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Sunday School Quarterly

Lesson I

God and

His Word

Aim for Quarter: Through a study of our Doctrinal Statement to encourage definiteness of
purpose in the associated efforts of the churches cooperating in the North American

Baptist Association.

Aim: The study of Articles 1, 2, 3. 1. The Trinity of God. 2. The infallible and plenary
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. 3. The Biblical account of creation.

Devotional: Wrath, Romans 1:18-23.
Lesson Text: John 14:16-17; 16:13-14, 27; I Timothy 3:15; Genesis 2:1-7.

16 And I will pray the Father, and he sh_all
give you another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever;

17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.

= %  ® * %

13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of himself; but \vhatsocvt':r
he shall hear, that shall he spcak: and he will
shew you things to come. -

14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive
of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

] & # = Ed

27 For the Father himself loveth you, be-
cause ye have loved me, and have believed
that I came out from God.

x % % x  k

15 And that from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures, which are ablc_to mqke
thee wise unto salvation through faith which
is in Christ Je’-sus.

R T T

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them.

"2 And on the seventh day God ended his

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but hol
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, II Peter 1:21.

INTRODUCTION—*I don't like doctri{ml
lessons,” someone complained. An expression
like this reveals a misunderstanding of the
term “doctrine.” It meant “teaching, in-
struction” and came to mean “that which is
taught.” A doctrinal lesson, therefore,.is one
that presents Bible truths. Every scriptural

work which he had made; and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work which he had
made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God created and made.

4 These are the generations of the heavens
and of the earth when they were created, in
the day that the Lord God made the earth and
the heavens,

5 And cvery plant of the field before it was
in the earth, and every herb of the field before
it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to
rain upon the earth, and there was not a man
to till the ground.

6 But there went up a mist from the earth,
and watered the whole face of the ground.

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

Daily Bible Readings
Monday: Matthew 3:13-17
Tuesday: Matthew 17:1-8
Wednesday: John 1:1-6, 14
Thursday: John 7:37-39
Friday: II Peter 1:15-21
Saturday: Genesis 1:26-31

y men of God

lesson is a doctrinal lesson !
tist doctrine” refers to that system of truth
which is taught by Baptist churches. The
next thirteen lessons will briefly survey the
doctrines of the historie Baptist faith. It
will follow the statement of these doctrines
as set out by the North American Baptist

The term “Bap-
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Association’s doctrinal statement.

Any study of religious truth must begin
with God. The Bible presents the revelation
of God. Moved by His merciful love, Dbe-
cause of the dread plight of mankind, God
revealed Himself to men. Being a sinner
man could not find out God of his own ac:
cord. Yet he had a spiritual longing after
God which could be satisfied only by a pei‘-
sonal acquaintance with God. ;\Io;'en\:el- man
needed an authoritative guide  to in.'struot
him in all matters of faith and praciice, (:o}l
lql;);"ed to answer this need by revealing Him-
("f]he Bible is an authentic revelation of
0d. Jesus declared the 01d Testament to be
.-mthpritative and reliable, Luke 24 :27. The
ngnsnstency., competency, uprightness and
trustworthiness of the New 'l"estamm’lt has
«lemongtmted its reliability. These di\'inelv.-
:(Igléilgrwéed Scrip‘tm'es constitute the fin‘:ll
i 0 appeal_ in all matters of Christian
t::’ 1 ar)d bractice, Isaiah §:20. Throughout
lp(‘lst lf:liiio'il'ultti?sons. the Word of Gog will

] > Sole ¢ orii for o
ments of docl'rin.':lni‘;l'f::z'i[?lz.‘: EL [ AL

EXPOSITION
L. THE TRIUNE GOD

Read Jonn 14:16-17; 16:13-14, o7 These
s OF. Se

£ BOOK THAT NEEDS MO PrpEsTAL

W '
egyme WAS THE WRITING

—~ £XODUS 3276

are only a few verses of the many which
point out that God is triune. The trinity of
God is His tripersonal existence as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. The word “trinity”
comes from a Latin word trinus which means
“threefold.” It means, when applied to God,
that the God-head is composed of three per-
sons identified as the “Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit.” These three are not only
a trinity (three persons) but ave also a “tri-
unity” (three in one). This doctrine is dif-
ficult to understand, though positively taught,
in the Word.

1. The Trinity in the Old Testament. The
doctrine of the Trinity is not positively X
pressed in the Old Testament but it is cleal”
ly intimated. (1) Plural names and pronouds
are used for God in Genesis 1:1; 1:26; 11:7¢
Isainh 6:8 and elsewhere. (2) Various the
ophanies (Genesis 16 and 18) identify the
“Angel of the Lord” as both being God ant
being separate from God. (3) the work of
the Holy Spirit is clearly expressed in Gen-
esis 1:2; Judges 6:34 and elsewhere. There-
fore, while the doctrine is not positively
stated, it is evidenced in the Old Testament.

2. The Trinity in the New Testament. It
is in the New Testament that the doctrine of
the divine Trinity is explicitly declared.
Here are some occasions where the three
persons are clearly referred to. (1) At the
baptism of Jesus the TFather speaks from
heaven, the Spirit descends like a dove, while
the Son comes from the water, Matthew o
16-17. (2) The baptismal formula given bY
Jesus to the church demands that convertS
be baptized “in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” Matthew
28:20. (3) The apostolic benediction speaks
of “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ (Son)
. . . the love of God (Father) ... the con”
munion of the Holy Ghost (Spirit),” II Co”
inthians 13:14. (4) Jesus acknowledges the
existence of the Trinity when He says thal
He, the Son, will pray the Father to sent
the Holy Spirit to be with the disciples, Joh!
14:16-17; 16:13-14. (5) The New Testament
reveals a Father who is God (Romans 1:7)
a Son who is God (Hebrews 1:8), and a HolY
Spirit who is God (Acts 5:3-4). Other ref
erences are made to the Trinity in Job7
14:26-27; 15:26; 16:13; Luke 3:21-22; ActS
2:33. One writer has summed up the Biblical
feachings of this doctrine in these words:

The Father is all the fulness of the God-
heaa invisible, John 1:18; the Son is all th¢
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fulness of the Godhead nanifested, John
1:14-18; the Spirit is all the fulness of the
Godhead acting immediately upon the crea-
ture, I Corinthians 2:9-10.”—Boardman.

3. Relation of persons of the Trinity. The
three persons of the Trinity form perfect
unity in the Godhead. They are each equally
divine, John 1:1; Acts 5:3, 5. They bhave
mutual knowledge and love, Matthew 11:27;
I Corinthians 2:10; Matthew 3:17; John
3:3-85; 5:30; Romans S:27. Their offices
are distinct, yet related, I Corinthians 12:
4-6; Ephesians 2:18-22. The Father. Son and
Holy Spirit are not three separate Gods (for
then we would be polytheists) but are one
in essence so that the three are a perfect
unity: While the word “trinity” does not
appear in the Scriptures, the teaching that
God is triune is unquestionably there. “Three
in One and One in Three.”

4. Tlustration of the Trinity. Understand-
ing the doctrine of the Trinity is a matter
of divine revelation, not human insight. How-
ever, it is made clearer when compared with
natural things, though no illustration can
exactly match the Divine Trinity. The idea
of. “the three are one” can be seen in that
ice, rain, and snow are all water. Height,
depth, and breadth are all dimensions of
space. Spirit, soul and body compose one
man. These, being three, are yet one whole.
Even so, the Father, Son and Spirit unite
in the one God whom we worship and serve.
If a reader does not fully understand the
doctrine, let him not dismay. Some evident
truths may be believed, though not fully
understood, without one being intellectually
dishonest.

It has been held that the Trinity is only
one person appearing in three forms. I'n
other words, in the Old Testament He is
Father; in the New Testament He is Son;
in the church age He is Holy Spirit. Such
a dispensational trinity cannot be demon-
strated by Scripture. Jesus recognizes &
Father and Spirit at the same time He
knows Himself to be the divine Son. God
has eternally been Father, Son and Spirit.
Let no one rob you of this blessed Biblical

doctrine.

II. THE INSPIRED SCRIPTURES

Which comes first, revelation or the Bible?
Revelation is first. The Bible comes because
God gave a revelation to men and is the
record of that revelation. By ‘“inspiration”

the revelation given to man is recorded in
human speech by means of writing. Inspira-
tion is, therefore, the supernatural communi-
cation of truth to the mind of man plus the
influence which makes him able to com-
municate it without error. It is through this
manner that the Holy Bible came to be writ-
ten: God communicated truth to the mind of
man and then guarded him from error as
he wrote it down. Thus it is said that the
seriptures are the very “Word of God.”

1. An inspired Bible. The Bible is in-
spired of God, the Old Testament as well
as the new, II Peter 1:21; II Timothy 3:16.
This inspiration to be able to write the Word
of God was the direct consequence of the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. Men did not
merely decide to write some sacred scrip-
ture. They wrote as God moved upon them
in the person of His Spirit, There are many
proofs of inspiration. (1) Jesus vouches for
the inspiration of the Old Testament by
quoting it with authority. See Matthew 5:18.
(2) Jesus promised the disciples would have
the supernatural aid of the Holy Spirit in
their teaching ministry just as the prophets
experienced His help, Matthew 10:19; John
17:8; 20:22. (3) The apostles claim to have
received the Holy Spirit and to have written
under his authority so that their writings
are equal to the Old Testament writings in
inspiration, I Corinthians 11:23; 14:37-3S;
Galatians 1:12; I Thessalonians 4:2, 8.

The word “inspiration” means “breathed-
in” and speaks of the Spirit’s ministry when
He puts within one the message of God. Since
the contents of the Bible are nothing other
than the very words of God, it must be
treated with great respect. There is, indeed.
such a thing as divinely inspired scripture.
We have it in our Bible. “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God . . .” IT Timothy
3:16.

2. An infallible Bible. We believe the
Bible to be the infallible Word of God. As
“infallible” means “incapable of mistakes:
exempt from error; unerring,” we believe
the Bible to be perfectly true and correct.
There is no false doctrine approved and
propagated therein. Jesus once said of God's
Word, “Thy word is truth,” John 17:17. The
Psalmist testifies, “The law of the Lord is
perfect, converting the soul,” Psalm 19:7.
No one can prove the Word of God to be
erroneous on any point of its teaching.

There are some who question the reliability

.
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bhe _rezu], believed and obeyed without doubts.
It is the very word of God!

III. THE ACCOUNT OF CREATION

Gel}osis 1-2 record the Biblical account of
creation. This account should be read beforé
bursuing this topic of study. We believe this
Biblical account to be a factual and true
record of the origin of all things. It is bein®
assailed today by unbelievers. Christian?
Should study this matter so as to be able £
glve a reason for their loyalty to this sacre
record. T

1. Characteristics. An examination of th®
Genesis account of creation may well I
Crease appreciation for its beauty, statell
ness, and truth. These qualities are sug’
gested for study: (1) The origin of the uo”
verse is in the creative act of God, Genesis
1:1ff.; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 11:3. (2
The Genesis account is written in DO™
technical language as if intended for com
mon men, (3) It is highly poetic and figur®
tive. (4) It is pre-scientific, but not ant’
scientific, and does not argue scientific D3
ters. (5) It is in partial, outline form.
Whole account is only 1500 words, two chal”
ters, and one six-hundredth part of the
total Bible. (6) It is marked by dignity and
moral exaltation when compared to creation
myths of other ancient religions. (7) It -
anderfully accurate and reserved in de-
g]l‘lyl'tpresenti“g basic truths without bothe”
TE s 0 answer questions of idle curosity-

is pre-eminently religious. God is at the
center of all and man is made in His imag®
and likeness. To read the creation accou”
In Genesis is to stand amazed before th
fle‘l)nonsh'ation of God’s power and purpose:

= Purpose. Why did God create a un”
verse, including man? The Bible gives 2 two
fold answer: for redemption and for glory:
(1) God created the worla for man a7
S’eated man that He might redeem hi™
-reation and redemption are parts of o7°
great plan, John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16:
Revelation 4-5, God knew the man He wollld
create would sin ang fall, but created h”.n
-';:y\'vn'y that He might redeem him into H*
ro;?:}c]tsq gy grace. Therefore, the man W7
misses t10ds offer of grace in Christ JeST.
bronent 1, "eY thing for swhich he WA°
\vm]% t into existence. (2) God created the
fléh( for His own glory. This was no seV°
prim Manifestation of Himself because He I*

arily glorified by blessing His creatures:
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Creation finds its true purpose in redemp-
tion which works to God's glory.

3. Man. The crowning act of God's crea-
tive work was the origin of man. There are
two accounts of the creation of man in
Genesis 1:26-30 and 2:7. These accounts are
in perfect agreement and suggest the four
facts which follow. (1) Man's creation was
immediate so that he did not have to evolve
from the brute. Observe that three distinct
creative act are attributed to God: material
substance, Genesis 1:1; animal life, 1:21;
and human life, 1:26-27. The creation of man
is ag sharply distinguished from animal life
as animal life is distinguished from inorganic
matter. (2) Man’s body was made from
earthly material previously created—"the
dust of the earth.” (3) The soul of man was
given directly from God and made him
unique from the rest of creation, Genesis 2:7.
Since the soul (spirit) came from God, it
will return to God at death, Ecclesiastes
12:7. (4) Man was made in the image and
likeness of God, Genesis 1:26. Man is like
God in that he is a rational and spiritual
being with intelligence, rational affection,
free will, and a moral sense. These four
things mark him as being in God’s image.
He was made for God and is responsible fn
God. He will fulfill his high calling only in
the will of God. Man is supreme of all God’s
creation., He exists solely that he might lze
to the “praise of His glory,” Ephesians 1:12.

CONCLUSION—Today’s study has dealt
with God, God’s Word, and God’s creation.

It has been set out that God is a trinity in

His person—Father, Son and Spirit equally

divine and working in perfect unity. Our

triune God has given a revelation of Him-

self by Dbreathing His message into men.

This message was then written for posterity.

The written account was so superintended

by the Holy Spirit that it came from the

pens of men without error whatsoever. This

record begins with an account of the origin

of the universe and all that is therein. This

record Is true. Next Sunday’s study will be

concerned with the origin of sin and deprav-

ity in the human race. Be sure to study and

be in your class for a discussion of “Satan

and the Fall of Man.”

QUESTIONS

1. What is the subject of study for this
quarter?

2. What does “trinity” meun?

3. How can you illustrate the trinity of
God?

4. Which came first, revelation or the
Bible? Explain.

5. What evidence is there that the Bible
is God’s inspired word?

6. What do we mean by “infallible” Bible?

7. Is the 0ld Testament equally inspired
with the New Testament?

8. Where is the account of creation found
in the Bible?

9. What is meant by, “It is pre-scientific
but not anti-scientific”?

10. What were the three distinct creative
acts in Genesis 1 and 27

Keep your Bible open and you will not find the door of heaven shut.

Don

't think the Bible is dry inside because it is dusty on the outside.

The most desirable time to read the Bible is as often as possible.

Read it through. Pray it in. Work it out. Note it down. Pass it on.
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Lesson IT

Satan and the Fall of Man

Aim: The study of Articles 4, 5, 4. Th i ity
3% OL » 9, 4. The personality of S .5. H ita 1 depravity
of man in his natural state involvinpé his falll ir? A;;zrlnn. PRSI R

Devotional: Servants, Romans 6:14-18.

Lesson Text: Genesis 3:1-7; Romans 5:8-15.

1 Now the serpent was more subtil t
beast of the field which the fgrd Gl;iln ;gt};
made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath

I not eat of every tree of the

the midst of the
garden, God hath gaid Y
shall i i b it
= y:o‘;ie.eat of it, neither ghall ye touch it,
4 And the serpent said
Ye shall not surely die:~al g

5 For God doth know that in

ye shall be, asen your eyes shall be opened, and

gods, knowing good and evj]
6 And when the Woman saw that th?lt;'ee

nto the woman,

, and
and he dxg;veeata.lso unto her hush

7 And the ¢ d th . 3 > ne man;
yes of them b and the gift by grace, which is by ©
a oth ' :
Sxefih?iyg klrel.:W that they were nakvzgfeagge?lf:}: Jessus Christ, hath abounded unto many-
aprons, ves together, and made themselves Daily Bible Readings
e Re
$ But God* i }rdomcilay: Genesis 3:8-20
1 d commendeth, p; uesday: Romans 3:9-20
in that, wh 18 love toward
iy ile we were et sinners, Chris: dil:j‘ TW}Ieuirslsziay:I II;utke 51)08:197—20
) M . : eter J:o-
uch more then, being now justified Friday: ~Revelation 20:1-10
itied by Saturday: Job 1:6-12
» and come short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23-

Ed th Whom  God 30 iy . over
1y Py 0 be magte, ¢ beautifu] gg,q - The fate of physical death hangs »
o Mther's reign -2 Under hig hegve. M0 He is a sinner condemned. What B2
i g Called yoear® He was giyorcs  Pe1ed? Today's lesson answers this questio’y

M the joyg of Orlgh(:man' to shaye Wlt;: Every person must face the problem oc .
for%[?dy oceur, ed | Ma‘:‘l hllman IOVe_ But 4 sin. He may close his eyes to its l'eﬂ.llty' g
fiirn, from the garden « ", Suddenly thrust oY Minimize ity seriousness by consideri’

He 15 no longe wii:h 10 hope of re. Lo mmere “mistake” and a breach Of u.:
Tellowship ypip 18WS Of society. He may admit its serl e

}}:is blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
im.

10 For if, when we were enemies, We \;c;e
reconciled to God by the death of his oe'
much more, being reconciled, we shall be s3V
by his life.

11 And not only so, but we also we
through our Lord Je'-sus Christ, by whom
have now received the atonement. ) red

12 Wherefore, as by one man sin enjcath
into the world, and death by sin; and 80 ee :
passed upon all men, for that all have slnn]d:

13 (For until the law sin was in the WOF
but sin is not imputed when there is n0 k:.]vl‘i;m

14 Nevertheless death reigned from A- e
to Mo'-ses, even over them that had not'sm'nn
after the similitude of Ad~am’s transgressio™
who is the figure of him that was to come: ¢

15 But not as the offence, so also 18 ne
free gift. For if through the offence OfG‘:)d.
many be dead, much more the grace of

joy in G4

Dess and accept what the Bible gays b0
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it. The Bible says much about sin. It says
sin is “transgression, missing the mark,
crookedness, rebellion.” It says sin is first
against God and secondly against man, It
says sin blights a man’s conscience, disturbs
his fellowship with God, and condemns his
soul to hell.

Moreover, the Bible says sin is due to the

. evil influence of a person who heads up all

evil forces. We call this person Satan, or
the devil. Today’s study will deal with the
subject “Satan and the Iall of Man.” It
will set out these basic truths: Satan is a
person of supreme evil; Satan brought the
fall of man and its attendant consequences;
Satan’s power is broken in Jesus Christ. This
is the story of redemption.

EXPOSITION
I. SATAN’S PERSONALITY

Though many people deny the personality
of Satan, the existence, power, and per-
sistence of moral evil in the world is evi-
dence that there is a personal devil. Just as
all good is headed up in the person of God,
so all evil is headed up in the person of
Satan. One who believes the Bible cannot
deny this.

There Is A Key (Luke 24:47)
- TS T =

L2 e & » i S
RATED BETWEEN YOU
IES HAVE SEPA A 50z

'",..BY ONE MAN SIN ENTERED INTO
THE WORLD..."

1. Satau’s origin. Whence came the devil?
The answer to this question is shrouded in
mystery. Two things may be said positively.
(1) Satan is a created being. God has created
all things, visible and invisible, Colossians
1:16. He alone is self-existent and if Satan
was not created, he would have existed
eternally with God. (2) God did not create
Satan an evil person. Satan became a devil
by wilful rebellion against God. There is
little information as to when this happened.
The Bible is concerned with the origin of
sin among men. This is traced back to a
Satanic temptation in Eden. Many Bible stu-
dents look to these scriptures as evidence
of Satan’s origin: Isaiah 14:12-17; Ezekliel
28:1-19; Colossians 1:16; I Timothy 3:16; II
Peter 2:4; Jude 6, 9. Of this much we are
sure: At some time in eternity an angel of
light rebelled against God and became the
leader of forces of darkness.

