is our present light.

The 8th meet;
second monet;zr,lg]?_g;_at Chard, the 16th, 17th and 18th daies of the

ue
the fz?ith rgncll' bygeﬂ:fr or not that a company of people converted to
of Christ as thatp thze and living at such a distance from the church
not to be establj heé' cannot assemble conveniently with them, ought
have no minist shed a church of Christ by themselves though they
nisterial gifts among them. And, if so, then whether or no

: ool as l?y the Lord made usefull or instrumental
up gifts among thern g take care of them till the Lord hath raised
and not to forbear their settlement as a church

Christ untill they be furnished with gifts among

house? carying on of all the administrations of God’s
Answer: we do ;
0 .
though they haye not,u§%C et ey being 5 competent number

a church of Chri i :
G . ist having th of
od hath inabled to carry on the “lrgrgk oc; %séztaamncing

they e so .
provided fo :
FELSTUE A s ey 35 e R o i gathesing:

Query 2. W i
ether a believer’s abstaining from the company of

and eating with i :

or bojt\h? a0 Impenitent person be before, or after, rejection
nswer:
: gious fellowship is especially
b 50 fas 11, and also that the saints
Pentance, abstaj oL ar as may tend to work shame and
withdrawin fi . society with them during the time of
Qe e on too, Eph. 5.11, II Thess. 3.14,
Yy 3. Th

all her members ;tetthv(;‘lig?hei Ct}}:l;;Ch of t?hriSt is bound to relieve
are bound to relieve all their

‘
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families or rather to assist them to look to the Magistrate for a supply
for them according to the law of the nation and whether the pro-
fession of the Gospel will be any waies dishonoured by such a
practice?

Answer: we judge that a church of Christ may address them-
selves to the magistrate without any just occasion of offence or
reproach to the Gospel or name of Christ.

Query 4. How far it may be lawfull for a sister having a
husband not in order to dispose of outward substance for the church
of Christ without his knowledge or consent therein?

Answer: we judge that a sister may lawfully and that it is her
duty to dispose of outward substance and that for these reasons:

first, because the law of God hath given the wife an interest
in her husband’s estate, being made one flesh with him, Gen. 1.17,28f.,
5.2, Acts 5.8f.

Secondly, this appears by the practice of holy women recorded
in the scriptures, I. Sam. 25.18, II Kings 4.8, Luke 8.2ff.

Thirdly, believing women as well as men are created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, Eph. 2.10, and it’s held as a property of a
good woman to be stretching forth her hand to the poor and needy,
Prov. 31.11, 20, I Tim. 2.10. L )

Fourthly, God hath promised a blessing in the faithfull per-
formance of this duty, which he hath nowhere excluded the women
in this case from Mat. 21.34 to the end, Eccl. 11.1ff, Mat. 10.42,
II Kings 4.13-6. Yet in this matter we desire that wisdom may be
exercised that so the name of the Lord, the honour of truth and her
own peace as much as in her lieth may be preserved, Col. 4.5,
Prov. 31.11f. . ]

Query 5. Whether a man dissatisfied with an act in the church
may leave his place in the church during the time of the churches
proceedings in that business? . ] Lo

Answer: if a member do so in heat and passion we judge it his
sin of which he ought to repent. But, if in tenderness of conscience
in peace, we judge it weakness and to have the appearance of evil in
it and therefore should by the church be tenderly dehorted from such
a practice, Col. 3.8, Phil, 2.2ff. y

Query 6. Whether it be unlawfull or contrary to any rule in the
New Testament for baptized believers to hear a person that hath
received a gift from the Lord, which gift hath. been blgst by the Lqrd
to the conversion of sinners and to the confirming of saints in the faith
of Christ, being of a holy and grave conversation, and denying wholy
the world’s waies and which, though not yet baptized, yet so far from
opposing that ordinance that he is 'eamestly longing and diligently
waiting for further information therein to the end he may not practice
the same formally but in the power of him into whose name believers
ought to be baptized? .

Answer: for the hearing of such a person when the church is not
assembled, as we desire to be very tender and cautious in our con-
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clusions in such g case,
concerned in this matter to
Secondly, but for such

s0 we do carnestly desire the brethren
look to their rule for such a practice. 0
€l a person to be permitted to preach in the
church assembled, we judge it altogether without rule, and of
ang;rous concernment and that for these grounds:
T~ S;:gi;ut;? we 1’;11‘6 to keep close to the commands of Christ and
Ing that is not i ., Acts
3'23’SC°L e i, expressly forbidden, Mat. 28.19f.,
econdly, because it is a disorder] i i the
> y practice, being contrary to
;2120 oIf: the Gospel, I Thess. 3.6, compared wi‘t:h 2.15, I Cor.
0. or, if disorder in a person duly received into communion may

hlnd . . . - . 1 i i
bihdey him from administring in the ‘church, much more will it him
at was never orderly received,

Thirdly, because that such a

; practice, being contrary to the rule,
y offensive to the ch . 2 y 4

urches and saints and so is contrary
to that(,)ulrt(lii)r. 10.31, Ro. 14.14, 11 Cor, 8.12, Ro. 16.17.
confusion Y,thCausc 1t will prove the ready way to disorder and
14.33: for%;gde-chumhes of Christ and therefore not of God, I Cor-
i Clgles i sl:ig;t, the author of confusion but of peace as in all the
likewislgtgtl}%’crlt tr}?ay Prove a means to hinder the person himself and
the truth andsals::)t Séee‘fa“ing at Zion’s gates from their obedience to
that are already in thegtru?h,ol\"zai.sr;%m (Reent. iy e feaets of mhose
t laicth the church who ownes such a practice liable to

i

the unsoundn,

ess and err, i :

truth, who ordinarily ours of disorderly persons standing out of the

Christ thep persons starz'mor.c subject to receive principles contrary to
Part already both ip tsn INg In the truth. And this seems to us to be in
this query who, g5 iy oo o1 Presented and in the persons presenting
the Lord ip his’ordinaSQems 10 us, owns it to be a formal thing to obey
€0 him but logk goe L2268 UPon the account of faith in Christ and love

a greater power, which principle we desire the Lord

to deliver hj
ice is dioeapn 10m. Wherefore, as our judgement is, that such a

1sorderly and gq con i

Mmmunijon :
 Asver: for et 1. Prophesic with unbaprized?
said in answer to the last queryls We refer you to some of those things

uery 8.
> at forbearance 5 church of Christ should exercise

towards an offend;
S nding member A : §
Professmg conscience ip the m:tf::rr ttl}:elr Jue dealing with him he still

0 stand a member in the body? ey differ about and still desireth

that so
me forbearance towards such a person there

—
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ought to be we grant but for the time we conceive that the church
with whom he walks is in best capacity to judge, they knowing the
causec and likewisc his temper of spirit and behaviour in such a
condition.

The 9th general meeting was at Tiverton in Devon the 15th and 16th
daies of the 7th month 1657.

Query 1°: Whether a man in any case in ruling over his wife may
lawfully strike her? I

Answer: he ought so to rule over his wife in wisdom as that the
ordinance of God in point of ruling may be preserved and if it may be
by any means without striking of her such a proceeding being without
any pretext or example that we read of in the holy scripture.

Query 2. Whether a believer being head of a family now in these
daies of the Gospel may keep in his or her house any instrument or
instruments of musick playing on them or admitting others to play on
them?

Answer: it is the duty of the saints to abstain from all appearance
of evil and not make pryovision for the flesh to fulfill the lusts
thereof, Rom. 13.14, to redeem the time, Eph. 5.15f.,, and to do all
things to the glory of God, I Cor. 10.31, anc}, although. we cannot
conclude the use of such instruments of musick to be in all cases
unlawfull, yet we desire that saints would be very cautious l};egs}t] they
transgress the aforesaid rules in the use thereof and do that ‘tNh ich may
not be of good report and so give offence to their tende}' bre ren.

Query 3. There being a power given to the magistrates in some
cities and towns to tax the people for the maintenance of their
ministers and to distrain in case of non-payment, we desire your advice
what we ought to do in this matter? _ '

Answer: that at least they ought to bear a publick testimony
against it as a soule offending and oppressing yoke and, if lany have
faith to expose themselves to sufferings, by refusing utter ydtoG%a:jy
through a real scruple in tenderness of conscience only towards God,
we desire them to walk according to their faith and understanding
uprightly whatever they may suffer from men, WIF]LfmlTeéness com-
mitting themselves to God, as into the hands of a faithfull Creator.

rfasid he Lord, I have occasioned some few of

M ecious brethren in the Lord, I ha ; ]
these toyblzzrpri?]ted only for the churches’ benefit of our meeting, ‘bﬁmg
likewise desired by some brethren so to dg. I have, though not without
some pains and care, given a true and falghfull account in th1§ xgaqer
of all the meetings. But I trust I can say in truth it’s my soul’s desire
to serve the Lord and his people, so it be usefull to you I have my end

and remain, your poor brother uncessantly at the throne of grace for
Sion’s welfare Thomas Collier.

A;—
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The Preface

M .
the bret};uiifglty tﬁeloved in the Lord, at the desire and appointment of
and labour c:ndee general meeting at Tiverton I have, with some time
from the m,tissen ae‘r/oured the compiling and publishing of the epistles
except two® Whigh i 1ot Churche§ at the several general meetings (all
that the end of the b could not attain unto). And as I trust, I may say,
Performance there fret'hren in their desire, so I can say it’s mine in the
whose sake it is do s T spiritual advantage of the churches for
is, that you may r. one, and to them it is presented. My earnest desire
is intended thaty ac? ceive it in love and improve it to the end for which it
by the often mcet‘i,;:mage may come to your souls the more abundantly
backsliding times hgs of your brethren, especially in these evil and
in faithfulness to E;vogmn It concerns us so much the more abundantly
you of the abominat; arid to your souls to cry aloud unto and to warn
with sadness el :tlgns and evils of the times which we cannot but
inclined to, Qh 1y nb say thz}t’ professors are by nature too much
of a hill in 5 faithyfuurethren’,lts better to be as a beacon on the top
tude that think gajp gOHOng of the Lamb then to follow a multi-
godliness. My earpe and the honours and pleasures of this world to be
keep yourselves 4 st desire to you and to God for you is that you may
Spotted with the népfgted of the world hating the garment that is
contribute At esh. And if these endeavours of your brethren
Grace be with you Ellt(;\r;oengmd a work, I trust we have our end.

) i Thomas Collier.

The 7¢h day of the 941, Moneth, 1653

From the
messengers
churches of Christ etc.gGraco

Beloved brethren ip

f the churches assembled at Wells to the
e and peace be multiplyed.

gether to waitd(:g tll;org’ we being by common consent
€ Practice of Jayj ¢ Lord at Wells for satisfaction con-
assembled on the 6th apq ¥l£,g on of hands. And being accordingly
1 a serious, ang dayes of this moneth, spending part of
and the residue i qnfen . USh Sincere waiting in seeking the Lord
Lord had or woulq onference to see what particular satisfaction the
this result, gve 1n this matter and jp conclusion we came to

. FiI'St that sev
laying on of andse(r)al of the brethren are something of the minde that

n all bapti : 2 :
Ut yet they are not sati aptized believers is an ordinance of Christ.
er,

ight in +h: fi : ;
i g;cth lij{n att sfied but desire to wait on the Lord for further
. econdly, the m

dissatisfied jp, ’the im;f,;if-art of the brethren assembled are altogether
i residentl'?ci1 ‘:),f ha“ds, on all baptized believers seeing
POsItion of hands wig, £ Yarrant it but joyntly conclude that the
race In the church Or sent 'c}stmg and prayer (on such as are called to
an ordinance of Christ, orth to preach the Gospel to the world) is
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Thirdly, it’s likewise joyntly concluded that the practice or not
practice of it upon all baptized believers is no ground to make a breach
in communion, nor will any own it nor submit unto it upon any such
account,

Fourthly, it is concluded not to permit any member of any church
to preach in any of our congregations, that ownes that practice of
laying on of hands on all etc., except he be free to have communion
with that church in all the ordinances as they practice them.

Fifthly, it is concluded as a means to prevent divisions and
increase communion, as also to be instrumentally helpfull each to other,
that some of each church do meet again at Wells on the day commonly
called Easter-Monday and the day following. And we humbly desire
the churches to further it without fail, that we may wait further on
the Lord and seek his mind in relation to any particular occasion that
may concern any of the particular churches. Thus, our dearly beloved
brethren, have we in all faithfulness, as is our duty, giyen you a brief
account of this our present assembling together, dcsi.rm.g the God of
grace and peace to establish you in the truth, as it is in Jesus. And
that the Spirit of humility, love and peace may rest upon you and be
in you and establish you in every good word and work to the praise
and glory of God. That as everyone hath received so let him walk by
the same rule. But if any be contentious we have no such rule and
therefore we desire there may be no such practice in the churches of
Christ. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen. )

Subscribed by us the members of the several congregations
assembled at Wells aforesaid; and by us appointed to be pubhsl}cd
by our beloved brother, Thomas Collier.

The messengers of several churches in the county of Somerset and
of other adjacent counties assembled at Wells t{le 26 and 27 {lazes of
the first moneth, 1654 to the churches of Christ, etc., wish increase
of grace and peace.

Holy and beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, it is our joy to
consider the grounds we have to belicve that t!]e Lord. hath b'estowed
grace upon you and that not in vain. Your w1l_11.ngness in sending your
messengers to the general meeting to be enquiring of God concerning
his will about the great affairs of his house and kingdome give us
grounds so to judge. And truly brethren we can say through‘ grace that
we have obtained mercy from the Lord in this our assembl.mg and do
believe that it will be a means by which much honour will come to
the name of our dear Father and much good and peace to the
churches of Christ. We being at this time according to appointment
assembled together spent some time in a sqrious waiting upon the
Lord in prayer for his presence and blessing both upon us and
upon you, the fruit whereof we trust we may truly say we found
and have faith to believe that you shall finde it likewise. Afterward
the rest of our time by providence allotted us, we spent in debate
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ﬁ’]l(zl‘l” istneucvt,liﬂt::nderncsi, unity and love. And, we trust, we may say
ettt some clearness from scripture grounds concludc_d our
commend umoquenes sent into us from the several churches which we
Gsell Gitor 1you:'h serious consideration desiring that it may be
are ye, if g’ holgrf ¢ well ordering of the Lord’s house, whose housc
rethren w}:: trust ast and continue faithfull to the end. Our dear
kiiowie d’ge of Godwc ca; say that your stability and growth up in the
true desire and lon i father: and of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the
serving the Lord ging of our souls. And that for us to be faithfull In
rd and you his people and to be poor instruments in

urtherin : : :
of Christé_” your joy wil be our delight now and our joy in the day

T ;
he earnest desire of our souls for you is that our God who hath

counte . :
make )?Olz’(;uwvivl?'rthy of his calling and kingdome will be pleased t0
and glory of hislr;g people in every good word and work to the praise
hearts to a hol v;'ln grace. And that love and duty may engage your
daies and that (};:1 umble and obedient walking with God all your
together at suc}}lx timay be made willing to continue this our assembling
souls with you mamﬁs and places as shall be appointed. And that our
ments for his y be constantly waiting on the Lord in his appoint-
presence and blessing—which is the desires and prayers

of ou
W!lgm zvgoggr:rféﬁzlen and servants in and to the Lord for you. 10
with you all, Amen. you and rest. The grace of our Lord Jesus be

Signed i
gred in the name, and by the appointment of the whole.
Thomas Collicr.

The 18 day of the second moneth 1655

The mess
and other ad].a;e”’ieg);f tfeveral churches in the county of Somerset
of Christ ssemblin niies assembled at Bridgewater, to the churches
g 1 Dublin, Waxford [sic], Waterford or else-

a
where in [ ! :
kﬂowledge Z?ltgd desireth increase of grace and peace through the
r Lord Jesus Christ.

od our Father d
Dearly be] it 0y
oved
bitatli);;ﬂ;rrfg’ Tough you are set at a distance from us
Place of residence for the present time,

in respect of p
2 : :
Jet standing with yg tq our Father in

faith and in the by 1 the same relation, by the same
- eprof(:ssmn_a'nd worship, being baptized
ll; the grace that shal] be bro sahme Spirit, and are waiting together

rist, whqn we shall be pg UENt unto us at the revelation of Jesus

v : !
enly calling, we judge it not onely our
: etll:(riough the grace of Christ, that
erness and the glory of God
men i o i
by rtesas(:)itg?t }‘,N eakness and aptnesg tveiy.sens‘ble by our own experi-

Ao 1 at is in the sai i

W corruptions and the temptatsiacl)lr?st So;OSg:;Srf arSrz
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that we finde that it’s not onely necessary a duty and our priviledge
to remember each other at the throne of grace but likewise to be
remembrancers of each other to stir up and provoke each other to
love and to good works. That, as God hath honoured both himself and
us in shewing mercy, so we may honour him in an holy and inoffensive
walking shewing forth the fruits of faith to his praise.

Now, our beloved brethren, as we have heard of the stedfastness
of your faith and order, and your persevering in the way and work
of the Lord to our joy so likewise we cannot but in much tenderness
and faithfulness let you know that we have heard there are some
things amiss among you and we partly believe it, it being so often
confirmed unto us by several brethren and others that have come
from thence.

The first is pride in apparel, in needless superfluities and
deckings of the flesh, that which is by the Spirit of the Lord con-
demned and that which we cannot but judge to be a visible demon-
stration of the vanity of the minde. For, if we may read the abundance
of the heart in the words that are spoken, Mat. 12.34, so likewise doth
the same appear in our fashioning ourselves after the manner of the
world. Hence it is that saints are exhorted, I Pet. 1.14, as obedient
children not to fashion themselves according to their former lusts in
their ignorance (which we cannot but understand that it relates to the
fashions in apparel as well as in other things) that so they may be holy
in all manner of conversation.

If it should be objected that we finde in the Old Testament, that
the saints did wear gold and pearls and costly array, therefore it’s
lawfull for saints now, as in the case of Rebekah, Gen. 24.53, and of
Mordecai, Est. 7.2 [Chapter 6?], we answer, if we finde it forbidden
under the Gospel, it is our duty to submit. To have more wives then
(é]e was tolerated and practised under the law yet forbidden under the

ospel.
l:‘Now, in the Gospel we finde that both gold and pearles and costly
array, and the manner of putting it on, that is to say, in a gaudy and
vain fashion, is plainly forbidden, 1 Tim. 2.9f,, I Peter 3.3. But
sobriety and modesty, as becometh men and women prgfcssmg 'the
Gospel is commanded. And, indeed, we cannot but judge it exceeding
necessary for saints to deny the flesh in such cases knowing that the
grace of God doth not teach the saints such things. But it’s rather a
sad symptome of a vain minde and it’s that which hath been a
stumbling-block before our eyes. But God in his mercy hath begun to
take away the vail and to let us see the iniquity of it, that it 1s indeed
a sin and that which we desire to take notice of and testifie against in
ourselves and others and amongst ourselves to deal with persons that
do clearly offend in this matter refusing to reform. Though by sad

experience we often finde that persons in profession of the truth are

very ready (though very carnally) to endeavour to cxcuse the matter
with this poor excuse, that pride doth not consist in apparel, but that
a man or woman may be as proud in mean apparel as others in the

i R O T e A
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Mmost gay and that pride is in the heart and not in apparel. Thlsrrl;
that we often meet withall which is but a device of the devil o cind
on his design in ruining souls upon this rock of ﬁesh}y deckings o
gay attirings. For although it’s true one may be proud in mean app of
that’s no ground why others should transgress the rule in wcartll?gcn’s
8ay apparel. And such persons become judges of their bre £ r1ovc:
hearts who keep to the rule and so transgressing the law o law
towards their brethren, which is to hope all things etc., and the heir
of moderation in themselves giving just occasion of offence to t dhie
brethren and of reproach to the world. It’s true that pride is In d
heart and it usually manifesteth jtself by those vanities in the out\;\fﬁth
man. And truly we cannot but judge that vanity in apparel gry
minister occasion to 3 vain minde to be puffed up. And we are v sS
ready from our own experience to conclude that whoso cannot witn¢ "
to this doth not kngyy their own hearts nor are they acquainted wit
the depths of Satan and the corruption of their own natures. O
therefore, dearly beloved brethren and longed for in the Lord, we, 1D
the tenderness of our Lord, beseech you to think of these things and t0
abstain from g appearance of evil. Iet your moderation be knovgﬂ
10 all men, the ord is at hand. Oh, then what will pride profit or th¢
vanity of riches do for us? If it be queried what rule we ought to
walk by in our reformation in thig matter, we answer, if ye are r_wl:
convinced of ap absolute evil in this thing, then go to that rule _Whl%
¢njoyneth to avoid offending our brethren. If it be further questioned,
what particulars of apparel are they offended at besides the things
before named, We with many more are offended in a very
wearing of those things which have no colour
or shew of use, 55 points and ribands at knees, and more laces then arc
garments. When we have reformed in these things which
We€ may easily do thep May we expect a further light for a thorow
reformation ip this matter.,
4 ¢ second particular we have to minde you of is your depen-
€ncy of the ministry on the maintenance of the magistrate which we
0 not see to be according to the Gospel constitution, especially when

Churches are of suffici 1 i : s if the
; ent ability t inistry if they
improve the; 1y to maintain their m ry i

d substance fajthfy]] and not in superfluities.
IS true that jp i an ordi . hat preach
the Gospel should live of tmance of the Lord that they that p

he Gospel, I Cor. 9.14, that is, of the fruit
yard planted or nourishtlz)d f 1

» kept and feq ¢
v.7’ and it’ y th(’_m, b

their Carnal

by them, of the milk of the flock,

s their duty o eing freely brought forth to thcrg%
a1y who re ir] i cate

things, .11 Anq iy o g o2 (hings to communi

9 75
AsSSOCIATION RECORDS OF THE WEST COUNTRY TO 165

: ini ith you. That
4nd pride 16 AppAe] of Same Brethren fn e aninistrg wich.yoy good
wherlt):as they should be patterns of humflllt;]y, crcr)!rftrary
conversation they are too much patterns o ftcn sounded in our cars

