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all ages constitute the church and (2) those who believe that the
church had her beginning with Abraham. Neither of those con-
cepts, however, finds positive support in the Scriptures. The
church is unquestionably a New Testament institution.

Although Stephen’s sermon (Acts 7) contains a reference to
“‘the church in the wilderness,’’ a church (ekklesia) in the New
Testament sense is not intended. That body of people in the
wilderness is more correctly designated by the term ‘‘congrega-
tion’’ (as in I Chronicles 13:2) or “‘assembly’’ (as in Ezekiel
13:9).

At the Rapture, the local, visible bodies of scripturally bap-
tized believers (local churches) will come together into that one
body (the church in the aggregate), which is destined to become
the bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27). Since the church is to be
given in marriage to the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9), Israel cannot
be the church. She is the estranged wife of the Father (Hosea 2;
Isaiah 50:1). She will seek His favor again during the Tribulation
(Revelation 7:4-8) and will experience lasting reconciliation to
Him in the millennial and eternal ages (Hosea 2:19). As the wife
of the Father, Israel has known the most intimate of relation-
ships with Him. Through their union, she brought forth His Son
to be the Savior of the world (Revelation 12:1-6). Surely she will
not, in turn, be given to the Son in an incestuous and adulterous
relationship. Consequently, we know that Old Testament saints,
including Israel, are not in the church. The church had her
beginning in New Testament days. The questions must still be
answered, however, as to when and where in New Testament
days she was founded.

Different biblical settings have been proposed as the place
where the church began. Principal among those proposalg are
the following: Bethabara (a ford on the Jordan, sometimes
called Bethany), where John was baptizing (John 1:28-51); the
Sea of Galilee, where Peter, Andrew, James, and John were
engaged in fishing (Matthew 4:18-22); the mountain where the
apostles were chosen (Luke 6:13-16); and the house where the
disciples were assembled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2). All of
those places are significant in the history of the church.
Obviously, however, only one of them can be the place vxfhere the
church had her beginning. As an institution, the church is one or
a unity. She did not have a multiplicity of beginnings. There was
but one. Only one place can lay claim to that historic event.

In order to be thorough, however, there is ano}her .unS[lOI]
that must be considered: Could the church have arisen in a non-
biblical setting? There are those who feel sure that she did.
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ip their efforts to justify the existence of their local congrega-
tions: (1) They could have made a false claim to being the
original church established by Jesus during His personal
ministry, as the Roman Catholic Church has done. (2) They
could have attached no significance to the time or place of origin
of the church. (3) They could have argued that Jesus waited for
many years following His ascension before beginning to ‘‘build”’
His church. (4) They could have invoked the ‘‘restoration’’
concept. The weight of historical evidence has made the first
alternative infeasible for all except the Roman Catholic Church.
Since the Bible so clearly ties the church to Jesus as her author
and builder, the beginning of the church is highly significant.
The second alternative offered no refuge. The existence of local
congregations who were contending for the faith long before the
establishment of those denominations made the third alternative
a dangerous sanctuary for those who dared enter her portals.
That alternative has been almost unanimously shunned. Conse-
quently, the “‘restoration’’ claim has received wide usage among
those groups.

One verse of Scripture is sufficient, however, to show the
fallacy of the ‘‘restoration’’ claim. Jesus said in reference to His
church that ““the gates of hell [i.e., the powers of darkness] shall
not prevail against it”’ (Matthew 16:18). If the church ever
ceased to exist as an institution because of doctrinal corruptness,
the “‘gates of hell”” would prevail against her. Jesus said that
would not happen. The *‘restoration’’ claim is false. The
perpetuity of true churches from the days of Christ’s personal
ministry to the present can be historically documented.

Objectives

. To introduce the membership of the first church

2. To identify the founder of the church .

3. To investigate the time and place of the origin of the
church

—

Laying the Foundation

The importance of a study of the relevant factors in {he origin
of the church may be found in the answers to the following ques-
tions: (1) What has Christ done for the church? (2) What is
the church to do for Him? (3) To what group was the Great
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be true, the church alone has the authority to baptize,.such bap-
tism being administered through the church’s authorized agent
(who is usually the pastor). Such baptism would establish
fellowship with the baptizing body, making the persons so bap-
tized an integral part of that body. The ‘‘when’’ and the
“where”’ of the church’s origin is important to God’s people.

The future relationship of the church to Christ provides
another incentive for studying her history. That the relat10n§h1p
is to be intimate and beautiful is made quite clear l?y the Blbl_e.
The church at present enjoys a special relationship to Chn_st
as the object of His special care, but the present {elatlonshlp
does not compare with that relationship which wlll be expe-
rienced when the church becomes the bride of Christ (II porln-
thians 11:2; Ephesians 5:27; Revelation 19:7-9). The dlscgrn-
ing believer knows the value of that relationship and determines
to share its joys by being a member of the Lord’s church.

Let Us Reason Together

uestion — What is meant by the term church?

l(%eply — A terse, working definition of the term church may
be stated as follows: A church is a local, called-out congregatlﬁn
of baptized - believers covenanted together to uph_old the
doctrines of the Bible and to forward the cause of Christ. o

Question — Who were the charter members of the firs
church? .

Reply — No attempt will be made to identify by narlne ltlhet:
first members of the church. Rather, it js affirmed sm;l)) yt n?e
they were disciples of John the Baptist. Thgy had ecct),se_
believers through the preaching of the Baptist ar;ld,t ‘Sutrue
Quently, had been baptized by him. Granting that 1t.f‘a dlsto i
(and it is true), how can they be said to have qualifie
charter members of the church? _ .

That John’s disciples were true believers is cl?arly se:hf;)&t;l.lln
the Bible. John came preaching repentance for sin (Matba tiZii’l g,
2) and insisting upon evidence of repentance bqf?re edpin e
those who came to him (Matthew 3:8). The materials usf 1 the
formation of the first church met the qualification fo
believers, )

Since baptism had its beginning with Jo.hn'; ’lt"}}lnz a%l;e:::lroir;
Naturally arises: By what authority did he baptize’ e answer s
that he baptized by divine authority. He was a s;; ol
Sentative whom God sent forth to prepare the way OTJ e
(Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1; Luke 1:76-80). The apostle Jo
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Recall that John the Baptist had affirmed that the bride was
already in existence prior to Jesus’ calling of the four at the Sea
of Galilee (John 3:29). The church had experienced many things
with Jesus before that time. Acting upon His determination to
80 up to Galilee, Jesus and His five disciples left Judea (John
1:43) and went to a wedding in Cana of Galilee (John 2:1, 2).
There Jesus performed His first miracle, the turning of water
Into wine (John 2:1-11). Upon leaving Cana, Jesus made His
fl{st sojourn at Capernaum, accompanied by His kindred and
His disciples (John 2:12).