2. Satan’s names. Names given Satan
help reveal his character. He is called Abad-
don and Apollyon (Revelation 9:11); Beel-
zebub—prince of demons (Matthew 12:24-
27) ; Belial—vileness (II Corinthians 6:15) ;
Devil—slanderer (Matthew 4:1); Satan—
adversary (Zechariah 3:1; I Peter 5:8);
Great Dragon (Revelation 12:9); God of
this world—age (II Corinthians 4:4); Liar
and murderer (John 8:44); Lucifer—light-
bearer (Isaiah 14:12); Prince of this world
(John 12:31); Prince of the power of the
air (Ephesians 2:2); Old Serpent (Revela-
tion 12:9); Tempter (I Thessalonians 3:5);
and the Wicked One (Matthew 13:19). His
names show him to be a person of excep-
tional wickedness.

3. Satan’s abode. Satan is not presently
restricted to any one place. He has access
to heaven, Job 1:6; Zechariah 3:1: Luke
10:18; Revelation 12:7-12. He has access
to the “heavenlies,” Ephesians 6:11-12. He
walks up and down in the earth, Job 1:7:
2:2; I Peter 5:8. His proper place and
eventual destiny is hell, Revelation 9:11;
Matthew 25:41.

4. Satan’s power and work. Satan is the
author of sin (Genesis 3 :1-6), sickness (Luke
13:16), and death (Hebrews 2:14). He en-
ters into men (John 13 :2T), blinding their
hearts (II Corinthians 4:4) and putting
wicked purposes in them (John 13 :2; Acts
5:3). He tempts men to sin (Matthew 4).
He opposes the influence of the Gospel
(Mark 4:15) by harassing and resisting

R
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God’s servants (Daniel 10:13; 11 i
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Wwho has not reached the age of "“ﬁpowbmti
is not guilty of personal sin. So long as ”‘e;e
is no guilt there can be no condemnation- Tm
srace of God keeps in peace those who die
infancy.

“Hereditary and total depravity”
every man is helpless, by virtue of !
heritance as a human being, outside '\
provisions of God’s saving grace. HIS wnon—
nature—body, soul, and spirit—are “'eﬂkele
ed and warped in the direction of sin- Xt ™
as William Evans has written, “The u0¢ 1
standing is darkened (Iphesians’ 4:ls'nd
Corinthians 2:14) ; the heart is deceitful nnd
wicked (Jeremian 17:9-10); the mind,‘f‘ms
conscience are defiled (Genesis 6:73 ll(II
1:15); the flesh and spirit are defiled ©
Corinthians 7:5) ; the will is enfeeble‘,1 @ f
ans 7:18); and we are utterly destitut® re
any Godlike qualities which meet the. (i
Quirements of God’s holiness (Romals p's
18).” Total depravity means all of 15 ith-
faculties aye weakened toward sin and w'nl(
out divine aid, each man will forever
deeper into sin. 1e

2. Beginning of depravity. Depravity cnrlllt"
through the full of man, The Biblical 3
count of this fall is recorded in Genes so‘;.
and interpreted in Romans 5:12-19; 9 :10‘;;"
and elsewhere. Sin was already in the den'ﬁ
but when Adam ang Eve yielded to Satd in
enticement anq ate the forbidden fruit, Si!'
entered into human experience. The Slt‘
WVas a voluntary act of the will. They exﬂl‘,
ed their will above God’'s will, delibemte'vl
transgressing g divinely marked boundﬂ;}r
By so doing, they became depraved in “y
OWn minds and unfit for fellowshiD i/
God. f

Genesis 3 records the effects of the S 28
the first humans, There were six imm lﬂl“
effects of their gin: conscience was a‘vﬂktelle
ed, a fig-leaf covering was attempted; P4 ey
Dossessed them; fear assailed them: wui'
Sought to hide; they sought to justify s
i’»ﬁlves. There were remote consequenc on
the SIh also. These included: a curse YP,

¢ Serpent, the woman, the man, 20 "
ﬁ::tl;nd; banishment of man from the 4% deaf

tutlon of sacrificial worship; prom™ the
)
d

a 1-edeeme,.; birt ing
depravity of h of children shar

the visible p
Spiritual geq
and Eye,
depraveq.

their parents; sepal'ﬂtio“1

resence of God; physical =
th. Through the sin of Adnr“
the whole human race is P

Sunday School Quarterly R

3. Scope of depravity. Since depravity is
inherited, it is universal among men. Men
are born into a sin-depraved world and are
by nature children of wrath, Psalm 51:5;
Ephesians 2:3. Sin is a universal experience
among human beings who reach the age of
responsibility, Romans 3:9. No honest man
can deny that he, too, is the subject of de-
pravity, Psalm 14:1ff.; Luke 11:13; Mat-
thew 6:12; Jeremiah 17:9.

Depravity (weakness in the direction of
sin) results in the commission of acts of
sin. The seriousness of these acts of sin is
revealed in that by sin a man is alienated
from God, degraded, disrupted in his social
relations, suffering in body and mind, and
condemned already to death. Sin is most
serious. It is a problem with which all
human beings must deal. If a man is natural-
ly depraved and void of those qualities of
spirit which commend him to God, where 'is
there hope for him? The answer can lie
only in Jesus Christ. Praise God, He is
sufficient to save all men who believe!

III. CHRIST'S ATONEMENT

God alone fully understands the meaning
of depravity and the condemnation which
sin deserves. Though He is moved by divine
Justice, He has no pleasure in the deatb of
the wicked, }zekiel 33:11. It is not His will
that any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance, II Peter 3:9. Therefore,
He looked with merciful love upon a world
of mankind condemned to eternal death by
their sins and moved in grace to redeem
them. Read Romans 5:8-15.

1. Man’s need. Man desperately needed
help. He was “ungodly” (without God’s ap-
proval and help), a “sinner” (guilty of miss-
ing the mark set by God's holy law), and
an “enemy” (rebelling against the known
demands of God’s righteousness). In such a
condition he was ‘“without hope in the
world,” Ephesians 2:12. Due to his depraved
condition, his eyes were blinded so that he
did not realize the dread seriousness of his
plight and could not perceive the glorious
light of the gospel, IT Corinthians 4 :4. Bound
helplessly in sin, he needed a Saviour.

2. God’s love. “God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sin-
ners, Christ died for us,” Romans 5:8. The
motive for salvation is not found in the
Boodness of man but in the grace of God.

God loved us first, before we evev oved
Him, and moved to redeem us. His love is
not a weak, sentimental, selfish emotion. It
is a mighty force which moved across the
centuries in a redemptive plan which is ef-
fective for all who believe. His love is
sacrificial, giving Jesus unto death. His
love is universal, embracing all of mankind.
His love is persistent, seeking out the lost
sheep. His love is redemptive, reclaiming
all who have departed and who will return.

3. Christ’s sacrifice. The story of the cross
of Jesus is so familiar that it need not be
repeated here. Paul simply refers to it in
such expressions as, “Christ died for us”
and ‘“we were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son.” It is, indeed, through the Lord
Jesus Christ that we have received the
atonement. The glorious truth of the gospel
is that Christ died for our sins, the Just for
the unjust, that He might bring us to God,
I Peter 3:18. His sacrifice was for men, all
men, depraved men, undeserving men. His
sacrifice was valid for *“. . . through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness
of sins: and by him all who believe are
justified from all things . . .” Acts 13:38b-
39a. He is the Saviour of all who repent and
trust Him.

4, Man’s hope. Paul is careful to point out
the seriousness of Adam’s sin and man’s con-
dition as a consequence, Indeed, by the one
man sin came into the world and passed
upon all men because all have sinned. How-
ever, in Christ Jesus man has received much
more than he lost in Adam! By the offence
of the first Adam, death came. By the sac-
rifice of the second Adam (Jesus Christ),
life is available. In Jesus the believer finds
deliverance over the devil and human de
pravity: “That as sin haih reigned unto
death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord,” Romans 5:21.

CONCLUSION—There is a personal devil
who has set his designs to ruin man eternal-
ly. He tempted our forefathers—Adam and
Eve—and through their Fall the whole race
of mankind suffers under a depravity to-
ward sin. He is active in opposition to right-
eousness and the influence of the Gospel. By
his influence and power, men are blinded to
God’s offer of mercy and bound in the habits
of sin. Their only hope is in Jesus Christ,
whom God hath set forth as the Saviour. In
Christ Jesus, mankind gaings much more

.
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The Divine Son

Aim: The study of Articles 6, 8, 7. 6. The virgin birth and deity of Jesus Christ. 8. His bodily
resurrection and ascension back to His Father. 7. Christ’s blood atonement for fallen man.

Devotional: The Good Shepherd, John 10:17-18.
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-25; Hebrews 1:1-4.

18 Now the birth of Je'-sus Christ was on
this wise: When as his mother Mar’sy was es’
poused to Jo’-seph, before they came together,
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.

19 Then Jo’-seph her husband, being a just
man, and not willing to make her a publick
example, was minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these things,
:?hOI_d, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
Dm,l in a dream, saying, Jo’-seph, thou son o

2'vid, fear not to take unto thee Mar’y thy
wife: for that which is conceived in her is of
the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou S'halt call his name JE-SUS: for he shall
save his people from their sins.

‘ ]%2 Now all this was done, that it might be
ulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
Prophet, saying,

qh23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and
¢hall bring forth a son, and they shall call his
"ame  Em-man’-u-el, which being interpreted
15, God with us.

did24 ‘Then Jo'seph being raised from slecp

) 2 the angel of the Lord had bidden him,
and took unto him his wife:

@;’%Th‘ i beloved S in whom
\j is is my beloved Son, in

INTRODUCTION—“Unto us a child is
Jorn, unto us a son is given . . .~ Isaiah 9:6a.
ghese glad words must have chorused

\rough the heart of Mary when, in Bethle-
hem, “ghq brought forth her firstborn som,
?".d wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
aid him in a manger . . .” Luke 2:7a. There
;V‘}S something wonderfully different about
hhls child. Before His birth the angel Gabriel
rad named Him, “The Son of the Highest,”
“Uke 1:32, Upon further angelic instruction
l'e was named “Jesus” by Iis foster-father,
'Soseph, Matthew 1:21. Another angelic mes-
enger announced His birth to lowly shep-

25 And knew her not till she had brought
forth her firstborn son: and he called his name
JE'-SUS.

* % % k¥

1 God, who at sundry times and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers
by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us
by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of
all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

3 Who being the brightness of his glory,
and the express image of his person, and up-
holding all things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

4 Being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they.

Daily Bible Readings
Monday: Luke 2:1-7
Tuesday: Matthew 21:1-11
Wednesday: I Corinthians 15:12-20
Thursday: Romans 1:8-17
Friday: Hebrews 9:25-28
Saturday: Acts 1:1-9

I am well pleased; hear ye him, Matthew 17:5c.

herds calling Him, “a Saviour . . . Christ, the
Lord,” Luke 2:11. Many years after, God
the Itather spoke from heaven to testify,
«This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased,” Matthew 3:17Tb. Today's study
seeks to make this a blessed Christmas sea-
son by devoting special attention to Jesus
Christ, the Divine Son of God.

Jesus Christ is the heart and life of the
Christian religion. “It owes its life and
character at every point to Him. Its com-
victions are convictions about Him. Its hopes
are hopes which He has inspired and which
it is for Him to fulfill. Its ideals are born

_
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and forever, Hebrews 13:8. Jesus IS 2
eternal Son of God whose existence 85 .
Eﬁ"ﬁ"“ does not depend upon HIS physict
th.
2. Prediction, The birth of Jesus WO
foretold. Prophets told of the tribe to“'“c'
family line, and other details concerning t"h
birth of Jesus. See Isaiah 7:14; 9:6: * !;d
9:2; and others. His birth was also foretot_
to Mary (Luke 1:26-38) and to Josep! (M aut
thew 1:20.25), including the nnnouncemee
that the baby would be a boy whose T5,
:_:"’“1(1 be Jesus! Repeatedly, the Write™ |
tl::t GOSDOI records state, “This W45 Ken
poat It might be fulfilled which Was %, es
¥ the prophets . . . From many centlr
gef(’.l'e His birth to a few months thefefr(()l’er'
tl:;ldts plan developed in such perfe g
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of any kind, natural or supernatural, toolk
place. The will of God expressed itself in
His power by enabling Mary to concelve and
bear the Messiah. The angel said, “The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee . . .” but nowhere
is the Holy Spirit called the father of Jesus.
Jesus is the “Son of God,” not because His
Daternity was of the Holy Spirit, but because
of His eternal pre-existent relationship with
the Tather.
5. Excitement. The birth of the Lord Jesus
aroused excitement among angels and men.
As if heaven could not contain the blessed
News, an angel came to announce His birth.
But not one angel, mind you, but “a multi-
tude of the heavenly hosts,” announcing
beace on earth among men and glory to God
because His grace had produced a Saviour.
Some among men caught the vision also.
Shepherds hastened away from their flocks
;? ‘S%.u’e one born “a Saviour . .. Christ the
fOrd, Luke 2:15-17. Even men from a
E‘{)reign country came to see Him and adore
thieT?- ‘Yhen they had seen His star from
rul " Eastern home, Matthew 2:1-12. Cruel
nesexs who feared the increase of righteous-
S were also excited by His birth and
Sought to destroy Him, Matthew 2:3-8, 13-
the Yes, angels and men were excited by
1e birth of the Messiah, some to good decds
and some to evil.
the 1 Promise. The birth of Jesus Christ is
10pe of the world. The angel which ap-
E)s’el(rl°red to Joseph promised that this baby
vich Mary would bear “would save his
'I.)e()ple from their sins,” Matthew 1:21. The
angel Gabriel promised Mary that her child
';lllum be called the Son of God,” Luke 1:35.).
thl(fs‘3 promises came true. It was not until
lel;y years afterward that Jesus revealed
th Self as the Messiah. Approximutely
dare? years later He was crucified. Three
Noyfa after burial, He arose from the grave.
u W He ever lives to make intercession for
S and is, indeed, the hope of the world.
noFt{. Deity. The birth of Jesus as a man does
deny His divine nature. “The Word was
tx-?,d: John 1:lc. This statement is eternally
:m(; - The fact that the Word became flesh
be dwelt among us so that His glory could
T beheld does not obscure the fact Ellﬂt
fouls Cl?rist is the Divine Son of God. “The
bygtu b?'?h wasg a special miracle wrought
the he Third Person of the Trinity, whereby
Second Person of the Trinity, the eternal
Son of God, took to Himself a genuine and

complete human nature, and was born as
a4 man, without surrendering in any way
His complete divine nature,"—Baker's Dic-
tionary of Theology. The entire Gospel of
John was written to produce faith that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, John 20:31. In
the incarnation God was revealed in human
flesh unto the redemption of sinners, Philip-

pians 2:5-11.

II. VICTORIOUS OVER SIN,
Hebrews 1:1-4.

1. Pure from sin. The personal life of
Jesus Christ was unspotted by sin. His ex-
periences in human flesh were not limited
to a manger bed, choiring angels, amazed
shepherds, and adoring wisemen. He grew
to manhood and lived as a man in the midst
of man’s daily cares. Yet, in it all He “did
neither was guile found in his

mouth,” I Peter 92:22, This does not mean

He was not tempted as are other men. (See
Matthew 4.) On the contrary, He ‘““was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin,” Hebrews 4:15Db. He was not manifested
to sample man’s sins, but to take them away.
To do this, He must remain pure. His
victory over sin assures us that we, too, will
surely triumph in Him.

9, Penalty for sin, God hath set Jesus forth
to be a propitiation for sins through faith in
His blood, Romans 3:25. To perform this
purpose, He went to the cross where He died,
“the Just for the unjust,” that He might
pring us to God, T Peter 3:18. “The Babe of
the Manger” and “the Christ of the Cross”
ave the same divine person! In His atoning
death, God permitted the sinless Lord Jesus
to become sin-offering for guilty men so
that they might receive forgiveness. Chris-
tians may joyfully proclaim, “Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse of the law . ..”
(Galatians 3:13a) so that, “there is no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus . . 7 Romans 8:1.

3. Power over sin. Jesus could not be held
in the clutches of death. He laid down His
life as a sin-offering, but He also took it up
again to be a living Redeemer, Acts 2:24;
John 10:17-18. Because He has paid the
penalty for sin, now living with the keys
of death and hell, He is able to forgive. The
pronouncement of Jesus, and the experience
of the redeemed, is that “the Son of man
hath power on earth to' forgiven sins,” Mark

no sin,
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EXPOSITION spe kn The Holy Spirit hears (John 16:13): Him T’b name. The name of “God” is given the Spirit would be no more serious tha;
I. THE HOLY SP 8,22)8 (Acts 10:19ff.), intercedes (Rom;lns 3 P.nulhe Slfﬂ'lt is called “God” in Acts 5:3,  blaspheming a preacher of the Gospel if
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Pers reveals t(‘]‘)h“ 16:7), guides (John lﬁ-mé Cod” in tlxe.e-'IL He is not “the Spirit of God, and so intimately related to man’s
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oy the character in hlmses existence gs g Churchs (Acts 13:2), sets pastors 0 2 but He iy ‘—~m the sense of ownership—  pheme Him.
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he fl Sh) be atters. refers to the S i.‘t . “he” no tha? Th do are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. filment of Jesus’ promise, “I will not leave
nine times, ’]‘hl‘sps;i)wg SJegues thought of ﬂ‘g outesg include creation (Genesis 1 :‘25‘. casting  you ‘comfortless (companionless orphans).”
Spirit as a ‘pemon I nal obj S (nh sin (gmons (Matthew 12:28), conviction of The XHoly Spirit constantly, unceasingly,
furnitul'e, Zrass w‘. dn:;p%rsonce po ery “nv Titug %0}:11 16:8), regeneration (John 3:8: dwells within every peliever so that no
reputation) ar p I .? He t—’ «pe.” The; This 3:5), and resurrection (Romans S:11). Christian is ever alone!
e called “it,” Not ot cﬂ“ed pers IS proof that the FHoly Spirit is 1 o His ministry. Verse 18 of the lesson
> 2ISon who is divine in His nature. Ile is {ext assures the disciples that Jesus would
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IV. THE HOLY SPIRIT IS INTEF
JACENT
ands
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Y Droducin he Holy Spirit regenerates him
eXercises thiii faith in his heart. The man
Creature” i S faith and is made “a new
in reSDOnsen Christ Jesus because the Spirit,
Spiritual i to faith, produces a moral and
lever. go lﬁge of Jesus in the penitent be-
Man eopeer, S, 000 that o salvation, 4
Christ o Clously and freely surrenders to
Viction csllsﬂvmur and Lord. Yet, the con-
are g1 gog}g, faith and offer of forgiveness
the Lord| S work. Truly, salvation is of
oixirsgngifies. Sanctification is conse:
thie i f ication to God. God saves men
rmed ention that each one would “De
to the image of His Son,"—sancti-

crati
With
Confo

led.
nnt:a Ivation, each Christian is sancti-
at therehy he becomes dedicated to

God. He is further sanctified in that he
has an inner purification caused by trans-
formation of character. The Holy Spirit con-
tinues to strive with a man, after salvation,
to work out in his life the inner sanctifica-
tion already received. So it is that the same
Spirit which regenerates likewise works in
the believer to produce full sanctification, II
Thessalonians 2:13; I Peter 1:2.

5. He intercedes. It has been pointed out
above that the Spirit stands as an interjacent
between God and man. He takes the things
of God and makes them understandable to
man. In like manner, He takes man’s praises
and prayers and offers them up before God,
Romans 8:26-27. Therefore, believers have
not only the mediation of the Son but also
the intercession of the Spirit. Praise God!

CONCLUSION—AII that has been said
above concerning the Holy Spirit does not
lessen the importance of Jesus nor His sac-
rifice. He is still the Saviour by whose
sacrifice men are redeemed. The Holy Spirit
ig the third person of the divine Trinity. He
makes applicable to man that redemption
which has been provided by the grace of the
Father and the sacrifice of the Son. As no
man can come to God except through Jesus
Christ, so no man can come through Jesus
save by the Holy Spirit. The three are one.
To each one, as well as to the three together,
maxi owes his hope of eternity. Thank God
He is a God of love and mercy. Thank God
He is a Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Ob-
serve- how this study relates to that desig-

nated for next week’s lesson.

QUESTIONS
1. Why should we realize the Holy Spirit
is a person?
How do His attribute

He is a person?
Why is it significant that He is a divine

person?