Theke things, dear bretea, havingiso (l) (f:rom enemies but from
(and indeed hath pierced our hearts) not om;y the large allowance by
friends” and, indeed, we cannot but doubt that to be preachers

riends” ar Y it T e cvrry ver many brethren b e
el mb tret}?;lt we rejoyce in the flourishing of t_h.ch oSPCf pregmen
e de o uld desire that there were more Pubhshers %n better
s lgnh 32 added to our joy, if they had cqmih:f ecrzfse but that
grivngil}l)lcs. ;{X’e desire not to mention partlcularrs .lg irlls the Lords, It
e hope for its reformation which will be our j ¥ ief and sorrow
being o hich indeed hath administred matter O grd fared Tl
tb: "cl)%lrthsitul‘: lbcoth brethren and others, l}avu;]g :’r&u‘t:}? doet;asuffer and
things unto us and, indeed, it’s that for Wh'bCh tthreen grieved. Oh, make
I8 fely wfrtmuth s reprodciied i, JOUT o RiBCRtS R Ot
our hearts glad by taking away the Occasuf)?om you for such causes
constrain not any tender hearts to separate ong you who sit sighing
as these are. Oh, grieve not tgndcr hearts ambcs%cch you, the tender
in the beholding of these things! Let, VYC d be accepted with you,
endeavours of your poor brethren in Eng rets: g Gatice e <o HEhE
and do you not resolve to grieve our hear Sus to remember you at
down our heads for sorrow, but rather Caustie more by reason of an
the throne of grace with joy. This we say ater which was not well
epistle written from the church at Bndﬁewr But, dear brethren, we
resented nor took but little effect as we hea ‘but to warn you not as
have not written these thing; tt(l)l Séljtfn:s 3;]‘2;;)“8 of your joy knowing
?l?:tmxgedglrlrrl;rclllggso:rcc:r rﬁ%ﬁr ofa 1likc infirmities and thsubgscrtlot%tthhcc rvlellég
(if not worse) temptations. And we Have gea;tesvswof ¥he Lord to deal
but as we earnestly desire you the ten ?;USt it shall not break our
vatly s, Let theerighteous gmite-usiantl we BURCC g6 - B0 (58 L Boe
heads but be a precious balm unto us because deceitfull. Thus having
of a friend but the kisses of an enemy arc:llCh e dlerriess and Fasthc
though in much weakness yet, we trust, “; rc;loubting but that the Lo
fulness written unto you, desiring and not our hearts of which we
will give both the truth and us a being in 'ycessantly at the throne
shall rejoyce to hear. So remaining yo‘ér;clr\:vith you all. Amen.
of grace, we rest. Grace, {ncrily ?Dnd Sf: Cmesscngcrs of the churches

This epistle was signed by

following :

iden's Abington in Bark.*° .
Bridgewater? ] |[ giﬁ;?:ic“‘ Sydbury in Glogczester. d
fokers Dalwood'”  Lime in Dorsct.
ot Somerset ) pristols  Dartmouth? Devon
ggclcis”o eis Somerton'? '{otq;:zsj‘ eV
edmore’” i
Hatch' l s

Bradley in Wilts.**
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Iti i i

to I?efllgot?lismmgu%z;emt t}flc relieving of your poor, you will be carcfull
n - . 3

Deut, 15.7ff,, Proy. 3.27f.?r1\/1?;.n§.zfzc.e F SIS e BT

Our brethren i
ren in Ireland did nev is epi /
W : er s an
answer which was our troubje. to this epistle return us any

The Spirs :
Israel of ijlt from on high be powred forth upon you and all the

Dear brethren and fellow citizens,

The G :

in severa] cgig(;fe g;?.ry having wrought in the hearts of his poor people
messengers to mét ons far remote, a sweet willingness to send their
concerning the lawe togfetl.]cr o chquire of the Lord and one another
msufﬁciency for this of his house. After much experience of our own
our hearts to pra n-gf] of so great importance we have found it in
of his Spirit whicyhv;;lt hfasnng before the Lord for the powring forth
one thing needfy]] ¢ ch ath promised in the last dayes and is now the
down of Babylon’so“t, i:lcarymg on of Sion’s buildings and the pulling
brought fo:ths' The glorious things brought to the birth
this work without it, Having spent two whole dayes
ord’s gracious prese we have had such evident testimonies of the
rebuked within oy 111ce with us, that should we be silent we might be
to another, We do Selves with the words of the lepers who said on¢
old our peace, We pagr b this day is a day of good tidings and we
800d land, that glori ave been admitted through grace as spies into the
brethren, the langd lous rest, which flowes with milke and honey. Oh,
faith anq Prayer 1,20 exceeding good land, let us go up into it by
; highest walls of difficulty within or
e s tfll)erOSmpliS(':td land to Israel? You who afg

: Iit, o i i n
Y Prayer in the name of Christ ﬂ@ftuih?ggetsgfyf:égé aarc
ome and parts. Let the right seed
made with them and which was made

let not the
us. Is it not a

Chrij ;
rist for th m, that }}15 Spirit and his word which

. uld
8eneration, ¥s. 5921 Temain upon hijg people from generation to

e ZPOF.tion of his Spirit sutable to
on th rious Gospe] '8 It needed at this day to the
the administrations op. ¢ the convincing gain-sayers an
ich spi:-lismof God’s house, so that the glory,
al souls ook after, might be secn
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How heavily do men drive without it in their prayings and
prophesyings. Now, inasmuch as the Lord will make a short work in
the earth, he will speedily give forth his quick Spirit for the effecting
of it. Is it not yet a very little while? See Is. 29 from the 9th to the
18th verse. We are not without hopes to see it so with us that we shall
discern as clearly a power within us in all our worship as a word of
truth without us to warrant it. This promise of the Spirit is the
promise of the Father as Christ calls it, Acts 1.4, and it’s honoured
above many other promises. The great thing Christ so much com-
mended to his disciples before his departure, is it not the Spirit, read
John 14 and 16, the waiting for it must not be grievous to us. If we
sec no sign of rain after the sound of rain, let us send forth our
prayers, as Elijah did his servant seven times and then, if the cloud
be like a man’s hand, let us not despise the day of small things, yea,
let us diligently improve our present measure prizing the gift of God
in any degree upon this account. Though we have just cause to be
humbled for our unworthy frames in this work yet we are willing to
improve our small measure, that we might provoke you to lift up holy
hands to God in the heavens uncessantly untill the Spirit be poured
out from on high and the wilderness become a fruitfull ﬁ_eld,' Is. 32.15f.
Give us leave to cry unto you, Oh, awake, awake, it is high time to
seek the Lord who is ready to rain down upon you with his holy,
sweet and blessed Spirit. Having tasted a little of this honey we have
been made to say, Oh, how are our eyes enlightened, our hearts united,
enlarged, quickened and greatly comforted. In this work we have
purposed (if God prevent not) at our meeting which is to be at Wells
next spring, to spend four dayes, two of them secking the Lord for
the pouring out of the Spirit and those gifts which the work of C_}od
calls for. And that we may the better know the work of _the saints
at this day, we humbly pray you, beloved brethren, to wait on God
as Daniel did concerning his people and the holy city, Dan. 9. Go,
by fasting and prayer, enquiring diligently what special wor_d. of
prophesie is now fuifilling upon the saints in this present cond_mon,
looking at the welfare of God’s people in general, a work gloriously
rewarded, as appeareth Dan. 9. from the 20 to the 23 verse and other
eminent servants of the Lord, as Ps. 122.6, David, [I] Samuel 17.46,
Hezekiah, Is. 37.20. If God raise up your spirits to send some help to
the work of the Lord amongst us at our next meeting we shall gladly
embrace it as an answer of prayers. Let us remember our relation as
fellow members of one body though in distinct congregations. It would
be our grief, dear brethren, for any of you to slight these things and to
fall short of the glory we pursue. Now, that neither you nor we may
miscarry in travelling for this glorious birth of the Spirit, we arc
perswaded it concerns all vigorously and with all our might to strive
to purge ourselves and the Lord’s house from the abominable pollu-
tions of pride, formality, covetousness, vain-speaking, lightness of
behaviour, with other like evills. Having God’s promise that he will
purely purge away the dross of Zion and take away all her tyn,

B RS SRS
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. ; spirits
Is. 1.25. Thus with our eye to the Almighty to set it upon your sp

. ings here
as in the sight of Gog and in his fear to consider the thing

s
: ith our heart
humbly presented 10 your view, we say no more but with

and hands subscribe ourselves.

. the rest
Subscribed by us in the name and by the appomifélse;" of
O the messengers met at Charde, 7 moneth, 28 day, .
€ meeting to begin the eighth

day in the morning, second
moneth 1656,

Your affectionate brethren
and servants ip the Lord,

THOMAS COLLIER,
Jonn PENDARVES 27

[From Wells, April 1656]
The very Gog

1 oy and
of peace be with you filling your souls with joy
Peace in believing,

Precious and dearly beloved in the Lord,

; may
Our heargs desire and prayers to God for you, is that Z:‘;)la nts
BIOW in grace, and that you may flourish in the Lord’s house
of his

" muCh
OWn right hand’s Planting and that you may bring firrtllc:wn by
i ur fruit may remain, That you may be

. l—
rethren, the Lord by a good hand of his ng:'er
efreshing of our souls, hath brought us tofg our-
counted us worthy (who are most unworthy o for
selves) to be imployed in the great affairs of Christ to be waiting e
the promise of the Father, the powrings forth of the Spirit, to fit us
the world of our

Lo : he
¢ day and lead yug on to the building of Zion ;;lr}d éur
geat things that are o be done in these latter dayes. In this ot
seekmg to hi :

ith hin€ With longings for that day of glory when ‘gg
shall appear ity him and be maqq like him and shall for ever i
With him, pot onely beholding tyt enjoying glory. Oh, if the crum
be so sweer t .

L Us rejoyce with JOy unspeakable and full of
-OTY What wil] ¢ be when faijth and ho

pe shall stand aside and we
f glory?

O
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day of glory is at
: our hearts for the ke the world
Dearly l.)elove:c’] }:(f);)eu}t)oythe end. Let WO%“ITdhCnagns ::y that a day
gandl, - spg;le£§t§ Christ our lord and }l:“;eg .wor?d He is the chiefest
ut let u ! ious then the who r: ies are waies
s courtihls T:rfg gg‘z:l}(:gsis altogether lo@lY-mIg;s SZV; xfhc: half was
among ten ou::lnd all his paths are peace. }(:ear d of him, II Chron.
of pleasantness lory exceeds the fame that we d to wait at his gates,
Riat s e Orythose that are but permitte low to set forth his
9:6. Ob, happy are 10. But oh, we are yet too it silent, then speak
Cant. ’17;13’ - tfl:r believe and wonder and so si
ory. L.et us ra . €
tgé grken the glory of omt- b:tlz?lv e)fio‘u of the man’{( precious tokens wi
We have not time o ing us in this work. s consider
have received of the I;OI;C}] ts &W}’asfng and p_raSZier’ wa;gafll;; a precious
After two dayCSmiI;ht be under at this 3Yr d, in Ps. 102 from
B Ttnigs VZ{C e came to consider that W"ns’i dering of it. The
hand of the Lor dwsomc hours was spent 1n dc:trengthning our faith
verse 13 to 22 an h use to us for raising an ider if this be not the
Lt? r r%‘-‘de’ ltb(ilfilrc?i‘rllcg We desire you may ;ﬁntscl be up and be (liomg,
about Zion’s building. oncerns us all to ion, but also to
set time and, if it be, t‘;emvtfg?k,c not onely in tfh;;e“f,‘,,‘(’,?f’é as the Lord
- putth;:)tu ;.t lr]r?:;’i sbetocarried on in other parts o 2 Feratl
pray $ erse srac.
may open a way. ts to wait for the call of Pt"f:’i; gﬁiﬁding and to
f Ithls f;gsl?u“r/h}l}g]?ri: of great confgynnsle;l]ts;n have been witlg sgrrils
arter the hich thing t you, bot
pray for the fall of }113;23:81.0 11151‘1% we do eamCSEltY %r:]t:egus}i]nes’s to cry
e set.uponf Ourilies and closets, to makiolgiz,re the Lord no rest,
co.ngre'gatlons, aItJn d even mght ansi day, hole earth, Is. 62.7. Oh,
mllg hul}),’etomi:s ]cg'u’salem a praise in rt?:ctvfy that word of the I;i?;ﬁ
unless ider it pe 2 daies ye she
we would beseecf:iyolé tt(:) ::Josnf; this work. In thae fiittffr you meet with
hath been of good us r. 23.20. Be not discour fnow the work is the
consider it pc.:rfcctflry(; rr{ c“;ithiﬂ and Without,lali‘uiet us go up as Davu;
great opposmonst ength is in him, Ex. 15.I Sam. 17.45. Be of 00
ol and fath in the name of the Lord, hearts, Ps. 27.14. Time
against Goliath 11114 d shall strengthen your ion you will receive fro}11n
courage and the Lor We hope that the relatlf the good hand of the
Mo enlargtglg%:‘ther with this report do our messengers tc; t}ﬁ:
o e ill encourage you to sen f yther prosecution oI t
Lord with us, will on the Lord in the fur in this day fear not,
e ntl,ccgmgst“giilt Eopt the Lord szi% to Sion, Sl
reat business. . 3.16.
lget not thine hands be slaCE, iiilt’ meeting to be at g{x%%etrh:we have
We have appointed tthec second day of thfl V‘sziﬁ’ng on the Lord
of the 8th moneth’dl}el:f dayes, two of themll ladde onely the tender-
ghpoImtee itos gpen 0f r the Spirit. We sha r Saviour. We commit
i fast%ing ar:id prla:))\’zecrtooyou in the bowels of ou
ness of our dear
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; in your
you to the Lord to direct and guide you to his glory ani dr (;rgsilenc}; of
endeared brethren and fellow—servarflts 1}1]1_ the klngﬁ;);nc 4
Jesus Christ, waiting and longing for his appearing. neers

Subscribed in the name and by the appointment of the messeng
of the several churches.

Oncthy
oM our general meeting the 11th day of the 2nd m
165628,

THOMAS COLLIER.
JOHN PENDARVIS. =
NATHANIEL STRANGE®".

of
The messengers of the several churches met at Exon the 6th day
the 8th moneth, 1656

; cy unto
» Unto the churches of Christ, etc. Mercy
You and peace qnd love be multiplied.

Dearly beloved,

er
uty that we owe to you in the Lord, wf%Crt%iS
ove and endearment on us to our God forth
appearances among us since we came together, hath lead us ¢hat
chearfully ynq this present undertaking to you-ward, knowing that
you have an unquestionable interest i these our affairs and trusnnigntain
you will (through the assistance of the same Spirit) have and mficular,
4 Sympathie with yg as being in the body and members in pard that,
and therefore have thought it necessary to let you understan t been
owever, our gathering together unto the feet of Christ hath noto the
without some small disappointment and straits. Yet, according com-
Inner man apd upon a substantia] ground of experience, we can kable
fortably anq unanimously say, it was good for us and an unspeal had
ve been here, And we could wish you al hing
Y be as we are except these obstructions. Nay, touc t of
of the cater came meat to us and ouu a

- Of which honey in our hands we present yo

taste and see that the Lord is good.
ou therefore

C g t in
know that in order to the time to be spen
Prayer, we found our spirj

ts
the Lord upon us our hear
-improvement of that llperty arﬂ:

h us in the like assemblings he
ur not followj

08 on in the spirit and strength of such
Lord our God.

! d would keep up the faith of all his pcoplé:
bectation of the bjesgeq Spirit of promise to be powre
orth abundantly upon his children and th

h a at in the participation of ‘ﬁ:
anointing we may be more enlightned and enabled unto the wor
e hath for g to do in the carth,

Secondly, that the Loy
I a constant ey

D
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all his people more
) h it he would cause ize with the state
Thirdly, that'btlhr(;gglay to heart and S}gn};,ath(gfivered from the
fopmty scfns;]e {vhole Zion of God by ?l agnh and men whence
and condition o lcti and those carnal interests (l) Ct of Christ’s and one
spirit of thl§ vggrtheir own things in the neglec
S0 many min st his
H ear among .
another’s. hat if it be his pleasure he wotfll‘til_ssf) into that union
) Fougtl_lly, :h at in the light and power ? those sad breaches and
S i, hent de and heart as may hea sions about the works
o meness thrf?elrrrl) especially in their apprehen p
divisions amon 1 = be elorifie
atid. duties: of thClrhgcgzzzgé(l)nrﬁay have a free foc"trsioarlge fa%th and
Firdity, thatit lfe athering in all the <}:1cof the Spirit may be
SyergwAIeLe LIIILO' E anc% to that end that mutchrusting forth labourers
obedience of C nshcs to the preparing and tiles but also if it be
s e Chhurc est not onely among us glenthc house of Abraham
;]qto 1h . gre::t :erYJs among that ancient people,
1s pleasure to u
is friend.
e fnseir;thly, B A P, the fulfilling
of all his mourners in and fl?irng after and hastnmlg tl::ntt: the downfall
for its redemption ar:)crln ?::srcan d prophecies @atblg)et l? in themselves and
Olf’ ai} $e gl?n:)l:lzgragainst the work of Christ 4
oI a at rise & h daies
% : h in bot ¥
in the earth. . hich desires althoug constant height-
ond o i o o oy ) v,
ound not (a joycings, as som d owned a s
g enlargemm}t] atxllldt;?;ygeegn ’cvidently Sezlr]eall:umbling v ang
n such dayes. Yet gf the Lord more anc}toﬁ:’ Zion as it now lyf:tC
haqd and S i ence and cause of W the Lord hath in SOmt
laying us low in ﬁhee:mh Touching which ?151 with and travel abgut
over the face of the in us a little fellows pxhortatioﬂ to you tha
sweet measure begottsélc but reach forth thlshee reunto we referre )l';lelll_
her estate so canmot st to heart in order Wd and weighed toget
youhalso lfyse]éer;?]tii;e we desire may be rea i st
to the enclosed, er
: : . d that t
with this among you. ement we are mformed that have been
B o o Sopcarns o the L e b
?f thé: life and ou in this work hath provoked very
ound among y

: assemble
f this nation, toh' h may
o d north parts of il cry the which m
and saints in the south anc with you 1n this ur hands hanging
together and have fe.llowshlfnd a strengthning ;’1 ygresent deaths anﬁ
oo to you for a testlm0ﬂ¥hat notwithstandm,g wgrk yet he th,at,sha.
down and the feeble knecs to see on the LOl'dL Sol'd will hasten it in his
disappointments we Se?llinnot tarry, nay, the us while we have been
come will come and WIL rd hath been leammg,ehensioﬂ of this great
time. This fu;the:hthilovg proceeds to our app
at his feet, that the

v expectatio ng

d i ctation both amo
ti

ident in promise and so much 1n

work so eviden

ide and comfort the h_etai;t;
re in a right spirit wal




TO 1659
82 AssocraTion RECORDS OF THE WEST COUNTRY

ing
. ; ck concern
ourselves and in the earth is not for that the Lord is sla

. _ward.
: t to us
IS promise as some men count slackness but is patien

. d_
. hly minde
He findeth that we are ot yet so delivered from OI;H tel?ir;gsyof Christ
ness, coveteousness, pride, formality, coldness to the
€tc., as doth become

v WOUld
a people that look for those thlr;]g_; asngsa:,e have
render us in a fit capacity to receive such glorlousg lr c%ch and press
begged which therefore calls aloud upon us to searc(l: fivering ourselves
atter a thorow reformation, shaking ourselves and cb en on our neck
from the yoaks of bondage and Babylon that have eersation. Where-
not onely in worship but also in all manner of CO“"d % spder 10t
unto we desire that you would give all dll_lgCncc =3 lect the several
among other things, that you would not slight or neg nto you as the
messages of this nature that have been formerly sent u t 1o the Lord
warm fruit and return of the many prayers powred ou ds for which
not thinking that once reading them wiil answer the dcnc regard unto
they have beep Sent unto you but that you may have_ ] uthc ninde of
those things as far ¢ you finde them agreeable with

hurches
hrist, as being some special speakings of the Lord to the c
that are to be dilige

f
< . . works O
And to the enq that our communion jn this and all the

Christ that concern ug

d we
in common may be held up and prosecute
do agree by the will of God

: th
0 meet together at Chard the thirteen
day of the second moneth followin

ﬁfteenth, Sixteenth, seventeenth

d by
forward to seng your messengers that we may together be refreshe
the mutyg] faith both of them and yus,

Onely?o

. ou have
Whereas at thig time we have found that some ?rfo?n inter-
omitted the sending messengers to us, which we are far
Preting to arjse eithe

O us, w isrespect
r from any disrelishing of the work or disresp
10 us in jt, we have though

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, Amen.
Written

d
! by the appointment of the messengers as above an
Signed by ys,
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ALEXANDER ATKINS
WiLLIAM Facy®: '
NATHANIEL STRANGE
JouN OwEn?s

Twy. | ,
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idgewater,
bled at Bri

engers of the clttqclzesl afssteg'lesus and called to be
The brethren, messclf; ist, sanctified in Cé;md our Father and from our
to the E:;hurch;; :'); foryonand béads from Go

saints. Grace

Lord Yesus Christ.