As the time of the Passover drew near, however, He and His
company returned to Jerusalem where He cleansed the temple
for the first time (John 2:13-22). While at Jerusalem, He had the
well-known interview with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21). Leaving
JerPSalem, Jesus and His band of disciples withdrew into the
regions of the Jordan where the dispute arose Over Jesus’
disciples baptizing more converts than John’s followers (John
3:22-36). John’s loyalty never faltered, however; he exalted
Jesus to his disciples.

Subsequently, John the Baptist reproved Herod for his
adulterous relationship with his brother’s wife. That resulted in
JOhn.’S imprisonment (Luke 3:19, 20). Upon hearing of the
Imprisonment, Jesus decided to return to Galilee (Mark 1:14;
Matthew 4: 12; Luke 4:14). As He and His disciples (the numb.er
of whom had increased considerably) passed through Samaria
on their way to Galilee, He had the encounter with the woman at
Jacob’s well (John 4:5-42).

After arriving in Galilee, Jesus began to preach in the
Synagogues and was enthusiastically received because of the
miracles which He performed (Mark 1:14, 15; Matthew 4:17;
Luke 4:14, 15). On one of His preaching tours, He returned to
Cana where He performed another miracle. It was there that He
healed the nobleman’s son (John 4:46-54). From Cana He went
to Nazareth where He had been brought up (Luke 4:16).

As His custom was, He entered into the synagogue on the sap-
bath day. He stood up to read Isaiah 61:1, 2. When He laid
claim to being the one in whom that scripture was fulfilled, the
wrath of the Jews was aroused, and they sought to cast Him out
Otf the city. He evaded them, however, and disappeared from
their midst (Luke 4:17-31). ;

From Naéareth He wen)t to Capernaum where He e_5t2_1b115hed
a residence (Matthew 4:13-16). At Capernaum, His C_hSC‘PieS (at
least some of them) returned to their former occup_atlonsl; t V\l/_all:
in that setting that Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee where
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Personal Challenges

1. Study the materials in the chapter until they have become a
part of you. Every believer should have a depth of under-
standing about the church because of her importance in this
age and in the ages to come.

2. If your church has a library, determine if the books listed as
references at the end of this chapter are a part of it. If they
are not, consult your pastor about the possibility of obtaining
them. Once they are in your library, make sure that you study
them. A good book on the shelf is of little value. The
contents of a good book in the head can be of great value.

3. Thank God each day for providing His church as an agency
of strength and service.
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to church reja; € essential to salvation, it is viewed as necessary
Both (e, ionship and to obedience to God.
appear to haye bersal, visible and the invisible church theories
Outstanding of e oyanced by Augustine (353-430), the most
ceived of the the early. Catholic theologians. Augustine con-
who gave rnggnr‘I‘_/[f{rsa], VlSible_ church as being made up of those
teachings. The ¢ ition to the bishops and who submitted to their
1o convey the iderm Ca’hqllc means ‘‘universal.’’ It was chosen
One must pelon ca of a single, world-wide ‘‘church’ to which
chosen because %hln order to be saved. The term visible was
knpwn and idem'f(-)se who submitted to the bishops could be
rejected the ynj ified by man. The Catholic Church, as such,
and broyghy tIversal, invisible theory, but the idea was revived
leaders- Acco d(? prominence by Luther and other Protestant
COmposed ofrt}:ng to L.uther, the universal, invisible church was
term inyisip| e genuinely devout in the visible church. The
genuinely d € was _ChOsen because only God could know the
The univevout, since only He could know the heart.
Roman ¢ tgrS{ﬂ, visible church theory is held today by the
Off from lg olic Church and by certain groups \yhlch branchgd
view of ome. Though not directly stated, that 1s ql§o the basic
of the Church of Christ. The universal, visible theory
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Poses observable condition
Into ““the church”’
For admission into
to be met include t
church dogma, wi
the sacraments,

s, the meeting of which admits one
wherein salvation is said to be experienced.
the Roman Catholic Church, the conditions
he demonstration of a minimal proficiency in
"IEE subsequent admission to the privileges of

: L ¢ sacraments are those church privileges
:‘}Ixtlcghirriﬁlal?ef} to have saving or sanctifying efficacy. Among
sacraments is bl;l f_ges considered by Roman Catholics to be
certain church otl")f]s~m' Baptls_m, which must be administered by

The same clai 1C121115.0n1y’ Is seen as prerequisite to salvation.
Christ. That rc:n relative to baptism is made by the Church of
tion and thatg Val;‘l:j c{: ntends that baptism is essential to salva-
Church of Christ ls lap't 1Sm can be administered only by the
of Christ. That 'th y ‘(,;atlon Is said to be restricted to the Church
visible church th ¢ Church of Christ holds to the universal,

i €Ory may be seen in the fact that there is no such

thing as trap
sfer :
gregation to anothof church membership from one local con-

baptized into church ILis contended that a person who has been
Christ,”” that ;lsr - relat‘fmsmp is a member of ‘‘the Church of
relocating, g perszie ha"“}g a universal connotation. Upon
the activities of 5 i may simply state a desire to participate in
so. given local congregation and commence to do
Baptists, in
church theory g%rllleral,. do not subscribe to the universal, visible
There are Bapiist ce}fe 'S 1O such thing as “‘the Baptist Church.”’
institution i the urches. Baptist may refer to the church as an
universal, visib]e fgge"%}fensq but never to her being a large,
held almogt Y. *he universal, invisible church theory is

Tesulted from thejy fo Y Protestant groups. The theory

only one b(; ding in two forms,. mV(i)SSieble theory conceive of the
Y of Christ which ig mzfjr: 0.?; IS;iStliha[-: therei;
all the save

(known only by God) and constituting the church in her
universal, invisible form. The local congregations, thought of
merely as manifestations of the mystical (invisible) body of
Christ, are considered as the church in her other form — the
local, visible form.