In what sense is He a “Comforter”?
How does He reveal God to believers?
What is His relationship to believers?

of what does the Spirit convict the

sinner?
the Spirit call one to Christ?

How does
What is His relationship to salvation?
What is His relationship to Jesus?

s and work prove

o
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includes this w
reads! this writer with each one who
Today’s
doctl.i“g}“?lud'y.(leals with two points of
without':u 'Ustlfl'cution before God by faith
of Go(ys‘ l‘?; _adnllxtlll'e of works; Separation
two conce Ltl‘”(h'e“ from the world.” These
in the Sful\l') S-bek’“g together. He who shares
should ;mvat“’“ purchased by God’s own Son
fication ‘.,Se' “?01: salvation only, but sancti-
? ell. Tur <
let us study together rn to Romans 5 and

e EXPOSITION
* SALVATION’S MEANING, 5:1.

Sever
tion : ..{11_2 d‘:ord% are used to describe salva-
Leconciliati mption, forgiveness, atonement,
uses the fnj etc. In Romans 5:1, Paul
worq “J'ust-elm, “justification.” The Greek
declaye ri ;ftied, has two meanings: (1) to
4 judge ing iteous—as the pronouncement of
ideas gpe c-ourt, (2) to make righteous. Both
usfi\ie- reflected in the New Testament
i

throygp S;g;er penitently approaches God
and ggig fous Christ. He confesses Dis sin
Slveness oq r forgiveness, confident that for-
Tifice of Je: be obtained because of the sac
Cause of us. God looks upon him and, be-
longer ypqus [faith, declares him to be no
Sin, ie, de ; the guilt and condemnation of

clares him righteous. So the peni-
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tent believer is saved. That is only one side
of the miracle of salvation, however. The
act of declaring one righteous is accompanied
by (and simultaneous with) the new birth in
which one becomes “pegenerated” so that he
actually is righteous! The person who is
saved becomes “a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new,” II Corinthians 5:17. By being
“horn again,” becoming a new creature in
Christ, the believer is actually made right-
eous. This is the miracle of grace!

The righteousness of the Dbeliever is not
his own, but the imputed righteousness of
God, Romans 4:3. God confers His own
righteousness upon the penitent believer, “the
righteousness which is of God by faith”
(Philippians 3:9), so that he becomes a ‘‘par-
taker of the divine pature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through
lust,” 1T Peter 1:4. The believer is righteous,

nly can do righteous

not because he sudde:
deeds, but because God declared and made
him pure in salvation. As the prodigal son

received a new robe from the father (Luke
15:22), so the justified man is clothed with-
in by God’s righteousness. Justification
means I am made "just-as-if-I-had—not-sin-

ned.” Praise God for saving grace!

IL SALVATION’S METHOD, 5:1.

Just how is a man saved? The Word an-
sSwers, wpperefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord

does not mean faith

Jesus Christ.” This
justifies, put that God justifies in response

to faith.

1. Salvation is God’s work in response to

faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus has
1t SO clearly in John 8:14-18. He
hat it means to be ‘‘born again.”
the incident in Numbers 21 :4-9.
Israel had sinned against God and deadly,
fiery serpents were sent among them as
punishmeut. geores were dying from the
Dites of the serpents. Moses prayed and God
gave & remedy: @ serpent of brass was
fashioned and set on & pole. Every person
who looked up to this brass serpent was heal-
ed of the pite so that he did not die. In like
manner, the Son of Man would be crucified
that those dying in sin, by looking to Him in
faith, would be healed of sin’s death.
These Vers

es clearly show unbelief as the
soul-condemniu

q sinner’s
set this Ot
explains W
He recalls

g sin. Verse 18 says clearly
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that whether one is cond

demned depends
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This new life is the result of a heavenly ex-
perience in Christ, Ephesians 2:5-6. The
man who is a new creation in Christ (II
Corinthians 5:17) lives a life which is actual-
ly Christ Jesus living within him, Galatians
2:20. He is no longer his OWDn, no longer lives
for himself, but he belongs to Goqd who has
bought him with a great price, 1 Corinthians
6:19-20. How this new life is

t hand of Gog. Living
nt of God’s pur-
Doses in hig life, the believer finds his
highest fellowship in God. In such a life
God ig truly glorifieq.
3. Salvation demands freedom from the
dominjon of sin
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e obeyed. The members
of l}is ody are not to be Subject to itg
dominion The believer Wwho lives ungey sin’
dominion i
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thoughts, even motivationg must be kept free
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&ESiF;atlgar In heavep only gag they live
SUDSistently witp the Christian professi
Matthew 5:1¢ S

4. Salvatiop demands geq

will, verse 13b. The Christian hag been

If Christ ig the way,
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of dedication should be manifes
believer in the world. ope for

CONCLUSION—There is Onlb';e’;i: gnrist-
the guilty sinner. That hope iS_ i trusts
Any person who repents 9f Sir aved. Whep
Jesus as his own Saviour will be B of life 8
one is saved, his whole mannellon"el. lives
changed. From henceforth, he "“:'l o died for
unto himself, but unto Him wh g6 Of ;
him. A life of service is the 1eSPODSC B g
devout man to redemption. Ncl\,eme of sal
topic of study will continue fhe.t uEtel'ﬂ“l
vation as we study concerning

Security.”
QUESTIONS
1. Define the term _“purchasm S
Why “purchased”?

”
ylvation:

2. What is “justification”? ith to salva”
3. What is the relation of fai

tion? ) "7
4. What is “imputed l'lghteoursi‘;‘:ls sin?
5 Why is unbelief such zll‘ Sest Jesus” fo
6. What does it mean to “tru e

salvation? s salvati
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and “alive unto God"? gy

9. In what sense is a believers
“temple of God”?

10. How does next
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ecurity of the believer.

417, 35-39.
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LeSson VI .
Eternal Security
15
Aim: The study of Article 14. 14. Etern:lx o
Devotional: Blessed, Psalm
1.4 1
Lesson Text: Romans 8:1-4,
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Would God be so concerned about impenitent
sinners as to give Jesus for them and then
be so heartless about Hig redeemed children
as to cast them off into hell? It is not rea-
sonable! Those who are children of God
overcome the world because they have be-
lieved, I John 5:1, 4. The person who is
saved has been born into God's family and
is right now a child of God, I John 3:2. As

he is now God’s child, he can enjoy the as-
Surance of a child now!

VII. ETERNAL LIFE NOow

Eternal life ig the gift of God when He
forgives a sinner. The new life is eternal in
duration anq quality: it neyep ends and it
is the kind of life we wil enjoy fully in
S received immediately
When one trugstg Jesus as Saviour, John
3:14-16, Jesug Says that (1) he who hears
the Word anq (2) believes op Him. (3) hag
eternal 1life right
commonly belieyeq that one ig not really
Saved until eterpg] Judgment, Not s0! The
b('eliever already hag eternal life abiding in
him and win not wait untij the judgment day
to receive it.
If eternal life is enjoyed today and 10st
one never enjoys it agai
is eternal life only if

“He that ig begotte
self, ang that Wwicked
I John 5.

Salvation mtotlh :
Sin. John gayg th 1€ dominion of
of God witpip hix?,,t when one g the seed

= 1 S impossible for hi
P ;r: }(:‘n in sin, 1 John 3 :9-10. The believl:ell‘r‘n
ok ;i with Christ in Goq, 0010ssinns 3 '3s
Fadl ;) Oger that Satan will ent'et"
Steal the belieyap away to cop.

Adult

is reliable:
demnation. We are as safe as ci(:guliss rof the
Safely enfolded within the 'as sealed bY
Father and the Son, as well a Satan canl
the Holy Spirit, there is no way

reach us to destrcy our soul.
IX. THE DIVINE NATURE

ceeding

“Whereby are given unto S €84 oco
great and precious promises: divine nattl™
ye might be partakers of the that is in the
having escaped the corruption 1:4. The b€
world through lust,” II Peter tion of the
liever has exchanged the con;upsharing the
world for the nature of God!

f
face ©
divine nature, he looks up 111,?01\1?; the D8
God and calls Him, “Father. ot evep

n
ture of God is so pure that it Jiasmes ;
subject to temptation to Sm'] Jiever I8 nOe
The divine nature within the )fhere may V7
subject to sin, either! Though veakness °
Occasional faults, due to the ‘ed remniq:
the flesh, the soul once redeem3: 9. It 10
pure, Romans 7:15-25; I Jo,h?w nature Se
impossible to corrupt the'dlv Ill/ rherefor™
that it deserves a destiny in he ‘peliever o
it is impossible to corrupt thenml.e withif
such an extent that the divine D T
him will be consigned to helfl.
very fact that the nntu're o - .
within will cause the believer resent W rhe
Justly, and blamelessly in th's.pﬂuences -tdS'
The divine nature within in o wor gl
human nature without so0 'fed race
thoughts, and actions are temper ondemna
Is there really any danger of cO%'’
to eternal destruction of one o1
the nature of God? has l-sts
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- Romans 8
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confessed their changed life in the ordinance
of baptism. It was the expected thing that
believers submit to this ritual. It was a
natural expression of repentance and faith.
Only those who were willing to repent and
confess their sins in this act were “prepared”
for the Lord’s coming,

Baptism is still important. Jesus has given
the example of His own baptism, Matthew
3:13-17. He commanded His churches to
make baptism a part of their ministry: (1)
make disciples, (2) baptize them, (3) teach

them to observe all the doctrines He taught,
Matthew 28:19-20, Baptism fulfills a distinet

burpose. It is a serious error to make it so
important that it is thought to be essential
in order to be forgiven of sins. It is also a
serious error to make it so unimportant that
it is neglected. Baptism is a sacred ordi-
nance and no truly loyal Christian can afford
to ignore it. How can one walk with Jesus
daily if he refuses to take this first act of
obedience and confession ?
4. A coming Christ. Th
to r'epentance by the announccement of the
coming of Christ, Matthew 3:11-12; John
1:6-8, 15-18, 29-34, These passages are a
record of John'g Wwitness to Christ Jesus.
His ministry reached its climax on that
day when he introduced Him to the world
as “the Lamb of God.” From that moment
on John’s resolve was, “He must increase
but I must decrease,” John 3:30. ,

For many generations the Jews had look-
ed for a Messiah to come. They expected him
t(_) be a political, as well as religious, Mes-
siah. John’s purpose was to prepare the
Deome spiritually for His comi

€ people were led

0 Christ is still the
Pivot of the Christian’s life and the glory of
his hope. 1t ig the church’

S message. It must
never be neglecteq nor deserted.

1I. GATHERED MATERIAL
John 1:35-42, ’

1:22-23. The institution of such a hol(}l' dj{
sembly would not be left to the han Se i<
men nor angels, but to Him who “lon\,e“.
the Head. Wherever there is a tme,{urv
Testament church in this twentieth centiis
Jesus is her Head. b insti-
e; The time. When was the c_hul‘-::;.em::;-
tuted? Here differences of opinion ituted as
dent. Some hold the church was insti another
Jesus went about calling one ""“dﬂl",rs say
of His disciples (Mark 1:16-20), Oqf;e, all-
it was instituted in the mount:llf‘ -ie others
night prayer (Mark 3:13-19), “lrlllmlh'v the
suggest yet other occasions. Acff‘ie(i with-
specific time and place is not jdenti ” it
out question in the New Testavme
was of urgent importance we W is enough
it to have been pointed out. It -;.ere( and
to know that Jesus personally g:'ljii:ﬂt chureh
personally instituted His church. ; 1 during
is of divine institution, being SOl.vltI;e Lord
the earthly ministry of Jesus D3 pentecost
Himself. It was empowered Orfn q world-
(but not organized there) and begd ,;;missim‘v
wide ministry under the Great Co
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 2. s
3. The method : personal witnessn:sv
40-42. Those who came to know Jetsh'ﬂ: their
promised Messiah were anxious 'Tooo . out
friends should know Him also. They prought
to tell others and, one by ON® - yord
them to Jesus. This is the Way ' “per-
intended that the church should fl\e means
sonal testimony is the most effec ltings are
of winning men. Great mass MECHLT oot
impressive, but personal \vitnqSSmr-lpspeyate'
effective. The present generation €/ .);
ly needs a revival of personal e‘;ough w
within the churches. It is not A% ces
build houses of worship and conduc . 108t
at stated times. An unsaved man " qgny
dead in sins, and blind to the trU:7: ,,me
should God’s people expect him interes
seeking the Lord unless they are ! agains
enough to go seek him? It is a S]'[;lg. This
God to neglect personal witnOSs" 2 sound
was the method Jesus used. Have YO
one more effective? * . 43. The
4. The method: divine call, verse alke YOU
familiar, “Follow me, and I will ™ enlisted
fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19) manner
Some of the early church. In thiS  =.om-
the Lord selected whom He wo}“‘1 church:
pose the congregation of the first

He is still building His churches
Same way.

verses
as the

<
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tal‘:hmbev'ship in a church must never be

me;';) or granted. Paul says God sets ?\.el.bl,
Orinte}ll" D the church as it pleases Him,
th ‘s 12:18. Church membership,
e, i o Mmatter of sacred importance.
thatn(lone Unites with a church he. testifies
@) g he is 2 new creature in Christ Jesus,
ing (g s placed him here for membership,
) he wiy serve the Lord here with
Ty, heart, g fail in this solemn agree-
Qh“rchs ' betray both God and men. If
,Inem ership is so vitally related to
o r;n, 10 Man can neglect the duties of
e Without committing sin. Each
T himembel‘ should either serve Goq
€mbership now is or should seek
OF another church where he can

P
Mﬁlt‘MANENT INSTITUTION,
thew 16:15.18,

e
gxul.chol;ﬂ;‘?ve the perpetuity of true
S Chyy, om the time Christ founded the
Lorg o h down ¢, this present hour. The
'thar“cterlmch A4S been given an enduring
o Q‘I“Se.d is Dreserved from extinction
‘e op O continue without a break. Th::'
© “Derpetuity of the chm{cl;n

8 € chur xiste(
ay th:ﬂptul‘al form ;;‘gsdg‘c“ti‘i?n; {H§ouED
o hall g, Since the original institution
i “E'ﬁo MU 50 to exist until Jesus
"k ("The church” means the
Not any particular congre

by eang o “husband is head of the
by amcular O Particular husband or wife.)
hay A Crogg th ONgregation may exist or not,
true churc\l‘:gsrld the Lord will always

s loer )
gl iy qoonip,

in

oy Jerses 1518, The lt()wﬂ;
Sed of le truly bor

thy hllqpe,” Vitally relatlglo pto God as His
of >t Sunday’s lesson dealt with

A haliae E believer in Jesus. Now if
ev&“? are secure, and the Holy

in oD each one, the assembl¥

‘Church capacity will continue

€ are belieyers in the earth.
h many pelievers lntohﬂi 10;‘;‘
3 e i in their ”
““t is Sm“ﬂmace Orythrénf;;éi;;l indwelling
Mo ooty {6 Bbhesiang g2, He will
assemblies to perish from

stohbed N Deriods of persecution have

I‘iStians from assemblmg'

fact
5 ret. The
to meet mn Sec] relﬂted to

thOUgh they had s are SO vitally

X o stinue t0
that the m?:zlﬁ)ln why they v‘ltlilnlcl(:; to exist.
God is O’F(:h(l‘ churches will con The founda-
B \dation, verses 117 he.‘s is the truth

2. Toul iprd's true churc the Christ, the
tion of :;eb\. Peter: dJesus 18 lost the church
express 1S 10S

\ is truth We is the
Son of God! If (118 M) ren. This & F

s a ;
ould cease being O thians
‘ljnsic foundation,
Jesus is not the

our faith is vmr;.n >
are empty and ‘vn
worthy, if

Son of God T " New

o wis 0 Troe, 5 rds upeter
no wise the case.

the . petrd).
there is & DIaY “pO‘Pock" (Greek, P°
i s

(Greek, petros) nnspelliug of
Yet, observe

ann
fferent - ahey €
They are of 1|‘reek grammi ey ‘“eﬂ‘:i
the rules O% = o). so long about © £
ofer to one 47 ould Bl e or i
re nder. n a it mean
liffere or i
C ferring rtant man, &
e a is n a t
S nglish.) This pend UHOY vy, DU
ong 0 ’
i? church does ! essionﬂlr foundation:
t:-?esthoo , nor <t alone as xl'lceh i ah-eudi
p hri u e
e pon 1st(i3 ¢ the c?%us a B
The fou di;ou tion 1S ne churchy
il
lﬂid- 8:1 2 2 tmns,
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Sunday School Q“aﬂﬂly 3 a
Lesson vy
oDt n
through his own church, the udlbuu%;;gil; .

“Unto him be glory in the church b7
away to be eternally with the Lord! Jesus throughout all ages, wor

CONCLUSION—The church (used here to

n l 2 t
end,” Ephesians 3:21. W 01 Id w lde S1
refer to the institution or to the local congre-

Great Commission
gation, according to con

built upon the foundation which He provided
in Jesus Christ, until the saints are caught

; he
: ding to t
Aim, - 1. missions accor
text) holds a central QUESTIONS n? Tﬁ? study of Article 16. 16. W°'ldhw;?e28:19,20). ‘
place in God's plan. He sent John the Bap- 1. How would you define “chuf}cwus? *hich Christ gave His church (Matthe Matthew 26:6°13- \
tist to prepare disciples for Jesus. Jesus 2. Who prepared a people for reach and Devotional: Love Impels, M3 e 1514, \
come and instituted the church, using pri. 3. Who authorized him to D 54:4-14; 1 Corinthian d il be |
marily those who had been won by John. baptize? ) il when? Lesson Text: Matthew 24: e shall be save e kingdom i rme ‘
The church was then commissioned to spread 4. Who instituted the glumen, ﬂrpef“m o T4 And Jor.gyq answered and said unto them, the :aAnd this gosP grld for 2 mtr;nc.
the Gospel through the entire world. 5. What is meant by “the pe : “¥e heed that no man desnine you. lached in ; v;hall the ".'d =
Through the personal supervision of Jesus, the church"?‘ w of Matthew lazl%? I o] or Many ghal) come in my name, saying, Plfle nations; and thsﬂ 2 . unto ¥OU the ‘
the church has never ceaseq to exist. It can- 6. Who is the “rock” o h in the WOrur, 6 Chrigt; and shall deceive many. : : thren, I edareu hich. als® 1
‘l}gtasgsg?cﬁtmft?sugg gtisf;? = e r:lame ; ghy ?id oo Elljlgrt::hChfl:lli;llllng that P T8 gee :'; shall hear of wars and rumciurlt.!1 of 1 M0f°°"}‘;r’1 b;:cac : on Y;e ’ tand; in |
A ocirines are evident. . How is your i the at . all these hic her , keep |
Baptist churches are today the descendants pose? — work hings ust CO;’;: :’: p‘;:: lgg:ﬂ::;d;mfgfis not yet. €08 helv:’ receiveds 3 :re ved, if unless Y€ !
Ofdtlhei e Testament church L 9 Haw tould you mghe yourie k kingd o Nation gha)] ri;e against nation, an 62 ;y which also ey;echcd unto yoU |
?xst sthnct privilege to be a member of a Bap- more effective? God this wee h“’ino againgt kingdom: and there shall be SEOTY hat 'I pri : b thar
ot God grant that each reader is 10, Homw il you serve G ivery ™ 30 pegei] ; hquakes, in O Crieved in VAT you first O yied fo
faithfully doing his best to bring to pass through your church? aer:\lplaces. SRy, 4nd. eartiq ha‘gepoc, 1 deliw:redd“‘;lo Chr!
' 1 th ceived, ros
9 €se are ¢ inni OwsS. also reé he scrip hat he
fic. Then Bl :h he beginning of sorr be af- which I ccording t0 t ied; t scripture
Of%d, and gy ey deliver you up to d our sins @ at he Was p th
o Saions ‘o1l you: and ye shall be hate 4 And 4 day e Readint
If the church aims to hit sin it should pull the trigger. 'hal? f,\“ d thEnorshI:ﬁ, G absak:;fmded and  again the Dailyh gl,bzi 1620 Q
et any be » tthe \
Wh e ™ M anodher, andahall bace o Mondar: Y 161420
en church servi i ins. A TuesdaL ™ Acs 1:5-
ervices are over, your service begins ; shalnz degediv:lany false prophets ehall rise, and e dnsﬁday' JOI;‘ 0:19-21
1 #: lnan o a)” 51 i |
. ercls oy, And ¥ Thurs tthew A7 i
Most churches are fu1] of well-fed saints who need spiritual ¥ Qvlesog mar?;c:}‘:sﬁ iniquity shall abound, the Ff‘da’é:y.M?(oman Lo
ut all wax cold. Saturday: !
to ma‘ke € that shall endure unto the end,
If we are going to fight for the liberty to worship, we ought jonians 27% 1
use of that liberty, 1L Thessd =
e . iy WOEPE
. some® For the mystery of iniquity doth alrea os have 1017
ol established His church. Any founded by men belong 10 estament D cation, T
€ . 202 in 3 g
1se “"E{ERODU 1o U the Many ‘;::;ﬁve er{:ior: “ngelils; “ den(;;’e
N—s¢ I— al 00’ ;! t
’ o nes- t;“"&"- I;‘/(n(] Preacy, the‘Go ye mtoe oy ed in m1§1ons mmoD purpo a e |
Jesus said, ”Keep My commandments " —_not to make new wh&t Wk 1g 115, oy inSDelll t;; evwl'g;ld "__ olenic‘;vtions nres for this mtiogn of 1
“ e t Qhallen " . nto a e ”’—_’ gan Z » It wa Bapﬂs lssionﬂry rea]-
\Wh a Qol’l gel 0 every creamre, » ina n ericnn e i being the
You can ne i by, 2t 8regation 1 «p the gospel, AT T 950. rches in i
ver b . Uy, - & ! “Preach the ¢ X orth in chu nari : i
uild a church oyt of stumbling blocks. Qhu? Qommzs&age! Yet, this is the responsi  rpanized . tion of : 0 Indllce:‘
Nches teq by the Lord Jesus to His ig or resence rlﬂsh ta R
The early church 3 by o vt ~ thed N hieg. Mexi o 1s1and$ e nn]dl
Prayed until they received power. ol o TT—— Sta = it a |

oy

Up thy
She S‘h (loesn issionary.evangelism. All the
Dx‘aya‘ltne&ess to be related to this ws}i} to re
h“"!e toy the teacheg, enlists, supports, 0C o a4, x pios churehes
i" thleomlnum OhVersion of the lost in her this W .
oy h:,manne,ty and aroung the world. Only

: [§
] 5tl1
O the pih Bhe fulfill the ministry “roday
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newed efforts in the Lord’s missionary com-
mand. The churches must prove that they
are “missionary” in practice. This means

own community, elsewhere in her state, in

countries. It means she prays, preaches, and
gives her money to support this type
sionary evangelism. It ig the
risy to boast a name of “
fail in the performance of
one can do somethi

grossest hypoc-
missionary” and
the task. Every-
ng to promote missions.