ly calling and
artakers of the heaven he glory that
Holy and beloved ?f(fd;rf,?’tﬁe reSurreCtl((’iﬂJirslgs ch:l:rist,gwhich is
waiters with us for tl}]c " I;,caring of our Lor the saints of old werg
shall be revealed a; . iiltsp Which glorious daYr precious and belovc:h
the blessed hqpc tor nd'hasmiﬂg to. Oh, ouctatiOn might be mu‘fn
carnestly looking for an us and blessed expe hren, one with you i
brethren, that this g101'1°rs we your poor bret ha:ling experience in
upon our hearts and yt(;xuc s’piritual war of salrltths,e Lord’s people are
the faith of Jesus, and anifold temptations 1 warfare and therefore,
our own souls of th}?’ nc:ur day of the Splnmabrancers and to stir up
exercised withall in t 1slcave to be your rememt with weight upon ci(ur
dear brethrex}, give us e few things that res tation and rebuke,
your pure mindes in som et it is a day of tcmgly secking to devo;r
hearts. The first is thitt eynemy of souls, s not Egle truth of God hg
Whrctlre:;llafa;g’sggst t{);:t: churches. N?S’:mtshear:v deceived gétsltllyltdg:ire
artic : € ear 3
o o e it o e e Lo
received not the truth 3"1 may be much upon tend for the faith onto
gl g i hat is carnestly to an rayer to set a .Stogcvil
people at this day, t < alko by faith an F:lﬁdence that this 4
delivered to the saints a of us have some co el-like appearance mdy
st fadicn g so(;n zeiving souls in an ang e is very near at hal:)ci
ot is now so e md erayer and that the tlmurselves like men, a
o caslz Ouft oy fatl;};danfas}t) in the faith, quit yo " is
Oh, there ore, s brethren
be SICRHE i theLonl, ire for ourselves and z:;mgglsr of spirit thal:
e e hdctsgliggishness and .luket-‘:his day may be mtl;lilt
that a deep sence of t z;] churches of Chiist ? 511, the saints: Oh’f il
is o much scizing on the d on the hearts 0 f Christ to sec ; B
B G yant hCartsdalr:elp all the churches ?o repent and do t iezle
the God of Crice woll they may be Zealouﬁ t worldly spirit s¢ -
whom they are fallen that how much doth t ai de, passion, covetotlhe
first works. O heetlieen, eople at this day, glr ha;h seized upon he
on saints and on PrOfcssmgorL how much deat t in the day when t‘n SS’
ness and luke warmncss.f the’ Lord Jesus Chncstation of the pour; %0
profession of the name o be in the high exp eot high time for }:]'ther
have been professing to Spirit. And is it I;lc re we are and W land
rorth of the o tggr vgith each other w one another to lovceven
remember and to consi tir up and provokchc life of godliness, en
We are travelling and to Shat the power and t rlasting covenant mig
to good works. Anc} (',thh’ itn the blood of thchiv:aints-
t};crggigl%l;z;slgg (;fftearl and lived in by all t

'h d on our
i c much up
i i ‘hat 1t may b
irdl our earnest desire IS, that
iraly,
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hearts to seek peace and unity one with another and to prefer the
Prosperity and peace of Zion above our chief joy, praying for her and
doing whatever the Lord calls for ar your hands. Oh, when will the
time come that the zea] of the Lord’s house shall even eat up. th,c
saints? When they will not forget Zion nor hold their peace for Zion’s
sake but be earnestly waiting for her perfection rejoycing when the
daies of assemblings are and not forsaking the assembling of ﬂ}em,'
selves together as the manner of some is, but willing to do for Zion’s
welfare, both for building up and for gathering in her stones that yet
lieth abroad in the rubbish undiscovered. Remember that it is the
o A s of the Lord to take pleasure in Zion’s dus;
1¢ It Is that which hath (we trust we may say through the grace ©
our Lord) rested with some weight upon our hearts in this our

meeting. And we are confident that the Lord hath led us in a way
which may (through hj : orc ‘ha . d the
Sty (0f thi§ ] 15 blessing) be to the glory of his name an

: 0 good a work and that is, that the churches of
SehSSt}:vomd 3 fr_ee 1o part with some of their ;blest brethren and to0
brléthrt em forth into the Lord’s work in the world. Oh, our dear
P th'en’hkt 't not seem strange that your poor brethren in such a day

oodls should be remembrancers to you and provokers of you to SO
gou]s &w?{k as this is to shew your compassion to the sad estate of
the G s lletl? In darkness and in the shadow of death. God hath given
of ea(::Spe é"m‘matlm as a means to guide their feet into the waies
peace and blesseq shall those souls be whose hearts are enlarged t‘;
i -e > =0 YOu not say within yourselves that ye canno
521; :;’llgh ¥om gifted brethren, We know the )v,veakness of the churches,
ey gheathneed of more gifts in Zjon’s building, yet why should
they have u:ccf:afepy themselves and spare a little of that W;ICh
inte i : to

encoli;?ge you in this w?rsl: kl:m;? the poor blinde world? An
Irst, that it is the churches’ duty and it lieth upon them as their

work in whj 5 :
an accou:t_wh they ought to be faithfull and of which they must gIve

workrsrfecr? rilglﬁithc fields are white to harvest and the Lord calls for
Thirdly, b: our day to gather in the fruits into his garner.
Cord iy pured that if your hearts be enlarged in faithful-

ness to the T,
loss: the Lor(c)lrsvﬁ? &&Pﬁ;ggrmance of this work you shall not suffer

amon €rve you and give forth encrease of gifts

is sgifiguﬁ;ff’ doubrless, you may expect that the T.ovd vl double
will be the trye S\I:: " ;Iour \mprovement of what God has given you
e hat which the ord hath ser ru" ©f more and for the obtaining
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can say through grace that the Lord hath not left us v;lt%%%gzn‘;lt:;slz
of his presence in carrying us through in peace 1n t fe e, with
things as we presented before us—an account whireo_ y(;efull to you
this epistle. Our desire is that the Lord may ma 'ehltthue Lord in the
and that both your and our hearts may be much WI; been pleased to
exaltation of his great and good name. Who -l worfhy (in his
account such poor, weak, foolish and nothing creatures S eostd) 1o
dear Son and our dear Lord in whom he hath ma-dchl']s work. Let us
bear up his name in the world and to be exercised ltnh 15 4 ma.y Finish
be faithfull to him, therefore, and zelous for him ;t]a\tv i
our course with joy and at the end of the race obtain mtl;)rancé -
hus we your poor brethren and your reme which is able
commend you to the Lord and to the word of his g.ra“jesus Desiring
10 make you wise to salvation through faith in ChI:IStthe en'd of your
that you may finish your course with joy and obtain K Cmian oo
faith, the salvation of your souls, which that you may 11. Amen®.
obtain the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

th 1656

Written from Bridgewater the 6th (}?énoihz: 3;2&?23 by us.
and signed by the appointment of the bret THOMAS COLLIER.
NATHANIEL STRANGE.

of the
The messengers from the assembly at Chard dthtiz ]8etehtir(zi;y f
second moneth 1657 to the several churches senaeth gr

: earnest
Precious brethren, partakers of the heavenly Cal;tlc;l %:,stzhlflishment
breathing of our souls are for your grow_th - g-raccoi this is the time
in the truth as it is in Jesus in these shaking daies. th, and poor Zion’s
of Jacob’s trouble, Satan rageth, the w‘?ﬂd rg,oyccl x’nentation, others
children, some are weeping and making bmerd l?vercd unto them,
Wwrning aside from the faith which was once ¢ givels' others almost
8iving heed unto seducing spirits and doctrine 0 2

: : form without
asleep in g worldly spirit, contenting thc".lselveskmdg; }?il;n, zeal for
the power, professing they know God but in works

) ing cold, gray hairs
od and love to him, his waies and people waxing C’CI)‘hé %,ord calls

ider it. g
are upon us here and there and, alas, few consider ¢ Jyu s
10 weeping and mourning buti behold, signs dOf slgu:l? in the dust
For these and such like things the Lord hath laid u

: ith the
o nc SHl : not all, can cry Witl
before him in this our meeting. Some of us, lfd our e’iCS a fountain of

Prophet, Oh, that our heads were water an . e daughter
tears that we might weep day and night for the S]al: loofdgngplage of
of our people. Oh, that we had in the w11d%r1111e5fsor all the abomina-
Wayfaringmen, that we may go and weep our “had not cause to put
tions we have found in Zion. And, oh, that we the joy of our hearts
ourselves in the first rank in these things. Ohf] ds and woe unto us
is much ceased, the crown is fallen from our %a ravate the sin is
that we have sinned. And that which doth muc ac%igupon his people,
the many favours and mercies the Lord hath bestow
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and we as i §
is goodnczg?lgsll;dand unwise people, have thus requited the Lord for
engaged to Cljy up(;nas we have been crying before the Lord, we arc
and fasting and oh jllou to joyn with us in our lamentation of weeping
washing, making cfeaet everyone lay it to heart, and begin at homé¢
out the stains. Let n and putting away our abominations and cast
formality and that l1lfs cast off our pride and coveteousness an
cricy, yea, all our fic -seeking and that lukewarm spirit and hypo-
oolish jesting backb".lr.lmg lusts, envy, strife and vanity of words,
time in vain about l}imgs’ WP'SPCTing and wasting of our precious
like. Oh, let us put (())t e}f men’s matters, lightness of gesture and the
ously and godly n this neeord. J€sus Christ, walking humbly, rightc-
let us return 1o 1S present world with our conversation in heaven,
As we dcsﬁgriﬁrszlove and do our first work.
good examples unton; ese things to begin at home that we may b¢
0 the Lord that he oo, 'C DE your constant and faithfull prayers
beseech you as yoy would help us herein, and we shall pray and
of Zion and ch “glder the honour of God, the peace and welfare
things to heart angoof of your own souls, that you would lay thesc
with God in you reform. And also to make it your business to wal
your retired work between the Lord and your own souls.

Be da :

yly in’ self-examinati

. amin : L N
reading of the scri SHen hcaﬁscarchmg, heavenly meditation,

the being o P ture’.smdying much the princi iness, of
of his digv infitfggda?]d his attributes, and oprhig)tl Ctsh(e)fsggrcli IZ)I;CSG’O¢
and of the Spirit andurga““% of the worth and efficacie of his blood
separation from the the authority of the scripture, the grounds of our
Judgement. Oh, o kworld, the resurrection of the body and the last
cloathing which shol 1o yourselves, for many shall come in sheep’s
Lord that bought t}?ml: nGv{ly bring in damnable heresies denying the
e me'lde“{(e yourselves much to prayer: in everything
to pray Dno_wn to God. Remember that Isaac went
Lord went oyt into a . an_lel upon his knees three times a day, our
In prayer, Peter wentmoumam apart to pray and continued all night
Instances, Take heed lip upon the house to pray with other the like
duties but perform ¢ €t not worldly business thrust out heavenly
In your families tow Em In the first place. Be faithfull and diligent
fo your charge as thoar s children and servants and others committe
Teach ang instruct tﬁe th?t must give an account at the day of Christ.
- Be diligent j and be you a les to
ga pulrré i:;r church relations gnd sese %ggf yc;f rlr:J%C onc
- ‘mfelgﬂedly and let all things be done in
a,n ;;armg one another’s burthens. Let
be punctual to er better than ourselves, keep O
you vow unto hj your appointed hour, lest you rob
M. And in your speakings, either i

prayel' or pr
ophec
0 com Y> take heed of vaj Y
POSe your matter in fey v‘;z;lzi:epetxtlon but study brevity and

less yo
u : ‘
¥ou to communicate to the and be forward as God doth
poor saints, Press much after spiritu-

—

i
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ality and faith in the worship of God. Take heed of entertaining hard
thoughts upon reports of cach other or of telling the faults of each
other behind their backs but keep close to that rule, Mat. 18..15f.
Walk uprightly towards them that are without lest you lay a stumbling-
block before them and so bring dishonour to the profession of the
Gospel. Do good to all, and as you would that men should do to you
so do to them. Let your lights so shine before men that they, seeing
your good works, may glorifie God your Father. And now, let us not
= weary of well-doing, for in due time we shall reap if we faint not,
for it is your Father’s good will to give you the kingdom. Oh, let the
ove of Christ constrain you and the riches of glory engage you in the
following of these instructions. Look much unto the Lord for strength
to perform them. Take heed you do not onely give us the bare reading
and hearing of these things but so minde them as those that must give
an account to the Lord at his appearing and, if you know these things,
happy are ye if you do them. And bear with our plainness herein for
we must be fajthfull unto the Lord and to you lest we become guilty
of the blood of your souls, and if you will not hear, our souls shall
weep in secret for you where we shall go and power forth our com-
plaints to the Father, The Lord set these things with power upon your
hearts. Now, as to our present meeting, we have much.to tell you of
the Lord’s following of us with many revivings in this time of sorrow.
We did agree to spend the first two daies in waiting upon the Lord in
Prayer with fasting and did farther agree upon these following particu-
tars which we beg may be of weight and power upon your hearts and
that you may be often waiting on the Lord in solemn assemblies for
the performance of them. ‘
1. That the Lord would put his fear in our hearts apgi bless this
?vlz)r kprcscm meeting, raising our faith and keeping us spiritual in the
T

2. That he would perform his great promise in the POWrng forth
of his Spirit upon his plcjople to inlightcn them in and fit them for hl;
work in this our day, uniting and carrying them on with comfort an
Courage in his work

‘ 11 the churches of

3. To be made deeply sensible of the stat¢ of a
that worldly spirit and ofptgose divisions that are amongst them an° oj
their proneness to turn aside from the truth as it is in Jesus Christ an
10 pray that the Lord would purge and build whole Zion. f
4. That the Lord would call in his ancient people the sced 0
Abraham his friend.
harvs' That the Lord would thrust fort
tvest and stand by those that are already enga
€y may be in power what they appear to be in word. ¢
B 6. That the Lord would call and pluck forth his REORLe cc’iut :d
abylon and that he would raise Babylon according to his Wore © ht
that he would maintain the liberty of his people. and. bring to noug
the plots and devices of the enemies that are against It.

h more labourers into his
ged in the work, that

‘__‘
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7. That the Lord would be pleased to help us rightly to improve
these mercies we have already received.

. The Lord hath given unto many of us faith in these things and w¢
desire that you and we may be looking up and daily waiting in 2
constant expectation of the returns of those many petitions which ar¢
before the Lord in the hands of Christ. And surely, whilst we have
been praying, the Lord hath been answering of us. And we hope you
will receive a more full and particular account of your respective
messengers of the precious hand of the Lord with us. We have been
;‘-gcouraged by the forwardness of the churches in sending their mes-
neI;gelrls and we hope you will be encouraged to continue your forward-

> aerein. We have appointed our next general meeting to be at

Whih lace ang. gt phseh e, oot day of the monett,
at which time we intreat your send!
messengers. We intend do earnestly intreat y

i to stay the 15, 16, 17, and 18 daies and desir®
g(l):;se?? 211: the Throne of Grace for us that the Lord would be
ings too s and bless our meeting. We shall leave thes

and the »33 Lg Serlous consideration and commit you all to the Lor
Spirit to thr of his grace desiring that you may be filled with the
: e glory of God. We remain your brethren and servants n

d patience of our Lord Jesus Christ, waiting for his
aven. Farewe]].

Signed j
assemblg;i, bl; ut:],e hame and by the appointment of the messengers

Taomas COLLIER.
NATHANIEL STRANGE:

oy .
faast fctc):;)rlz?g ;Z;hquhwches of Christ in the county of Somerset
Holy br, Jacent. Grace and peace be multiplyed.

brother ang Sntl:vrerl}éh partakers of the heavenly calling, your POOf

sendeth greetine. oty SCIVaNt and labourer in the Lord’s vineyards
trouble, gtheetéggﬁ]Thlg being a day of temptation and of reproach ans
narily working toy % Saints and Zion’s peace being more then ordi-
the face of 115 earl?l: ¢rmine the name, truth and people of God from
have founq my he Were it possible, In the sight and sence of which
1 up:;t somewhat enlarged in that care God and his
) this is. Oh, wh, -°0 ¢Posed in me, though unfit for such
Lion of the tribe of ]l’ld‘z 0 1s sufficient for these things, none but the
Yerls ight ang % t° great Shepherd and Bishop of our Souls-
X senceogcfl hZi;)}:l’s sadness and that on rnlilﬂy
ot, I dare : ath intrusted in hi P
me in the be}?:é’ 2}3 sxzk_:nt. And that little Ssigegt ltr;ml:lség:le?ltath given
ii)wards YU, in which Ilon Something the more enlarges my heart
: ord sha]] €nable me) shall endeavour to spread before you (as the
or the Zion of Gog @ 802“.’@ few heart considerations very necessary
First, what hath b}éen“:g " dpean the Church).

e . . 3
churcheg’ mercies in this our day and
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truly it hath been very great. Oh, the manifold mercies of God to his
people, heart-affecting and heart-engaging mercies, such as the saints
before us in many generations have not known. The breaking forth
of the glorious light of the Gospel in opening the fountain of free grace
and justification through faith in the blood of Jesus, a mystery in
great measure hid from many generations past, but God hath now
revealed it by his Spirit through the scriptures to the glory of his own
name and joy of saints. Oh, prize this precious grace. Here is the
way, the door of entring into the enjoyment of justification, peace and
reconciliation with God by which souls may have free access to God
as their Father. Oh, what manner of love is this!

Secondly, this is not all, likewise our Prophet hath taken away
the vail from off his people’s faces in giving the knowledge of his wiil
in the practical part of the Gospel, in his ordinances and matters of
worship. By vertue of which, through the working of his holy Spirit
he hath called very many precious souls out of Babylon’s wayes and
worships and hath placed them together in families like a flock. Oh,
that men would praise the Lord for his goodness and for his wonderfull
works to the sons of men.

Thirdly, he hath added unto this a time of peace and liberty for
the tryal of his people’s love how they will improve all to his praise.
For, indeed, to whomsoever much is given much will be required and
that upon the account of duty as well as priviledge. But, oh, how hath
the Lord’s people requited God for his kindness? Hath he not cause to
say, as sometimes he did to Israel, Is. 5.4, what could have been done
more to my vineyard that I have not done? And hath he not cause to
complain likewise of us as sometime he did of them: do you thus
requite the Lord? O, foolish people and unwise, Deut. 32.6, else what
means the general coldness and lukewarmness of spirit that seems to
come in like an armed man upon the poor churches of Christ, sinking
down under a worldly spirit and even dying away from the life and
power of godliness. Else what means the little delight in and medi-
tating and speaking of the precious things of Jesus Christ. The little
profiting by the ministery and means God hath set in his churches for
their building and increasing. The coldness in coming unto the
assemblies of the saints and little respect to the retaining and im-
proving the word of life. The many divisions and contentions about
small things which argueth that we are carnal and walk as men, yea,
as worldly, as carnal men. That liberty that is given unto the lusts of
the flesh, pride, passion, earthlymindedness and the like. Oh, the little
witnessing to that truth, Gal. 5.24, they that are Christ’s have crucified
the flesh with the passions and lusts thereof, reckoning themselves
indeed to be dead unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord. And withall what cause have you to be sensible of the
manifold wiles of the great enemy, the prince of darkness who is so
much transforming himself into an angel of light. Oh, the many ways
that he is at work to bring about his design to overturn the poor
churches of Jesus Christ not onely in working in these forementioned
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evils amongst them but also to bring in damnable heresies even
denying the onely Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. And, unde}:
pretence of holiness and light within, to undermining the whole trut

of the Gospel, many following their pernicious waies in stirring u%’
to despise dominion and to speak evil of dignities and government.

Whereas Michael the archangel durst not bring a railing accusatlig
against the worst government in the world but said, The Lord rebu
thee, Jude 8.9.