Objectives

. To identify the form, or nature, of the church

. To clarify some difficult scriptural passages

. To rectify some errors resulting from the universal,
invisible church theory

DN =

w

Laying the Foundation

Since Baptists almost unanimously disavow the universal,
visible church theory on the basis of biblical teaching, no further
consideration will be given it in this discussion. Rather attention
will be focused upon the other two concepts of church form in
an effort to establish the true nature of the Lord’s church.

That the true nature of His church can be known is beyond
doubt. Jesus said, ‘“Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free’’ (John 8:32). Paul stated the same principle
when he said, ““A/l scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect
[complete], throughly furnished unto all good works” (11 Tim-
othy 3:16, 17). The man of God can be “‘complete,’’ altogether
equipped for all good works. It is possible for him to know the
Lord, His institutions, and His will for mankind. To say that it
is a simple matter to know the nature of the church, however, is
to be less than candid. All students of the Bible must admit that
there are passages which are difficult to interpret. Nevertheless,
if the apostle Peter’s statement that ‘7o prophecy of .the scrip-
ture is of any private interpretation’ (I1 Peter 1:20) is kept in
mind, the local, visible nature of the church becomes clear. Paul
W. Byers, in his book Unto Him Be Glory, has well said tl}at ““to
depend entirely upon a few difficult passages to establish the
universal, invisible church theory, or any theory, is to manifest
a weakness in that position.”” The arguments advanced by
advocates of the universal, invisible theory make it apparent that
they have done just that.
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that generically she is singular, existing in only one form. She is
identifiable from any other body.

Ekklesia is from ek, ‘‘out of,”’ and kaleo, ‘‘to call.”” An
ekklesia is a called-out assembly. The word occurs 114 times in
the Greek New Testament. Three times it refers to an unlawful
political assembly (Acts 19; translated ‘‘assembly’’ in the King
James Version), once to Israel in the wilderness (Acts 7:38), and
90 times to the local Christian congregation. Those 90 references
are to local Christian assemblies. Seventeen times the locality is
given (cf. I Corinthians 1:2); 35 times the word is plural (cf.
Galatians 1:2); 38 times the context makes the local sense clear
(cf. I Corinthians 11:18).

That leaves only 20 possible instances, out of 114 usages, in
which ekklesia could refer to anything other than a local
assembly. Some of those instances could very well have a local,
visible connotation. For example, the word ‘‘church’’ in
Matthew 16:18 is used in the generic or institutional sense. That
Jesus meant a local, visible assembly is clear from Matthew
18:15-20. There an aggrieved person was charged to tell his
troubles to his church. Such an act is possible only if the church
is local and visible. There is good reason to believe that the other
usages are also in the generic, abstract, or institutional sense.
Ephesians 5:23, for example, states, ‘“The husband is the head
of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body.’’ Many people say that the church men-
tioned there is universal and invisible, but not the husband or
wife. How can one determine that? Nowhere in the context is
such a distinction made. Singular nouns, such as church, often
refer to all of a given kind. To illustrate, in Ephesians Paul
spoke about flesh, mind, workmanship, understanding, heart,
and faith. In every such case the singular stands for the plural,
that is, all of a kind. It NEVER stands for one big universal,
invisible monstrosity. It thus seems logical to treat the word
church with equally good sense.

Returning to the basic meaning of ekklesia, we finq that it
designates an assembly of people. There is a geographlcal. con-
tent in the term. It refers to a gathering of people in a partlcul_ar
geographical location. The very meaning of the term exgludes its
usage in a universal, invisible sense. There is no such thing as all
of the saved being assembled in one place upon earth.'lf they are
never all assembled, they do not constitute an ekkles:a.'lf all qf
the saved are not present in an assembly, the term um.vertvql is
not appropriate. A gathered assembly cannot be invisible
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baptizing of_ you baptize me”’ philosophy. John the Baptlst’s
b M converts before the church began has been cited as a
howeyor tI}zrecedent for such a practice. It should be noted,
S at John the Baptist was sent by God with a special
Preparin on to baptize (John 1:33). His was the responsnblhty of
i ing'm.atenal with which Jesus would begin His church. No
Sibilit J1v1dual has hz}d a similar commission and respon-
Suppo};.t }j)hn the Baptist cannot be us;d as an e).camplfr.to
s the theory of individual authority. Neither 15 pocty
pport for the theory found elsewhere If the Scriptures. One

en as individuals, any
functions of the com-
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much less fulfill their obligations of ““baptizing them’’ and Odf
leaching them o observe all things”’ that the Lord ha
commanded? Had the Lorq asked too much of them? Was 1S
accomplishment beyond the bounds of possibility? There is 19
cvidence that any of the group thought so. There seems rather t0
have been an cager acceptance of the challenge — so much 0
that th gospel rapidly spread throughout Europe and Asia as
the dlsc1ples. “went every where preaching the word’’ (Acts 8:4).
h The task is sl grea! There is still much to be done. Ma“i
ave not hearq. Many have not been taught. If the sam

undaunted spirit th : urs,
: at cha nbeo
1t can be done, racterized the early church ca

en'cl":frfalzgmttxde of the task should not discourage us. It Shos:ﬁ
Was the cage “ 1}1156 the resources available to us. No dOl{bt [the
Great Commizvl't the early_church. The promise attending ¢
ing the chall S10n was a prime stimulus to the members ?Ccepu
e Ot the Lord said, “Lo, 7 am with 0
Hee end1 of the world’*? Were not all th;?r%;
) Supply their needs? okl
Power blz té)glrs after the Holy Ghostel(ljasd cvc:lr(r)l:lgpon them (ACtS
eing w;\th them assured them of those things, SO thec);
¥ Kl tu51asm. They realized that some would 80 t :
; O another Place, and still others to another:
or'd Allow Him to be with everyon:
T the task. They rejoiced in ist”’
(p?ilipplans 4:13). Y could “do gy ””"18;, ’h’JO“gh 2y