24:4-14

i The Bible 84ays a time of great distress
1S coming upon th

e world.
the Bible are expecting
fuse to believe it, but q

1ress. ¢ Christian to work
while it ig day, John 9:4.

1. TFalse religions, verses 5
cline of Biblical

unbelief regarding
bare the way for

With attendant
the Seript

i the introduction of false there is no political force in the
religions. Men will be increasingly gullible

ONE DAY -~

OTHER | x
~MATT 25: 50y

‘.".h«v/‘w

/4

and subject to such propaganda. In the 1

days (in which we are now I

will come many false prophets ”-)'lt Tl

she seeks to win the unsaved to Jesus in her and some even claiming to be Chl.IS .1)9

who have rejected the Rible will be

other states of her nation, and in foreign away. oK

One has only to read a book like Ja

of mis-  van Baalen’s, The Chaos of Cults, :

remarkable this prophecy has been i

today. Many people have started thf(; s
religious system and most of the

have grown very wealthy as ¢

“World Wide MiSSiODS (Are) Ul'gent,” "religion.” Thousands of I)COD]Q in the

EXPOSITION States of America are already led

the vain doctrines of “Christian” (?
L. COMING DISTRESS, Mattheyw

living) thert

Many others are being reached eﬂctb days
Jesus said it would come “in the las
and now it is being seen! 6-8.
2. International distress, verses n he
All who belieyve has drifted from God in an age \V]}l(\'«"
it. Unbelievers re- desperately needs God. Recent .mew
: eclare man will save ~ Scientific knowledge demands ren dis
his world by his own ability. The coming cation to God that the powers ood.
distress challenges the e may be controlled and used for £ Wi
year sees the relationship b‘et“'egn
5, 11. The de- becoming increasingly Compqute(t' re
Christi:mity, International distress is a mre({:‘orget
ures, will pre- religious apostasy. When men i

which can preserve peace. The 1"569 o
religions, with desertion of the t"“g The

“THE ONE SHALL A Goobaye FOREVER ? by many, will bring great dxstr(?:--f -
M crease of wars, rumors of wal '
L2 Destilences, earthquakes, and like C‘S
will limit the freedom to “-1tn059
world concerning the Gospel. _Th.(')n
churches must arise and do mlSSlo in
while there is opportunity. Days %
national ecrisis will seriously handici
sionary outreach.

3. Religious persecution,
secution of the people of God by >
of a false religion is nothing ne
warns, however, that in the lzl§tc
ligious persecution will grow: mn
afflictions and 1M
await many of God's faithful " o mer
Ilven within the Christian flock St?eil' preth
bers will turn away and betray the
'en into the hands of pm'secutors.l -

Persecution has never stm.nr)(?(vi
truth. Tt hinders freedom in ‘ss
closes doors of nations against mls
brohibits freedom of assembly, stop

bresses from )
T Prisons or kills the witnesses. It 18

severe. Hatred,
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o ut the Gospel for though witnesses
N, the Worg of God is not bound.
Brere LeOPle are challenged today to enter
the o UBtrY open to missionaries and get

dl‘lveﬂt P‘ﬂnted. Then, if persecution
f the o Missionaries away, the influence
4 e GOSDQI v J

- Greqt Vill continue to work.
'ﬂeﬂ(‘e 0 apostasy, verses 12-13. The prev-
Wsition UnNspiritug) religion, the open oOp-
the Veng ¢ truth of God's word, and
ey :g;lnce Meted out upon Christian wit-
The Drey § cause some to forsake the faith.
the Clo lence of iniquity (sometimes under
Sy 0 : "eligion) will cause the love of
Ding sugm“’ Cold. This will result in les-
8y %ﬁ?}?rt of the church. Consequently,
foer ro Will lag angq mission work will
hurqh% hm lack ofp support. The Lord's
Thls is aq hetter ])e busy todny! )
pilds hotns Challenge to “strike while

hapa 48y op o A0d major on missions now.
o 4 op fap al}mg away may be near at
Sl u g ¢ do not know. It is
Mak st (1-18. o know God has given this
tay € the Y When i

tnessing is possible.

kng DuPCh:T o of ity The business man who
Ing i wnal Sreatly needed article today,
e ourot De available later, makes
5t ¢, How " if he must borrow money
e erSm“ more zealous and alert
('“ti()n‘vm‘ld-w (Deop}e be regarding missions.
ol Wosty € Witness, verse 14. Perse-
0%& Stop ¢ °F any other sort of trouble
Dre AN (e OOVard progress of thic
lng, " “Acheq in > 80Spel of the kingdom shall
ione ! the world for a witness
sny, Yerse 1,53 and then shall the end
Wing The «o* All the worlq will hear the
\\-Qnd t t,he ;}ates of hel)” shall not prevail
tha S\I"t‘ul to wlurch' Matthew 16:18. How
€ arg o = °day with the assurance
Worqyi DTt Of the witness which
h efore the end comes.
2% given us the opportunity
Ug n 8 falt;]'; his blessed task. Thank
Thank Yoq L Missionaries who are

th Q"sin ort the a f?" all his faithful saints
tqe (X()Sn' anq tl“n' Thank God for radio,
oy, Hig el i Sbrey Printed page by which
n, assuranc ad. Thank God especially
¢ that this work is not in

I o OR7p N
1 Orint1s VT M
1v1nl"th‘ah 15:1i3§1§AGE,

"ealed, verge 1. In response

. evela g
to man's need, God g2ve nflc-;rth truths which

i ts
i elation seis e
b tThbli ;ﬁ;red with ot;u;rs. T!
0 ¢] .
g]eristian bears gog;escom 0 Go
10d, and brings in i

{ £ ivine
is not the invention On except 0¥ dl\;his
It is known by me ccord of
have been The Bible i8 the T

revelation.

is Boo
jon and rein. Th d
revelation '1_- ntained the 1l the g00
is now in our until the 12 eat JO¥
Lews over and over
nev

h o
.. wgood tidings O e
: it is A e God's £
e :1?;11 be to all peop‘ls e e
b intrusted to menh.'l e
y begl::l vessels. Oh, sh? g’
in earthe : e
:»-ith sonleonev;gg;yé' “'ge'l o 0 :
aving, se 2. Got
.2:T S;; Christ 18 the power i
Oflv:fion to everyone l
Tq'lﬁh. No uthor'lg'o iy b

: Acts 41~ iv
salvation, e ed has recet? essage

-opr been Sav
eV ving the truth ' needs 0
believing y by sin 41 e
latians 3 :|ffecte‘lle3cl the Lord
Seory mMé e ; 1 5
Jvery message: ,\F t i and pOO g
hear this Jow and high, e, Galatians =t
ceives the Bl and wh ;e nati " No
and bad, ] is taken to e " por
tis GoSp:me that it 1° %0 uncu to be
the assur 5 packwa the eness of
people ﬂr:i,o (lvanced _forg! th God
are an;'wel_ to a ﬂsnl yeace
the an munio rial
N da com h, bu
Sins igh Jesus COFISE e genth Byt
throug - verses 2 is the ver sacfi'
3. Sacrificé \ of 3 S ough t 518
nd resurrectio! i Thod erto i
a el 0 -
of the e(r}loipe brougr ;ntly ! mﬂlto be P"é’l
fice, M acher s ol
A certain Prei, Bnp;lsts tanding e
congregati i['lC!‘eﬂse th 1o talk he who
ular ﬂ“d] they U ” ‘s, leavﬂfl
seneration plood ©f » (ﬂm‘;&g'us) ha
about the 10 sdtess 895 i of pave %
reaches jtutiondl¥ © ., - 1f we plood ©
out the SUDSt;n' atthrough the ot £rom
t truth Ot
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gfam‘;)tlon at all = pe O:eugood n:u‘gilenly
. 1 0 <
Jesus I‘Jphlesl it is rlstmm?;gion' Pala]:
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the I(;,ospe‘e this ingleS; : Jes;lscan
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. this and eaching:
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1II. SIN’S DESTRUCTION

It has been estimated that only one out
of every four people who die in the world
has ever heard the gospel! Yet all men are
in sin and doomed to hell until they believe
upon the Lord Jesus Christ. How busy God's
people must be in spreading the good tidings!

1. Sin blinds, II Corinthians 4:34. Un-
saved people are blind to understanding the
seriousness of their plight and the offer of
Jesus. Satan has blinded them, This makes it
the more urgent that someone who knows
Jesus should witness to the lost. If a man
blind physically is loo

ked upon with patience,
sympathy, and a willip

gness to help, how
much more should those blind spiritually be
aided by those who see.

2. Sin bings, Romans 6:16, The sinner is

a bondslave to sin, though he may consider
himself f:

ger of being overcome by sin
and being condemned, Johp 5:24, “If the
Son therefore

shall make You free
be free indeed,” John 8:386.

3. Sin condemns, Johp 3:18-19. The man
who has not trusted Jesug as Saviour is
dea('l in trespasseg and sins, The guilt of sin
resting upon hig soul has cut him off from
fellowship with God ang left him with a
guilt which deserveg God’s judgment. Such
4 man ig “condemneq already, because he
has not belleved in the name of the only
begotten Sop of God.” H

, Ye shall

hearing and hearing
mans 10:13-15q, 17,

ht both

4. Sin kills, Romans 5 :12. Sii“ ::)rotl;li Worl.d
physical and spiritual death 'Fhe <inner 18
of mankind, Genesis 8 :3-4. . Not because
“dead in trespasses and sins. \;se he 1S nn'
he is a wicked sinner, but beci‘q renewed by
unbelieving sinner. Unless one 1~1 fetime here
the Second Birth during his nere will be ™’
there is no hope for his soul. {E Luke 16 :2 -
transfer of destiny in etern lyt'he jud gmeﬂt'
As death finds a man, so shal 1 all oternity-
as judgment finds him, so Bhﬂist he is ©
If any man dies without sz'md' e
demned to eternal sufferh}g v cht
from God. What a missmglﬂ A
Who will arise to it today?

IV. CHRIST’S COMMISSION,
Matthew 28:19-20. ot

W
1. World-wide in s‘C&I))e') :’h::,?rifore,w’:l e
Jesus’ words thus, e excluc®
t]::culf a:;onaﬁons." None are t(?ori)lillssioﬂ .
because of nationality. The “Mar >
made even more personal iD d prench ch
“Go ye into all the “'Ol;‘d" an includes eine
gospel to every creature. 'l!“f ot ol
person in the world and points to individ
Christian witness is to be given ade
men and women so as to pels‘zvlth culty
Jesus. It may be easier to deﬂlof nving: V0
people with high standards th
the Commission includes more half-dr ‘tk’l “
We are as responsible for the oy FOF
savage in the jungles as we r‘home or
well-dressed business man in Ouf clothes [use
God does not look at the kind Of one’s lmthe
the type of food nor tbe style Oks apo? L0
in matters of salvation. He 100 s whet?
heart. An unsaved man needs J‘ﬁ‘here o
he lives in America or Africa. mmlssioﬂ o
difference here. Jesus has co};e the ‘:15
(commanded!) His churches to té’h Missio
pel to every man upon the earth o
are urgent! .8.

2, Sgstematic in operation, Ac::;_k whic:;
practical is the plan of mission a3, usf};ss
the Lord gave, In substance, it ;te, tﬂon
in your home town, cover your S ontin? !
in the neighboring state, ang ri‘ms s f; e
throughout the whole world. It i g
method the early Christians USed" ‘ chs
method commonly used today. Omwciatioﬂ !
do mission work through local as atiogt'
state associations, and a national as$ papt!
(This latter is the North Am‘f‘f‘c“tlt’,e Rock:
Asgociation, 7168 Main Street, I

A~
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dget. What pereent 9
church budget.

hing
. your teac

o to missions? Study ¥

actually &

Hlarg &) The dedicated church seeks to
thg_.{;u fach phage of the work. She can

ch do the peopk;;;;‘::?
lry tl;] her area, in her home state, and p;‘;i‘;mf{m ggyli::ll;_ogiig:tg ” ig, HI::‘?' l;l[l:tcll\l
?‘?‘ e e natelgnal association she cz;;lr;;tn [étudy your 00111{1:(1)1‘1:11:1)0“ the \vol;lkrofil‘n‘ﬁd the
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Adult 9
Lesson IX 4

Hegq
ulg of the church,

%t ordin is the only One who
. A thurep, ances for her observance,
The Church Ordinances e

Ordinance may be defined as a

inistered %"‘ﬂtg:i t?mm""y Which the Lord Jesus
Aim: The study of Articles 12, 21, 13, 12, Water baptism (immersion) to be _admgﬁiﬁcs‘ ;;& Perpetya) wdnnm§tered in His chl.ll'(‘h(‘S
to believers only and by divine authority as given to Missionary Baptist C‘t fa is Saving Memoria] b lsiils 2ica) of
2. We believe that baptism to be valid must be administered by the authqré %hurc g S8erifice on pehalf of mankind
true scriptural Missionary Baptist church, and we believe that a so-called Bapt}:s Sits Doy L0l attendyr e i

which knowingly receives alien immersion is not a scriptural Baptist church, e ad- ot S the e r ption. :
ordinances are not valid, 13. The Lord's Supper as a church ordinance is to anq% g Ull(l.l, o l'eSUl‘l‘(}Ctl(.)ll
ministered to baptized believers only and in scriptural church capacity. Lo;,l»r regri” thie: bellgvar's Lt
' $ ® Dew life in Christ. The

' 24 ag o Sup
Devotional: Doeth Them, Matthew 7:24-29. e’i{llnshed lﬁerdmctures the crucified body
Lesson Text: Matthew 3:1-8, 13-17; I Corinthians 11:23-26. at "evef ang dl'inl(\)if the Lord ang also, by
: e X
1 In those days came John the Bap'-tist, 16 And Je'-sus, when he was baptlzed, w! E& fin ng,
preaching in the

wilderness of Ju-dae'-a,

shows that the be-
- lo, ('.h lo th‘ltua
X up straightway out of the water: and, keeb Ca] 1
2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom

Sustenance in Him.

. e 8% t Urch jg . . -

£ K ; heavens were opened unto him, anjo}/le, and D“l])o;;? °Nllnance lsllllisp?nsm!e. to (;0(1. to

ot feaven is at hand. the Spirit of God descending like a Dl ang deg heir original purity,
3 For this is he that was spoken of by the lighting upon him: . This athqu to Wag), B0, Jegug commanded the

prophet E-gai-as, saying, The voice of one 17 And lo a voice from heaven, s3ying 0

crying in the wilde

rness, Prepare ye the way of

eased l“ln rd n One anott er’ d 5 this
T w l ’ ll“ i ﬂnce? v 1 S feet Is 118
a Paths st 1 i n, i hom I am ell P KQQ N

the LO d, m ke hls ; ] 18 my be]oved SO , 1IN W ol

Y ang B Tt 16 vt of
xXpressive o
4 A + *x % & * Lord that Thice, loye, but not of ttic Tiordls
el ndh the same John had his raiment of 23 For I have received of the 5 the Lord tant. 'l\?lrdi“ﬂnceS
loine' : dal}l;: ind 2 Jeathern girdle about his  which also I delivered unto you, Tha betray® sa"Xlg &Y arq n °f the churey are impor-
Ss,’l‘;r:an v:rse ntleat :V as k;,c'usrs] and wild honey.  Je'sus the same night in which he was i il'ace Sdcraments which confer
| Went out to him erusa-lem, and  took bread: prake byge 0 Qa S help save the soul,
ﬂr’:‘c;la’gae # and all the region round about 24 And when he had given thanks, i which It @t  “athoy e
6 And were by

! A Salygg; o> bold.
: it, and said, Take, eat: this is my bodY vati
ptized of him ip Jor'-dan,

i remembrance © haf’tlsitmDOSSible on, byt ey Ha moL S
confessing their sins, is broken for you: this do in re Q

oh g hey are important.
me | the Dligy L.hu"Qh th lave embership in a
Z But,when he saw many of the Phari-sees 2'5 After the same manner also he Foocup is Urcy @InOUt bzlptism_ Yet some
E’r’lto St?;‘d 'du'g)ees come to his baptism, he said  cup, when he had supped, saying, .Théi ve, INR ers have pot observed
warned e;;,u to ggneratxon of vipers, who hath  the new testament in my blood: thlsof e -MBRANCE OF Him
8 Bring forth there, ¢ VEath to come? oft as ye drink 1, m remembralie ' d, 0 :
pentince: therefore fruits meet for re- 26 For as often as ye eat th‘SL rd's cath
. L drink this cup, ye do shew the Lo
till he come.
]oi?d;;hflxr:tocc}meth Je'sus from Gal'i-lee to

Daily Bible Readings
ohn, :
4 But John § M to be baptized of

Gy : him. Monday: Matthew 28:18-20
to be baptized of ha M, saying, I have need Tuesday:  Acts 2:37-41

S AL ]e'—sg thee, and comest thou to me? Wednesday: Acts 16:25-34
it & - S answering said unto him, Suf.

Thursday: Matthew 26:26-30
Friday: I Corinthians 11:27-30 i
Saturday: 1 Corinthians 11:31-3

fulfil o) rightenow: for thus it beco

meth us to
ousness. Then he gy

ffered him.

&2, For I determ;
crucified, T yaed o

Xlnthla . £ among you, save jesus hrl e
I C t to know any thln C st. an
ns 2:2 ] J

UCTION_ ; ma?