; Oh, how easily doth the enemy of saints prevail to turn
them aside from the plain rules of the Gospel. Oh, what cause have W¢
to take up a lamentation for these things and say, how doth the c1;y
Sit solitary that was full of people? How is shee become a widdow? The
wales of Zion do mourn: all her beauty is departed. What cause have
Wwe to fear that the Lord is departing from Isracl? For the joy of Ouf
heart is ceased and our song is turned in mourning and the glory of our
head is fallen! Woe 1o s that we have sinned, how have we given
oceasion to the enemy to blaspheme and justly to take occasion to hat¢

us? How justly have we provoked God to give us into the enemies’
hands and wills, th

S, that the haters of God should rule over us and none
layeth these things to heart, Oh, that Zion could weep sore for these
things and because her friends have dealt treacherously with her and
are become her enemjes, But is the case desperate? Is there no hope
In Isracl? Yea, there js yet hope in Israel, there may be yet a remedy,
if the decree be 7ot gone forth. Oh, that the saints, that Zion would
set about the Work in good earnest. Who can tell but that the Lord
may yet be gracious and he may yet have a blessing in store to poor

OWn upon his poor Israel? Qp 3 n. oh
: : then le our work, mourn,
mourn, for Zion’s ap ; t this be y 3

, ominations. Oh, proclaim a fast and weep, yea
;vcep bitterly, and say, Lord, spare ’ﬂI:y people, the remnant of thy
derlt?ge, And that you may do so, endeavour to get your hearts
Py affected with Zjop’s condition and everyone with his own sins.
lin 0 C?"l‘] say, I am clean? Giye over looking after others and quarrel-
oo WIth and speaking agajner those that are without. Will not God

Judge them? Have we ¢ L |
P not been | the miscarriages
of others til] the enemy i ooking so much after

is ? Oh, that we
could yet prevail with e TC UP among us as a flood? O

Standard againgt pipy,. the Lord thar his Spiric might lift up i

e g;‘}ndly, let it be Everyone’s care in this matter, not onely to
: '8Nt search after hig own iniquity, that everyone may lie low
of his own sin but also to turn from all
0 the Lord our God. Op Isracl, turn to the Lord
thou ha 2 2

assion and peevishness of spirit, say to your
> Sacsi’ to your lukewarmness and want O

: and say to your love to this world, envys
ev : 2 > 4
Hll speaking, get yoy, hence, what have we to do any more
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with these idols? Acknowledge your iniquities and put away your
abominations and turn, O backsliding children, and the Lord 'wlxll ‘bc
gracious. For who is a God like unto our God that pardoneth iniquity
and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his people? He
retaineth not his anger for ever because he delighteth in mercy.
Thirdly, be much in the exercise of faith, in the improvement of
former and present mercies. And that it may be so,
brance former lovingkindness, remembering
Lord, the right hand mercies of the most h
your hearts much affected with love to God, one towards another and
towards all men. That so, your hearts being seasoned with grace, you
may appear for God and his cause in an evill time. Oh, remember that
it i cople to be bettered by evil times, Daies of
m the faith have proved advantages to the
6ff. When others made void the law, David
loved it so much the more and hated every false way. Mal. 3.16, when
others thought and said it is in vain to serve the Lord, then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to another and the Lord hearkened
and heard. Oh, my dear and precious ones, my Jjoy, my crown of
rejoycing, if you stand fast, let it be your special care with purpose of
heart to cleave unto the Lord and not unto the world. Contend
earnestly, in the meek spirit of Jesus, for the faith which was once
delivered to the saints. Building up yourselves and one another in the
most holy faith, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, Let it be your care,
yea, great care, to endeavour to get your hearts affected with these
things and seasoned with grace from on high, living by faith in the
unchangeable covenant of grace, seasoned with the fear of the Lord
and the dread of his glorious name with love to him above all and zeal
for him. Oh, it is good alwaies to be zealously affected in a good
thing! If these things be in you and abound, they make you that you
should not be barren or unfruitfull in the knowledge of our Lord and
aviour Jesus Christ. I trust that I may say truly that God did set
some of these things with weight upon the hearts of the brethren at

Cha}'d, of which I have some faith to believe, that the churches of
Christ shall reap some advant

call to remem-
the lovingkindness of the
igh, so that you may get

oVe to God and zeal for him, the same sence of the present state of
the Chur'chg:s doth abide upon the hearts of the brethren, and will be as
a fire within them, breaking forth to the begetting and enlarging light

and life ip your souls to the Lord. My expectation of this so desirable

a mercy hath drawn from me these 1i

aCs>r\’vard_so good a work for God in your souls. Oh, take it in good part
ble:d'mlg}']t [mite] ﬂowmg_from a heart in love towards you and
.--Ng In the sence of Zion’s sorrowes. Or, at least, that which
‘t‘;lght cause her to mourn and an arm stretched out after and willing
Tecover her out of her sinking and dying estate. Oh, that the Lord

W : :
ould sanctifje these lines to you and sweeten your souls to himself

e
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; ull
by it, that the end for which they were written to you may o%?-vzerlgth e.)r'
be acomplished in you which shall be the prayers of };]our %s 6l g
who is waiting for the consolation of Israel and much nee oo sl
your daily prayers for him at the throne of grace. Amongarc s o
of Zion’s sons, I can say, I trust thr'ough grace that you1 (oo fave
heart to live and die with you and, if you stand fast, I 1v el
written these things unto you, not as one that hz}th dommmeans
your faith but as a poor helper of your joy, that if by arfly'thfulncss
might fulfil my ministery and give account with joy in fai gt
to the Lord and your souls have I written this. Grace, mercy

: ith
peace from God our Father through our Lord Jesus Christ be Wi
you all. Amen,

he
Written from the general assembly at Charde the 18th day of t
2nd moneth 1657.

To all the churches of esus Christ, called to be saints througi/le vtze
immortal seed which dwelleth in you and shall be with you for Tord
Grace be with you, and peace from God our Father and our

Jesus Christ.

Dearly beloved brethren,

We hope it is on our hearts to live and die with yos a; t(ggfie
that are joyned to the Lord and each to other by the will OS irit,
members of that one body, built up through that one everlasting Spirit,
a holy tabernacle for the livi i

10y to be serviceable unto you who are our joy and the delight of t:gg
dear Jesus, Surely we have been made in much sense to say to s
ord, our goodness extends not unto thee, but if as a few poor onoE
We may be usefull to thy excellent ones to help them on to the enAnd
their faith, the salvation of their souls, it shall be enough unto us.
for this we would day, warning everyone of you,
striving with you ang together with you with God for you, that everg
one of you may be presented perfect in Christ Jesus. This design ? nrc
honest desire of our souls hath brought us together from far to sit befo
the Lord in this

Place where we haye
God though dust anq ashes. Yea, we
before your Father

smiled upon us notwithstanding.
Al'.ld though we haye been ready to cr -
thine eyes, yeth ice of our supplication. And it is no
small addition to gyr comfort, while we think of it, that while we
carried the yok
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) d end. We
: e, to give an expecte atisfied
cometh in righteousness c? n%ulrn PPactiCer’ that we Cou(l,ctl,erslogoxt', eo:rselves,
e bl Fat}fersan ea}ée for ourselves, whltehl;ation of God. And
with life for ourse_V; t’ l?e made partaker of the sa s have attended our
unless Sion also mig e faith and some reviving have been faithfull
In this we have hadfsg{n mercy. And now, as ‘Z}e d to you. We have
for you aoope of his mescy, Aeithful for She bar of the Most
for you 19 God, = w[f minations of Sion beforfhrone upon every Sin,
Cen arraigning the aroing for justice from th'eting jmpenitent sinner,
;‘Ilgh. We have_db;:f:r}l1 :t}(l) purge out every peljmsity of our Lord ]estti]sc.
§ ek B0 ors to the crown aﬂ,d dlgnt our hands before
M oigegla::tsicﬁgrlt;a};vte have been spreading ou
3

. 2 om"]allons
Zvi()sl H] h d have made confCSSlOll 0. ivl g sho]t Of
. g an l n

; that light spirit, d among
e Lyoulgand I he gl #h, © I s O s which
the true sight and sence roceeds that vanity anhat wretched worldly
Is saints from thncﬁegu We have bewailed texcellency and leavz:
ggitr};tsgh:lr:u;};uglgc%o;n the saints cfir(irsntl'f?elr th :tl ti};eu;yon
such blackness upon th‘f’-‘}e‘é"h&fft rs(r)lld(iless andl.de‘}ﬁ"ﬁifly duties, tha;
of men. We have beﬁ‘; alchurchcs. That f(_)rﬁflaulg upon US, while w
?r;lcllrlsf?fle‘;'ceilg; dtll:ftori,:taodicean spirit that 1s Ia i

: ee
ave been crying, Let him maﬁfc S{ord come, that W ¢
may see it, let the counsel of drawing mlquxtythe sence of the
And all this while [we] have btc;?easure as without
. . L ea
of vanity, having been in a gr

d put US
ich this work shou ave
work, 50 without the true travail of soul which € down. And some b
5 e

€S
en bowed in and our ey
beay LOr these things ou!l:l SOll]ﬂSt I;i:chl;‘;ds were fa fo?;;a;giquity of thsc
out, Oh, tha : ep for in distress,
we;ré ?adr?vt:rsc rgf tears that we might WSOSIS have been u:td within
daughte f Sion. Behold, for this Our “H° ' heen turn king an
ghters o been troubled, our heart have been breahc 2
our bowels havek e ff our ornaments, W€ sighs, because t sl
lt:?écg(i]x?ghaarrg ﬁ;vznb:cn crying out forol;] (g:r iniquity- Xial;ainiquity,
i : eason R nati < h as
s fal.lfn from S’ﬁ"fiigﬁ?g bc};;grcga[ioﬂgl ;Zgég);’ound PO‘I’; Sstﬁ: 0
Cwailing personal i ), t
family ir%iqulity, closet iniq“;‘y' wi‘f,: R o ofdthe £°fvi all upfti‘f!é
i i ess from nd no o
tt erre without so‘-mdnan d putrified sores. Ato us. Take heed,hee o
:t g.m fgll o b;u 1se(s)rd of God to come ‘;)I,l k‘:n. wine in
€mble at the wi ]aco . kiﬂg yo .
. o Of poOl' dnn
CEd,hlpf being imsen;lb}lrf)ur beds of lqulh :Ifointing Yourseour poor
owlcs i %ours.e veast othc: sound of the v}:o is in afﬂicnonr’l go
the chief ‘pices and forget that ] or churches, your tole within and
Nation, your poor familiest,1 y°‘:hpszzms to frOW“;hge and who ;‘:’
are j i n and ea upon n ass
terr(l:]rdlSt‘rtiss' tH ?‘{,‘Zse things are Con(li‘ilstpcall your solem
comfort ¢, gudh come down, sit in the AUS
ee?

m so uncome

P —
N .
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lies, proclaim fasts, and weep bitterly before the Lord for all your
abommatlpns. You have but, as it were, played with God. You have not
trembled in his presence. You have been wanton before him, having
been without the terrour of his majesty, therefore you have confessed
and have delighted to word it out with the Lord. But, alas, you have
10 sooner gone away but you have forgot what manner of men and
;vomen you were and thought no more on your prayers. Oh, how often
ave you mocked God but, oh, be not deceived, God will not be

mocked. It appears already how God takes it at your hands, and now
gnc_f énore you have sent us hither and once more our Father hath
arrrllé etmlllpon us for we have begged him to save us yet this once more
Lord doy s ﬁremble, If it should be as at other times what will the
fhils this llll_ the end thereof? The hope that is in Israel concerning
if you v‘:’mﬁ In your putting from you that accursed thing. Oh now,
slothfulness pursue this pride, this worldliness, this coldness and
might yet quur personal neglects, your family neglects, the Lord
HiEhe ge heelxgtreated to return and have mercy upon us that we
How dodt t}?ee - ?h, that now these things might be laid to heart!
T world as a canker eat out your affections to the Lord
been ,aslee = t%oulr time, your strength, your zeal. While you have
you are bﬁt as - hap of this Dalilah, your locks have been cut off and
singular thing do ves . [HAt Whoever beholds you may say, what
tions of Si(mg- thYe. Now, then, lay to heart these crying abomina-
world is too b'eaut?f gﬁ’.neral complaint in almost all the epistles, the
carth and this hathub' Satan hath shewed them the kingdomes of the
00 much, alienated f ewitched them and their mindes are much, oh
this as a ;Tl‘Oubler £ Ir om the Lord. Oh, brethren, the lot is fallen upon
your enemies brig srael. And that for which you have fallen before
raise up such a heag It out now, and stone it before the Lord. Yea,
may make this vaup UPON 1t as it may never appear more, that God
been apparently Wri:ty of Achor a door of hope. This iniquity hath
in meetings, your pe eln upon your foreheads, witness your remissness
Christ whose daily co%neclt of the poor saints and of the ministers of
this reigning abOminatign?mts and addresses are living monuments of
all their labours Bk take’ gOUf cruelty to servants, children, exacting
shew them that ape dsirid oCtm_lc to counsel them, instruct them, to
ut Christ that miserable estate wherein they

souls
God on your behalf.mggdbe the better for you and they bound to bless

S0 dry,'uscless, and un-
ng to edification. This sin

slavish fear of be;
Wnell moutelllngo facco_un'ged selfish or the like hat

1S Iniqui
'quity hath almost devoured the poor
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churches of Christ. Oh, we would not consult with this flesh any longer
but in our places and desirc by these to provoke all the ministring
brethren everywhere also to be faithfull to the Lord and their poor
churches, to bear a faithfull testimony against every evil way that is
hated and abhored of God, what censure soever they may meet withall
from men. That of slothfulness, carelesness, another reigning evil,
from these two as the root, springs many other dangerous hurtfull
practices, the great hindrances of our work in our families, the
churches and our own souls. And because they are evils rooted deeply
in the heart it is hard to get them out. And we have by experi-
ence found how well they are able to bear with testimony against them,
with reproofs and counsels and yet lie close. They are sermon-proof
and epistle-proof. So strong that they have wrested all weapons out of
the hands of saints and ministers that have been formed against them.
Now we desire we may no longer rest in a testimony of words but
proceed to take some effectual course that sin or sinners may be
purged out of the house of God. In order to this we desire the
churches that they would set some day or dayes apart wherein they
may bewail these iniquities and pollutions of Sion before the Lord and

to bring their souls into a through [sic] sence of them also. That the

ministring brethren would, without respect of persons, bear their

constant testimony in their ministry and from house to house night

and day, warning everyone to flee from those abominations. That at

least they may deliver themselves from the blood of souls having

declared to them the whole counsel of God. And if still it be persisted

in and plain proofs of it in the waies and works of the professors of

Christ, we leave it as the churches’ special duty to pursuc it b_y

dealing with it untill sin or sinner be purged away. We shall leave it

to the Lord and those whom the Lord hath intrusted with his oracles

to be further opening and alledging those things whose words we

desire may be heeded.

Another evil we had thought to have spread before you for want
of opportunity we shall now omit yet desire you may lay it to heart.
Look over again our former epistles and that from Chard. We have
laboured in vain: that which hath been brought forth hath bc_en to so
little purpose. And now, brethren, our hope is in your obedience in
those things and we hope we shall rejoyce in you. Nay, we do rejoyce
in our hope of you. In this hope we commit you to the Lord_and to
the word of his grace who is able to build you up and to give you
an inheritance amongst them that are sanctified. We remain. e

We have appointed our next meeting at Dorcester and ps}llrtc
the churches to send their messengers tﬁa be t1h6esrc8: the 2d day (at night)
of the 2d week of the 3d month (vul.) May : T

From the meeting of the me(ssengers of the churches l}? flr‘l:’lzgloez»
this 18th day of the 7th moneth 1657. Signed by us, In (el ’
and by their appointment, : us,

gours deall)rFl)y to love in and ready to serve you for CgrL’Zts g::sm

THOMAS COLLIER,*® NATHANIEL STRANGE, THOMAS :

B  m——
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An account of the meeting at Dorchester, May 1658
John Cooke etc., to Sir John Copleston.

Honorable,

In pursuance of your instructions we speeded to Dorchester
where wee cam on monday night aboute eight att night delaying.thc
time untill then, because wee would avoid observation in our cominge
and in order to the concealement of ourselves left our swords at
Barport. Suddenly after our coming to Dorchester wee delivered your

honour’s. letter to Mr Bushrode, who thereupon readily engaged his
best assistance then

( acquaintinge us that some of the Annabaptists
had beene with the mayor, himselfe and major Strange®® being present

and _desirqd to have one of the churches to meete in which, after some
consideration and debate,

- hee refused to grante them. One tuesday
morninge the Annabaptists mett in a place of there owne where wee
had a trusty and fitt agent attendinge them, thereby to gett knowledge
of the number and quality of the persons assembled, as also what they
did, who acquainted us that the wholl forenoone was spent in re-
cetvinge and readinge certaine letters, (by them styled epistles) which
were sent by the respective churches whose messengers there mett.
W_herle there were many. The inscription of all which epistles was
this, viz. An epistle from the church of Christ in ............ to the
messengers of the several] churches of Christ who are now assembled
att a generall meetinge in Dorchester. The subject matter of most of
them (besides salutations) was to inquire the estate of the other
churches and to give an accounte of their owne, the motive to both
beinge the consideration of the season, which they assert to be a time
of apostasy and persecution, wherein the sufferings of Syon were.
There subscription was under such terms: subscribed by your fellow-
members and sufferers in the body of Christ. The regilater of this
affair Wwas one Collier a clarke, all the while attendinge and recordinge
the said epistles. The afternoon was spent in prayer and such kinde of
E}:Cacl}:ungc as they customarily use wherein there were eight employed
boilt 4 “ﬂedtlme. In there prayer all of them much complained of th’e
aﬁlicii ;’-ﬂ Sl;lffe_rmgs of the saints some callinge it the time of Syon’s
hand ar:ld ‘i‘éffrﬁm dth v glorious lights on the right
order to th 1anc are shutt up in bonds, vehemently praying that, in

.. [0 their dellverapce God would put a hooke into the

treaSllrerS at arr. MI' i
3 arren MI i
W 4 W X ) Harrlson and S§1X more fIC
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was spent in
remainder of the time then as also the afternoont,
answering certain questions, viz, : ore, might law-
1. Whither one 0;1 there church-members, bel:rglfiapo Al
fully secke after and receive reliefe from t}}C “;ully' marry
Whither a church-member might law (
unbeleever ? ch truthes (not
3. Whither a teacher might preache and presssoec tscl)] him are yet not
being fundamental) on his hearers as appearinge enierall? .
generally received for such by the Chu_rcl.]cs e g_[h oyle meﬂtion‘?d n
hat is to be understood by anointinge Wi :

ted
. jall oyle they anoin
the epistle of James etc., whither 1t were materiall oy

2 ! . ?
With and whither such unction be now in use:

e paviags o of linds bec pon rcqmsxsrletr tOgreate and the
The debate about these questions wa:1 eci?;nuc. Al that was
ANSwers at last resolved soe empty as not Wort ;uscripct they had got

onn besides was the perusall of a little ma e and answere
Printed, intituled Sertaine queries and answers pc g
l fower generall mectings, two whereof wer it
church who sent there messengers thither, the éotrl " captaine Vernon
N0t understand. That afternoone one John ﬁty;hcre e prlvatcfl:
and adjutant Allen’® came to towne. Att mgrincipple s Were anc
Meetinge in the George, where many of the p P rise aboute ther
amongst other thinges there debated, a great C%or ‘hat time 1ot COB-
Joyninge with the fifth monarchy men, but e i
cluded by reason of captaine Kiffin’s Opposc! ?[hé clocke, there melt

hursday morneinge a little after eight oastors “nd teachers qndy

a1 the George Inn all the grandees with thelp osort of others dcx}:ﬁer
where (the doore beinge close shutt and all ¢ debate but whi
Untill two in the afternoone, they satc cl;)fs o ight befo
about the fifeh monarchy business, (broke off t
€ise, could not learne. All the day their pt{l] 2
Accustomed place was carried on and maclosc ot
~Peakinge o before, butt att eveninge another

What purpose also unknowne. . the accustom

tiday morninge they mett againe It oo
forenoonc in prayer. In the close of there o
aat the messengers of the churches were dCSlcCCiVC i
roamber they mett in the night before, tO rte 'o the s€ o
oot of the generall meetinge to Comr.nun!;?ortnatioﬂ Y Ch ?ry con-
Tagy " home they came and to reccve i o but what t ¢ etinge
Place appointed for the mext generall mcct}ﬂg for the next me
Clusions were on the day and place assignc
Wee could pot learne. ) d to there TeSPE
is donne the company dispersc © { the comm
We are your Honour's 4

with an

tinge was helds

ctive hon’,ncs.
onwealt S

, servants
faithfull and most humble Ser¥ oHN COOKE

DaNIEL CARY
GEORGE FORDE:
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15 May 1658, .
The principall persons at this
Mr John Cary
Adjutant Allen
Captaine Vernon
Captaine Deane,
Captaine Kiffin
r Warren
Harrison
Mr Collier of Wells
Strange of Barnestaple
Mr Sheires of Plymouth#®
r Mercer of Bridgewater

Mr Glasse of Bovey Tracy*"
Mr Hitch of Limess,

meetinge were these under:

one of the treasurers at warr. London

The names of any other we could not get.
The Generql Meeting at Wells, May 1659 49 Jeth
The messengers 1o the severall churches to whome they belong sen

greeting in the Lord, lot g5 not be wary of well doing for in due
Season wee shql] reape if wee fai

ainte not.