HiS pres HIS
: a : €nce an 7 Are
tions s ny !e§s plentify]s Y less real to us

With us! His resources are 5”[!
- Let yg haevgr?.aF' but the resources are mofn
& ion, ¢ faith. The Lord’s church ¢4

accepts tp il
8rowth ¢ Sults are su % Cha”enge of her commission

€ ear] . HIStory  confi The
a Y ch onfirms that fact. :
clear €Xam ; urch jp gra‘ce, knoWleng, anazi numbers 15
in prayers ' Ne€ a”dfellowe;,s.h 'P “continyeq stedfastly in the
sho i s The L Sp, and in breaki d, an
Should pe saveq*: ord adgey ‘o axing of bread,

15ed regy|q JCts 240 the church daily such as
ot returp |, to i PeOple acce'p( d is faithful. He has Promli
r > m 2 3 1 5
c(l:lt:rr h brmging his Vsold (Isaiah 55:1 ?)c}?}l]]enge' I._hs Word w;”
€h can |5 nch o w_l;/]es With hig’ (F’se lweeﬂggsso‘gl)cr'lvyhe
"h the agg,,, alm :5, 6).
an

€€ of success. The task is
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great; the resources are adequate; the results are sure. What
more can we ask?

Let Us Reason Together

Question — Does the church have a commission? )
Reply — Dr. Scofield (and others) insisted that the church is
Without a commission. He contended that the Great Commis-
SIon was given to the apostles only, since it was given befgre
Pentecost, the time which he advocates as the date of the begm-
ning of the church. When one claims that the church came Into
eXistence on the day of Pentecost, he has to agree with Dr.
Scofield that the church is without a commission. It was shown
" chapter 1, however, that the church had her beginning during
¢ Personal ministry of Jesus Christ. The church’s begmnmgt
Was during the early part of His personal ministry. The Gtrlea
ommission was given to the eleven as a church, not as apos §§
he Bible refers to them as a church in reference to t,he Lord’s
Singing with them at the institution of the Lord’s Supper
ebrews 2:12; Matthew 26:30). If the commission was glvehn c‘)‘;
the eleven as apostles, the authority ceased wntl} the deat e
those men, and no one has commission authority today. ho
know that such is not the case. Dr. Scofield and t'hos: ¥he
Support his position must be counted wrong on that 1ssu i‘ssiOﬂ
church does have a commission. She receivectjhthat comm
directly fro ring His stay upon earth. :
Quezlionriji’f/lll;?gre tghe functiyons of the church relative to
€r commission? : ]
Reply — The functions of the church are thosf t(l;(l)l:x%[sl'lfsl:laorny
Sel forth and those things inferred by thedGbrea;he Great Com-
any of those things which are only inferre )(liiscussion of the
Mission are clearly set forth elsewhere. For a L ectsary that
functions of the church to be coglplrehenswe, iti )
the inferred things be considered also. : lorify God.
The chief and }gﬂghest function of the Chufjlhe l;:i?ngary purpose
€ Scriptures repeatedly point that out 33'21_ 11 Thessalonians
of the church (Romans 15:6, 9; Ephesians hat. "f faithfully per-

.12). So fundamental is that function t'Il be carried out. The
formed, the other duties of the church wi

- Philip-
& : h 4:237 24’
church glorifies Him by worshiping Him (J[grirtl”ies Him through
Pians 3:3; Revelation 22:9). The church |%>rifies Him by godly
Prayer and praise (Psalm 50:23). She 8

itful
icularly, by fruit
living (Titus 2:10; I Peter 2:9) a?‘d',';‘ﬁ;fes aCr}tC:f!uby fulfilling her
g oo g
service (John 15:8). The churc
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glission — by doing those things which she was instituted 0
o.

God has a right to expect His church to glorify Him. He ga¥¢

His Orll_y_begonen Son to purchase the church so that He might
be glorified in an

He glorified d through her. While the Son was in the W?erl ;
o sagd - led the Father. He expects His church to fill that 10 h'eir
gl SE}I): that the churches do not always glorify God m(; di
not authorier orten they engage in activities which the Lord €%
God’s “;)rlge. Every activity should be examined in the-hghco
= throorh before being initiated. Churches can glorify
The chug hthose avenues which He has ordained. ul
fited 1 1]1;C also has the function of edifying herself. Pah
apostles phesians 4:11, 12, 14 that God gave to the Chur;e
perfectin prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers /07 !
2CCHNg of the saints, for the work of the ministry, JOT fhe
body of Christ: . . . that we henceforth be no
wind of doctr; tosfed t0 and fro, and carried about with €v€'),
i W(ej are to understand that the meglbe:;n(;t
the : indoctrinated so that they can stand agal’
min}c]ieislsl‘eer? z}i,r:und them. Paul, no doubt, haﬁ the same thing {lr;
Up”’ in Christ S(l:)Oke about Christians being ‘‘rooted an but
doctrines, the e(d.?l(_Jssxans 2:7). In this age of so many strange
tion of the churclhyl}?g of her membership is an important fu“ce—
The public aCh member of the church should be aware
: chu _Services should serve that purPos
Individuals, however, the mem gr
‘°mselves up in the most holy faith b)t’
f the chureh 1rc. StUdY (Jude 20). Relative to th%
o o el e
€M, ang te 2 € graces of the Christl
Service of Chris?.c’}’1 them to COoperate with one another in !
Another functiop of t

€ iS he . ) . :
“holyto Purge herge)f o, church is that of purifying herself

and wl.tho hOSe things which keep her from beil’lg
of correcting 1o YP€ Of purg; (Ephesians 5:27). The Father Pe’”

Corint;il:n IS People whgen th € uses chastening as a meaIIS_
i o Derfornj 1 :32). Each believ:y 0 astray (Hebrews 12:6°1 7

addit: N his own 13 I has a type of ing that h¢
merﬁtﬁs’}ﬁam local chl?rgrﬁsm Corinthiang 7: . Tehn 3:3). In
church - That js ¢ 'eSponsible for the purging of hef

discip}; €ac :
Orderly m‘ﬁl?f 2 JE the chS?chpllI‘Shed through the exercise 9
With ; S€ tO dicrint: as m is-
the Scrlptures, sh;i ‘isscnplme their os,r:t;?\fz vgho wgiléaice
L0 exercige her bib]iczll?e:sgnsibility