Subject, g Cholll 1T0day S study is on the been ordained (instituted with the con the
lieve therg are occtl, Ordinances, that they be repeatedly observed J
o A0d  the Lord':rCh ordinances: Bap.  1opq Jesus. They are “church” O™ " gy
ordinanceg” iy, thit theilxl-pp?' They are i that they are set in the church 29¢ “ipe s = e |
observance has g administered only to a church- A, 3”5%%2%} \g
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the Lord's Supper oue
church. This is 'a“t
one be fully obedfe b e
to obey the Lord’s o A el
r(i)luqls. of baptism and

e brance of Him?
- EXPOSITION e
3:1-8, lo-dfs
ISM, Matthew "
I. BAPT e oo

1. The confession
The first great pre -
the Christian lineng‘ﬁ1 \about D,
s nppem‘. ‘ho denounced
a fearless prenchexce“of el
(lel‘n 11:.(11;3\‘(1 l:ill)ﬁgm?:ilngdom of heaven
S0l s,

i wm()}X ?ies]:e‘;&rlointed One) was
st | jah (Christ, <
that the Messla

. repent Y ir re
about to npplc;:_llln l,?:ﬁ\ coxlfcs§e(gl the
repare for BN ST bmittin ¢
1)IGDHIC: (uud faith b.b Sub.lr the hands ©
pentance & ;mmersion) af =
baptism 3 i i e chan
; aptist. <O sincer
John tlhe dl:dunot manifest & ¢ thelr
; who :
:il:]]} o e purpose of
1'epent:m.ce. i P e a1
So it is aS:C:: confession of rePe tia
baptism W

faith. It is still sl(;.e :
to salvation becmt e o 11
a transaction beu 2 ol C et 10
and God whiech 1S ¢ - i
anc Baptist paptized t e e e
tl'le {) trusted in & Sa I rire

Lo a,n( churches today nof o st i
L'OFd sf those who repentd o me. T etes ;
- Savt ho has already y invalldﬂ

a Saviour W 0 S ther . arpos 7
baptism for timent o e ..

jzer in
and baptizel

s John the Baptist.
3 0g. He Was
sin ﬂﬂd

ism, VerseS Vine
as New Test in baptismh V5 iy the
2. The imltiltiggﬂz.;lled its zenith om Gali-

g ministry 1S Gult
John’s of Jesus. Jesus jo S o b“f’tsixty
baptism here John the Bnpr joigelor
%ee ttI?eWRiver Jordan, &
n

ism & ge O
miles. He deSh'edegugzcsnuse of a Sev

Upo
orthiness. Him. i
:3;‘17 John baP“z‘f the Holy mg pather
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heavens weremf[’f as & _doye,ntlx’_ peloved SO
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ke from hea e e
?xll)owlmm I am well P n give
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Many suggestions t htized, ICH age of
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the Messiah, (2) to give the Father op-
portunity to confess Him before men, (3) to
set an example for His disciples, and (4)
to demonstrate His coming sacrifice and
victory in death, burial, and resurrection.
Jesug’ only explanation was “Thus it be-
cometh us to fulfill all righteousness,” i.e.,
“It is the thing which should be done.”

In many ways the Christian cannot imi-
tate Jesus. His wisdom, power, compassion,
and other attributes are far above our own.
But there is one matter in which we can
do exactly what Jesus di(; We can be bap-
tized just as He was. He who has received
the kind of New Testament baptism which is
described below has been baptized just like
Jesus was!

3. The prerequisites of baptism. Baptists
hold there are four things necessary for

baptism to be according to the seriptural
pattern.

(1) Candidate: The person baptized must
be one who has repented of his sins and
penmtanc J&liu(s1 z;.sl his own Saviour. By re-

e an aith, such a one is
John 5:24. Read Matthew 3:5.9 'andsazztd’s
8:36-38 to observe that one who has not re-
pented and trusted Jesus is not a proper
subject for Christian baptism. To baptize
an-unsaved person is of no advantage what-
ever- to his spiritual state and may serve
a8 a handicap to hig trusting the Lord
later. The proper candidate for baptism is
one who is already saved by repentance
toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus

) (2) Purpose: The only valid purpose in
aptism is the confession of faith in Jesus
a8 a personal Saviour,

If baptism is -
formed for any other - purpose, -it ig pr?ot

any other purpose ig not to be
accepted as
valid by the Lord’s churches, Since gaptism
on’of fdith, by showing the

». Once, backwards, in

t'.)l;e nt:;ne of the Father, and of the Son, and

s “Holy Spirit. Valg baptism is b
mersion: only. Rituals of pouring or sprhii

—

kling water on one is not New Testament
baptism. Baptism is a “going down lntt:
the water,” a burial, and a ‘“coming up Og
of the water,” Acts 8:38-39 cp. Roman$ e
4-5. Moreover, the Greek word which &
translated “baptize” means “to plungé 0
dip, to immerse” and could never med
sprinkling or pouring.

4) Au%hority: Only a true New Tesmmeint
church has the authority to administer SCl'al;
tural baptism. The authority to baptize W 5
not given to individual Christians northe
ordained ministers. Listen carefully to ob-
ordination ceremony of a minister and o
serve that no “authority to baptize” IS cthe
ferred in the process of ordination. Only i
local church has authority here. Not i::t o
denominations can authorize the admin i
tion of the ordinance of baptism. Only § this
tural doctrinal position can remove e
authority from the local church. She reﬁ;
it from her Head, the Lord Jesus Cbr aing

Baptists hold a unique position resar Tied
baptism, We reject all forms of SM‘;uer
baptisms performed in the wrong D2 o
regarding candidate, purpose, mode, °F

tural (known as “alien” baptism)
her right to be considered a true
Because of our unique position on
Baptists insist on performing the tuawith
scriptural baptism upon those united By
the church from other denominations- . o
such demands, we stay true to the New ped
tament and protect the purity of the this
trine. We must never grow 18X In
matter.

II. THE LORD’S SUPPER,
I Corinthians 11:23-26.

to
As baptism uses the element of ‘va-le:;nce
picture its meaning, so this second ordi?
uses the elements of unleavened bread eal”
“the fruit of the vine” to picture its mued?
ing. What should this ordinance be Cf o
Some have called it “The Sacrament, Bible
Bucharist,” and “The Communion.” The ther
calls it “The Lord's Supper” and 1o olans
name should be given to it, I Corinth
11:20. of
1. Institution. The original institution w
the Lord’s Supper is recorded in M2 an
26:26-20, Mark 14:22.25, Luke 22:17-20: %/~
I Corinthiang 11:23-26, Bach account PI&LP %
States that it was instituted by the

bapﬂsmy

45

Sunday School Quarterly

is-
{on between Chr

e of commun 1l Christians to
with them. Bap-

per is a tim

e "o had just observed the PRSSOUCC tians. Hence, they invite 8

Deal with His disciples. With the remains

" e ucOmmuniOIl" e
* breaq ang wine left from that solemn ob- Qarmkelffvtéhthe communion is betweenmtha
®vance, He gave this symbolic picture of LISt betie Lord and that this

v nd the
'$ death—a crucified body and shed blood.  believer ©

Ince the Supper is of no human institu-
% It is an important part of the ministry
o the church. 1t is as important that this
Minance pe ohserved as it is essential that
woptsm be administered. The church which
Blects administration of the Lord’s Sur-

IS a3 much in error as a church which

t declare any Cr e
?Svir?i)ng them to partake in the Suppe

r
deed, if they wish to partakeBl;l g:é (!Sl:]lﬁ'p(; :
wlth'Baptlsts, let them join & ndppnrtake o
receive scriptural baptism, &

, ordinance.
each observance or;ht:eLord'S Supper should

ulgrity. church.

g?lilects baptism. The Lord Instituted TS be4.()b§:ei%eda regularly byc‘zgf:mlo;ﬁe for its

ehm[.):; sﬁlgm((!;)mgmn(;edl it: r:;)sggzaz% The Bible does n9o uiet :hurches mhoria it
obey in he .

observance. varl
weekly, monthly,

chu e
czgs:;r:glyita put that is rare. Possibly
observ 5

chul (:.hes [0} \4 hip Obser ve the SUD =
f our fello\ S .
per once each quﬂrter—‘four tlmeS a yeaI

mbers the OP. A2
vase gi'::vgfml\r]l;lly at the very least and
serv

Symbolism, When Jesus said, “This is my
blood o the new testament” and “This 18
o body . " » (Matthew 26:26-28), He i
breaklng figuratively, He did not mean t Gé
thea(1 Was His actual flesh and the fruit 0
symp. Was His pure blood, but that they
erflbollzed such. Roman Catholics serlous’y

commonplace
ot there In holding to a literal interP"etatlosI; Sot permit the ordinance t0 be
the €Se words. They believe that in the ma

s unwise to
time. It is ul
serves it each n or not,
Just briest is able to crucify Jesus ant;‘:lv Lﬂf;;n? one for observing it ofte

bs
as H ified on the cro the spirit of the © that the
M e was cruc e since the should see
O?OV&P, they hold such repeated S“criﬁfn mary thing. Each cm;zgxtled in her services.

is not neg : e
Orglnﬂli‘z?ticipnnts. Baptists are acc

\ ts” re-
ing “uparrow” or “close-com’lx‘lllltil:i(l):i;ecause
P the Lord’s Supper. S g
gard(;ngmt invite all denominations
we do

close
. Actually, we are
us in the °b§§;f:z]§? We believe that bap-

eSus ig ne to their salvation.
&:!Qt' they actu?tel?;ml;illeve the real sacni‘lﬂtcle_
tutJ%\ls was in the upper room, at the 2:“
lon of the Supper, and not on the crothls
Hep oourse, the Bible strictly denies .
Crews 10:10-14. £ a bit
of p. the Lord’s Supper we partake of ° o ¢

jmbl'ead and drink a bit of wine Orh;rch)
th ¢ (according to the custom of the ¢ b
°reby remembering the crucified bOde e

o blood of the Lord. The blessing ©

rson
Therefore, the pe
without seriptural bap!

is not quﬂlified to come to the LOId Supper-
8 P

not cOUﬂted serip-

- is
Mdinance ig in the heart of mm.‘ﬂiﬁ ﬁ?e Those whose ?él&ifdmto participate
e;""’es and not in any inherent mer it mbols, tural aré 2 pout those With scripturztl;
nements used. The elements are SY But what *T;d a church invite Baptists
Othing more. paptism? Shou to participate?

ngregations

. of :
3. Memorlal, verse 24d. The observance from other €0 here. Actually

one for question 1
tle Supper i proper only when e orai.  There 18 Fs responsible for thewgdgég-
nn remembrance of the Saviout o cens each f-‘hu"f the ordinance for hle:]r c())ffer e
tl?nee fails in its purpose unleis ;:1 qremem- strationn‘:ce the church tszl(;) uher discipline,
bre ooy e pm.ﬂdpmtlﬂm to greater IS. nce to those subjec pservance to her

Ance of Calvary and leads o Lord. ordina 1d confine the © hureh should
®dication to the crucified and rise or she ShOUC T o ver, If & chure 23
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- visiting i
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i Adult

served by the Lord’s churches “till He come,”
verse 26. The ordinances are still valid. They
should be observed without ceasing. So long
as there are true churches in the world—
which will be until Jesus returns—the ordi-
nances must be observed and administered.
Both of the ordinances are a vivid witness
to men—saved and unsaved. They speak of
the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, of His
victory in resurrection, of redemption
through faith in Him, of the hope of resur-
rection, and of the sure fact of Hig second
coming. This witness needs to be given over
and over again. The Lord’s churches must
not fail to declare the message of redemption
by ordinance as well as by sermon. When it
is enough, the Lord will come and call His
children home,

7. Administration. The elements used in
the Supper are bread and wine (or grape
juice). The communicants are to partake of
both elements. The ordinance is to he ob-
served by the assembled congregation of the
church, Acts 20:7; I Corinthians 11:18, 20,
23, 33-34. It is not to be taken to the sick nor
observed privately. The church, as a body, is
responsible for seeing that the ordinance is
properly administered, I Corinthiang 11:2,
23. A church member may exclude himself
from privileges of participation in the Sup-
per by immoral conduct, I Corinthiang 5:1-
13; disobedience to the commands of Christ,
I Corinthiang 14:37; 11 Thessalonians 3:6,
115 15; heresy, Titug 3:10; Acts 20 :30; or
schism, Romang 12:17. The ordinance can

be observed only by the authorization of g
local church,

8. Open communio;

n. We ob ect to
communion” 3 —

lish Baptists ¢ Bs ]
‘t;or “clqse communion” though t';llZetxi'Stli){zyL%];
oren” in practice, (2) assum&s an un-
scriptural inequality between the ordinanceg
Open communion treats baptigm as ches
Wwas optional anq the . i

s A % rd’s S i
It was indispensab]e, 3) 1t te“dsu%)zi) 2fva‘vf

“1¢ the Highes:

with baptism ay) together,

be
its
rdi-

privilege of church memberspip 1nm‘;\s
enjoyed without baptism, baptisi 105 5
place and importance as the nntn‘utm}” (
nance of the church.’—A. H. N"‘.)[.l?')lino.
It tends to do away with church .(llsi;l,{q 116
By inviting all to come the church o i
authority to refuse one who is -deﬂdlogtl'ille
worthy, (5) Whatever error In el mem-
makes one ineligible for Baptist ?lxulcfor i
bership also makes him ineligible htiment
Supper. (6) It is based on a false S€ e the
that the Supper is a "commun{0n preaks
saints” and that close commm.noanptistS
the bond of brotherhood in Christ. e Of
have good reasons for their msxstedinance
each local church observing the OrlOI‘le-
for the good of her own members & aptism
CONCLUSION—The ordinances,bliga ;
and the Lord’s Supper, are sacred 0 -
upon the churches. The faithful Chutly.
observe them regularly and reveren 48
ordinances have no contribution to tr;,]e Lor
one’s salvation, but speak rather of
Jesus who takes away men’s sins. )
have been entrusted to the chm'ch: w
have an increasing respect to our ho!
church which Jesus Christ has S"t I
“Now I praise you, brethren, thgd them 10
keep the ordinances, as I deliver
you,” T Corinthians 11 :2.

QUESTIONS

What is a “church ordinance

nored-

9

5 qinances’
2. What are the two church 01(1‘":n ugrdl
3. What is the difference bet"vzeen ¢ '
nance” and a “sacrament’? v for valid
4. What four things are necessary
baptism? v ition O
5. In what sense is the Baptist posit
baptism unique? < By second
6. What is the proper name for
ordinance?

nd-
1irrot
7. What were the circumstances St

ing its institution? il
8. How is the Supper a memoria
Symbol? N
9. Who authorizes the administ! .
the Supper? or
10. How Cfr))'lrl)led the ordinaices be made
meaningful in your church?

and &

tion of
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Church Cooperation

i 1 churche
im: The study of Articles 18, 19, 20. 18. That all scriptura

ir ri ivileges in tf ¢
Reipaal e e e B cf“thcirg committees are

scriptural associational assemblies an

i communion,
20. That we brand as unscnptu;al opn‘:gdcrnism,
With heretical ministers, unionism,

dictatorship, and all kindred evils arising
Devotional:
Lesson Text: II Corinthians

1 MOI’EO\'BI‘, brethren, we do you to wit 0?
Mo Srice of God bestowed on the churches 0
}\'{ac'e'dO"ni—a; B
oW that in a great trial of affliction tte
ance of their joy and their deep poverty
ded unto the riches of their liberality- 5
Of to their power, I bear record, yea, an

e their power they were willing of them-
selves;

4 Pry
Wo 1

fellg

abund
a oun

ying us with much intreaty that t\;}/Z
d receive the gift, and take upon US
Wehip of the ministering to the saints.

& * * * * ’
anés For I mean not that other men be eased
¥¢ burdened:

is time
u Bue by an equality, that now at this ti
yollr ab

or
at their abundance also may be a supply

% Want: that there may be equality:
1 it is written, H‘Z thae had hg‘;‘;hgift‘:{

:‘“Ch had nothing over; and he that ha
red ligle had no lack. ; ut the
ut thanks be to God, which "ptus for

Youc earnest care into the heart of Ti"

. tion;
by » For indeed he accepted the S
Mt being more forward, of his own 2
0t unto you, ther,
And we have sent with him t}:f 1'?;3': al
$.9%¢ Draise is in the gospel throug
® churches;

i et
But this I say, He whx;l:h res:;v h
SOL:Veth bountifully sha

(o
s

is strength l::
umbers whe1
e same goal
es can accom-

INTRODUGTION — There !
Wity There is strength in t]h
AU concerned work toward i

erefore a group of chure

ir want, -
undance may be a supply for their W

s should cvgcr ’Ilgﬁa:\c;ﬁ
i ity. 19.

1 their assocm:c;ivac;ga%fy o chp{ch'(c);.

lien i;:aptism. pulpit affiliati

a 3

llC‘ChUlC
odcrn conv entionism, o
m

from these practices.

t :12-16.
Unity of the Faith, Ephesians 4:1 -
8:1-4, 13-19 23.24; Romans 16:17-18.

also
but who was =
ot that only, Ml
= Amfi t;:c churches t'o'travedl l\)v; s
Chf)scn 0* which is administere I T
d;ls gra?‘thc came Lord, and
glory © ko
vour ready mlnd. X 5 s e Sl
23 Whether any do enquire c%fncelminé 2
“ r and fe]lowhc!pcr A o
in (R o thren be enquired od, B i
pe OUng:: of the churches, an
messen 8
E > hem,
Chor::tWhercfore shew ye ?oy:)ur A
the- churches, the proof o

i ,our behalf.
our boasting gn }gl behat

before
e and of

. em
h you, brethren, mark th 2
f ci offences contrary =
and avol

17 Now I bescec
which cause dilvfsionse :1}r:a"'e g
ine which Yy
the doctrin

ur Lord
them. they that are such serve. r;zt; oby good
18 Fg];uist but their own I:J?lly,thc YR
J<:,‘SduS and fz’u'r speeches deceive
words

the simple. .
Daily Bible chaciu;gs
. 1I Corinthi.ans :1-
Mon((liay: II Corinthians 9:6'1154'8
Tueds ::’d.ay: II Corinthians 11:
%eurr;day: Act; 134:1'5
1.y Acts 13:17
IS::\lti?c’i.zw: Acts 15:22-27

hich
reap also sparingly; and he W

» s%adngilzxﬁ;‘?ull Corinthians 9:6.
o boun

vO-
n m tion, beneé
ore jssions, educa :
lb. cal lonsl and other fleldsi of en
tllllnt W(;lll be possible f each
a

lence, pu 1
ked a his reason, oca
lone. For t 1

— m—
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churches have voluni
tarily joined in ;
11;‘1;% l;f::ts with sister churches to p(fc())lo ptgte?z:
organizatizrl:dogxctﬁnd ltlhelr outreach, Such an
urches is th
; . e North -
;zla_linChB:;spt(l;;] Association, organized inAlrggg
e B posed of conservative, missio ;
s eelx)n tcigurclms. ’ "
en the basi
i is for suc i
zta ;!1.1 eerln?en(:thur(:h relationships, the;cke1 xi?xss%m&
o conat.:lei:ning doctrines and methods
s Avl:] s together, except they bé
tmagreedth' representati?):& Understanding this
i e ;w of churches composing
il “Docfri [lensthptist Association
e atement” i
memgzr:vigftiotrllls. For a church to el;:é)cxgens]semg
e is Association, she must &\_ﬂ
gl hi;eetxlxllent_ with these doctrines-
o it oht e right to join in associ ;
ot DS who hold heretical i s
Throneous practices. % Hostoey
e, r:” term “cooperation” su
i .co Church cooperation e
ngregations joini
g‘ne doing his share, to xr'le?a(t:3
tt?an cooperate in an
merely belongi
contribute to the re
of the Association.
a church which co

“joint
Suggests several
1f]JE‘orts, with each
a a desired goa
Association means gorlé
axi_g. It means to actually
;zatlon of the objectlve.s
l;t’r_cooperatiug church ié
ibutes money, prayexi

Tl
) HROUGH THE MIST OF CONFUSION

B e
c : e
ooperative effortg churchs :

show "
proat of your love for eyt

fgunsel, personnel, and other things needed
Coé)romote the work. This lesson on “Church
thatl)?:atlon is presented with the desire
Ll may enlist greater aid of the church-

our Associational ministry at home
and in foreign fields.