Precious and deerly beloved in the Lord, our

Our heart’s desire and prayer to God is that both youi] yed
churches and wee your messengers may bee awakened, strengt enhe r;
established, enlightened and preserved faythfull to the death and ,ttles
wee shall recejye the crowne of life, Notwithstanding the many ep 1she
you have recejveq from former meetings and the little successe t tg
have.been attended with which, to our griefe, wee have cause 0
mention. Yet wee judge ourselves bound in duty both toward the nam
of the Lorq and

: : —and
your poore soules to adde this one epistle more—an
the Lord grant that i

10 you and s, And, first, that hee should make choyce 011;

such unworthy ones ang give his Sonne to dye for us and send fort
1s Spirrite in the Gospell of peace to call us from darknesse. Yea,

when wee WEre running to the pit of missery to bring us backe and put

Us among hjg children, setting us together in the hevenly places in
hrist Jesus, giving us the everlasting hope of everlasting glory. Yea,

iued:_tthlfngs that eye hath DOt seene nor eare heard nor entered into the
art of m

a0 S0 wee may CTy out with David, Oh, how great is thy
goodness which thou hast | that feare theg May not

aid up for them
our hearts leape for jo this glory and bee much

le: Oye in the thoughts of

to the admiring the dlstmguishing grace of God that wee shaould be

chosen, othgrs left. We have also cause to
od and hjs Power in keepin

trueth wh,

€I¢ 50 many are lost in the ¢
from the Precious w

D k.
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. vours to cast fire
And yet, notwithstanding the 'cncm}’lygcsl i}r,lgccah urches in a go}?d
in the Sanctuary, yet the Lord hath prt’.seI'Vr ifrs are few ar}d wea eé
Measure in peace and unity and, tiGugh ou 11g their skill, might havd
our opposers many and strong who, w1t13 - aspersions upon 1t ar;h
endeavoured to blocke up our way, castmgl hath given us and dOof
4150 very much rages opposing, yet the L(;f arts for the teacheing e
Continue tq us many open dores in severall p attended, through t :
the Gospell to the world which hath beenin that great worke ot
lessing of the Lord, with good sus;kcesfscsur mercys wee should ncoh
Conversjon and, further, in taking notice 0 l?neSse there is f‘.’und rr;,l%ch
orget this, that although by meanes of dar about those things W lof
ifference amoﬁgst us in our apprehensions day the knowledge £
relate to the worke and those of the lat[t]elrl for our ruine, yet tsc:
Which Causing [sic] our adversaryes to w?tc e love and tendernes
Ord’s pleasure in such mercy [is] to p'erdorirrrllg it our duty [to keegs
dmongst us 5o that wee are still engaged ]uhgre the Lord hath fSEtweé
Ur communijon together in the church w hich to our grieie k=
Only S0me few members of one church (¥hese things are mczl1 ire
heare) haye Separated upon that account. hurches which wee, hezur
joye and prayse unto the Lord in the Clg acquaint you Wltde to
May bee accomplished. And nowe wee wourerul’rlCS that are maf but
Matters of complaint. And, first, the little re made partakers 0 both
¢ Lord under aj these favours that wee a ved. Wee meanc, ding
Which Y] Hessckiah wee may bee I'epr?znde'red againc aCCf0 rthosc
?cl)eslie“gers and churches, that wee h? o ﬁ?ttler under the senli:r: of. .
the iving too 1 arta 3
8reat f:\sgflfst st}?z?tn\?v;:n}:;\?es,b]éznegand still are made p hat

. kcesse t
little suc .
ee have cause moreover [to lament]'sttlllgs and other .meangsst
Al oyr ¢ndeavours have had, both prayers, €pi s presents us g

che > f: that
€ opening of the state of the chur 4 reformation 0
€ same things that wee have endeavou
WOI‘ldly

ity
church and famlre
Spirite of deadnesse and coldnesse,v:lew;zve grounds t?nff;? ;
eglects ape still found amongst us so that S e Complalgat s,
at thel‘e is t()[o] much a seting downe - further t!’lCﬂ W rophit
COnfessing Without forsakeing and what to S gt Only with the get e
beene S2id in our former epistles wee knowe nhéll Fepe in s¢ 68
Jererniah, if you will not heare our soules.s1 trom Tiverton a.n ;f
You, Wea entreat you, take a view of the epistic and bee doing erhES
Jou CXpect merc yb ‘ the Lord’s returning, ulp and in the churct
Mk reforrnZtioi both in your own SOUCS ot with in
o your familyes, not only a casting aw%yAnd this wee sayot as
::_ %3y, What have}i to do any more with iﬁgcséfor th yee walke
thl;hgthe.apostles testify in the Lord that

to

: at wee put ¢

entil ked in it ity of their wishes but th an which
€8 walked in the vani

the 0

the new
: e put on
ma i and that we
after G N which is corrupt

inesse.
and true hOlmesshat wee f(.)und

the prima-

0d is created in righteousnesse
B3) Wee h

t

! neglects

in ave cause to complaine Offﬁt?fgsseacc%rdmg 1o
Many churches about the setling of 0
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t of gifts
tive paterne though now, it appeares not to bee hf:raf‘;:irrlcs of the
amongst several of them. Through this neglect [d for the cnemy 10
house of God are much neglected and dores opene

ur gifted
scofe at us and make breaches upon us and the hands of o
brethren much

being

weakned in the Lord’s worke: severall .Oift;h(?{‘r;]c Jast

laid open to an indifferent and careles frame of spé;t n'eglcct that

thing we shall present as mater of complaints is the gr ing after the

is found in many of such a searching into and press about the

knowledge of ¢ i d in the scriptures f which

ter dayes, by rcason l(z)liﬂt wee

is much upon us. These matters of comnliongst the

desire may bee fervently weighed and laid to hearc; af but utterly

churches and oh thar they may not only bee complaine OCC desite A0
forsaken by thoge that are giity of them, And, further, w

ave not all the same measure of llgh:{c bee
Consider that wee all know but in parte and if that p?n other
in some trueths i may bee more to another

trueths. Ther

A as a
efore ag everyone hath received so let him walke
faythful] steward of th

ecause
at grace. Let us not fall out by the way b
Wee are brethrep but

. our
let all our things bee done with, and all
ifferences bee manna
glory of God and the

C i f the
ged in, a spirit of love simply enquireing 0

e Lord, may bee mucﬁ rtl(_’
: . Wee further desire that the co
rendes lying ;

u
In their blood among whome yo
tymes past) may bee ‘much y (
and thar, both at f

Pon your hearts before the Lof'cl
1 - home apgd abroad, You may much endeavour thcl.f
conversion, Apq It may bee 4 VEry acceptable service to the Lord i
you may bee sendinge forp, the j

Joyful

cealso Seqprcly e 1 sound into darke partes dr?m;)}:g
i 0 desire that both i, your families and abroad in
world yoy k soberly, faythfully,

ealing justly to the prayse

3 101
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3 Thouf’h'wcc
of him who hath called you to his kingdome :I:jcisigrlcort)(’) prcsc;t 1t to
might present much more unto you wee shal . not only bee accepted
the Lord for you, praying that our labours may

’s glory
- the Lord’s g
by you but also may bee very usefull amongst you to

rd of his grace
and your good. Wee commit you to the Lord and the wo
wi ervants in
, and servan
Signed in the name and by the your brc[h}:cart] t:lr:ly S bo[f}
aPPoyntmcnt of the messengers the LordrgScm Iy desies, e
assembled ¢ Wells, the 13th yo}llfr rcp "
day of the 3rd month 1659. welfare. ona COLLVGE.
NATHANIEL STRANGE.
ing is appoyn-
The next meeting 1§ ; :
tlcgttg bee at Brldg“atleéﬁt()m
11th of the 8th month 1639.
Severqy)

y Zells, 13th
queryes and answers at the generall meeting at i
Y of the Ird

. s to
£ v a2 t Whether it bee lawfull for any member or members
Orbarc h

Waitin, - Practice of any ordinance of Christ when the church
.o Ibon the
praCUSlngc the Lord there

in if they bee in a capacity for the
reof

* . the worg, capacity, in the question being undcrs[ml(:;id(c\:

iny, o body or not being lawfully called from home or n?ncmbcr
10 koo OV the Church, wee answer that it is the duty of C\‘/cr); S
i is place in the church in the pcrformancuzfzizs.zo‘
I lginﬁs hrist. Hep. 10.25, Acts 2.42, Mat. 26.27,

- Cor, 2,14.37. 1f i ‘ ) i
ch lery 2. CL;Oc:htc}?crc bee any further duty lym}gxi;l%?ny.
5y Ward such 5 member then to admonish them to “and e
ower:  he qQuestion depending upon the former ‘h oo
piood ag ¢Xplained in the answere, Wee judge the churc s
o ol Such Person according to the rules of Christ, . tﬁ X
shall bee found, in all faythfulnesse and tcnckrm‘h:s‘u‘;‘ e
cther or noe it bee a duty at all tymes f()\bt)t ¢
Angyya. Y Prayer in the church before the word pr\cz;d.ud.d .
¢h i t}r{ Wee judge that prayer is a duty to bee performe >
3.6, Cts 24(: ‘Aring on of the ordinance of Christ, Eph. 6.18, ro;r.,
DEerrmed befo, € also judge it necessary at all tymes to bee sollem y
%};ur}?}h Ct8620;c ehtering upon ejther preaching or prophesying in the

this ¢,

Ml Phil, 4.6, I Tim. 2.1. Wee would not be understoode
ruct
the OQ,:]Qr 4 a word

Unde,
deg)
of th

of preparation. _ ) o
"dinance ether a memper leaving his place in the church in
mmresti rge 9 reaking bread upon the account of his not scing of
Birist and, aftera 12 month wai

ting, being then withdrawne
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from by the church for th F—

i tance? or were under the
Wlﬂwurtlsl;;lgf? Wee judge that though a_m?ml;;r \:r‘;er:ngtlf to omit the
of sight of interest in Christ yet it was sin in that

. dgc
5 . and wee Ju
ordinance which Christ hath appoynted in his church
hee ought to be sens

B thc ChU.rC
able of his neglect of duty yet chc idnCS;]fi‘; reception.
may use much tendernesse toward such a member o
Heb, 10.23, 1s, 50.10, Gal. 6.12. h doth invest him ¥
Query's. What is the power that a churc .
whom they call to the office of an elder? o ferred to a form
nswer:  the resolution of this question is re
answere given tg 5 questi

h
. the fift
Stion much of like nature proposed at

generall meeting at Charde,

~uery 6. Whether the ans

hi ine
v m aga
receirve ni

at anlCCt the church may

erall
were of the brethren at the fift gen

- s to the
5 S ministry
meeting concerning the sending forth of the Gospell

world were 5 hasty conc

; lect
. es’ ncg
lusion or whether it bee the church
in not sending?

. t
ill is tha
Was then the sense of the assembly a“gugs}t;t to sen
Capasity that the churches are in they
there minjsters 10 preach the Gospell to the world.

. by
1 them
- Whether that life of which the saints have in
faith s God’g hature in reg

2 e [the
Pect of offence of whether it be
1s influence that

L er the
iptures. But, to bee curious mqu“mg.;f;ns, 1t
g€ it not to bee the worke of Chﬂwhat it’s
(as wee apprehend) uns_earchablg-uits of the

PPrehend to bee i the gifts, operation and fr
68. 22

there-
ut what further wee must leave,
brethren concerned ip

. 1o and
¢ if they pe only soldjers under the power in being 2
and the church having

then Meerly ing {

ith

nothing more to charge thc?grwthc
In the army wee judge it not lawfull ith the
ion. Lyke 3.14, Acts 10.12,33 wi con-
; 1S Was asseneq unto by a]j €Xcept one who was
trary Minded 5 or 8 that doubteq_ If so then— from
Question 9. Cther it bee sinfull for Mmembers to separate fr
€S that haye beene of at present ape i
nswer:

) 1 such a practice?
at it is sinful]

atc
for members to Sepacr‘1
CCNS, or at present are, in such a practice.
o S brethren doubteq a8 to thig answere,
Question 10. How arre jpg Warrant.

e e g en
able for ministring brethr
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Or other members to have fcllowshipp
under the admo

: such separation and
gilty of such sep
nition of the church.
Other |

R > or some
Swer: in poe other way but in :1dn’10n15fhllilgn:hkm
i . avmi em.
awfull meaneg tending to the reclayming of t
From g, essengers of the severall
on the

churches assembled at Brid gwater
¢ dayes of the 3rd
semblegq in Lyme

month to the church of Christ

' our king, priest and prophitt ]'csu‘s Ih(}l;ill:l];
his ctppp oY, 2nd Peace bee multiplyed unto you in his name B
S Clerng]) Pt from the inyigsib)o God the Father of the faythfull.
& parte of our duty to you-\\"la'rfis ll:\
Cing all 5 ¢ account of the effect of our meeting : ;\ ‘ugl_ u
d, there did appeare a great measure of the pir l
¢ throne of grace with much fayth an(‘
the gracious presence of the Lord to bee
amonggt g t i ;
Waytin ye befOre : S

0 guide us ip respect of what did 0;
8. And, afier Some tyme had been spent in wz% (l)
cOr’sﬂrn o Lo > WeC were thep excercised in a way of de ‘alL
ordalnirlln% e cheife Of our meeting, namely, the more orderly
Work t}glat £ brother Thomas Collyer for the performance of that
gathcring anhcc h beene a long
Was &

; g lyme excrci§cd in, namely, 1r{

8enery)| onﬁm}mg the church And, _ﬁrsg, in our C!cbatc‘thgru\
QhUrch of o coClusion that ap orderly ordinatjop of ministery In the
apmer of orgir IS an ordinance of i ce. But, in he

Christ now in for
much debage was

¢ laying op of hands,
and herein "t Was not a fy) consent, Thejge
%, brog 1t Church: From 810N, brothey Pendaryig, with angthey
"abbe 'y, - Other Hig ang Broth oG brother Goo man; from K.
1‘”0ther Eljj t; rol;.ng arsons; from Bro_otc,": brother
om By tol, e ,cbrolhcr Parsons; in Brldgwatcr,

SCrupling,
O act in iy
only how their
> thing. T

‘ 3 and Appoyntinge
ch & Omas Colfjer in the name of our Lord
b 0 the 1xches wh Cin it (o the worke of the
the rethre ches which was performed hy
Who were formcrly ordained and now called
Da g CaUSQ X 1r dl.l' A z
rtlcu d jo

esicred by the rest of their brethren
hycs 2 L2 g g bresent who are confident that
Ef Gog Will ro frute thereof in due tyme to the
deere 1,
his g

At our seryice may bee
wee have de

d ourselyeg
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ity to
hereunto, wee desiring your growth in the grace of and conformi;llythc
the Lord Jesus, wee rest subscribing ourselves your servants
Lord and in the wayes of his holinesse.
It is desired by this assembly :
1. That brethren be sent fr
the 18, 19, 20 dayes of th
2. To bring with them a br
every church to whome ¢
3. Such questions as are of weight, eces-
4. Their bounty to a Poore brother of Bridgwater whose great nc
sity was layd open before us.
5. That the brethren to o
bee straytned in tyme

6. 2 things were presented by brother Collier to be remembered:

1. By way of request that wee remember him to the Lord in
the churches, Eph. 6.18f., Ro. 15.30f.

igh
By way of exhortation: that wee walke worthy of our hig
calling. Eph, 4.1

: ton
om the respective churches to Taun
e 7th month next.

f
eefe narrative of the fayth and order ©
hey belong.

: to
rder their occasions beforehand as not
when meete.

Signed with the consent of the assembly,

By ROBERT ADDRIDGE*  Tomy WrLLs "

FOOTNOTES.
‘1178; C?llier see ‘Thomas Collier a
n.l,

(1}96(1; Nuttall, “The Baptist Western Association 1653-1658’, ¥.E.H., 2
* At this point the Lyme Ch i ek’
; iy wiol000k, 26, adds: in order to the practi
:}iltltfhndfu 1y, upon enquiry what chu;'che’s have brethren fitted to be parte 5
o ai ) (}r this worke, wee offer our understanding that these may bee th11 :
Ril:l;e)ny}a 5011;1 the church of Bradley 1 3 from Bridgwater and Taunton z

nd Parret 1; uppit 1; Tiverton 1 5 Plymouth 1. And the cours
nveniently 10 bee taken for the accomplishment of this worke in th:
s et the now teq be sent to the respective churches to inform

. Jerein. And that oy brother Collyer and brother
O Visite the church,

e for the accomplishment of this

nd Gangraena Edwards’, B.Q., XXIV;

» London 1854, 104f, gives the 44th

for the prajse of heorfession: “Thar the ministry of civ’ngjustice (being
i them that do wey and punishment of evildoers) is s
or fear lgut for i duty of the saints to be subject thef:f:
p}icgtions S bionscldmce sake...And that for such,

made ints’ ts cited
>% Pet. 2.13f, anq 1. Tim, bzstl}.hc saints’. The tex

—

5

L

T

. of OQuakerism (Ed. 1955), 218.

o

£y 2
: at th all, op. citss
man represented Bridgewater 4t (70 (Nuttall,

i
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i ibi : Atkins and
g}get;ignitorlis (zeré:lh(;il:‘yltd';n;/;)iﬁg at Bridgwater, Alexander
e churc
i ercer.
Togfastl'yecl}lxzrch meeting at Tauntorll{,ogefll_‘tmx‘;dgé i3
Of the church meeting at Ryden, = Parsons: Sprake.
Sf the church meeting at Hatch, Georg? L7000 ond John Sp Anger.
(¢) . Ch ch meeting at Chard, Robert | Scriven and William
O£ tt}l:: churdh meeting at Somert%v ‘fg’%:?:et and 'I'honllza_zh Sz;;efcyc;a i
: 11s, Davi nd Richa .
8§ gle 2?13;?}11 rxﬁiﬁﬁﬁg :E ggf:dn,wre, "I'l}omals‘I g?,:h a 5.9
QX the hurch masing . Stos, Vil ) g oy S B
Of the church meeting a ; Thomas Bud. b and Nicho
8§ tk}lle ChlrrChhmcgzltrilr%ga;tMI:Ilggﬁu <;iradley, William Cra ey
the church m Suiie )
Elliot. it. Edmund Burford and
Of the church meeting at Luppit, James Nobs.
Of the church meeting at Segibuf}’i_lemy Hineham. ik
Of the church meeting at Bristol, Lime, Abraham Podger. the church
Of the church mccti?g int am%h r;:aihe Aot qugry Cagctgom 2
k, 28f. notes U ird from X ¥ 'aunton
o S o Tt B S I e
resumably, . i1 1655. ) terfor s
Segts:mw};v:: e1’6?4 and at ﬁgldngt_er.gg ?n%nbroma Aﬂ;fg *{’mgza it vvitha g:é‘
St o ostbock, T35, Bigeess 8 e e savon of e nd that in
bl e separah_s hand in writing th?.l and covetousnes Beginnings
lf’°1°"°(}11 Co}l\he;}ur}dcgva'terford was their pride The
rom the church in

'[h\Vﬂi[c;
X » See W. C. Brai
the particullers before mentioned.” See said) in Scotland,

. ized (as hee SBIT) o = resence
: ine Grime babUzec &5 oo rell in thing

Ibid,, 23, inserts: ‘One Captane o his pride . B0 euid ey sOme S
our brother Collier feprovloﬁ finde fault with il : sride that ever wresf!ﬂt are
of some brethren said, D%Ythe most abommabeers%ns which at P
if you were in Irlel';md. ?m’ioniﬂg particular P :ned Collier in May
professing people!—m . ich ordaine eeting, at
forborne’. ted at the meeting ‘:[I“:hc April 1655 mg “the
Bridgewater was rv%pﬁssfmit g represg‘éfi%s an October 1656 ang at
1654 by Tobias Wells; ander ALK ter in OC i
Wells in April 1656 a? %lgl?épfesmted Sltaf ;Zar. A one_ mem ion
1656 Confession. 'Idt ev:';later in Novemb‘i:ed to su_l'rel’ldeé1e 1656 Ctnlf‘”"'::i;'c
the meetml% gt BI.':hg Taunton, was_as ho signed
Wwater, linked wi

t] by
w ‘of Bridgewater SF |-
» (Thomas Mercer | as ‘of William
evangelism. ‘Mr MerC'Iggunto n?) was d;%allbiggias \Vglls Ifol;%on- o
as representanvet SOfin Dorchester in 11% 58 Assembly in o)
government agen e

: il 1656
Wells in Aprtl 17007
< il 1655, at rch was als
e was probably i lcsriségewat?r “}oi‘p"l 656. The ChurCL "0l n in
church was represente nfessi

0! i query at
i the Co d put up 2 sts
e Williz&m tlilé‘;:t:;g;e%ctober 1oh 8 ton as earlY-I-ﬁ: 2}16 10, (wag
0 urch

Sepeme 1657 nurch at Tauston, ™108). April 1656 an¢
T to; 8 cIt ds’, op s in BPD 4 165
e Ol wroteG ngraend Ed'wa{65§, at We the Novemchurch, to
represen Comeli;a%%ewster in é\5p6nlConfexsion' ith Bridgewartlef;t the 1689

" t
reg;ﬁggtc&;ier Signedmtehf:hl}rch WR-ZI{’ sfeep;esented Taunto!

i i ter Winn

meeting at Bndgewa_ T Thomas
send out an evangelist.
Assembly in London.

eengﬂA".l 552 nd
meeti i id Barret 2
water tl by Davxci

*Wells was represented at

the Bridgew: signed

n was ¢, OX
in April 1656 ar;ie D. P. Underdo
omas Savery. *
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for references to Barret ] )
and th d been
formed by the spring of e suggestion that the congregation ha

1653. In th by C 1’s agents on the
D : e report by Cromwell’s ag )
Tﬁ;Chch&::hmeetmg in May 1658 Thomas Collier is mentioned as ‘of Wells.
Pr bl Slent Timothy Brooke to London to the Assembly of 1689-
163553“‘”3’ 1654 20 it Was represented at the two meetings held in the town if
" Wedmore was re ; i
1 presented at Bridgwater in April 1655 and at Wells 1o
C%Sa?s TT‘}}:: 111656 Confession was signed by 'Igl?omas Urch and Richard
* Hatch Bmuchurch sent George Stant to the 1689 Assembly in London.
sented by Gce amp is the next village to Stoke q.v. The church was repre-
ordained. Ty s8¢ Farsons at Bridgewater in May 1654 when Collier Was
in April 165¢. po 0 TePresented at Bridgwater in April 1655 and at Wells
Jeremiah Day 1o glll-seoﬁrﬂgo Xgnedbtlhe 1656 Confession. The church sent
*Riden j p n Assembly of 1689.
churchliviyff“ In the parish of Williton (G. F. Nuttall, op. cit.). The
1656 and Ry ot 2t Bridgewater in April 1655, at Wells in_ April
water meeting helq ignﬁge' signed the Confession of 1656. At the Bridge
’STenhg 0}‘1"5 a single evangel(i);t?mbcr 1656, ‘Riden’ with ‘Parrot’ was asked 0
C .
‘Captairllug;aﬁitngggfdés supposed to have been founded before 1653 bY
Water in April 1655 (B.Q., 1V.30). The church was represented at Bridge”
October 1655 ang A Presumably at the two meetings held at Chard, i
October 1636, “Tonc Pril 1657, at Wells in April 1656 and at Excter if
and John Sprake 'lshec 2{:" ession of 1656 was signed by Robert Channon
s %}' 1\William Wilkins, urch was represented at the 1689 London Assembly
alwood
of Thoma:wci:soﬁfffffc‘ged at Bridgewater in May 1654 for the ordination
was listed as ‘Ki]] ¥ brothers Hitt and Parsons; on this occasion the churc!
1655 and at Exmgt}m%n - Dalwood was represénted at Bridgwater in April
ig the London Assgriﬂ:l;t ober 1656. It sent James Hitt and Thomas Payne
w poniton, 1550-1800’, T n 1689, Cf. W. °T. Whitley, ‘Loughwood an

Pithay Bap; BH.S., 1V 129-144

2aptist Church, Brista] taq .
€ague into > Dristol had received d James
(IL.541) Heppemaoership in 1653 (T.5.715. Pﬁ%ﬁls szc{;ﬁ%amygatr; IJV“' ey

% ry
Heynany v yoam, d, 1679, was believed to be their first pastor:

as ‘at Brid A
signed ridgewater in Y 7 3
Apri 1’16}1586 C;‘ogfesszon of 1656. A—f-?ly 1654 for Collier’s ordination. He als®

nd at ; e church was represented at Wells i
So?niﬁ‘OASSembly in )ieégrQ ' October 1656. It sent Xndre'w Gifford to the
.-rt0n wag 5 )
20 ﬁgpl 1656. Wiﬁ?grl:sglcsgena;nl?in&gﬁvyater in April 1655 and at Wells in
- 590N church . illiam Anger si s,
until his deat, ; as formed c, 1650. Jo g lcgrﬁle:rvﬂelse 233556 itc;m;ﬁinister
2 . erkshi Was a founder member of what has
wa};ng;eg‘eﬁi ?o?:ﬁ“ of Biljsk};;,riieAf;%cllauPoex:{ dfm further details see E- >
e ordinat; > i :
cCh}li;rcd was re Ordmatutir; %f Collier in Mg’esl,sgtl;ta%c;t_ggre,wg?gan’igh .
o ridgewater in . . :
oy ibuy, G i:r;fi a; Wells in AAp?irlﬂl 6156555 Pendarves was 2
1sted as Sy, 3 . )
th d ury in 1689 but without the name
ridgewater igplAngn§°dbury‘ 'I';;: ‘?lf]sreé}l:bly. G. F. Nuttall (Op. Cit.) i.dentl'
2 g‘; Confession 0fp16819655 and at Weljg iWas represented at the meeting at

e wa 1 April 1656, James Nobs signe
Y one ‘bsr:&%iesanggd at Co J

llier’s AN
Apnl 1655 n’ = Ordmatlon at Brid ] 654
i > sugiS ch ridgewater in May 162
?‘?iiably’ by ‘ﬁrw?g‘; ,in Aprj urch \;JtasErepresemed at Bridgewater i
1653 1S M2y have been & Dengh.mer in 165§itf1rlonlxnho-cft°b?‘ 1656 an(ejé
€ssion, The hurch enting Dalwooq. Abrahgar;] lPotgls were ggntlhe
rchard in 1689 t%el;hségiondon

21

™

** North Bradley sent William Crabbe and Nicho

pe

2

“ For John Pendarves see D.N.B. and E. A. Payne, Th
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.gsscmbly, See W. T. Whitley, ‘The Baptist Church at Lyme Regis’,
.Q., VIII, 1936-7, 44-8. s i i
Dartmouth’ may have been founded by the close of 1646 Wllte}:i lé’;kﬁovgﬁ
Paul Hobson, Jvimey 11.133f. At this period the church wasd at Exeter in
%tccd. It was represented at Bridgwater 1n April 1655 an

ctober 1656. : + d in Exeter
Totnes had Henry Forty as its pastor in 1656, He was imprisonec
Ban) in 1666 Tr ot et Eepresentcd at Bridgewater in April 1655, at

.. Wells in April 1656 and at Exeter in October 1656. I1.1396).