4?2

‘

of church discipline. The teaching ministry of the church is a
Vital aspect of her discipline program. However, if she has those

aGmo?g her membership who refuse to abide by the teachings of
od’s Word and who reject all other efforts of the church to
correct their erring ways, then church fellowship should be
withdrawn from them. The early church practiced church
Scipline. The church of today is not excused from that duty
Salatt‘hvaw 18:17; I Corinthians 5:6-8, 13; Romans 16:17; 11 Thes-
suc%mal-]S 3:6, 14; Titus 3:10, 11). In those scriptural passages,
cau things as divisions, heresies, and immoralities are listed as
thoses f_or discipline. It is to the shame of many churches that
macsie things are common in their memberships and no attempt 1s
ch € to correct them. In this day of laxness and looseness in the
u'rch-es’ discipline needs to be emphasized anew. The task of
Purifying herself is still a function of the Lord’s church.
W fourth function of the church is that of evangelizing the
1orld. Nowhere in the Scriptures is the church commaqdefi’ to
Convert”’ the world, but she is commanded to “evapgehze it.
woel Great Commission directs the church to go m.to -all\lxlﬂr]}(:
16:1 d to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19; o
155 Acts 1:8). Towering above all other means for the ma még
T dls-CipleS stands the preaching of the gospel (Romans 1:16;
Orinthians 1:21; Romans 10:12-17). We can easily se¢ from
€ Scriptures why the church is to “‘preach the gospel to eve:y
Creature.” Ave qli to go beyond the confines of the logal arc}? rce)
Preach: the gospel? Obviously, they are not; otherwise, W }fes
Would be the local church and the local witness? The chxgicsm
O, Nevertheless, have the responsibility for world .eviaz)nngs o
od calls certain ones into the special service of mlsisn ass.ocia-
1i0e rTSponSib“ily of the churches (eithlez)smgly or
Nal capacity) to send them (Acts 13:1-4). S
orld evanyg)elization calls for something fro(;n ;g§:2?28—38;
It requires that they study the needs of the worl é o ons.
atthew 9:36-38), that is, that they study t.h.e neftc?)r gt at
It urges upon the churches the responsn.blhty o R igates ok
More laborers will be sent (Matthew 9:38). I rers can be
Member to give financial support sO that tholst JaD e itates the
Sent (Philippians 4:15-18; Romans 10:15)l.nission e lds (Mark
8oing forth of those who are called to theho ssior illing to give
L Va1 4y, THehrel .mc':mbel" »l‘:i Gf called) stands }:2
10 missions or to go to the mission t;:fjrch % debtor to ¢
Opposition to the will of God. The €

: hole world 2
world. She is under obligation to giV¢ the ¥

hrist. If the €
tunity to hear the gospel and to accept C

‘
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the lost around the world will not hear and will not ha'Vl;: a
opportunity to be saved (Romans 10:13, 14). Dare she i "her
A function of the church which is closely rela{C.d [O[hose
responsibility to evangelize the world is that of baptizing ntia
who have been saved (Matthew 28:19). Baptism is not essebeeﬂ
to salvation, but it is an obligation of those who have Jesus
saved. By it the believer identifies himself with the Lord rec-
Christ, declaring his faith in Christ’s death, burial, and FSLY

: . ver’s being
ton (Romans 6:4). Baptism is a prerequisite to a believer ®
admitted into the rj

o f the

! ghts and privileges of a church 0 rc

Jesus Chn_st. The Scriptures clearly teach that there is n° Ch3,u:27§

rlxl]embershlp apart from baptism (Acts 2:41; Galalléns glor)'
omans 6:3, 4). Since it is God’s will that He receive

through th

tism
e church (Ephes; ] e SR bap
becomes obvious. (Ephesians 3:21), the imp

Every b?lie\'er should be anxious to know what it takes Lo 5?r?g
Se‘l““te oiPtural baptism. Dr. J. E. Cobb listed the fOllO%
sc’i‘;ﬁzi [m his book, Brief Studies in Christian Docl'rme‘.)
into wate ‘R the dipping, submerging, or immersing al su0”
Ject — 4 fb(R_oman§ 6:4; Colossians 2:12), (2) a scripti’ (urd
x eliever in the Lorg Jesus Christ, (3) 4 Sc.ﬂ'pmm
administyraToa church of the Lord Jesus Christ (4) a4 Scrhz by
one of the " — one who has been scripturally authoriz

hes, (5) a scriptural design — ! ¢

trayal of thé‘grdfs churc
url;} :[nd Teésurrection of the Lord from tms 9
their proof ; . ©'ement — water. All of those elemen ;
ns : ver
Jesus Christ, Sh:ir;thulr.es: Wher} a church baptizes a be leLOr i
losely relateq tu iling an important function for the next
unction, The churght'he church’s edifying herself 15 the he
Lord _ ¢ € youn S 1o educate those who are won eac
them 4 5pg Rsz*nd others who come her way. She is 10 ¢ ded
W 28:20) all things whatsoever’’ He has commar the
fSunday g erefore, there can be no doubt as € in
the chureh chools, Training Seryi ourses !
e s tg ervices, and study ¢ of the
Clive teaching agencies O an
Cliever 5 VEVer, shouja norted by every member. Christ
= hilipp; ue DOt stop there. Paul direct€ cthy
(Philipp; Interested j f wo
pu ; Ppia in all types O
& s igher equegyios 48): in that is included the duty ©
Minarj ea Vi:n Allits phages, Bible schools, colleg®®”
St e 'Otlld Tes avaspt al place jp the teaching ministry 1 | g
&t r 1ad their schools for the [ralﬂlns
Si e (I Kings 6; 1-7). Such SChO%e
Secular educatjon is often of ¢

a4

CHRISTIAN
COLLEGES

SEMINARY




type which turns
church is under
he
it.