EXPOSITION

I BLESSINGS IN COOPERATION:
IT Corinthians 8:1-4.

bril[; ‘Fa‘thﬁ” cooperation among churches
Sor sgslnew ex{’)r%sions of the grace of God,
ol Today’s lesson text refers to a €00
terpr'n of early churches in a benevolent en-
Pl Drought and famine had struck
Asla \r;e. Word came to the churches i'ﬂ
iy he acedonia, and Achaia. Under Paul’s
P dership, they resolved to make UD an oI
ering and send it to Jerusalem to relieve
th?l‘ distress of the saints.
" Ihe churches of Macedonia responded in
ch a way to this appeal that Paul called
?tte‘ntmn to the grace of God manifested
i:l’wt‘;l'd them. From their deep poverty &b
i e l?lldst of a great trial of affliction:
I ly gave a most liberal offering. So liberal
ta( been their offering that Paul WS hesl-
fm.lt to receive it all, verses 3-4. Their €~
0‘.“’ and sacrificial giving were the 0P~
portunity for God to express His grace (un-
merited favour) toward them by speci®
k();esslngs_. God's “grace” toward them was
g ;'iﬁin‘zml.ﬂgness to give sacrificiallys
o At gness to help others in spite 0 4
4 istress, (3) a deep joy in the Spirits
mnontnd commendation from heaven and
o men for their manifest Christian spir-
D .
bri—l.]gsFi:uthful. cooperation among ch
i— ncreasing joy in Christ, verse 2.
(l'L iren  in Macedonia experienced “abul”
illx(]g? of joy” as they cooperated with thelr
]G;len churches in this benevolent ministry:
e pnder adverse outward conditions
,I‘.;Sit}““ brethren rejoiced in the Lord:
0 e Joy is still experienced. Have you &
- 3( an Asso_cmtlonal meeting, or read oné
your 1‘13 »d.enomfn.a“o"‘“ papers, and found
work ;Ldlt rejoicing because of the great
voii \ré.ﬂr‘le by cooperation of churches? Hav¢
ileightsjmc?d as mission offerings reach D€V
Ginded, (‘)“ as publication ministries are €
or f;chl as new schools are organized and
thing of 0ols strengthened? This is SO®
& the joy the Macedopian prethreP

their

urches
e

t_

49

Sunday School Quarterly

knew peq
thurches,

By
istl‘lezry“fhm‘c'h can cooperate in these min-
locq) éon lfethel‘ the financial strength of a
Ve m_olg):fg“tlon is large or small, she can
she g beal,”‘)"ﬁtely and feel assured that
Droject, Sol‘mg her part of the cooperative
2 migsiop a church which would never send
Sungqy Sally to foreign fields, nor print a
m‘DDm:t nc 1001 quarterly, nor organize and
ome, oqp g"llege, nor support an orphan’s
With Rlstap o all these things in cooperation
the ‘Vorkl churches. And she will rejoice in

3 lthat is done!

aithful cooperation among churches

aus . _ )
use of their cooperation with sister

often

¢

lan wéllllllfi forth more sacrificial service
hep otherwise be given, verses 3-4.

e ig
a blessing in sacrificial service,

thoy

gh

te for I;::& Christians usually sacrifice lit-
dongy ¢, S. When one has given his last

e toohtil;e .Kingdom and has seen the Lord
o op 11" rescue, when he has reached the
SOUrceg Gls ability and discovered the re
he beneff) d.makes available, then he knows
s Jes lt‘ in sacrificial service. We would
Ore jf u? much more and love Him much
Somg Deo“e served Him more sacrificially.
N the ) Dle feel that if they drive to church
Mice ¢ ain or cold, they have made & Sa¢
s 5 sh.o r the Lord! Such shallow thinking
e (;;me to one who calls himself by the
Lorg h Christ. Only when service for the
very dens cut deep and cost you something
i samn?-r’ then and only then, can You say
D\ icial service has been rendered.
S“Qriﬂ:il ative projects challenge churches t0
Sram mﬂl service, Without a cooperative Pro
it hn'rnoany churches spend al
ireg, ¢ - They become centered in the local
Ot th,e Iolgettihg the world-wide commissioD
litts ¢, -ord. Cooperation with sister churches
Wang C Vision to ields beyond. ¢ makes S
Work o invest something in the Kingdom
¢ outside our own immediate interests.
JMIs to sacrifice.
inz;l- Faithful cooperation amo .
“*ltioges opportunity for each local congir
Onglg 1 Cooperation means more than hav ngt
lneas name on the roll. Cooperation does n'o
r N my church takes advantage of litera-
r‘i paid for by someone else, of schools sup-
of ed by someone else, of sharing the glory
a missions program financed py someone

0 9,
‘ilse’ of sending needy children to an orphan’s
ome provided by someone else. & church is
of an association

X
0t a cooperating member

ng churches

the program of that as-

sociation of churches. Supporting the pro-
gram means more than an occasional offer-
ing to one phase of the work. Most people
have one phase of work which is of grent.el'
interest. However, the total program in-
volves missions, benevolence, publicntlonS,
education, ete. To support one and neglect
{he other would be like a parent feeding one
child while requiring the others to stnrye.
Loyal cooperation affords the opportumty
{o support the total prograim.

II. EQUALITY OF COOPEI_{A’I‘ING
CHURCHES, II Corinthians
8:13-19, 23-24.

1. Bach church is equal in respons‘.bilit_:v

to carry her part of the load, verses 13-10.

Isn’t it strange how the tendency persists

to pass the purden on to others! A poorer

church member may say, “Let the wealthy
member pay the expenses." A smaller church
may say, “‘Let the big churches pay the
cos.ts." Paul is careful to point out that the
purden is not to be borne py a few. There
is to be equality among all who cooperate.

Tiach one is to do his part according to his

ability.

It is wrong for a church to enjoy the
penefits of an associational organization
without having a part in bearing the respon-
sibilities of the work. In our Association,

i s ire a
ere is no executive authority to requ
s prograns. There

1 to support the

g;:tl)lxl;f(]l b h church is “jndepen-

Yet, it seems only the
willing to receive con-
ting anything. When
ith a local church,
self to loyal cooperation a_nd
If he fails to perform this obliga-
ived the church. The same
h which fails to stand
ter churches in denominational

To join and not support is to

unless she supports

affiliation.
deceive. e At
i au g
o. Iach church 18 equa n.
dministmtlon of the work, verses 16-
buted for the poor

e funds being contri

e fun g
19'in'::-‘: in Jerusalem must have someone
i receive and disburse them

se praise an !

q all the churches” was ‘‘chosen ©
thloughout g” to travel with Paul and his
company for the purpose of administering the
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funds contributed. This is not called an “as-
sociation” in II Corinthians 8:16G-19, but that
is what it was. This is the way an associa-
tion of our churches operates today.

Each church, regardless of size or amount
of offerings, elects from her membership a
set number of messengers to represent her
in the Associational meeting. Kach church
has the same number of messengers to ex-
press her opinion by voice and vote. These
messengers, in turn, elect a “brother whose
praise is in the gospel” (that is, who is
known for his piety and ability) to direct
the different phases of the work : missions,
education, publications, ete, Upon returning
home, the messengers report to their local
congregation what was done. The local
church should then support the program set
out by the messengers of the churches un-
less she feels it is directly opposed to the
will of God.

This is church equality of the highest
order. Independent and sovereign churches
submit themselves to one another in brother-
ly love and confidence. Each church is free
from denominational control with the right to
withdraw from cooperation when she chooses.
In like manner, she is also free to submit
herself to the program of the association for
the advancement of the purposes and work of
the Kingdom of God.

} 3. Each church is equal in representation
in all meetings, verses 23-24. Those sent on
missions approved by the messengers of the
churches are no more the representative of
one church than of another. They equally
?epresent all those churches who had a part
In selecting and sending them, The choice
was not left to a few large churches with
many messengers and forced upon the small-
er ones with few messengers. Neither do the
large churches have any extra authority over
the small congregations. Each congregation,
regardless of numerical size,
resentation.
little “you”

. has equal rep-
There can be no big “I” and
: in such a system of representa-
tion. Looking to the Lord Jesus alone as
Master, all churches look upon one another
48 equals and all messengers of the churches
are equal brethren,
4. Bach church is equal in her

dency. Occasionally a Baptist congregation
will refuse to Join in associations withbuthm'
churches bhecause they want to remain “‘lﬁ-
dependent.” Does a church lose'hm- inde-
pendency when she affiliateg with 1 group

indepen-

of sister churches? No, indeed! The §11u1‘§)h
which voluntarily enters an assoclanou'he“
churches is no less independent than '“t'on
it refrained from entering. The ‘.\ssocl!‘\v;rk
simply affords a channel by which thrcl ey
of the -church is done outside its locd it
munity. The Bibla allows no ruling conllwa.
tee, b‘our(l, or other ecclesiastical orgiél .
tion, to have authority over onme © hoad:
Lord’s churches. Jesus alone is her Lord's
Any who would seek control over the
churches is usurping his place!

Those churches which cooperat .
North American Baptist Association m:;
independent and sovereign, though lan e
cooperation with sister churches in Most
sociational fellowship and Drogmmi quar-
churches who use this Sunday sch;):i)s AsSO0"
terly are cooperating members of t infor-
ciation. All are invited to seek _Otheanpt,st
mation by writing: North Amerxcan1 Rock,
Assoclation, 716 Main Street, Little
Arkansas.

e with the
fully

. AREAS OF COOPERATION:
Romans 16:17-18. o

1. Churches may cooperate in “‘?n‘;‘: dis-
Christian benevolence. Those offer! 1 ;
cussed in I Corinthians 16:1-4 and
inthians S and 9 were received for Je
purposes. They were to be sent t0
for the aid of drought and fnmmch~
Christians. Many churches in A-Shihls
donia, and Achaia cooperated 1'11 sple
fering, This is the Biblical exal
benevolent work by our churche'sj wpure

The Apostle James has W"ltten;md t
religion and undefiled before God Jess D
Father is this, To visit the fat-hell“eep -
widows in their affliction, a"d’t" 8 :27.
self unspotted from the world,’ ‘T[,lmhurches
In response to this challenge, our c.u-e
support a benevolent miuistry_tf’ cf S
orphaned children and aged minister™ . “pe
we believe to be a part of the work . ha
Lord’s churches. Each individual Stil'_ry
its own institutions and agencies to ¢
this work.

2. Churches cooperate in the
Christian education. The Great 001,1,19.1_
of the Lord, recorded in Matthew ’tr"o and
sets out a threefold obligation: (}) ;aptize
teach so as to make disciples; (2)

ared
missior
20,

-4

. ather
the converts in the name of the Fat Ol)’sel.ve

and Holy Spirit; (3) teach them to
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all thiy
ot Chry
thirq
taka

gs God has commanded. The ministry
istlan education seeks to fulfill the
part of this commission. Such effort
2 twofold approach. .

Ist, churches cooperate in Christian edu-
[Mon by the publication of Bible-centered

sléel‘ntufe_ The North American Baptist AS-
“ation publishes literature for use in

i““d&y school, Training Service, Womens
lsskmﬂl‘y Auxiliary, Girl's Auxiliary, Gali-
I@)!&ns, Brotherhood, Youth Work, etc., ['{eV-
ang & Sl¥ey is the Editor of Publications
ofd ro. T. O. Tollett is Business manast
this department. -
nd, churches cooperate in Chngnu;
hrough the support of educntxom‘lp
ol tions. Several state Associations ha\“-
1eges they support through the denomina
Su 4l organization. The national Associ{ltif);‘
woborts  ong theological seminary, North
'_:’ericzm Theological Seminary, locflted_i;;
P ksonville, Texas. Dr. Gerald D. 1\9“’}‘ b
Boesi(]ent of the Seminary and Dr. wW. .
'Man is the Dean.  Dhdis
Soar © total educational program of "‘f‘,.t o
Clation includes the efforts of many write
terature, teachers in schools and Churfllxlu:
legqd many other helpers—along “‘iflh rch
. ders mentioned above. As your % “:-ay-
ergp""ts the Assoclation through her Pit<:
w24 offerings, you have a part in
nisn.y. e
ang Churches cooperate in the area ;O'lcfilé(l)lll."
thay LOT€ign missions. Paul says spec while
A other churches paid his salary v
\ Worked as a missionary in Corinth le
Q"rinthians 11:8. Following this exalf’-pm{
g‘ul'ches composing the North A mencro_
Dtist Association support a m‘ss‘m;s,.ggn
'Am in the United States and many torC "
sOUntries, Missionaries serve in the tist
Uental United States where the DD
Mtness is unknown or is weak: lhe?thé.\'
f‘}“ed “Interstate” missionaries becaus
“Ork within our national boundm’leS; lands
ther missionaries work in foreuignaries.
4 are designated “foreign” WISS Baptist
At present, the North American

: des in
ASsociation is supporting missiondt

i Brazll,
- : osta Rica, :
o, Guatamald, Cos : <lands, Brit-
?’I(i:\r:;al. France, Cape Verde :b}]{:ﬁ)m’). The
ish West Indies, Formost, anf o/ % "oy ose
hmmy of the men who are sen. “?orkel's to
<l=.xces and the urgent ncod'fO}t imperative
ge‘preseut Christ there, !U“;‘-ﬁ lmiSSiOHS pro-
that each church mlpp(?}'\toﬁll(;b give vegular
o Jach church showl® =07 o™ e
,,uuul. ly offerings to nu§1on>‘ ?”geufretm‘y
mpntl_.)”on Rev. W. J. Burgess SRev Craig
;\fsf\(;(il:ium:'of the Association :m'd .
(])h.;mﬁ;ml - ASSisan tissﬁic«:'](lzzdai;\l;l proper for
~ONCLUSION— ® eative efforts to
(lltl(:,‘l\lecb to join in coopl\luctllltl‘;'cl?fdoes not
d's e. .

: the Lord’s cause€. =& =_ " jence by
ﬁ)‘:em(;,teel‘ sovereignty ngx‘wm&l‘zls?le;nem gets
ration. The New = -ches SO
such )S'(i)?lgﬁce that the .cfulb ccl?uiixcl e
- L'xted Those who Jjoil su] ractices—
Coo?er{) qereed in doctrines '.m( f%od which
mu;t be(izn:.znrelnted to the wOldso 1:6-9; Rom-
?s()tthe final authority, Gf}iﬁ?ci;? actively Sltm-

7. s your % sister
o '16 .lt'hts. LIord‘s work with her
porting

churches? QUESTIONS
1. Why should churches coope
i work?
o, What does th
3 an a churc 0
= Slurches without losing
dency? !
hy do we stres ua iy
= wnty'xtiou" in our Assocmt:tfnfrm“ .
St? z;nd how does it differ
; 9
Baptist groups: 2
(I);(])l\ir doeslz) cooperation prov id
outreach?
6. What benevolent
. rt? ‘
i?«ﬂgo is this quarterly- a;l els);m
yeration petween churc 2 "ncome
W t percentage of her 1 o
Wlu} church give to mlsslons.ocmmmﬂl
T are the leaders of our As? s
WII;(l)icntlons missions, and sem na
pu 8

istry?

Wh
10, bﬂsgd on doctr

rate in their

i an?
cociation” M€
rm “‘assoclt .
A in an Association
ot her indepen-

of repre
9 What 18
ome

s ‘“equality

e enlarged

ot

work does your church

juct of ¢€0-

=1

does

»

o

v ti e
hould all church COOI‘)eldtIOII b
e inal agreement.’
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Lesson X1
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Christ’s Second Coming

Aim: The study of Article 22. 22. The personal, bodily and imminent return of Christ to earth.
Devotional: While We Wait, John 14:12-15.
Lesson Text: Acts 1:10-11; Luke 17:22-29.

10 And while they looked stedfastly toward
heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel;

11 Which also said, Ye men of Gal'-i-lee,
w}'\y stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Je'-sus, which is taken up from you into heaven
sl}all 60 come in like manner as ye have seer:
him go into heaven.

x ¥ x % %

22 And he said unto the disciples, The days

will come, when ye shall desire to see one of

and be rejected of this generation.

26 And as it was in the days of No'se, 0
shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.

27 They did cat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the
day that No'-e entered into the ark, and the
flood came, and destroyed them all.

28 Likewise also as it was in the day of Lot;
they did eat, they drank, they bought,
sold, they planted, they builded; ¢

29 But the same day that Lot went 0Ut ©

t
s}el: i;iays of the Son of man, and ye shall not Sod“om it rained fire and brimstone from
i heaven, and destroyed them all.
S»tetzzz,;}fe\rnfj they shall say to you, See here; or, Daily yBible: Readings
A e: go ;:Ot ?ftcr 'thcm, nor follow them. Monday: Matthew 25:14-30
e gr as the lightning, that lighteneth out Tuesday: Matthew 25:31-46
other a:: pa:'jt u"}‘]der heaven, shineth unto the Wednesday: Matthew 24:27-31
of marll) be l1“:1l lfxrs deaven; so shall also the Son Thursday: Matthew 24:32-39
25 But first 4 Friday: Matthew 24:40-51
must he suffer many things Saturday: James 5:1-8
— Watch theref: . . f
man cometi: ‘i‘,ﬁ’ttﬁ‘:"y;s:kl‘;?w neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son ©
INTR ] . .
ODUCTION—Jesus is coming! This relating to the Second Coming of Jesus

message §h0u1d be sounded out to all people
His coming is the “blessed hope” fox: thé
saints of God and is the goal toward which
al} huxpan history is moving. It is the
climactic event in the consummation of this
present age. That will be g glorious day in-
deed when. “the Lord cometh with ten thou-
sands of his saints” Jude 14.
. The New Testament Greek uses two words
o refer .to the coming of Jesus. The first
fls pnrougna.. While it is sometimes translated
I:o;nifng it more exactly means “presence.”
e lc;i;ars to His coming as a manifestation
b, pr('esence.in the world. The second
) s epiphaneia. It is properly translated
manifestation” and refers to the Lord’s
C(_)ming as an unveiling, revealing, or open
display of Himself in glory and ht'mor
Christendom is divided concerning (ietalls

Christ. Some hold Jesus comes to initiate one
thousand years of peace and righteousness
on earth (premillennial position). others
hold He comes to conclude the reign of Peace
(postmillennial position). Other hold there
will be no thousand year reign peace
(amillennial position). The official Positio”
of the North American Baptist Association
is in agreement with the premillennial post
tion and that is the interpretation folloW
in this lesson.

The Second Coming of Jesus Christ 15 as

certain as the fact that He has already
come as a Babe in Bethlehem. The Christial
is not waiting for death, but for the Lor
Jesus! This blessed fact of His soon apped’”
ing is the bright star of hope for God’s
people today.
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1 EXPOSITION
* JESUS IS COMING, Acts 1:10-11.

Ji
r@tue:nus left the earth with a promise to
heayey, On the day of His ascension back to
“IOIJnt' He took the disciples out to the
e \vuzf Olives. As He blessed them there.
Wtonigy taken upward from them. Their
re(‘elveded gaze followed Him until a cloud
by thaei Him out of their sight. Suddenly
Darqp» T side stood two ‘“men in white ap-
Woulq (angels?) with a promise that Jesus
» Jeomurn to earth!
,lngeucesus is coming again personally. Tpe
“iDleg Joessengers announced to the dis-
O 'yoTh.‘s same Jesus, which is taken up
Ty eru Into heaven, shall so come In llk'(?
Yerga ]as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Sho Careful observation of this promise
Wil OW it to mean that Jesus, Himself,
Rig eturn to earth. No other shall come in
r]@!lthm-n ¢e. Having come to dishonor and
Comg in the First Coming, He will surely
Q(’minwlth glory and honour in the Second
U gy 8. The important events which occur
of .5 coming will not be left in the hands
f“’nnle]?, nor angels, but the Lord will be per
“The Dresent to direct them. Paul promises,
. ' Lord himself will descend from heaven
* T Thessalonians 4:16. Yes, the Chris

THE ONE GREAT DEPENDABLE
% RS

respee

I WILL COME AGAIN...

for Jesus to uppear! .
9. Jesus is coming again in 2 visible mrm:s
festation. If Jesus cnmcsI‘I‘]in liol;ehxﬁgm;r‘lit;l be
-o have seen Him go,* His j
.:'lesible. On the Mount of Olives the gﬁlcip};‘:
watched Jesus ascend upwnr.d Fh's e
went beyond a cloud. Now, rev.(':.xsc : i.n i
and see what “in like m'smner leez:'n. P
eqrd o His return: disciples looldn:, 1‘1&“.
:\'ill <ee the clouds part and JesET el
descending in His Second Coming 'eth\'with
tiﬁn 1:7 records, «Behold, he comhim e
clouds; and every eye shftll see | Tt;dny’s
they also which pierced him . t .th' ey
jesson text suggests fhg sameth r(l:m .of e
as the lightning. that llghter.le l u;nto e
ane part under heaven, shme‘t‘ ;11 L
other part under hgaven ;"so sﬁ. L e
Qon of man he in his day,’ verse —C.hriqrinn
cape. the idea that the dgﬂth of'n = i;xénr-
jis Jesus’ saecond coming” fm" hn;},(a 'wi]]'ho
I:(‘Cf. When Jesus comes {1gﬂm. D
seen by the multitudes of me'n.b bl
‘ " Jr‘;ms is coming again in lnsi ~i0t(uai e
The return of Jesus is not 2 sp lHon e
festation, as the coming of. theturn N
on the day of Pentecost. His Te g
“in like manner” as His ns'conzl i
hodily, visible form, His bods:‘ :n 'i(l)i:s e
Coming will probably be the LIOIthppm}w Z
“-hich"He now hag in henven:‘". i)
.01, This will he a part of the “great 3

i s His return.
il nccompﬂll:’(;l] day it will be when the

at a wonc ! € :
"131‘-?;;.(1 Jesus appears ixl)) gils ‘)::il;hd;srfggs
indi ality, personn]ly, odily,
"::Eﬂr:]rl;r olory of the Tather. No wonder
a grealt st

the Christian Jooks, not for death, put for
the Tord Jesus!