Luppitt was founded in 1652 and later met at Upottery (Ivimey, 1 iin
e church was represented at Bridgwater 1n April e 1?5(16 act‘ogission.

April 1656. Edmund Burford and Samuel Ham signed the 1636 Zomrtrd]
e church put forward a query at Tiverton 1n September ¢

alwell was sent to the 1689 London Assemblyias Elliot to the ordination

ented

of Thomas Collier at Bridgewater in May 1654. Th%%llll;minwaj\ ;erli)res1656.
again at Bridgewater in April 1655 and at i hesll 1070
Crabbe and Elliot signed the Confession of 1656. In Jﬁnhough 3 e Berkt
congregation organised itself as an independent group a g e e
stood related to North Bradley, W. Doel, Twenty £0 e
Iliondon 1890, 8. 11. In 1672 Thomas Collier was license

orth Bradley, T.B.H.S., 1.122. A

:southweek}:’ sent ]osef)h Halton and John Layes to the :
oo ¢ Baptists of Berkshire,
e on his life and work

ndon

.165&1' Also note 20 above and my forthcoming L Regent’s
mn e .0O. . * (24
'AmngBﬂQw Whitchurch MSS preserved in the Aa%:zhrlxggi%yés a list of
Park College, Oxford, there is a copy, Of this letter The Devon churches
the churches whose messengers attended the mecmfﬁppitt, Barnstaple and
listed were: Exeter, Totnes, Plymouth, Tiverton, ey, Amesburys ‘Cleppen
Bovey Tracey. The Wiltshire churches were: Brad'ey,

Netten’ and Andover, ‘Amesbury’ is likely is an
known as Porton, since Amesbury was ong oﬁﬁed ‘Andover (Hants) is
drew members ‘(fleppen Netten’ is still umdenrigin;11 centre for the c}nér
Unexpected inclusion—but that town was theho rches were: Bristol, Ry eﬁ,
now known as Whitchurch. The Somerset © uStoke; Wedmore, T%f}mtvoil"
Wells, Somerton, Bridgwater, Chard, h Pearot’s ‘Buell’_was l'eto in
Wincanton, Min,chcad, Hatch anc;S c?loutto send out an evangelist | .

ut Ryden ‘with Parret’ t}\:'easletter and the queries

. ndon mn 689-. . the
eovel and Perriot’ sent Thomastxﬂfﬁetqa{gr is a~lscol et 0

churche Lyme and Osming remainder
‘hningsto:eghuéh book in August 1656'st£2§irc and Loo¢ 't " ed with
‘Sidbury’ (Chipping Sodbury?) in GIOUCEIEr 1 her 1656, WaS T Coate,
Looe w%xich ‘;fsp a]sgo reprcsentcd at Exeter lftl for whom see Mm‘}’cit
the Cornish Baptist leader Robert3Bem:fD. P. Underdov;rel’sgp(;‘onfession
Cornwall in the Great Civil Git., 216, ; (?rf ttl;i? the two sets 0
wa?r{sgggﬁﬁgrf'tg:tﬂé‘&% but?, as a compaﬂs)’ it is clear that
churches represented indicates sie:ter, meetfing-

November 1656—see both

¢

m Wells, for the

s fro e
» Confession was issued by am;fshzfﬁsigna [ ,‘hi l:g;ted for the ﬁrsz t“g:s
athaniel Strange appears; & Barnstaple 1S TEPT 0 o4 that Strans® Lo

e
first ti it should be note in 1658 PO eter in_OC
whiléuéiogg’cﬁt’ss agents at Dorchcst_er.nl rom Exets

A emaining
from there. He signed al ti‘r%vi:mber,

e 9. Som
1656, from Bridgwater in NOVETG i in May 1055 "had been an ©
e b o Whitley's bibliograPhly Egitey, 56-647)
in Robert Lilburn’s regiment i i
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“Instead of the final paragraph,
Churchbook, 39, has:

although some straights
present from answering

. oo’ the Lyme
‘Onely whereas. . . cmerpﬂzezx’lt d:,nto us,
‘And as for the queries you have bsled us at the
of time and other wayes have dls?)f our duty is
your expectations, yet the sense arid oppertumt)é
strong upon us and we have referred it to ‘another umde brethren that ?rn
wherein the advantage of the light of some other honoure mple satisfactio
not now with us wilbe obtained, wee trust, to your more a ace of our Lor
y ee hope shortly toligimou’ an account of. The gr s R
esus Christ be with you a . en. ; urche: 3
Since the transcrip{’ in the Lyme Churchbook also lists threa;}ﬁ of rebuke
ad sent messengers, among them Lyme itself, the paﬁa & robabilitys
printed by Collier was not in order and hence, in all p
alternative ending,

Stokes
. Cy )
¢ churches which sent messengers were: Bristol, Dalwoog;hLo‘?Bouhcy ’
Lyme, Dartmouth, Tiverton, Bridgwater, Exeter, Ply%lovey’TraceY-
Totnes and Charq, ‘Bouhey’ may be a mis-transcribing of Bo ne of the tW0
* Alexander Atkins had also signed the 1656 Confession as 0 e
. [ePIesentatives of the ridgwater church, ) Exeter after th
* William Facy, in spite of Ivimey, 11.68, was imprisoned at ’;n the E
Iestoration. A MANUSCTipt version of his shorthand survl\"??‘l 689 Assembly:
ecord Office and he represented the Reading church at the Whitley 25-6
Facy was Pastor at Tiverton and got into trouble there: see
and 39-658g,
*This John Owen, who was
appear elsewhere i th
* Lyme Churchbook, 25

&

T does 1ot
a member at Dalwood-Kilmington, 4-682.
¢se records but may be the author of Wmt{fg ‘actually
: > inserts: ‘the churches wee judge that may one, Rydon
exercised in this worke are Bradly one, Bridgwater and Ta}mtoﬂ

i Parret'one, Lu‘ppit_ one, Tiverton one, Plymouth one’.

A ay
: istell m
that are not particularly named in this ep is blesse
reckon themselyes op these considerations so farre concerned in
“{lorke s 1o endeavour to

i disputé
uakers, See G o iVell;ton involved Collierll’;l a pamphlet ,
: €rs. See Geoffr Nuttall, op. cit., 217. i Ma
2 Thomag Glasse of Bovey Tracy was also at tli)]e D(’)rchester meeting 1tn1 b
1658, He shared in the Production of Whitley 36-656, had a ?varrar;g_66 6).
: A Whitley, 4-664) anq died in 1666 (Whitley, S John
Th Ing is provideq by the editor, e account is taken fro S he
hurloe, Sy Papers é174z), ed. T. Birch, vii.138f., co%la.tegsvle s
> Pt in Bodley’s Library, Rawl; son MS A Ixix.75. -
‘éﬁﬁ?@?& has only been altereq when rz;;ordswhuz:ve been either misread
* Major Strange was
¢Eor William Kiffyy Bresgmably, N
an itizen f 5 ; :
ashville, Te(;m.Lo“don: Baprist K,
4 Captain Rlch
b

athaniel Stran e. o joneer
:N.B. and my ‘Williamg Kiffin—Baptist Plfgg'/'
oty and Heritage, 11.2. July

5 nt

ence, found. higns of the Cromwelli%Il{n estalziléihme

. ound himself jp trouble after the Restora 2

1S career see ¢ : : s 1A CT the:
‘: :Mll'_ Al h};es tte]rcl’ttnte)zcum_ier his name in Whitley’s Bibliography. .
o' Was probably Edward Happ: don leader

of the Partiey ) T¢, Harrison, one of the Lon tty
@ ?“3‘06’, B.O, a\rnﬁag?ﬁtfz'o,see W. T. Whitley, ‘Edward Harrison of Pe
t is Possible that ‘John Cary’ Was the

regicide John Carew (Ivimeys

] 0 s

9 109
NTRY TO 165
AssocraTioN RECORDS OF THE WEST COU

. d whose
. . etingplace an
I1.123-7) who provided the Exeter Baptists with a me

1len.
: ernon and A
opposition to Cromwell was similar to that of V.

@

“William Allen,
Hardacre, ‘Wi
il llen see P. N. 61-62.
; ernon and William Allen CXIX, 19 hom see
Ic::or JOhlr}'V Agitator and “Fanatic”, B'QAbrahSm Cheare. Fosrsg 39-658
o romwehlar} g th was, probably, Al f Whitley 36-656, 73
B ks of Pgmggarcd in the productlof'; 0t° 24-668 and 6-6 il
(TixSB&FeIf'esn'ceI of Wil Facy) and, PO igned the 1656 Confession f
“If this were Thomas Mercer he a member ©
5 itt he was
s [ePresentative lg/f! _Tﬁ‘i’ﬁfﬂéf Lime’ were JamaBi!géwam in 1654&ting -
%}mﬂ?rlY: if ]‘D 1‘V00d)- See the letter fromi[h this General.Mihe Lyme
©R ltli.lnlrtll_glt()lil t(tml“ a:d the queries COI'lcern,e‘il1 ‘}]ollow page 39 in
ta(l)«:n freo:m'i3 tche unnumbered. pages. Whic 1V, 292f. Ivimey oﬁﬁ[t:ed
. 7 2 td en
% I(ihurch(t:)gok.hb k, 18f., collated with Ivml&’t)l';is assembly . . - félsd‘i whicl;
thyme_ o d ccd’by ‘It is desired by n in September f the 3rd
the s1xf items mtrct>hu next mieeting: at Taurét‘?t ‘the 16, 17 dayes ©
inceiicl:t:sr?}:gi tt}?is lecttcr, whose heading dated 1 “The office to which
month’, was written in May 1654. ssage as follows:f messenger of thf
" Ivimey, ibid,, 292, interpreted this pa : as that of & T i the associ
imey, lbld., > 10 nl)'lad been ordained, w tendency over a he Western
T Thomas Collier . . kind of general SE’pennbrief history of 1 ’ the office
churches, exercising 843 J. G. Fuller, in /ématjon of Collier t(c‘:hu rches”.’
ated churches’. In 1%ed’ the event of the or all the Associated
¢ Carasion, ey o Messe e tion. from some € f the event 1
2 . Genlc_:ral‘ ‘g -thks way & quotau?vimey’s accOl!“.to) 72, and even
implication : improvement of ] (1932 Edition),
xather than Fuller S, o of British B“f’"sﬁ,’r: history mmas !
%V. T. Whitley, 4 ']’f}i‘;%a prist Union, a f" ; set of inverted '(t:ois possible to
r E. A. Payne in been the power O been set aside i our deerely
him verbatim, Such has interpretation has nd appoyntinge Christ and
qee the Ivimey-Fuller orderly ordaining af our Lord J'es"'@sl:rt.’,}’ to the
See the ‘further and more llier, in_the name Of OUF (G, Srini seems that,
loved brother Thomas Collier, in to the wor light. It de,
4 one in it th century k for a decal
1s churches who Wc;e > in a Seventeen missionary wor
Worlde and in the churches engaged in his rk
ough Collier may have been art for the Wo! n bed by
¢ had never been formally set ap out to repair. had been descrl element
; Bridgwater set ed upon d no new ent
that the meeting at Hll was, quag cit. 58f.) an The new e_lem =
ROk he had been, andES B. Underhill, olr"his functioﬂS;Vhose planting, ;1
®Njamin Cox in 1646 (E. onsibility O rches for imply !
w 1y added to his resp by the chu be read to IEEE.S . "a
as apparently a rder manifested yIf the letter B~ . ' and_thi
Was the concern for o responsible. ong the Bap <ror earlier.
Qany cases, he hac; bee;}‘y ordained t? n;n ordained 3tﬁzse two men Sl
- llier had beefi ti(c))lf-lmhe could have [thrOadICY for behalf of
= Rgusible Tere evidently indicates oty on of 1656 on
ther(i%tSCG Cf)fzefessio’z from there. See

- e
jon the ¢ Bridgwate
Robert Addridge was also to Sig behalf o

of

gncd

4. .
Co”,’cssl

56 on
ion of 16
o T%%?; Wells was to sign the Confessi




The Irish Correspondence
of 1653

Editorial Note

The ‘received texy’ )
June and July 1665x3t, (xa;he documents printed below and dated from

> was published by Joseph Ivimey in 1811' and
:‘gst, %%[\;fg:ntl){, derived from the worlz o]f ]oI;m Rippo};l.e The present
the ’Ilston Celihlshtgle ris"l.‘ of the collation of a transcript made from
Churchbook 'rlg D0ok? with the version preserved in the Llanwenart
. This is substantially different from Ivimey’s. First, 11

the actua] ;
kl::;t‘f,; ftroorln .DUblm as g.iven here a longer text is preserve
i vimey and Rippon which reflects in rather moré

1653. S titudes of the writers in the carly summer ©
Ireland ;S:ngdii,};’nsr‘l’lrge of the names of the Particulaz Baptists 10
ments of informa r¢ accurately and, thirdly, some additional frag-

g among them atl(fﬁehfil,‘;c‘f’ clarify a little further what was happen~

he history in detaj] of the

: .. S
fan only be guessed bur corpan PL tadition of these document

It seems ertain aspects of j o clear.
probab pects of it seem quite
le, for €Xample, that, when the London Baptists ha

e letter ;
; S,Iég ;‘;F(;pomng documents which John Vernon® ha
had sent out, with’ therr . T8¢ Bumber of copies made which they

i
in England, Scotland a;C(ian covering letter, to a number of churche
- They, in their turn, it was cvidc_nﬂy

Parliame

Cro 5 L ;
mwell as Lorg Protector nt and the inauguration of Qliver

110

_
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THE IRISH CORRESPONDENCE

L. The covering letter from London.
From the Church of Christ at Glasshouse, London.

Dearly beloved brethren, ise virgi

Whilest wee were slumbering and sleeping with those wise wrgm;
mentioned by our Saviour, Mat. 25, regardlesse of the obligations 2:Iit:s
Ingagements to the Lord which, by soe eminent and signall discove .
of love and works of wonder wrought for us in these last da)lzcs, o
hath layd uppon us it hath pleased the Watchman of Isracll, “;he
neyther slumbers nor sleepes, to rayse up a quickning spirit lgn us
hearts of our brethren of Ireland, provoking them to call uPII]’ d our
10 awake to rightcousness, to remember our first love, %o rcr S hole

€arts and not our garments and to turne to the Lord wit ngers of

earts that, doing our first woorks, wee might recetve aﬂdcs from
Peace from the God of peace and healings of all our WOU?reely and
him, whose propertie is to heale backslidings and to 19:'16 an ange
that the weak amongst us might bee as David and David as

of Go
: wee receaved from

Wee have sent you inclosed a coppic af what, e some measurc
them, which wee pray the Lord to sanctifie to you as 1l cration of the
¢ hath done to us, that it may serve, through thchco-(;(gc):l<—crowing to
SP“'lt, as Nathan’s parable to David and as I cdncs wantonness,
cter, to bring to our remembrance all the dea 'ri’t which have
Unfruitfullncs, want of love and unsuitablencs of spi

-wvineg of the
3 . to the grieving 9%
[SO ['0'] TUEN prevaited in g5 BTE YO0 fyl(;?s, jelouzie, the hardening
fp ot of God, the provoking of the &y ding of cach other’s hearts
F'such as know not the Lord and the Woll_llljl rtig Wee desire you tO
' these times of Gospell peace and I e] e;, neere you and, “'mh
ymunicate the same to all our beloved brelt ]rwhat effect the subject
convenient speed, to certifiec us not on qulcarts but alsoe a particu-
therin contayned hath wrought uppon yourd onditions with relation
ar accompt of theirs and your estates an ncde d uppon your. fellow;
'0 your communion each with other, as.gro}t:e faith and obedience ©
Shipp with the Father and the Sonn¢ o [wc your care %’L r
¢ Gospell of Christ. In order wheruntg scattered brethren n yo
Paines in visiting the severall wea;c oan : it
. 0
Parts, that from a thorough knowledg 0 formation from y o
Present standing, wee may reccave I - W
Tethren in Ireland, according tgﬂt communicate
0d societies wee may grounde yc shall not offer ar
glls of Christ, and what DOF-th oeur brethren’s d?;flsth 54
a ce Wi jon O L 3]
¢ you to complyan and demonstrat! e

. 5 2
‘arrying soe much evxdcnccl A e, in the very rst the grounds
3

Suitablen to the Gospel ¢ d prayen
Ave 8lrec(§;ekeopt a day of holy fasting

therein expressed and, wee nil(li -
Weapons till Satan, the WOI'®

never
st, shall .




112 THE IrisH CORRESPONDENCE OF 1653

our foo ;
fatherlytsctggi' Which the Lord hasten, for his Christ’s sake. To whos¢
and tuition we commend you and subscribe ourselves,

Yo flecti : : -
GOSpl(;‘lr],a cctionate brethren in the faith and fellowshipp of the

William Kiffin”
Edward Harrison®
Thomas White"
Joseph Sansom'’
Thomas Cowper"’
Henry Hills'*

John Perry'*
Richard Tredwell
Robert Bowes'”
Peter Scutt'’

OUI‘ Te 3 . B
the chl%rcﬁésd?;lgge ’{1 this letter is to obtaine a full knowledg of all
desire you not to f“g and, Scotland and Wales and, therfore wee
of any churches thorgcn to informe us not only concerning the estatcs
if i at are in your country or neere adjacent that S0,

1f 1t may bc ossi 2
Chul'CheS or Ssintsslb:lc],a R mlght Jaive s tll kHOW1Cdg < all dZ)c

truth. And [to] y0ur5e; are one with us in the sound principles
ready to give the like ‘;CS’ or any other church of Christ, we shall b¢
the churches neere ys ccompt, if desired therunto, of ourselves OF

From the seve
of the Sth mom’}?l{égl.erhcs of Christ in London, the 24th day

25NT
1e letter of exhortation from Ireland "

For the Church oy
Dear frindes, es of Christ in London when assembled.