: th, the
iritual tru for
from God and sp cation f
pfk:)(l)ipl:tiao“r/lafo supply Christian elcliuwho desiré
0 . .
I members and to gextend its opportunities to a

. is to performm.
God has still other functions which the _Cnhuifg?ce in the \xr']c;rrlch
It is her responsibility to serve as a restraln}lmfiacterize the ¢ e
Some of the metaphors used by Jesus to ¢ e -arth ™ ant i
make that clear. The church is ““rhe salt 0{3’ her influence li)p'
light of the world’’ (Matthew 5:13-16).h l}c/is back the deve
testimony she preserves social order and ho

. dg_
he ju
: n that t
ment of lawlessness. Her presence is the reaso
ment of Gogd

23).
1 18221
does not fall upon the world (Giléetslllse church out
Before God pours out His judgment, He will ta

ble
is invalua
of the world (] Thessalonians 4:16, 17). The church

to the world, alth

rld.
. the wO!
ough her valye is unaDPre,Cla[e?ob{et her 1ig
Appreciated Or not, the church is to continue
shine, to hold for

e
W : .16), to serv
th the Word of life (Philippians 2:16)
as the custodiap

- thians
. 1 Corinthia:
of the truth (I Timothy 3:15; 11

:19), ang to contend for the fa
to see, God

Is
d fal
ith (Jude 3). What the rw;);{e &
5¢es. He will reward the Shpreh tor He 6:10)-
Testraining foree in the worlq_ tians O .,
he church g 0 promote g that is good (Gfalliafe should 4
Although they haye never felt that other phases o
lgl'lored, Baptistg h

the prl
ave traditionally contended that
Mmission of ¢ i

or
: supp

"0 Is spiritual. The church is to o B
seek to Promote the soei n acco
welfare of the COmmunity, The church Csanot allow
uch for Jesys through thoge means if she doe
Such thingg 10 become Primary,

er €Xample int

esus
She will do well to lete;llt ab
Oing h area as wel| a5 in all others. Je.sus“;val mission
1038, 450 Eh i is princi
(Acts 10:384 tonever lost sight of Wi p
elp to th

ial
» matef
2 € alwayg Subordinateq physical and

€ Spirityg)

: ook) Le(‘tur

1llustrated th

€s in System
€ role of

. n
hiess€
atic Theology, H. C. T
o
€ shoylg devg such

m-
e | ogra!
aClivities in the church’s pr e prif-
Ciple g UTselves to socia] service on the sam
Street o an picks

IS entjr

3 he
. in t
P sharp nails that he finds
o h1§ Work., 1t ;

tis one thing for him to [(}jlil' 10

S ol Ndding the Streets of nails, an@! ane main

task Ut = 5 as he cap, Withoyt interfering with his sub-
Ordinateq 1 ee Work ¢ reformation must be defimtel-y fin

Rerself i gor® Work o SVaNgelizatioy, »» The church will Ips-

0};15 Crror jf ¢ € devoteg all her time to social he peS

Crself algq in errop if she Neglects those phas

46

of life. She h

ays
t her alw
as a responsibility there, but le

T€member that

it is a secondary respo.nshlt_)lht)gf sromoting the
uestion Who has the responsibility

: ) :
Variouys functions of the church?

ight of
1 oversigh
X the genera ct of
— is God’s man for > in every aspe
a &il’r'c’h (AII‘fz"S‘-Z‘%’. o TR beealip &
church jjfe (I Timothy 5:17), yet hehglneg]eczs the mlmsfor
€Ncumbereq with secondary things that ordained to care nt
of the Word (Acts 6:1-4). Deacons were nis have an impor(;abe
secondary Mmatters (Acts 6:5-8). The dearf)ogram. They ShOlﬂzotal
Place in the bromotion of the church p h’s fulfilling her long
Men who are concerned about the churc ver, does not be (t)ire
Tole in the world. The responsibility, ho“tgilon’gs to [.he' e'I:jual
10 the Pastor and deacons alone. It mposed of lndlWsure
membership. Since the church is Cof each member to z.agn of
believerS, it becomes the responsibility Octions. Each funthlemed
that hj church carries out all of her fun1' hted. How con tion-
€ church g important; none is to l?ehs lﬁur church is fu::ic Iis
are you about the ef ficiency W;:h ‘Z,}llllcshc);uld be concre\firéZs,. and
ing? f a church, y hurch se jority
reiretﬂsﬂa rl?g\r:/?ve;ro that attendance a!:1d(;cates that a m:tg ?’0“’
especiall; at church, business meetlnisc’elrn If that is [rjl:ﬁ)
i o ; tter job.
Of church members are lacking in h to do a bette n?
Ip your church to er mission?
€Come concerned. M ]t)hi church fails in ];not fail; neit f Asia
uestion — What if institution wil hes O
Rebly — The church as an institu ‘the seven Churc3) When &
many of the locq] churches. Two Oc{ (Revelation 2, 3).
Teceiveq only praise from the Lor

The

suffers. K-

’nvolveq The bac

: everyone 1 ching. ividual

e oo P, SIS g T
Saved remain

ction. nd the
of corre God, a
: : for lack d of
shdd%n remain Wr?‘g;a{ge chastening han
Members come u

church not
ma od does nO
i :5; 3:16). Gi e s
en cease (Revelation 2:5; There
. y ev

. due H hurch can
soh i justly ¢ he cht and

: hich is so fail. ctions

Teceive glory and horzolr(ewfor a chUTChk;%ws hefrfi‘::,e success-

SImply too much at s "; each membefl ing her ac

(and will) succefc:e‘:sgnsibimy for help

accepts persona

hee will

pter-
Personal Challenges
e

s ha
s [hls C
ined in
- coﬂtal
£ church functions
3 c
1. Review the list 0

Think of others.

: our
: hich ¥ t
th W tha
fficiency Walpproach
luating the € not
in eva 5
2. Join your class

nctions.
church fulfills her fu

47




evaluation from a n

o
osit1v
i map
egative standpoint but fro
one. Let the ey

ans

avs and me

aluation take the form Off“?i)vsea eSS

. C .

which your church cap become more effe church’s b'US'_'Len

3. Personally take an active interest an }Oﬁrl a church 15 g]s
Meeting. It is in her business meetings t é:jircclion which
direction. Do yoyr part to assure that the

inté
; od-appo!
takes will help her to faithfully fulfill her G

function.

el of
: ive chann
4. Pray for your church daily. Prayer is an effecti

church power.

References . publish'
. tis

Byers, p. w Unto Him Be Glory. Texarkana: Bap

Ing House, 1974,
Cobb, j E. B

T xarkan®”
- e

g rief Studies in Christian Doctrine.