PECTED-
JESUS COMES UNEX
o l!JIX:f, Luke 17:22-29.

told the diseiples that so'me It)l:?ro
pefore His return to earth. !
o een Iis ascension and re-
hen they wonld
ays of the Son

“desiiel) is i ui alse Christs
2?12; w.hen peoplo “'r*]v-.v "mttilx;ﬁi.
marrying buying, }l.”]n;:;'ner o
jwe pursuing their norma AT e
;)ltfrfl’erffve;u.s would appear! Thnmfi N

3, o : ‘
ho;h ggg?ngr‘:;gﬂrgnur'\‘;nnemtod hecause

tians are looking

Jesus
would pa

o sece one ©

ever, at a
drinking,

) S
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its time is unknown. When isei
9‘}155.“0“(1 Him on this point, Jttl;silsd;'sei)llll)g
seasls not 'fc_»r you to know the times or thé
o‘mons, '“h,l'(!h the Father hath put in his
o po(;“tﬁr, Acts 1:7. Again, Jesus says
ot & at day and hour knoweth no m;m'
oni el e angels of heaven, but my Fathex’-
all )éffor?st tgf ‘;123 23 ' Hto‘t‘;x o #iay i

m se e da i

’tI‘uJ:ASOr.]e rehgloug sect conven;edolanYl;azg-
hah f(’)ul[lril ttl;le Spring of 1959 because they’
il tonns e day for His return! Some of
o Otggluable property at “give-away”
e gtars bought expensive automo-
ey thouhh ved in luxurious hotels because
o bll]s'g Wththcy would never have to pay
determin;ed 1en Jesus did not return at tl’fe
eschpand. day, they said a mistake of one

érror e een made. Time has proven th
' eir
Lo’{-‘g’i gltzgfmite, imminent nature of the
i3 l“Watc;n calls to watchfulness. Jesus
whe;1 s ml ye therefore: for ye know ;lo.t
bl a:ste.r of the house cometh, at
4 il"l T & mr(:]r}r?’mg?t’ or at the cock-cro“;ing
g ning: Lest coming suddenl h’
eeping. And what I say lmtoyvo::

I
say unto all, Watch,” Mark 13:35-37.

2. Hi
Iis coming will follow a period  of

lr':)léglzlr:]s apostasy, verse 23. “That day s}
iy .e',’ t;.;c?[?t there come a falling) :\:':“
g x;mn - thhessaloni:ms 2:3a. The condly
t 2 e time of religi I ;
L m eligiou
Sel(fi]zicr: ;:;d 1tghPlaul in II ’Ir‘aimoih‘;'post'gsj
: PSS, oly passi ellion
= sions, r i
regli;l;rljsltm r}ightful authority, pleasure] el])el}lon
s (;rdgll:esy, and general ungod]ines(;v:\?gl’
bl Qf the day. In the midst 'f
pear'”i\’ng circumstances, Jesus w(i)ll .
b]ess;ed 1(1) W('),nder His coming is called “I}D-
s Hisope 'of the saints. . e The
ook fommg in .glm'y will be in contrast
o b dmér‘. coming in humillation‘ ve.r.q
5 i “m;l'nbes .the incarnation of; Tesile
teratly :‘hnng himself of no reput'l.ti ‘S’
i the' :: emptied himself”) in ia (;n
g mm?er ec"c.glory of the Father t yl:lg
s \v']‘l Phlh.ppians 2:5-8. His eond
o }Iin be with the glory of tl;e I::;ec;ond
b ﬂpp‘.e" m_n;e]s, Matthew 16:27 f]isﬂ ]l‘er
gk «C]x;“nlr(;qhzafve}n and then H(; will r-?)rir(]\
3 s 1eave : “and
mm: a{;lory," P e :;14 :g(:thAim}ver and
g sl J'Lhe Sacrifice for sin. H R
it b r:dge and Victor ove:: sie ol
he likeness of man H: .wl111(]! ki
; come

“—

in the”likeness of God. “Even so, come, Lord
Jesus,” Revelation 22 :20c.

4. His coming will interrupt the regular
Bursmts of men, verses 26-29. The uncertain

?te of the Lord’s return, plus the unbelief
of many that He will ever come again, is
evident in the activities of people when He
does come. They will be eating, drinking
marrying, buying, selling, planting and
building, If His return was eXpected, they
would not be going normally about thelr
pursuits. People, generally, will not be ready
when He comes.

Christians must keep their life centered
in heaven, not on earth. The Lord may re-
turn soon, We must be ready all the time is
coming will catch many unawares, put the
S,’,‘g“"‘" must always be ready to welcom®

=9 . . R . .
5. His coming is immirient. One m

heard to say, “There is so much prophecy Lo
be fulfilled hefore Jesus returns that His
coming will not be for another hundre
years.” His opinion must be classed
all other efforts to set dates for thiS im-
portant event. Jesus says that He might
come at any hour and calls His people i
alert watchfulness right now and all the
time, Matthew 24:42. Each day, with each
hr{ur of the day, must bhe lived as it Jesi
might return now. How wonderful if would
be if that blessed event would occurl today !
It could. Indeed, it may! Jesus said to €
pect it at any time. “Even so, comeé
Jesus,” Revelation 22:20c. How our hearts
vearn for His hlessed appearing!

III. JESUS COMES TO REDEEM:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17.

1. Jesus comes to I fes of th?
deceased saints from ﬁ?g}ﬁg l:ig—ses 1416,
The Bible suggests there are'three phﬂses
to full salvation. (1) The soul is saved eterm
ally when one trusts Jesus as his sonal
Saviour. (2 The life is saved in day-D¥-08%
consecration to the will of God. (3) The
rr)éu;sucf:;l body is saved when Jesus retur™®

s the ir ?
here consl;};lrlg].phnse of salvation whicP :

aul says Jesus will desc from peaven
;\hxth fl shout, the voice of ﬂ?:(;rclhang , and
haevtxumpet-sound of God. Those saints which
will ﬁL“" will return with Him. Their bo¢!e

they h raised from the graves where
ave returned to dust, the gpirite will

an was
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"einhabi
ﬂtemgi)]l; vt_he bodies, and they shall live
tod Dl'O]n‘i‘~lth the Lord. This is exactly what
g0 sy ?_eﬂ to do for Israel many centuries
of the will ransom them from the power
deat, » g"*“'e: I will redeem them from
g"&ve'l ‘gleath, I will be thy plagues; 0
shal] g ;‘.'“ be thy desiruction: repentance
Someqg :‘d from mine eyes,” Hosea 13:14
Ureg fm"’ he graves will give up their treas:
epay Jesus will return to resurrect the
t?“ suints.
';Sussi comes to redeem living saints
e reSun_Wcursed environment, verse 17.
ge over t]e cted saints will have no advau-
Neithep “,“‘le living saints when Jesus comes.
v Ntage, J the living saints have any ad-
Will ho o ust as the bodies of deceased saints
the bodlles‘"'l’ected in a glorified form, SO
E'"to gloﬁifﬂf the living saints will be changed
U a mo fed forms. All this will happen
the gt ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
The YItI"ump," I Corinthians 15:52.
describ:&o”ﬂed bodies of the salnts are
Win in I Corinthians 15:42-53. ‘They
SPirityg) incorruptible, glorious, powertul,
Lo J , and shall bear the image of the
annea;,eglflsj! Even so, “. . . it doth not yet
Moy thxt at we shall be (like): hut we
1 s ‘whcn he shall appear, Wwe sllal'!
John e for we shall see him as he 15,
01'10!1:;}" Paul adds his testimony to this
"“lxe‘ act when he writes, ““(Jesus) sl.la-ll
& pi) our vile body, that it may be fashion-
the “9 unto his glorious pody, according to
Subdu;ﬂ““g _whereby he is able even ft0
3101 Ta“ things unto himself,” Philippians
f -‘lx.nese physical bodies have peen fitted
: '!_ istence in this present world systenl
an ex:om will change them to be fitted for
Sl ce In glory where Gud s reveated-
Sickn, h.e"ve“ will have no paln, death, nor
‘Ongef,sb' the resurrected bodies will 1o
Al q be subject to the infirmities Of earth.
oft eformities, diseases, and decay will be
behind, unknown in that glorified state.
mg{)"‘}"ever, the redemption of the saved W
Onp, ¢, the condemnation of the unsaved:
Y the saints will be resurrected and

from

ta

VIRGIN BIRTH, VIRTUOUS LIFE, V\;IS

RESURRE CTION,

caught up to meet
unsaved dead are
time (Revelation
resurrection

hasten
too late.
CONCLU SION—J

will return in the sam
into Heaven— personull_v,
s when He W
be near—very neir. Until

ascended
visibly. No man know
His coming may

es, we must live W

He com
have been called. (1)

cation into which we
We must be constantly
) We must be busy
We must be stan
d of God as the days

for Him.
others to Him. ")
faithfully by the Wor
near. (4)
urn with thos

onsolation it brings.
nder and our hopes

ears. Until that hour, may

«Looking for t
us appearing of the great

of

the hope of His ret
not have the ¢
must keep our
bright until He app
the Lord keep you
hope, and the glorio
God and our
2:13. Next Sunday’s
further detail some of t

apostasy draw

hearts te

the Tord's return.
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Why is the doctrine of the

ing so lmportnnt?
What is meant by,
personull_v"'.‘

What I8 meant by,
podily”?
Why will Jes
Do you believe Jes

Give reasons for your
the three pha
he second com

Wwhat are
How is t
act of redemption?
What will the resur
what happé
resurrcction?
What are You
ration for His

10US DEATH,

CAR
BLE RETURN

Y ———— |

the Lord in the air.
left in the
20:5) to await the
» and eternal
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esus is comin
e manner i

watehful anc

Sayiour Jesus Chri
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he events related to
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t safe in the fold,

Eternity will be

g again. He
n which Ie
bodily,
ill come.
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1 ready
winning
ding
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e who do
(5) We
hat blessed

jst,” Titus
ill pursue in

Second Com-

“Jesus IS coming
sJesus s coming

us' coming be unexpected?
us could come today?
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ses of salvation?
ing of Jesud an

rection body be like?
ns to the saints after the
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The Rapture and the Judgments

Aim: The <tudy of Arti
C & rticles 23, 24
reality of heaven, involvin. 5, 25. 23, The bodil :
God. 25. The reK;’h-;;,“gflvﬁ’e‘ﬁ divine assurance of et);rrz;fu}r;ecui%r;s Off thebdead. o dTh?
, involving everlasting pum'shmegg of :he‘)i;:orii[;ieglze&eckeo

Devotional:
evotional: Preparedness, Revelation 22:12-17.

L . T
esson Text: I Corinthians 15:12-20; Revelation 21:1-8

12 Now if Christ be
:{:2 t.he dead, how say S;::h:ioﬁlgtygﬁ :gsi men, and he will dwell with them and they
ere i 5 : N ,
13 Bsu:oif’et«;;‘ef::ctéon of the dead? . 31]:‘}111 3:' his people, and God himself shall be
. em, :
dead, thiet TIChE Bot hens of the 4 AnleZr:!d s!});:llth:;; eG o v all tears from
Prela“'chﬁlngd viefincmiSt be mog n:sen, then is our th?i; eyes; and there s}ln)a]l a}\;v: yn: mt::e eath,
, and your faith is also vain. E:ltal’el; s;:)rrc;w,p arixrc;r fc;yix:}gl, r}cither ?}]ﬁ“g:h::z
: for the former thin

15 Y
Gl hetigs Bt Cimese (of  panet e
raised up Christ: whomesﬁ ied of God that he 5 And 1}1’ h id
e raised not up, if Behold, I rﬁal:ea;llsi;i:g:n the ;.h:jonlfe s:;i'
3 new. n

so be that the d :
ead rise n
16 For: if th ot.
; e d i un Write:
Christ raised: ead rise not, then is not faizﬁf\ﬁle: rite: for these: words are. f1E and
e. 1 am

Al'6« 1}‘1\nd he said unto me, It is don
dp a and O-meg’a, the beginning and the
end. 1 will give unto him that i athirst of the
O\flntam of the water of life freely.
i Hc'that overcometh shall inherit all things:
and I will be his God, and he shall be my 8on-

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, 3% the

17 And if Chri
. 17 st be i
is I\lgxrzlihye are yet in yor:JOrt s;:llssed’ e
T2 en they also which are fall
b i]fSt are perished. e aeleep
.l nf] this life only we have hope in Chri
of all men most miserab]ep iy

20 But no i
w is Christ ri

and b 3 risen fron .

ecome ti\e flrstfruits of them] t;l:et :‘leea;(i, abcc)lmu::xl'\]c, and murderers, and whoremongers:
* * . and sorcerers i i

1 And I * rers, and idolaters, and all liars, S a
saw : : » ;
a new heaven and a new earth have their part in the lake which burneth ¥t
earth: fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

for the fir
st heaven and i
i th
m;eg :;va}y;} a}?d there was :of::(:ree?:h e
) ohn saw the holy ci .
sa-l i God ,
pre;r:r,e ;o:;ngbqgwndfrom God gx’t I:)efWhZ:;reu ’
ride adorned f o
e or her h
"t Be{; I;;ard a great voice out ::bﬁnd-
’ old, the tabernacle of God j eav'c;
is wit

Daily Bible Readings
Monday: I Corinthians 15:51%8
Tuesday: Revelation 20:1-6
Wednesday: Revelation 20:7-10
Tbursday: Revelation 20:11-15
Friday: Revelation 21:1-27
Saturday: Revelation 22:1-16

—l Therefow m
=N, ) beloved b
in the work Zf ed brethren, be ;
. the Lord ) ye stedfast, unmoveabl boundmg
in the Lord, I Corinthi;nt’a {cgl::;s;luch S E ow that your |§i)oalfzv-vai§snca)t in vain

TION —
this presen N —The consu :
sent gre wi mmatio Satiy it i
of Jadin. age will be the Second COl'l;h?; ’\3:;? 1;1(;11. At His appearing the dead podies
» resurrected glorified bodies, the living

As studied la:
st Sunda i
¥, the return  saints will be transformed into glol‘ified

of Jesus will

“ 3 brin

Rapture” g a rapt

s pture” means “the im‘;l‘e of the saints.  bodies, and

éo;:ymg off by force” 1t of seizing and up towmee\t( H?H Christians will be ¢#"

ext to refer to the is used in this ! -

8 e Lo ; Immed 2

alnts to meet Him in the r:h'ta}; ing up the come thtiaat;lelgmfoelnlowmg ththe Sampture ‘:111]:,
» I Thessalon- Judgment Seat of Ogri(;f: 'I'h(; w‘lilll]tg th-mme

. This e

ght
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iy .
Ders(,;e“\‘;"lds received by each redeemed
in me.ui- rle these events are transpiring

the Ifa (along with the Marriage Supper
occur o mb), the Great Tribulation Wwill
Vearg, th‘earth. At the end of these seven
Hig Salnt; Lord will return to earth with
Years, o After He has reigned here 1,000
an redeee will raise the unsaved dead and
the Gl-e::;ed men will stand before Him at
Wicked i1 White Throne Judgment. The
Whilg 1L be consigned to the Lake of Fire
of (1, e righteous will become inhabitants

ls“e“’ heaven and earth.

Wickeq a;‘(‘;DOI.‘tunt to remember that the
€ad at yo f"‘éhteous are raised from the

arate juq separate times and stand before
Seharateq 1, gments. These two occasions are
Re"@latio y the 1,000 year reign of Christ,
togyy, asnA 20:4-6. Men are making decisions
turg and to where they will be in the rap-
J“'l::memghow they will fare in one of the

EXPOSITION

L m
})%ﬁ RESURRECTION OF THE
D, I Corinthians 15:12-20.

1, iy

Upgy, ':}ll‘? resurrection and rapture are pased

12, 20 ¢ resurrection of Jesus Christ, verses

it 15 | If Christ is raised from the dead
proof that a resurrection is possible.

i
2

o ¢4 4
EEN, NOR EAR
2T OF MAN, THE THINGS
INTO THE HEA 2 29

*AS 1T 1§ WRITTEN, EYE HATH NOT.
LOVE HIM.—

WEARD, NEITHER HAVE ENTERED, |
WHICH GOD RATH PREPARED FOR THEM THAT

from among the dead,

If Christ is not raised
rning the prospect

we have no assurance conce
of our resurrection. Jesus
self victorious over death, hell, and the
grave (Revelation 1:18) and assures us,
“«Because I live, ye shall live also,” John
14:19. The same victory which He gained
in the resurrection is assured to all believers.
He has gone all the way through death, was
pburied, and came forth from the grave. We
follow Him into death without fear knowing
we shall also follow Him in the resurrection.

Paul speaks of Jesus as the wripstfruits”
of the resurréction. The farmer may walk
through his orchard or field and pluck some
of the first ripe fruit knowing that the
main harvest will soon follow. So Jesus
arose from the dead as the wfipstfruits” of
all the redeemed who will follow Him.

2 All Christian hope relates to the resur-
rection of the body and the resurrection of
Jesus is basic 1o our resurrection, verses 13-
19. Five drastic consequences would follow
if Jesus had not risen from the dead. (1)
1f Christ is not risen our preaching is vain,
verse 14a. To be “vain” is to be empty and
meaningless. We preach that py His deﬂ'th
and resurrect d the debt for st\.
However, if Jesus has not risen—if He 18
still dead and still in the gruve——the mes-
sage we preach is not true. A message pased
on falsehood is useless—‘vain.” Every Chris-
tian message is empty and meaningless unless
Christ has arisen from the dead.

(2) 1f Christ is not risen our faith is
verse 14b. We confess to have beel
saved through faith in a crucified and risen
Jesus. But what benefit is faith if Christ
ig still dead? Even if one has had an emo
tional experience which he calls «conversion”
it is useless unless Jesus lives. What ad-
vantage is there in faith if one believes
falsehood? Faith is empty unless Jesus is &

Jiving Saviour.
ot risen we are false

3 It Christ is 1
15. We testify that

witnesses of God, verse
ed Christ from the dead. The

God has rais
Bible says SO- But if Christ is not risen the
Bible is proven unreliable and what we testi-
fy conce ng God is not truth. There is DO
fellowship with God if Jesus is still in the
arave. Falsehood cannot bring a man to God
;”or peace and reconclllatlon.

4) If Christ is not risen we arve still in
sin, verse 17. The only way of ft{)’rgiveuws is
through Jesus Christ, Acts 4:12. The only

jon Jesus pai

vain,

P ,A
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way to God is through Jesus Christ, John
14:6. But if Jesus is still in the clutches of
death, unable to extricate Himself, there is
no way open to God. Therefore, forgiveness
of sin is impossible, No one has forgiveness,
therefore, if death has conquered Christ.

(5) If Christ is not risen those who have
died with faith in Christ have perished,
verses 18-19. Our hope in Christ extends
past death or we have no real hope in Him
at all. If Christ Jesus is still in the grave,
and no man has forgiveness through Him,
then those who trusted their souls into His
grace have been betrayed and have perished.
Even if they were somehow saved by His
death, there would be no hope of their resur-
rectlon, for a Saviour who could not raise
Himself from the dead surely could not resur-
rect His disciples.