WC(’. C

. annot with

si out mu

lence to you nor, witho tCh sence and shame speake of ouf long

which wee carnestly desir much greif of heart, think of yours 10 us,
e S?::;y t;ee mutually laid to heart by US 31
of compla Surely
» Wholesom plaining for the future. SuI*"J
one another dayly. Had it o o, CoIOTation, Heb, 3.[13], to exhor
OfOI‘c N our mouthes in thyn more in our hearts it would have by?
angcinversm ose severall opportunityes wee have ha
. 1©SS profitable affajreg 1(1)r Private pennings uppon more common
you fro ' “}rléehgw many packetts have passed fille
ot M us, of the condition. in. . heard one word from you, ©°
onwealth of Tsrae fogn‘,N;lncrcasc, growth and decrease of th¢
: ose sakes wee ha . r
; ve heard with ou

castin ath the Lord :

re ting  conte ord byn do t many
R OF g people 3‘3‘ UPpon  princes an tgllgi hs\s;ay the
® Were some yeeres since l%rought low

—
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ts?:g;%gcgp?fcssbns, afﬂicFions and sorrow. His hand l_mth byn 5111111
ings of thorth to sett his poore despised ones on high from tlt1 ;
feare hjs ¢ earth, even therby increasing the family of'thos;: a
wherof wnamc like a flock. Yea, God hath done great things tclvr u[sé
rejoyce: bec have made mention, for which wee ough_t~ grqacy o
us. For W}:I_t, how litle have wee wisely considered of his cjoxnbirca[
things of ich wee have mecte cause to mourne of, having Schn‘clibnal ;
ayd then our God for our good, but not observed, ncythcvr c.c[hc;,c)
together ; to heart, how many have byn broken that have blyn g?re iy
not heardgamst Syon and fallen for their sakes. And, surely, W e
more 2y T{md through the deceitfullnes of sinn, our hear'ts \x:gc oles
hath ¢, Zlcned, and all that is within us, to bless his holy.nahad,] L
OPposite asted the wisedome and power of mcn when it e o
Which to the worke which our God is carrying onn i t oh‘ e
> 45 wee have cleerly seene, wee have soonc forgott throug

carnall; X . . g

bod}?cliltys which have suffered too much to reigne in ouf mortal
nd examine O‘Uf
od, and, surcly,
Mat. 25; hﬂlh

Ci)rl:s:cll;,ousc frinds, let us in this our day search 2}
Wee Shaﬂ the light of the Woord and Spirit of our
B o find that the posture of thosc poorc v1r%ms,ricth e
not g much ours. For, whilest our Bridgroome rarelethy £0° e
Clwee slumber and sleepe soe that little diff 8
cold ¢ the foolish and the wise? Alas, alas, what l‘h st
en"leranng frame of heart wee bearc cach to oth¢ § e peast
Uoned? And, is it not the like to our God? Doth 1t I

y ng,ur lit!e zeale for him and lesse delight in his ‘Yaycfj’rwlléancsc, o
rynpQ aynings, with litle sense of our VICtOrY ;)vlL]rc Sonzs g
and [Sti and barrenese. Are not these instead of t 8

wap - hat] in the houre of temPtatlon.wherma e Lordh o e an i
Subq ridinge on victoriously, conquering ye p e o o
ue all those that will not that Christ shall reign® O b cpare

adOtE not his voyse cry loud to clxicr% subject 10 ’ nounce

» awake to meete thy God, oh Israch: < expecting

(;zs to them that arcyat case in Syon? Eroubtks i 2

wece turnings, overturnings and chang® s ito" our chah Gumble,

hol should stand uppon our watch, i

Dray’-praying, yea with all SuPph?atl\Og: we
¥sing people. For, doubtless NOWs if ey d that wee ma

sppon to put on the whole armoure of G(.) d ne

and in this day, and, having done alb 050 oy and our 7" Be

thees therefore desire to Tevive ons, Eph- 6:1072 "%
se knowne and approvc exhortatlot= or You.anl xerCiSC

yee

thren and sisters, wee, €v€
1At all and cach of us may I
SOUrICCOunting and calling to mif
OinCS and for our bodyes, 10
.OInge and with what grea

Is heart, as his reso

in trut =
d what tl-l n fall’ z‘lﬂ‘ tell us .afc
r his z e
recious di
t and P . Spec
ved intel
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Wherin .
and
bee yee gl In expectati
ad, rejo on wherof he
rcx:zazf ]Crus;]m’] che'f or ever, in that w%a;leli) IUE;;m us, Is. 65.18, but
e o Foresomc place and her peo lCatc,. For, behould, I
bcgetevcfy one of us magou}g and following V%rsgs E::;? joy. Wee recom-
e Ve i aur e o el dilipente’e S Ml e begginé
e <5 Yea, even de pes least they goe o pe alive, yea rather 10
ISracSlPec:all and Sigrfaﬁlne In sorrow. Wee tl}llte ?ﬂd wee sit downe 11
heart of ould, with the retan the Lord ;ookr ore, [are] 1O recount
all w;iand therfore in '5 deitiy they made acnc‘imth o forefathers,
D ch are left u ery faithfullness [wh the frames of their
e 4 o e e
natio:; Stzchesiof Chrirsetn" the Lord engaged c;:;oni;z. ’
humilia oyntly as one fn the faith and order of carts with the I8
of Ouratlon and cry 1o EFrSon to waite uPPo[: (})]_ the Gospc! in this
closed great shortnes of agg by prayer and sup l'lm- by fasting an
P particulars expres unsutablenesse un plications in the sence
follow resolutions direc sed; the which wee tlo what is in the within-
this wflrts) of the Lamb :;urCCOmmcnd unto yc";uS oc tenderly offer an@,
which ha%lo;r drecov(z;y flfolr;lord ]lCSus Christ, b’eicr)lugr 1'1f§;1)l Ofwllm sk
of whi ade in a slipper efully assurt
ffil;:‘ldsnc& temper ar:s:,g 0o much I;hcysgltdo?lgthfull condition, the
cution heC Lord hath givglfm’ Prov. 24, latt atan, the sadd fruits
and Uttererof’—.p, the Lord n }15 comfortabic hoer end. Y.'ca’ preCIOUS
through hi destruction of will roare out of S pes that, in the prost
for eve 1s mighty worki Antichrist, the yon to the consumption
hath ng condition. Ycam-g of his blessed l'Sl‘la.n. of sin®#, and will
bless yet beene > if he shall bri pirit, fitt and prepar¢ us
ed day seene in ring uppo
> SO our dayes or this r;hUSdSuch a tryaéllz}s
¢ dawneing of 1S

hc Wl ¢ muc i

lel hasten it in hish.promlscd yet t .

in eveixyfol' our Convc;ilénc’ Is. 60.22 0o litle hoped for! However,
month, fro ncy, have ’

m 6 to 6 agreed to keepe t i

pe the first Wensday'

our hearts, w,
and fa; > wee have %) the whi :
i gilé;?ifnun bre ther,c})gll]mltmd to mihég’ﬁ;‘h others the breathing ©
acquainte ygo of the Lord nwmemm, the beairl;1 s of ur 4 Ec
yhainte you with our st suddenly be with e, who, thron8
Lord h;;,vc¥S conversation }f and condition glth I and will alst?
e kl:g PUL it into tﬁth beene in ze lc is in full communio?
letters ang clpc a more rcv'c hearts of aJl ah? and faithfulnes. 50
ke inovemg epistlesl::d COrrcSPOndCr;s Con_gregations in t is
weakning S the practise h The which w‘:y with cach other o7
. neerof found gregte :cclquainte you wIi11

vantage not onty

and je
jealousyes but it hath begott 2

e e e I s el
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relati()n, wee
heerb
correspondence wi y earnestly request and o
3é°ul‘ meanes \fvi;‘lllltguyo;: and from you dcsixl?:i%fr tt?]((:: :222 tl;]{o?erliy
obengs and which wee ho e ey will ‘provoke to the same
which re You may rem pe, once in 3 months, ma b
. ember . g, ) y be mutually
o equest was to , sometimes since, our earnest reque t
¢ m you of all th you once and againe, to have a fe ;o
S: plac ¢ churches of Chri 3t d PCI‘ LC_[ account
might es before mentioned Irist owned in comunion with you in
oL “have prevented gnc , which desire, had it beene answered
with vings or refusings ur long sad sylence and the dangers of
fiot BAnd with thisgwggm ﬁas ought, or ought not, to be comuanicatcd
faithfyn lately practised: offer one request more unto you, if it hath
i Lun ’brCthren) gl thlt;h is that you would send two or morc
Suitinord-s B smd thatqr?]amt]:g with the discipline and order of
all thg with the needes of h}ly cc able to speake seasonable woords
Tt ¢ flock of our L Od is people, to Visit, comfort and confirme
i CVSV to bee, under hPf Jesus that are, or have given upp their
e ales, And o tlis rule and government in England, Scotland
\Vaton’ Wee toust 5t ch lg smale handfull owned by the Lord in this
Sa ch over then h albe our care morc naturally to looke after an
clt'an’ our subrill C<r3161’t0_forf: the rather because wee have observed
s 11310 fs: shiie. takcicmlc:, by his depthes and wiles, whose time wec
i vy our God rcacrjlg the opportunity of_ the peacc and rest lent 10
cxcn lulling our hearty to slay us by casting Uus into carnall security
pcprc3t . 15 .aﬂct:pc and that in this hour¢ whprin as beforc
thople. For surel tEth y ?alled uppon to be a praying watchfull
bec beggerly pUI'S}llltc Cf ord is now at l}and! Therfore, let us leave ©
nowne urto all of the things of this world and let our moderation
V prayer and rt}Cn,‘bcmg varefull for nothing put in everything
Tequest unt; G supplication and thanksgiveing makeing knowne our
eerin mentj od for Syon, for cach soule therin, for all the particula.rs
Wee live, J ioned, for the peacc and tranqui . of the nation wherin
Sett over er. 29.7, and for the rulers and mag the Lord hath
the hop us and particularly for those with you,* in whose prosperity
oure of God, the quiet and rest of his pcoplc and the caus}cl:
e soe muc

of t}
he poore and needy, the wydows and the farherlesse ar
e (if the Lord shall suffer)
v

<ong
expeirtnqullanq Wl‘{OSC miscariag :
Deer lf bring in as floudes SOTrowes and miseryes, Y& oL
our w e frinds, ought not we¢ to bee earnest with th to \
WOOrk_Oorke gnd dutyes in these latter dayes W erin r i
to ing terrible things in righteousncs and makeing his ownlf P csa Ie
an(FrOspCr, in putting downe the proud and rpxghty from t en};s =
exalting the base and meane things of this world. Yet such as
nd nam¢ uppons even .sqch as
ven hiding places @
to labour¢

h .
rgftl}llg(l?l}t his Spirit in 2 e i
t
fath rom the stormes of the violent, ding PIA
ers to his people- And now, frinds, wccc are e o td 1 epon
r stre gth t0 site still

m in our prayers. X%
not by sensé ;s it not o

?ith them and for the
o walke by faith and
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and see the salvati
to the counsell Oafn}(:? of the Lord who worketh ¢ . _—
L T
Cr o 1 . ons . =
TR LT
Shallin:}glht’ ok by powerev{; his prophetts, soe shall you pr(’)s;cr 'S not
like a ﬂeosic;hégcgis t{lc bl‘OUéhtlﬁ) ngsthf\nSdpir}it of the Lord of hc;ostCS
standard agaj all tounges rage ; , though the enemycs come i
Eicgte of maia;gj&l ?:ar;lseag? CV%T,}’th;uTga thch(\)«cflillS }erltdshall e up}g clz
Whos(:au;lcyf:s and hearts bi Iﬁord and the fcmaindcc;nhgnqu?ﬁ,rz;:;,ainc-
be I‘Cmoorlousc name is ou xed upon that God who chan cth not
rejoyce ;’Cd and the inh bF strong tower. In him though ghc cart’
thougeh i 0T evermore an; }?ants be dissolved have wc% round 1
i ourselves and in thumbly to bless all the da Bg. Yes
contynu‘é:itcth to envie and ¢ sence of the very vilenes o}; ¥ g.aturcs’
occasions of th is treacherously bent h i gur 1}1 e
e great woork now dCSiereanwdaI(;ns(ic;s/;ﬁ-er

after ey

en soul i

o £ aba

oole of his Maiestsymng and low prostrating 1 he foot
ourselves at the 1007

by all :

_all manner o with a dee : '

t1>)l’éngmg uppon flspiﬁycr and Supglcny::itmg, with a pressing the Lot

“aduréozz'“f‘ Alsoe :hz?t.ulllts of our doc?r?gzocbc gr%ﬁouse to us in N9

1 nditi ven which i

the sore alrilc;m of hearts s: wol-ﬁd be gratiouse t‘(‘)l l(?h' 1serC ing t

uncomfortabl archings, the he us in nowing ¢

e divisions amoﬂggta:}tl cbrccflkmgsd becaust

: redeemed ones W ic

ave their |
cumcised wﬁmcmablc effects :
ich cry, to the joy and puﬁ:mg f th unCif
up of t e N

[hiS it “H
1S 1t would a, ha
divisj com > Na, soe w
graltsiloTs Some ameonm?” And, “Tgxlrlrld wee have it, did wee not say
sore snsaicti? us in acq%ls;inﬂ.]em all.” A}IS:C lg]tlc, you shall sc€ tthS)c
Ing and ung us with wh at the Lord would e
at he speakes to ust* in S

Syon b
ut cve Trémovein
gotten N our eye g from u
S S n
young Drape};, >, our hands and (?Ltlro}?éanSCfull mcml;crsf lrﬂ
i s, never to be o1~

Saﬁr 22
y** and 2
de that eare s
TOus woorks, Ahln the m_idst ofc‘zgz?lt-t,;x pretious Peck,”" uscfllll
were th ayes and begining of wor~
ighted se the mzy to[o] holy, to[o] heavenly
them, yea, h rcy, some doteing upor them
: may, w:édlg tooke notice ther¢ was
who h oe hi dnes not all conclude that the
p°°Dleath left noe m ghly prokae;gfl hippocrisie of hearts ar¢ so¢
in hi _Of and to hj €anes unatt * the jelousi sl d-
1 lndigna S hlS pra setek Cmpth that e Of * our GO
therfore }:lon and disyle" that he i wee might have peen 2
see the eyil) tﬁth called pleasure with = = B forth against
frirppease his ?t 15| doming 4 his choyceme visitation and scours®
[inds, mighi] ury and oo, CPPOR Us ne gues fhar they might 1Ot
rd Jesus Cl? Ty unto Oune away his Wyt er stand in the gapp”
Tist, give himrnf"d, even thr: tg f;(’m us. And, lastly?
C rest untj od and Father of ouf
ill he be entreated by US '
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the thing [
g gs within mentione .
stZ?,Ei-"‘S““mems wl?c:;:nid and particularly for thosc poore insuffi-
WOOrl‘(“gS. are soe sliper ]Ch hath signally signified out and wholsc
Tom ¢ Is soc great 1r¥ci < '01;10' temptations are So¢ BEY and whose
i fWhom these three mighty, on whom our cyes arc fixed and
1 ruits of all the ab nations expecct soc great things as returnes
th g wayting, laree undance of bloud, of travells of h f
ough we g, large promise d ’ , OF azards, of
Spirn d\ch are esiled to lookcsh'iﬁ vast expenses. Precious frinds,
it irects s 6. l56ke 10 O 1DGcr then instruments, y¢a, the blessed
he— bémbd from whom all our rm od‘through Jesus Christ who is the
Praise imcrought about, to him tlfgcy};zlﬂow o e e
instruny nded. Ye, sceing he y ong, being for his honour and
ang et and they are g hee conveys and woorkes by and through
i e E“’homc wee ha\(rc such with whom he hath much appeared
faith ave by testimon cz;us; to belive he hath placed his feare and
s with us and by z;ho his good Splrit obtayned like pretiouse
b }c SIS B st tC))m his name 18 called uppon and through
- honour or shame Cad le walking z}nd actings eyther much glory
OHCeloy il COHSOlatiosn reproach will accruc to his great name, tO
e more Besseah W6 or to our SOITOW and reproach, wec therfore
thej cave them to thY.U Carncstl_y to beg of the Lord that he would
: cr many streight CLI‘ owne wisedome nor to bee discouraged under
g m and kCCpcgths' ut that he would be wisdome and strength t©
rel;rl}?c atid 05(Cnt§:{o$~ci;ts 1Lr11 a holy depending uppon him voyd
“ursc' T g 5 : at they may be the repayrers of our many
Fip cing fathers, the ofg pathes to dwell 1n; that they may bee
i, teousnes; i cors under them peacc and exactors [of]
d them that do hey may be a terrour to evilldoers and for prayst
Peaceable life in cl well; that under them wee may lead a quict an
nd now, d all godlines and honesty.**
subject of l’ eere brethren, beloved of the Lord, let not
Constang rong sylence be any more amongst us but cather let us bee
our episﬂ% OV‘;’kCrs of each other to every good word and worke by
Suiting OUIS’ y our holy, humble, perscvering Christian conversation
our Lord selves to that pretiousc and ever to be remembred examples
heigh Jesus Christ. And scing that nothing can seperate, neyther
, nor depth, between¢ us and that everlasting love of our heavenly

ather in hi :

DYCpar\m his deere Sonn, and those inestimable mansions of love,

gloriol‘td for us by him where weé even Weet shall b_chould the
oscusc face of our God, and joyntly sing €

Prcscs and the Lambe! O then, let neyther S
ency o nﬁr things to com& seperate us f or]ral a

each with other, wher wee may e 1

P i : J j i oyce

tha‘tlme with those that mourne i ce rljilc;}tli?)fs?ﬁt rej0yCes

w o S e
ee may sympathlZlngly in faith, oft¢ pp S e o

this sad

answerable t i

o the dealing © our

EOW the very God of pegacc e you ?nd us to bcarhof e
tUrdcnS and soc fullfill the law © 5

0 pray for each othef ee keepe the com
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comfort,
relations.** Finally, brethren, farewell, be perfect, be of gz?;igs whic
be of one minde,** live in peace: Let us follow the to ther® an
make for peace and things wherwith one may edific an
the God of peace shall be with you and us.

; rs of
Your poore weake brethren yet fellow heires, ngﬁgt%f our
the consolation ready to be revealed at the appea sin. to Our
Lord Jesus Christ who will now come, without sin,
salvation.
From the Church of Christ in
Waterford, being now assembled

uppon the ground within mentioned
1 day 4 Month 1653.

The names of the brethren that subscribed this be ViZ.
Att Waterford

Att Killken Att Dublin
Robert Kingdon?: Anthony Hz)a,rrison“5 James Hardlﬂj
Thomas Skelson2+ John Prattes® Henry Joncs 1y
Edward Marshall2s Humphrey Prichard®”  James M Ont%zt"
Peter Rowe2s Thomas Willsope®* William San 47
Thomas Boulton2? John Courte?? William Salt rts'®
Thomas Sparking?  Arnold Thomas*© Edward Robe =
George Cawdronzo Christopher Blackwood*! Philip Carter¢ ce®
John Rowezo Richard Wood?** Thomas Patich’
William Leighe Nicholas Scots’
Richard Suttops Adrian Strong ™
Robert Murry:2

Thomas —"ss

3. Two d ocumen

. romt
Is accompanying the letter of exhortation f
Ireland.

T o o - by the
. The agreement concerning matters requiring praye’
churches,

. . rder
of'{}}]l: CGh(;ll'Chcs of Christ in Ircland, walking in the faith and ©

t
. ce
spell, doe agree together, through the Lord’s assistanc® .
St apart ope day in eve

he face © "
od and J Ty month, solemnly to seeke t im fo
the tﬁ?ngssbf%mfastmg and praying, humbly to mourne before him,

. . n S
oWing which is alsoe recomended to our deer¢ fxra“
of Christ in England and scattered brethren in 5

ave obtayned |ik i

: I, —

God . T and less trusting in the na

may lgloigmtﬁ'so bo > St him for ever before our eyes, tha his,
¢ im both in gy bodies and soules, which arc

I 2Cor.06.20; Heb. 5.12 1
- Our litle sincere io i ot
ki Ve 10 the Lord le and ou
nowledge of e °mC§ é?-.d Proper place g? ciat:;ls rggrof?bcr as God Bt
0 rist
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ification of the
Might be now effectually improved for the mutuall cdifica
whole, I. Cor, 12.21, Eph. 4.16. _ \rd of God and not
o e seriouse g thli “goundation truthes re-
Substantially accquainting ourselves w1.th the et
vealed therin, 2. Tim. 3.15; 2. Pet. 2.2; Rom. 1. - e oidie Lord,
4. Our litle faith in the great and Pr"“?jfc l%rg. 2. Pet. 14.
Which are 1o be fullfilled in the latter days, Lk. ki ‘h ,calling of God in
S- Our litle pressing after the mark of th;? rlgc arthly things, Luke
{‘E)Sus Christ and our inordinate affections afte -
40f; Phil. 3.9 [?14]; Col. 3.2. . i TS
- Our litle pr[aying and prayscing fmmcsdoinhde afoi all whom he
for faithfull labourers in the Lord’s vyneyeard and for £ YV o0
S in authority over us, under WhO ISETY Cor. 2.45 T
Wnity tq practise the truth wee profc_ssl; N§z12t4 .
1L Tim. 22,1 Per. 2143 Jn 1543 P8 224 oo 1
Our litle sence of saintts’ sufferings, h" < God hath done foé-
8. Our reat aptnes to forgett the great t mgs he hath multiplye
us. And thg abuscpof the many pretiousc mercy e
UPpon us, Ps. 7.8; 10.6, 13. - tome o reprOYE i pla[lonls);o;]t :
: irituall wise : soe. 3% ;
withouoturrcs\r’;lcal‘r}tt O?fpiglsgl:slaa“d. t0 cxh(\);tt f)z;%g:lf;c“t}:) any, Prov. 19.133
Qouthes of gainesaiers and to give no j o i
8f; 2. Tim. 4.4; 1. Cor. 10.28. breaches the f.of e
10. Our litle laying to heart the great DISee o g and
dMongst us by removing many righteod
il to come, Ts. 57.1f; 2.22. o i
11. Our litle mourning for sin - owne hearts
9- ;HOS. 4.1f. dccCithllncS of [6)
12. Our great ignorance of the
Jer. 179,

Ezek.
ourselves and others;
n

ds of our
jent grovwnee  rime,
to be sufficie in due
These things amongst others, SWETL jpay] lift s WP 1L Ty glory
cing low bcfox: the If;rguﬂ:)itr wants according
ames 4.9f, and supp
by Christ Jesus, Phil. 4.19. ., churches 7 Irelant{.th o
: Particular Bapf”f ¢ ether in il fia;ccs as
ii. Details of the. in Ireland Walkl-?i%nt?gin severall P 53
The churches of Ci?rfgén[siC] gare resi prother Lam}llﬁérb
. t
grder of the Gospe brother Patlcnscac; ith severall 0
olloweth, viz., . m are br Smyth
In Dublin. With Wh(i{obcrts; brothe; erjbUt Lo
rother Vernon, brother fortably OBZT 1 “army
through grace who walk co™ i

tion 3
y e relat uiress
besides brother Patient % occasion €4

as
Subject to be called away
in their places.