Baptist Publish

shing House, 1957 (out of print)
ellar, G p

on-
, Jacks
c ) 5'
g - L. The Chyrch Attending God’s Busines
ville: North A

(out
. n.ag.
s ry,
merican Baptist Theological Seminary ad
9f print) - Gra
T essen, |, C. Lectures in Systematic Theolog

Rapids: w, B

1949-
* ©. Eerdmang Publishing Company,

48




——— e — g e

4

The Finances
of the Church

ve omit’® h S,e’

and anise gpnq cummin, and haand fait

€IS of the Iqw, Judgment, mertC'l;Vé other ¥

Ought ye 4 have done, gnd not to leave o

Matthew 23,53y he receive
“Here Men that gie receive tithes; but there

of whom it is Witness

7:8)-
ed that he liveth’’ (Hebrews

n.don ¢

h ther™

Points of Difference
The Missjop of t

el
goSp B
ing of the )
he chyrep calls for the l?r‘?achll;gnnot
Y Creatyre Mar ‘15). That mission ¢
Pleteq In any Particyla,
church in e

ibility ©7 7y

Neration; it is g respo'nSl(};;aia 1. lbe
very 8eheration until Jesus comes agamhe 2psPe ke

2 Mark | L mission requires that t nty, sta,ng

Preacheq ; COUsly i gpos local community, cou dertakl st

Dation, arounq e World (Acts 1:8). Such an un

necessnates fi Nceg

Souls,

throy

jons. Loy
95t unbelieyaple proporti

> Deed tq

1

ve
€ saveq. They can b.e f;?th o
esug Chrigt (Ephesiang &ty Dt
Meanpg Of the 20spe] (R
necessary funqg should be

The
Omans 1:16; 10:14’e117c)an
Taiseq g that the gosp

50

a
God have
ised? Does

Preached. How are those funds to be raise

Plan i

itv? ination
. : uity?’ " bina
n left to his own e bion );ngly 251 c-Onl] de state
» OT is ma have been used either s se means inclu ithing,
t o= s rr;leanso ?am of the church. Thzmerlai“ment];:we\’er'
uppn POt e %emures, solicitations, atedly arises, keeping
Su%pfort, b.‘illSlr}?siin s. The question repéod and are m[he basis
& ree»yxh 9 tehodgs .are approved by h. Therein hesh
a\ljitt}?t\}?h‘c tm: and dignity of the cthCg 'of the churﬁ rch and
€ natur : in : u
for qig, 'eement regarding the fmancseparatlon @ cist’S charge
5 t'gt have traditionally taught sed upon Chr Caesar’s;
stape sts ha hing that doctrine is b*; ings which are 1, along
oa‘?r.endzlrrtthejrcefori unto Caesar th(ej 5 (Matthew 22: of other
. God’s umber ol n of
an things that gre o .An ratio
wigl unt;})1 God thhe scrilgD tural mJUnc[lOn:n oted the sep;l union of
¢ other suc however, have not pro ve called for s been the
hurch ang 2 ogontrériwise, they h? r example, hain several
the tyq ¢ Roman Catho ies. She still has f church-sta
1 maﬁy Co}lnr::trlzzs{ng DUIbEL O
» although an i
trie

h,
churc

5 2 AS [he axes le i,
- & hitr relanonshlp-ort from thet Constitu
S are d;ssk?lvmg itved financial supp hat the
OWever, she has rece

Upop

t f a Sta[e
ite the fact ent O s)
ion. Despite blishm roup
the Eeneral popumtlox;ohibits the eSstasome °the; igndirecf
i, e Uniet S rents e = rosgh s
Chure » the Catholj o

llars
r tax do buses).
S1JOYS the benefit of some of you school

2 giVen 7 uy
id is often B O e ancia
aid tq Parochial schools. Sucr::l?:lplements't(hesgto aldst:gh ought
i ical structures an ther fai resy. :
ng of Physical s U ersons of O to be he Jution
State support requf"e;;l’t they consider partial SO0
¢ Propagation of w atleastall’ =, ¢ fact
DOt to bet ) business worlfch? Som?ni so. ngge in
's competition in the ncing the chgidently.théhufch Il know,
1o the Problems of m:;d persol“sdfe Catholic
lngltvrircliual lc;::l:lc:;rsl’gregations of
any

11k
A of t
S .
nown.
ises is well ktrollm.
i f business enterpris .
a variety of by

into
ons I
are the ccorporatl by "en-;udivld“a
1. however, 1 major % coffel' 1

t just as rea ,h in severa eir ¢

O'mon Churc

la
for d’s P
ill th Iso G
rch groups f,'“be s orlztli is not nd in
Slmilarly, Other glrlllcli Such Catl)u_c,inesS w

¢ business w .

b ag
oy in the . ed mm
Churcheg Compemlﬁ:r::h- tice men;::’onugh rC";lod’s pla
or supporting the ¢ £ the p'raC funds ;1 js not

dified form o to AL s e
hA rrtl1os which See(‘i( cake-wal
churche an
church suppers,

51




. es
: : S : n it come
financing the church. The writer is not a fanatic ;Vh: project 15
to such schemes. In the case where a special clas
involved, he perso

mage
nally sees no harm in a bakery Sa.le’f(?r”:cake'
sale, or church supper. The same thing cannot be said hurch an
Wwalk. The gambling overtones should rule it out for (; d out as
individual Christians alike. They should all be T ot that
the primary source for church support. The Lord is

haphazard in providing for the needs of His church. rs of the
Soliciting donations from those who are not mem beh folks-
church is another areq of disagreement among chqrcopinions
Some think that the practice is acceptable, basmg.thelr from the
upon the fact that eyeryone benefits, at least socially, ctice —
work of the church. Others strongly disagree with the Prafor )
the writer is one sych person. That disagreement 1S

rld t0
Simple reasong: (1) It is not the obligation of the WO
Support the work

the

of the church. That obligation falls upggver_

Membership of the church. (2) Such solicitations are poor rt the

tsement for (he church. Can the membership not suppopor[?