But, praise God, Jesus has risen! “But
now is Christ risen from the Adead, and be-
come the firstfruits of them that slept . . .
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive. But every man in
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after-

ward they that are Christ’s at his coming,”
I Corinthiang 15 120, 22-23,

3. The rapture of the saints comes at the
first resurrection, verse 20. Since the resur-
rection of Christ is g “firstfruit” of the
resurrection of Christians, their resurrection
will be in like manner to His. Paul speaks
of this grand event in I Thessalonians 4 :13-
17. The Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, the voice of the arch-
angel, and the trump of God, “and the dead
in Christ shall rige” This is the first event
following Hig appearing, Their resurrection
bodies will be incorruptible, glorious, power-
ful, and Spiritual, I Corinthians 15 :35-54,
These bodies will bear the image of the
glorified Lord! The living saints will also be
transformed immediately go that they all
(Whether dead or alive at Christ’s appearing)
will be caught up to meet the Lord in the
air. This is the “first resurrection.” “Blessed
and holy_ is he that hath part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death hath
10 power, but they shajy be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a
thousand yea; ,” Revelation 20:4-6.

The resurrection of the saintg ig called the
“first” resurrection because there is a “sec-
ond” resurrection to follow—the resurrection
of the unredeemed. “The rest of the dead
(that ig, the unsaved dead who had no part

_

in the first resurrection) lived not 88’?1;1{8‘;’;
til the thousand years were finished, —
lation 20:5. Though there is an iﬂ_.tel't A
one thousand years between the firS Loihg
second resurrections, every humm: 2899
will be in one or the other, John'.dl-‘-be--ln
Daniel 12:2-3. You, dear reader, wil

one. Which?

E
II. THE JUDGMENT OF T.H e
SAVED, I Corinthians 3:11-15
Revelation 21:1-8.

1. Where? The redeemed saln t of
will stand before the “JUdgmentmns 3:11-
Christ” as described in I Corinth i
15. This event will take place in I e rai
the first resurrection the saints atrhel‘ N
up, glorified, and ‘“‘caught up toge alonians
to meet the Lord in the air,” I Th‘fsr a brief
4:17. They will remain in the air oy seven
period of time—some scholars sa]f years.
years and other three and One'hgefore the
During this time they will smndrticipﬁte in
Judgment Seat of Christ and pa mb. Mean-
the Marriage Supper of the Lf"l occur oD
while, the Great Tribulation Wil the glori-
earth. What a blessed day when T " e
fied saints, delivered from the versy Elorified
of a sinful environment, behold their s
Lord! peforé

2. Who? Only the saints will stand .14-15
God in this judgment, I Corinthi‘fl:;’m 4mong
Only the saints were resurrected ints were
the dead and only the living 52 dead Were
raptured with them, The unsaved od alive 2
left in the graves and the unsav hé purpos"'
earth were left on earth. Since t anishoent
of this judgment is rewards, not psav will
(as will be seen below), only the S2YF ;e
be there. Judgment of the unsw’edv
one thousand years later and no s& destiny
will stand in that judgment. The 6t
the soul is fully settled in this " i
the day of judgment.

3. Why? There are two great pl;n exami-
the judgment of the saved. Flrst,ﬂd of Go(i
nation of the works of every ci nferring %
will guarantee equity in the CO™* o, mgel
reward for faithful service. Jesusunce the
will examine each one and apnol Mat-

ts of God

of
in

to
reward due him. Second, acco;‘gmga die;;
y
1 Ongvhere
at 48Y

thew 25:21, this judgment
termine the place each one Wi clst
the millennial reign of Jesus CB
will be no mistakes nor injustice 1P

" " 3
o(h ;nl;nsE"er)‘ one of us shall give "’f""o‘tm“
tha) elf to God,” Romans 14:12. Wha oy
2188 t0 each Ohristiun (o be fu‘ithf}}‘
" duties for the Lord, knowing “- - -
We or the ' _
0!& . all stand before the judgment ;eq:;
\heorm- Romans 14:10. Blessed, inneed &
g o V1O hears the Lord say, “Well do ke
faithful servant N ,'ln.“q
l'uler over many things," Matthew Z_i')‘.[-]-t;.
hayq .h“t follows? Soon after theq ST of
Ch.l‘lc; StOO(l \)efore the JUdgu‘ent “C._l.“lge
Snp‘t ‘M participated in the Marl e
ot he Lamb, they will (105('9“(1‘ e
boupg »1th the Lord Jesus. Satan wi‘l will
Tlgy o O€ thousand years and Jesus of
begge M the saints in a mnlem\hll;l ot
““’us anq ighteousness, At the end ?1 and
vy g years, Satan will be loose Jesus.
Hig tad o rebellion against the Lord !;“1 be
tge " Wer WHL be cancelled and he W v
ligg M0 the Lake of Fire. The unsaver
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that place of “outer darkness,” will be “weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth,” Matthew 8:12;
24:30. Those condemned thereto will “go
away into everlasting punishment,” Mat-
thew 25:46. This is the place where “the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quench-
ed,” Mark 9:44, 46, 48. It is the place where
the devil, the beast, and the false prophet are
tormented day and night for ever and ever,
Revelation 20:10. “And whosoever was not
found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire,” Revaation 20:15, The
sufferings of the condemned will last as long
as the bliss of the redeenied! Be sure you
are safe in Jesus, Win every other person you
can to trust Him also.

6. When? The Great White Throne Judg-
ment will come immediately following the
final insurrection of Satan against God at
the close of the millennial reign of Jesus
and His saints. It will mark the absolute end
of this present world order. IFollowing this
judgment, “, . ., the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned
up,” II Peter 3:10. Then there shall remain
only the places of eternal destiny : the Lake
of Fire for the condemned and the new
heaven and earth for the redeemed. Eternity
will have come ang time will be no more.

CONCLUSION--The Lord Jesus will come
in the air and receive all the redeemed, living
or dead. They will be caught up into the air
to meet Him while the unsaved are left on
earth. The saints Wwill stand before the
Judgment Seat of Christ to receive their

Adult

rewards. Then they will return to earth to
reign with Christ for one thousand years. At
the end of this time the unsaved dead will
been redeemed by faith in the Lord Jesus
all ages will stand in the Great White
Throne Judgment to receive their sentence of
condemnation, The wicked shall be turned
into hell aund the righteous will inherit the
Joys of life eternal. There will be no trans-
fer of destiny in eternity. Be sure you have
been redeemed by faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Divine Son of God. His pel‘SOfl
and work is the subject of study next week.

QUESTIONS
What is the “rapture”?
How is Christ the “firstfruits” of the
resurrection?
3. What consequences would follow if Jesus
be not risen from death?
4. What are the differences in the first
and second resurrections? !
What differences are there between thtt
Judgment Seat of Christ and the Grea
White Throne Judgment? a
6. Wheve will each judgment be held an
who will be in each? . ot
Do you believe in degrees of punishme
for the wicked? Why? £
- Who will be the Judge in the judgment?
9. How does the Bible describe heaven:
hell? ding
10. What is the order of events regar hL:
the Lord’s coming and the end of the
world?
11. How is this lesson a challenge to Chris-
tians?

R

-1

Awaited Judgment

In Pompeii the furious lava caught and sealed the people in Wh?t"
ever act they were engaged in--at the theater, in the kitchen, in
the market place, in the haunts of sin.

So death suddenly comes to many and seals them until the day of

awaited judgment.
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Lesson x111

Stedfast in the Faith

e (25) Articles
: the t\vcnty'ﬁvc (
Aim: A REVIEW of the Faith wherein we ctand, as set forth by
: of the
of The Doctrinal Statement.

Devotional:

Lesson Text:

Truth, I Timothy 2:1-6.
I Peter 5:1-11.
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Baptists are going to be faced with religious
pet:secutions once again. Bapti;tl;1 1\(31115101112
:}‘slixed to desert their time-honored faith.
um? mlrlxst be ready to “give an answer” to
o e w 0 oppose them. God, make us able
wcalrlx]ssxsgrbm that day!.Until that day arises
-5, 1e busy sharing the truths of God
" people :'xll‘over the world. Herein lies

e call to missions and evangelism. .

EXPOSITION
I. STEADFAST LEADERS, 5:1-4.

1. Duty: Religious leaders ar
eligiou: g are to fi
f)I\I'nggICI}: (‘;r; (;uds.truths, verses 1-2a, 'Eﬁg
o e;trusted the New Testament churches
i Raiig=co to mature and able men called
"overséex-" ..se.:\v‘l‘xe.re the *“elder” is called
SheT. 58 ’1‘1(1”-t t.nsh.ol-,'v or ‘“pastor,” Acts
el .u“ t.f "e{m 1s a designation of work
o ({‘Ixcxul title for an office.
are th “']sct e.tflers, whatever their office
o G()d—-‘]-lra% shepherds” over the flocl;
Bk :1 er)u:{l;egution of people in a
the flock qu }:(e)d {\F{:fldzlld_monition o
; ‘ : ) h Is amon rou’ i
Z'Lu:ﬁi]sin“,ll the duties of a shepher(gl:):&;di m'-
ot TI[\:(: :;:nldm.tr. and guiding the flockn(%{’
gl ‘ff -(1';1,]'!?:.(‘1 should always remember
Ock s God’s, not his own, We are

I(Nw[iving Seriptures_ by Jack Ha
Q:‘l;g\lq\j a Fond of Strsnt‘h ”“’ll

gy

fmly under-shepherds. Therefore, the leader
is to work for the good of the flock and not
use"the flock for his personal benefit.

Since the flock belong to God, they must
b? fed_ on the truths of (tod. Paul vindicated
his ministry in Ephesus by pointing out that
h‘e s’}mred with them “all the counsel of
God,” Acts 20:20, 26-28. Ezra is remembered
as a .great 0Old Testament saint because he
set h.lS heart to know God’s law and his
energies to obey it and teach it, Ezra 7:10-
Bless.ed is the congregation to which God’s
promise is fulfilled: “And I will give you
pastors according to mine heart, which shall
feed you with knowledge and understanding,”
Jeremiah 3:15. Such people will be “stead-
fast in the faith.”

2. Spirit: Religious leaders are to empha-
size their teachings by serving in 2 spirit
of sincere humility, verses 2p-3a. No ‘“‘con-
straint” is to be used in taking a position
of leadership in the church. One should not
serve with a “somebody has to do it” SPirit
nor with an “I'm the boss” spirit. Service
is to be rendered for the sole purpose of do-
ing God’s will.

One’s position in the church should creé?
no feeling of superiority in him. Such will
1('3:1(1, to an attempt to become a lord over
God's heritage. No high-handed, autocratic
1‘}11(: of the church has been authorized of
God for any pastor or church officer to P
form. True spiritual power does not lie in
such superficial authority. Jesus has set the
rule: “Whosoever will be great amons you,
let him be your minister; and whosoever
will be chief among you, let him pe your
servant,” Matthew 20 .:2(3-27.
mjﬁ‘gltotu'utiog: Religious leaders
boinrvdf(?d by sincere concern for the
Sl ree from selfish ambitions, ver
(b‘lQe‘“-:r(?L God must serve for “filthy *
nu‘tkt gain), That is, the Lord’s servic
that ? be commercialized. Does this mean
he‘r )(x church should not pay a salary 34
Othe}_nitor? By no means. It suggests, OV the
e 1‘and, that only an unworthy man
muter'-mter the ministry simply to obtalnl
t:nughédl advantage. Some false prophets
1‘0('eive1fm; 'the financial remuneration F]‘et‘
e e\(' .(:L‘ltus 1:11), but this does not indl”
is' : f'l(ln-{ preacher who receives
devote' ]-15_(, pl‘ol)lnct! The true ministe
" cllm-llil.self to the work of Jesus.
o0 he rch where he serves will support

may have physical necessities suPP

1te

are to be
people,
se <C-
lucre”
e 18

q salary
1 will
The
him
tied
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and pive himself unceasingly to his work.
fore man who serves in the name of Christ
m salary only is not worthy to be called a
;“St*-:l‘ of Jesus Christ.
L‘Xa.m Example: Religious leaders are to be
Bl ples in their steadfast loyalty to the
tuth, verse 8b. Each leader is to be an
Sg’;“{nlzle to the flock.” The term, “en-
A fteI? e,” means “a print left as an impression
ox '1: a blow has been struck.” Iach preach-
an teacher, and Christian believer is to be
sam ensample.” The leader is to be an e
o cple of Jesus Christ and the followers are
Jesu;py themselves after him as he follows
37" I Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; Philippians
1n0uidFall“1'e to match one’s self after the
is of Jesus Christ brings dishonour upon
moul(;lause. But how can carnal man be
ol ;3(1 after the image of Jesus? It is
‘Vorlq) e by refusing to be molded after the
it and by conformation unto the will of
"evl'St, Romans 12:1-2. All Christian Dbe-
nre“-PS_. but especially those who are leaders,
hell &\hort_ed: “Be thou an exa-mplq of the
ity evers, in word, in conversation, in char-
s in spirit, in faith, in purity . - . Take
c::e‘l_ unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
Shg:mue in them: for in doing this thou
th t both save thyself, and them that hear
ee,” T Timothy 4:12, 16. A steadfast leader
Will ingpire the people to a like steadfast-

Nesg,

II. SUBMISSIVE FOLLOWERS,
5:5-7.

1. Submission to
being taught shou
teacher, verse Ha.
tity in age alone.
i person will 8r0
in years. If so, th

Jeaders: Those who are
1d be submissive to their
There is no special sanc-
Peter here assumes that
w in grace as he grows
e elders of the congrega-
tion would be the wiser teachers. Hence,
the younger are taught to be submissive to
the Jeadership afforded by the mature mem-
bers, And yet, this does not meap God does
Not gpeak to and work through the younger

Mempers. There is & place in the church
young oOr old. The

for each saved persom

Doint stressed here iS that those who are
duly elected teachers and leaders should
have the cooperation and respect of those
Who are taught and led. No church can
Tunction properly without this cooperafion.
ee T Corinthians 16:15-16

2, Submission to equals: All Christians
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are to be humble in their relations to one
another, verse Hb. “Yea, all of you be sub-
ject ome to another, and be clothed with
humility.” This admonition is not for Chris-
tians to feel humble, nor to pray for humili-
ty, but to act it, to give humility expression
in serving others, in taking orders from
them, and in fitting into their arrangements.
True, this goes against the natural inclina-
tions of the flesh. “But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the
Spirit of God dwell in you,” Romans 8:9a.
Moreover, we are not debtors to the flesh to
live after the flesh, Romans S:12. True
humility is a most essential Christian virtue.
Kenneth Wuest has observed, “The other
virtues, such as kindness, generosity, justice,

zoodness, long-suffering, when saturated with

humility, are most acceptable and praise
worthy, but when seen in a proud person, are
like clanging brass or a tinkling cymbal.”
The reason why we should be submissive to
our leaders is given in Hebrews 13:17.
3. Submission to God: Everyone should be
fully submissive pefore God, verses 5¢-6. Of
the six things which the Lord hates—of the
seven things which are an abomination unto
Him—the first is pride! See Proverbs 6:16-
19. Peter emphatically states here, “God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble.” The word “proud” means “to show
oneself as above.” The word “resist” is a
military term which describes an army set
for battle. So God is shown to draw up His
armies (His own invincible power) to do
battle with the proud. While He is irresist-
ably opposed to the proud, His favour is
shown to the humble. Wisdom counsels,
«Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God.”
Humility before God is not mere resigna-
tion. It is an active cooperation. It is not like
a resignation of oneself to illness, but sub-
mission to & physician from whom one will
receive treatment. Jesus, Himself, has prom-
ised that true humility will bring exaltation,
Tuke 14:11. God knows the deepest recesses
of our wills. He honors our trust and opposes
our self-confidence. No wonder James ad-
vises, «Submit yourselves therefore to God,”
James 4:74.
This part of the study may be applied in
this manner. The time may soon come (or
is, indeed, already here) when it would be
easier to pelieve nothing and do nothing
so as to be popular. Christians have little
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i M ill i :h a day. It
uestion about God’s will in suc ay. I
?s “Study to know the truth, then live 1,t'
and teach it in humble dedication to Me.
This kind of submission honors God.

III. VIGILANT CONGREGATIONS,
5:8-11.

Faithful Christians will produce faithful
congregations in all the churches. Peter gives
four reasons why Christians should be stead-
fast and faithful.

1. Adversary: Christians should be vigi-
lant because of their adversary, verse 8.
God’s people are challenged to be sober
(mentally self-controlled) and vigilant
(awake and watchful). They are challenged
by an opponent who is the devil. (The Greek
word for devil means “to traduce, slander,
accuse, defame.”) He ig described in a four-
fold manner, (1) He is dangerous—*a roar-
ing lion.” (2) He is hunting vietims—“walk-
eth about.” (3) He is determined to destroy
—"seeking whom he may devour.” (4) He is
equally threatening to all—“seeking (any-
one) whom he may devour.” No wonder
God’s people are called to alert watchfulness.
Satan must be resisted and opposed. How is
he repelled? By a confident trust in God and
a firm resolve that we will obey Him alone.
James writes thege words of encouragement,
“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist
the devil, and he will flee from You,” James
4:7. Satan is strong but Goq is stronger, I
John 4 :4,

2. Example: Christians should be vigilant
following the example of their brethren,
verse 9. Satan can be resisted Successfully !
The records of our predecessors in the faith
testify to thig truth. Reaq Hebrews 11 and
See tHe Biblical record of the “heroes of the
f;‘lrilglle }\lvahsobsuceessfgny Tesisted his attacks.
Copotad 1o t‘fn No time when Satan was not

€ Work of God. From the time
Ptation of Adam ang Eve in the

Garden of Eden unt
0 o
are read, Satan g the moment these words

/or S been trying to thwart
2;2 l‘,glt,(ﬁfseggﬁ Among men, Trialg today
Z ar K
Christian brethpen they have peen before.

€r generations

twentieth cep 0 can we of the

i ere hath ng

ltllloar:r“;i‘lin(}you- but sueh pq g com::i:)l:},t?;
: od is faith{u), Who wil]

fer you to e tem not suf-

able; but will wih fh % teillilov.s that ye are

ptation also make

—

r

a way to escape, that ye may be al‘)l?etoci’l ‘:‘s
it,” I Corinthians 10:13. Take courdt,1 'by i
tian brother, for the God who Stoot(()(]aS'~ He
people in times past stands by yOIIl,ord Tosiis
gives you victory through the

hrist ! ——
¢ 3. Strength: Christians should be véildure
because God will use the trials the::erse 1
to strengthen them in His grace, ar)” and
God is “the God of all grace (fﬂVOHis tried
will surely reveal His grace tO1f to lead
children. He has pledged Himse e them
them through troubles so as to v“}(‘riqls-
mature in things of the Spirit. If tri

He
em,

establish, strengthen, and 5%“: 12:11diﬂg of
leads on in that direction. Th however,

God is not only in the way qf trm'l, a1 glory.”
for He has called us “unto his eter (;1 believers
God can be counted on to l(;?tf all grace.
unto glory because He is the GO. " pegligent
No believer can afford to ng;: wonderful
about service in the face of suc 1 inspire
prospects. The hope of heaven ‘Shoseyvlce or
Christians to a most energetic qy for our
the Lord who makes heaven red gar heard,
coming. “Eye hath not seen, "orm-t of man,
neither have entered into the hfrep ared foT
the things which God hath I s 2:9. ‘
them that love him,” I Gormthll:l he vigilant
4. Doxology: Christians shoul 5 he
because it will glorify God, ve}ght
Christian is saved that he m]is
God, Ephesians 1:7. Such glory nureh, B
rendered to Him through His C]lory’ Chris-
sians 8:20-21. By living for His 810 "y qven

» in
tians point others to the Fathi‘lr Him also,
that they might come to Kno
Matthew 5:16.
QUESTIONS ate to €
1. How does today's study re

lessons of this quarter?

this
to
How does I Peter 3:15 relate

[

» in
study? i, 0 God
3. Who composes the “floc
today’s lesson? -
4. Who are the “elders”? — mﬂmfez\'_
5. What is humility? How léhrisfiﬂns >
G. In what sense are all N
amples to others? jgsive

=1

bm
How can Christians be SU
one another? -
8. Why does God hate prid ?t;e

Christmn‘s
9. What ig the nature of

.. theé
adversary? . ess 1D
10. What encourages faithfuld
Christian?
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