: hom ar
In Waterford. With ¥
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broth
er Boulto
others walki n, brother C -
v, alking t audron,”® b ..
ogethe > rother King S b ceve
r comfortably, most of thbcdmonbc“i/rlllci1 rsgs‘xtircaxii
t=)

there
who, v
state. » Wee trust, are in a thrivei
ing condition i iri
g ion in ther spiritual

In Cl
ommell.?” Wi
and som: . % Wl[h \vh
ctimes br om are br
ot : other 58
?)iﬁ Cofgmomy b ro;‘;rirrll'lutchmsgn-m and BEJ}EZLCS" brother Drap¢s
er : 5 B R = ;
rethren, scattcrcdpl;\orvmg their guifts in scvcrta(ilaS;Sl' mgm,s“?lig
> are in severall places in thosg p;l:tc:ns;} oOZrc
s wi

recomend,

ed

unto them to the care of our fri

; rinds at Clommell who are¢ neerest
<

In Killke .
brother AxInny-" With whom
also ctell," broth are brother Bla
o (; rlare in a gmwing’ ccérog.gl_lm with SCVCracli“g?}?Sr, brgthcr C.a}l;d’ )
bean J lFl’all‘ncular frinds s ndition and doe walk o (_15 i Omku - op’
we hg] é ey| are COmittcdcatteer abroad in the cor Cl'ly,b & }\? £
In go’ as they are able \t(')lthpf care of some frinclllsnltxry Utl L “'}CI;’L
severall rke. With whom aVl 1 discharge their duty tov Fcr:; t 1c}n3 s
OPPOSitioorfhcrs who walk oredbrother Lamb,® bro¥hc V(zjlrl "t ](L.n - it
alsoe are to them by i erly together though i r Coleman™ W',
In ¢ as slight the way ofg tlh;nLa I?jlaCc- %f I?::):n]
ord, with W

omuni
parts of the countr nion some frinds
y. at Brand Kingsaile™ and other

In Lymri
ymrick. Wi
brother Skimery ith whom are brother Knigh
night,”® brother Uzell-”

decayin with
g conditi some oth
Br(I)ther Knigh:ltl]—?:v@fior want of C;Z l\czvht())m, wee feare, may bee 1P a
witfrl1 sgva“"wa% Witl? gw:yn weake and ;(z)tth 2cbr11 ;- lS)trengthcn them-
er abie t i
few able aranu others who \?,ren are brother Clark 7“3 bc with them.
o \X’C:xfoorcligst them 1 cdif u&d erstand, doc walk r(c)ithhir 1? avllcsvc
with wh rd. Are a e the body. : orderly but ha
brofhes. o Drotie people lately gath
thCmsclxilsg%s”' with scl;;c};(ﬁnlms;” brgom:rregl by l_>1rothcr Blackwoo'd_.
In Ker ut are sometj others who hav ussy,’* brother Neale,”
and brOLtilrey. Alsoe are Solmes visited by ou(; Ifl;)_t (rjnuch helpe amongst
brother Chragglsonfs brortrllle frinds receaved 1m s at Waterford:
much experj ers® that d er Browne™ and ately by brother DX’
they walles oo Bkt Fave 1 Poak to his wife: with whom 1%
¢ orderl have late] them. Of th of
& In the ﬂor[hr y. ely heard from brorhesc Cxlvce lt;avc Ik)lat
rother Reades neere Carri er Chambers t
wee undcr“:;l ¢ who Wg:élcti( Fergus are seve
them, R e e APUZE in verall lately receaved bY
Pretiouse b eere b
Frinds de ut want some ybbrothcr Patient who™
% f"llowethczeaésics(li of the several] p| able brethren to establis”
A €r pPlaces and
churches before mentioned

atson, sj

» Sister M

ean , ar

© A Klllkcny},] Rowe att Waterford.

Broth
er Brookes atg Clor
mmell.

Bro
ther B
rookeg 82
neere L €s,"% bro
mri ther
ymrick, Cooper, brother Rush, att OF

| T
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Sev
¢
rall cas;gom for sin, viz
rother Dix =
Thomh'll}l\og’ brother Clayton, brother Price, brother
Brothe Fl ; brother Francis at Clommell.
Oncr ogg at Killkeny.

N accouit[ Gfalloway and some at Lymrick a
whols'tcr Sarah Barret of wiiom WEee have not at present.
inforlS now coming ;oraItI Dilblm’ sometime servant to brother Patient,

me you of her ¥ ingland. Brother Vernon can more particularly

particular

3 FOOTNOTES
ﬂppe ey, I 240-252
SOUR‘:’QTS to credit J:)Zﬁ On 252, at the close of his transcription Ivimey
urce, ua Thompson’s ‘Hist. of Welch Association” as his
directly from Rippon.

Yet hi s

by Rl‘ppon’ }}1_5 Trf};‘ctc;;lﬂl appears to be taken

Writ[c‘r‘:pon e cditof GPIZS.I fnmual register, 1790-93, 13-20. A footnote to 18
& hed copy from wh?g}fw, 'Some of these names arc not very plain in the
Py seen and pre 1 ldthls corresp(_)ndcncc is taken’ and may indicate that

Woo'd f. W. T. Wh?{?rc _the transcript of this materi a 17th century
iVert:,nany ik ff:{v lng.}g., 1, 279, ‘Allen and Vernon ook tO Lough-
a Thcn’I{?ten reprinted by Iv‘x‘;ng'h’ were seen and printed el S iy

3 facsimile B, G gk MS, National Libr
S.A. the original possessed by Brown

MSS 9108/9 is

ary of Wales
Rhode Island,

University,
7ales deposit

S.
The L
la
™ : \nwenarth Churchbook MS, is Natioral Library of W

S, 409
* See fo
[ 0
Sce ang;c 4\%}[19 the Western Association Records.
s itley, A history of British Baptisiss 2 edn. 1932, 90f,
15 1o 1963, 44. And,

Baptists, 2 €90 .
i the church in the

follow
: ed T

by R. G. Torbet, A history of the
1968, cspccinlly

N criticis

S“rticuf;mg"f Ehcir views, B. R. White, ‘The doctrine of
gﬁigo_ aptist Confession of 1644 4.T.S. (N.S) XIX,

3 iffi -

Pioneer :r’ldwm.“’m- See D.N.B., and B. R. White, “William Kiffit, Baptist

B i Harris(mquen of London”, Baptist history and heritagé 196
Q., in. 2’14_‘12‘;?)1:(1. See W. T. Whitley, ‘Edward Harrison

o S:rlltscé Thomas, is only known at b
m, Joseph. He signed Heartbleedings (1650), the
i iffin to Irelqnd

the 1

“rgin§44 Confession, the letter of 1654 with K1 and Spilsbury

Cromw;‘l:cfpt?nce of the Protectorate and the letter of Ap
against ac lish throne-

CePInTY g pemb with Kiffin, on¢ who

1n
Cow
W per (or Cooper), Thoraas. Apparently 3 1 b )
orked to calm Irislr: B):;ptist feclings towards the Cromwellian esmbhsh_mem
2 451) with Jerome Sankey and who signe

(Thur

Juarioe, IV, 243, 490, 5 bt 433, 451

2 *1‘3“‘7,',’\’,1660. : " \ \
21I5 %‘711115, HC‘{,I‘Y.O See W. T. Whitleys ‘Henry Hills, official printer’s B.O- vI
B in Swan

Perry hn. A der, with Hanserd Knollys; h in

Alley, Co’lei]r?aﬁ‘.Stree]tc,aIf;; on. (Hexham recnrd-"}n 10, 31‘3’ 3 21.}(34&3 wife
¥ is may B0l ?igr;n Jacs(fb-Lﬁ > 'ch sometime

"
K Tredwell, Richarc, :
atherine, joined the Separatist 87
others- .
) who signed sever

afte 5

r 12.9.1633 with Samuel Eaton ar dons Ha o it
iles 1N 5 Er

devI-‘IiO}Siri Vl. 74, a draper- o was 2

u s
of Petty France’s

resent from this correspondcnp._:.
1651 edition of

of the churc

al letters

He als

15
§ Bowes, Robert-
rom there to the churc
Scutt, Peter.

According to
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joned
s to Wales mentio
member at Glaziers’ Hall and signed several of the letters to

in Note 15,

2 is letter is

5 : ro n of this ’

" The material not available in the I.vnmcy/R'Pporzh;ugxll(Zi of each ‘new
marked by two stars at the beginning and at

section,

. tion
e B at this sugges
" See p. 16 of these records, Note 48, for an indication that
was widely adopted.

. He
. : version. ¥
" Drapes, Edward. Wrongly as ‘Draper’_in the Iy'lmhf};/sR}i?rﬁg:;lf before his
had signed Hcartbleedings (1650) and written pamphle I
death in 1653. laniers® Ha ol
* Consett, William. He had been a member °f\§}:ﬁe?1650/51’ A dccim4
gation, had signed H eartbleedings, also letters to

edn, of the
tion of congregationall societies (1651 edn.) and the 1651
onfession,

i1y
. . ingdon famul
* Peck. Pocke in Ivimey/Rippon version. Links W_‘t[l}]‘ d‘:‘eb'gf B. Robert
(B.Q., 111, 44) thus early are unlikely. So are they wi

Peck (T.BH.S,, 11.244).

* Saffery, Solomon. Signed Heartbleedings in 1650.

A . . ivil
* Kingdom, Robert, Robert Ringston in Ivimey/ Rippon. m the ¢
“ Skely n, Thomias. Thomas Shgelson in Ivimey/Rippon. Paid fro
list at Belfast 1654 and at New.

6 below-
ry in 1656 (Seymour, 221). See B?ltghzn againS[
** Marshall, Edward. Signed the letter from Waterford to _—
Open communion, 14 Jan., 1652, _More ¢
* Row, Peter. A mem,ber, in 1648, of the Hubbard-l'llféwmgg have beﬁl;
(B. Stinton, ‘A repository . . .’ 111), B.Q., 1.223, suggests ding to Gangracr;
the Row who ssary of Thomas Collier accor 1ngqcna EdwardlS 4
Edwards in 1646. See B. R. White, ‘“Thomas Collier and Ganfg(r’;n apparent }"
22 XXIV.3. Row was paid on the toss list in Ircland from, 1647-165
1654-1657. (St. John D. Seymour, The Puritans in Ire (Isl N Ro J
Oxford 1917 and 1969, 219—referred to hercinaft_er as ‘ciime after the
Seems to have beep active and known to the authorities for a g
Restoration, aior at Newpor

“ Boulton, Thomas, In 1645 Thomas Boulton was a major
Pagnell (8.0 111 367), , Ivimey/Rippon-
** Sparking, Thomas, Thomas Sparkling according to Ivi
Sparling in the Llanwenarth Churchbook. as, Ripponl
2 awdron, imey gives his Christian name as Th‘;m‘He signe
Ces Not give him one at all. lanwenarth omits him complete y'bershipv
the Waterforq letter, 14 Jan,, 1652, 10 Dublin opposing open rnemr to Crom-
" Rowe, John, A John Row signed, with John Tomlinson, a lette
sy DSOY(T.BH.S, 11.238). < ed the Water
" Leigh, William, A colonel in Trelang (B.Q., 1.276). He signe .
ins union, 14 Jan., 1652. -hard Leigh
Ppears as Richard in Rippon, as Rich: ne €
on Richard Sutton. He nggi
en communion, 14 Jan., 11 nwenarth
Aerry according to Ivimey/Rippon. Lla
Y. A Robert Ma i

r
rotecto
i TTey signed the Dublin address to the P

. nfessions of Faith, 1854, 339-42).

45 O surname appears here

s 0 any version of the letter.
arrison, Anthony, y

s ents O
3 ¢ 3¢ems not to appear in other docume
peﬂod from London and Trelanq, =
Pratte, John

: . Perhapg
Prgtt Signed the Dy P2 e we

served as an emj

f the

AT
] S in London in 1689 (8.0, 1.114)

i b}l]m address to the Protector in 1657, h
i ; Phrey. He only appears here, bot
Willsope Thomas, Ty i ive hi ¢ ‘. Ent

ik : h iney/Rippon give his surname as ‘Alsop’.
W;ﬂc;rslo;nd L]anwcnarlh appear to pha

or
Y, illsope
Ve read their original as Willsop
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> 1690’s
, e the G.B. of the
“ Courte, John. Only known here: unlikely to be the 2 June,1656
“ Courte, : in. 12 June,
Ublln)
(B.‘Q’.thII.1742\. old. Signed letter to Wales from D -
. Thomas, Arnold. Sig ’ ngraena, 111.75).
(Tvimey, 1.253fF). . Known to Thomas Ed‘v‘«}érfi:sl(sgapcr annum fro?rll
" Blackwood, Chnstop{:cr. in Jan. 1653 and pafl x. Dublin to Walgsthc
o Was stationed at Kil 5c(;l‘nyHe signed the lclthcr Pi-o[ec[or in 1657 an
llhc civil list (Sey;lé‘t’%r’ the’bublin address to ;z e343_52) in London.
I‘?lf)?xb(llev%f‘ov;o;f of 1660 (Confessions of Faith, vimes/Rippon: &4
" Wood, Richard. Only knoxg },“g;éars thus in P!f"lt‘}) Ja‘nlms Stanqish'—a;}:‘f
i ardish, James. His r&aeless it is almost ccrstli:rlnably the error thf]bli‘n
Illel:l/Llanwcnarll'}. Deve d (Seymour, 32). Pre ed the Waterford to Dublin
ccever General in Irelan James Standish sign ad also signed the
cr:Ption was made in Iz)(r):r(xj-:::;llion in January 1652 a o i e
Clter Opposing open ¢ r er Genera o
address to the Protector in 1637- Senmeilian Sccfultf_ngst;,: the debates ,‘b:;;
" Gne ey, He w08 & ]iecr have been 1n\79 };H.S., 1.244f). He sig
80, 1276), and church in 1643 and after 5530,
: % 5 5 nmey, 1. ;
lhaepltéi?; 1tn %52512": ;rom Dublin in 1656i(vIctsIJﬂh"°5 Marely,
= Mo:ntcgy, James. Ivimey/Rippon g the Protector inh1.6537'-m“.
James Mottley. . the Dublin az.idrcsthiO e, LlanWC“a"d; Wales
» Sands, William. Signed ding to Ivimey/ iore Hall to Sou
' Salt, William, Saug_gﬁ?rlcum from Glazi
" Roberts, Edward. Si

Waterford
: letter from to
3 f the 1644 CUNI‘:S“?HI’G?;j the Dubllnla'?;iégsfmd
1650/51, the 1651 e communion i Jan e in Ircland (B.Q- 1.2
1o Dublin opposing ope

in 1660
2 reneral Ireland in d
¢ as auditor genc ned from . of 1660 an
e Protector in 1657. H\fs “{;:rson reccntlyh rc[t-zfmblc Aﬂulof"6509). He may
was listed as a d““gef,(o He also signed t 259 (Whitley: 6 letter to Wales
(T.BH.S., 111.251, 25 Ye Declmation of 1 who signed the BCE each in
Is said to have signed td cas Edmund _Robﬂ“smav have returne
have been the_mﬂl%sl‘;t?[vh”c\,, 1.253ff). He maj -
from Dublin in ) . Ivimey :
. ., 1.287f). siven by jent In
radin 18 Britin: His iredand (B.0n I27R. White Thomas, 1669/70.
] 3 g i i 2 .
He was advocate-g%n‘i‘i'grlﬂl)n I”f‘elrnomas. ?;-iwri'cal Societé’ g g?r;x\a Richard Scott
* Patience (or RUICK 72 Baptist Hi e as ‘Scott’.
England and‘lrlelancll\;inll:}f;l Rip;’on gé‘t’grsil:’rqz?7' he Protector if' lr?ds 71',Ian-
- Sf?ﬁi’ Dutiis Sddress o b S ablin addres 1D e as Hubtin to Wales
‘“g.-,'.-‘esuong Adrian. Signed e o on & the letter from
5 Lamb,’ Richari (1;)"3‘:3 Lawem signed P
P ’ ic in in Ir d
wenarth as ‘Loe’. a captain h le
in 1656. (Ivimey, I'ngﬁl)y' known here. ley (B.Q- 1.276) 2 jsm whichl
* Smyth, Brother. On ding to Whit h fter Jessey 2. . ter at
" Wade, Brothix Aceont) o lvs in 1643, Latet, afict ] 255" see these
Brother and sister aH nserd Knollys 244f). S. Wa ter in 1 at Staffor!
- . ith Ha S, I.. Alces ticle
:g thel;';zggsrgiswchurcl}dl(;'f .Igssociatw:s fliggiﬂg & 5 29 above.
ey r
theyfou’nding (‘)’f ‘2& 1:"1‘_) John Wade W Note
40, n
T;c‘frs?é (21;).’Q-, iII‘192)'I’rcsumab‘3" Geon

Jetter to_the
her. the le 2
- Gauaron, Brother Ticy
* This is,

Llanwenarth gives

Carcherol.

—see
ge Cawdron

signed
own here. Draper

* Charles, Brother. OSx:a]ey I‘i?()te 1:&{11?(22@ to
s ’ Brother. 1657.
* Drapes,

Dublin in
P?Sleg;c;dfrf:n Clonmell in
w

t
appointed preacher

A Jater
Seymouls 2“5[. He was‘mdcd
trom the Cg”land was Susp
id fro
1655 and P,‘.}lici)pcrar}’s 656,
ison 1n
o the garr
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rom

o f
e he copy/ics Ir
later. It scems as if the Ilston/Llanwenarth scribes (or t ard

=dw
; made over E
which they worked) made the reverse mistake to that i
i i ter. G pOSINg
Deﬁt?:%ii‘gggfyé&vggg?ge signed the latter frf)m \Vaéir\i?gzlgplzli he \:/:Z
communion at Dublin in January 1652. Accordlggn t%dwérd Hutchinson w3
chaplain to Colonel Abbott’s regiment in 1653.
in controversy with Richard Baxter in 1676/77. —
° Bullock, Brother. Only known here. . as Caxe and led deard
* Card, Edward. Ivimey/Rippon gave his st_xrna.rm(:o‘(e in Ireland. E
to speculate on the possible presence of Bcn)af{llnws_]- rof
Card signed the Dublin address to the Protector in 16, . He was govemod i
- Axtell, Daniel. See D.N.B., article ‘Axtel, Damc(_‘:mmwell- Execute
Kilkenny but resigned his commissjon under Henry 1657,
icide. ector 1
1620G?u;§1g, cChristopher. Signed the Dublin address to ‘h‘élltrotlo be confused
“ Lamb, Brother. Only known here and not, presumably, . -
with Richard Lamb at Dublin—see Note 53. ts he was paid fr 5
“Colcman, John. Seymour, 209 (and clsew.hcre). sugg6§h John Colcmansz,
1654-58 as a minister in Cork. Could he ba identified Devon, 1650-1652
Barnstaple? Cf. B R. White, ‘Baptists in Barnstaple, >
B.0., XX1V, 385-88, A
“ Or, better, Bandon and Kinsale, Protector in 1657.&;I
“ Knight, James. Signed the Dublin address to the Pr rour, 215). Joi A
was paid from the civil list at Limerick in 1654 (Sey» udiating Venn
arrison, Tull, Cox and Blackwood in London, 1661, in rep 5
(T.BH.S., V.110). | . ith John Uzzall W
* Ugzell, Brother. Only known hcrcI 11121943)55 identified wi —
obtained a license in 1672 (T.B.H.S., 1. 3 P 1 le
" Skinner, ? William, (Will. Skinner signed the Glazxesriinl::rl signed the
Carmarthen in the Iiston Churchbook, 2 March, 1650. W. ay
Dublin address to the Protector in 1657, ctar: T657. Ma’
" Clark, Robert, Signed the Dublin address to the I’rotcA Baptist €O in
have been in Burton on Tren; in 1652 (T.B.H.S., 11.252). aight 16521
missioner for revenue in Ireland, paid for preaching in Cosl;;n (Sevmour, 22
alway until end of 1657. Offerlane, Queen’s County, 1658. (5S¢ &
209_, etc.). 3 d Dublin addres’
" Davies, Thomas, Major in Ireland (B.Q., 1.276). Signe
to }"rotector 1657.

57.
omlins, Edward, Signed Dublin address to the Protector 16

1657.
" Hussy, Bartholomew. Signed Dublin address to the Pf°‘,°°§°§657.
"’ Neale, Richard, Signed the Dublin address to the Protecto

: Bl_ggs, Brother. Only known here.

jvil list

@ Villiam. Carlow, 1653, Belfast c.1655. Derryaghy, on ¢

1656. (Seymour, 310 lson. A man
" Nelson, Brother, Ivimey/Rippon, Velson. Llanwenarth, We Sblin neigh-

named Nelson wag doing ‘some itinerant preaching in the Du

bourhood in 1654 Seymour, 217.) to the Pro-
" Browne, > James. James Browne signed the Dublin address

tecﬁEor in 1657,

; inade-
ambers, Johp Ivimey/Rippon, Chawbers. He was Con”diridad been
quate for the' minjsiry by presbyterians in Ireland in 1658 ‘m‘)
pa}icli from the ciyi] list in Co, Kerry, 1654, (Seymour, 155, 209654
~¢ade, John, He SCCMS to have been at Belturbet in 11 wing year-
APpointment ang, Presumably, his salary, were suspended the fol 01653~ oth
iy 1 her Brookes "haq also died at Clonmell by June pelow th¢
vamey/Rl_DPOn and Ilston/Lianwenarth list two Brookes, o cribe.
other. This 212y be a coincidence or it may be a slip by an early s
€ Dosition of

t
arre
. . arah B
; 1S note in the IIstoq MS suggests that S

Was among thoga ‘cast out for sin’,

but his

B W

—