C}Lurcm Must the church resort to outside help for her Slé)p non-

meosg and relateq questions may well arise in the mmdsh suffers
witr}? tﬁzsv“e/?;) are solicited. The reputation of the churc

inging groups, plays, and acr %b
t types of entertainment Use.n'a
ment center; she is an illum! <reaS
mote immorality; she is to 1N o

Practices beneath the dignity the

Ot an €ntertain
gh;n‘mel.. She jg not to pro
Plritug] - Are not tho

church 560

tion

m
h O not they take away froely the
0rd is net plea:eghu_rches rather than adding to it? Surf
Althoy 1th such, . me
unds, molslt g]] Ay employ Other means of raising Scl))er—
holP 5 the pripn: 1S depeng upon the tithes of their mem \o
has beep true, poy SC'IUFCe of church support. I—Iistoricalltllyt
'S positjy MY it is trye, ¢ 5 d for whic
accepys | Pport 1s a metho
glVing I

. vers
ne of firm: Criptures. Not everyone, howi‘ the
th f the tithe y Uthing, ¢ is contended by some tha der
Ae IaF, but thy, it Zigod’s Plan for the nation of Israel gﬁrc
Srt?tew! o eringssl Ot apply tq Christians in the C
. Uting G4, alon
Said tq gi od’g

ons

p © are championed by those pe;§7 is

purpoSet;;e SUpporg ot an for &ving. Second Corinthians :ghe

in p; = Concept. ”Every man according @ Of

/ Gog [O,efz fet him 8ive; not grudgingly orrse
ceerful giver,* Does that Ve

52

. s how much
teach that each person is free to decide how l}u‘ledotrhat verse by
he is 1o give? The writer thinks not! Paul e ilso sparingly;
Saying, “He which soweth sparingly shall r"”p[ g pountifully”
nd he which soverh bountifully shall reap a,s.o nd offerings?
Verse 6). Was not he teaching the giving of mlj-w,ao/' necessity”’

as not he teaching sacrificial giving? The (r)lild-Of God is to
Phrase Probably refers to the bare minimum a ¢ s will be shown
B¢ — the tithe or tenth. Biblical command, as ch under grace
Shomy, requires the believer to give at least as n:(l)l give the tithe.
35 Was required under the law. He is _reqmred however, in that
€ believer is 1o go beyond law requxr.emen[:{’e is not to gIve
e 1S 10 give offerings above the “‘h.e'h art to sow ‘‘boun-
Srudgingly, ” byt he is to purpose in s eboumifully. God’s
Wully, > od, in turn, will assure his reaping followed by each
Plan ig tithes and offerings. If that plan were ced, and the earth
iever, the church would be adequately financed,

€ covered with the gospel.

eliever
Could p

Objcctives ] By Church
=% ‘ing
l. To show that God has a Pla.n f?—;i:lg?;:l }
O encourage compliance with His

e . J t plan
O warn against rejection of that p

Laying the Foundation

ich belong
ages that whic
. A'steward is one who mandzétipsalm 24:1), t :mply manages
Nce all things belong to Cr}‘oothing himself.t Jents, OF tre
St [ owns 5 ime, ta ?
WE}:\\;?L(:: th(;rs?c?rdél(;{de — whether ‘ttboegron . He ijh(:g be faithful
: ible to te
ll?r that reason he ‘[5 Jei‘tao]?ism. He 1sme&<§e;ive acc?gsqrd ;
i ecte 3 S ¢
lat rn.UCh. 15 ezpz) knO\Vi"g that he The fa]lhfulthful Ste\Vaf:
Corinthians 4:2), ans 14:12)s The unfai -
Stewardship to God (Roman 3:14). vhich
v_ar snip dd Corinthlansls)' en that Vv i
receive a rewar % . 3: . y Ines
; ians thfu
Will suffer loss (I CO?\Z:‘ 25:29). . . petween f?}l]er areas- e
be taken away (Matthew 223700 15ion be O ures is like
There is a high degree hereas,
one area of stewardship
person who is faithful lV?ards
to be faithful in the S‘? it
one who is unfaithfu

A f ;W
hip © lents; ¥
the stewardshll dta unfait




. _ : ith the
the others. Although this chapter is primarily concerned “.'tlti}; at
stewardship of money as the means of church finance, it is,

rdsh : . i and
least indirectly, concerned with the stewardship of time
talents.

. 'n
The carrying out of the spirit of New Testament tithing

: ; : . The
Tequires attendance at the worship services of t,l,le chur?e i 10
Bible says that “upon the first day of the week’’ everyo

“lay by him in st

ore, as God hath prospered him”’ (1 Cormt;l 12;12
16:2). Two things are obvious in that statement. First, eac God
is to lay aside for the work of the church a portion Of‘YVhat ez
has given him. Second, he is personally to lay it by “‘in stort,h .
that is, he is personally to bring it to God’s storehouse, -
church. At the same time God calls for our tithes and offerings,
He calls for a portion of our time,

. i 1
Since the giving of the law at Sinai, God has consistently
called f

or the exclusive dedication of some of man’s t-lmet;g
Him. Under the law, the seventh day of the week was demgnathe
as a day of worship, meditation, and rest — a day holy unto ““in
Lord (Exodus 20:8-11). The seventh day was chosen because tin
six days the Lorq made heaven and earth, the sea, and all tha ed
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord bless

the sabbath day, anq hallowed it*” (verse 11). In the church age,
however, the first

day of the week is to be dedicated to the Lord
(I Corinthians 16:2). That day is set aside because on that day
Jesus completeq His work of redemption by coming forth from
the grave. The day is to be given to worship, meditation, an
rest. The. Lord’s house has first claim upon the Christian that
da_y. He 1S not to forsake “‘zhe assembling*’ together at the wor-
ship service 3)- If he does so, he robs God of time
that Him. One day out of seven, how‘?vef’
l; IITOtTtl’tlle only claim which God makes upon the Christlantcs)
€. Ihe remainder of his time : i ay as
glor.ify God (s § ime is to be used in such a way

; 5:16; Colossians 4:5 L
Smylarly, the Christian istobe a :

qui € preaching of the gospel,-,
JIIStian s to <<y up the gift of Goaf

liing g Timothy 1:6). He is to use his every talent 1n
: P the work of the Lorg (Romans 12:1; Ephesians
Ip is total] Stewardship. A person
€ pleasing to God. Neither
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can he give time or talents alone and _please Him. Biblical
stewardship calls for faithfulness in all things.

Let Us Reason Together

Question — What is the Lord’s plan for financing His
church? .

Recply — The answer to that question has already bc?en glveg
in this chapter. His church is to be supported by the tlthe_shan.
offerings of His people. According to the Scnptures, the tit ellcsl
the bare minimum that a Christian should give. None shou
give less. The Bible makes it equally plain, furtherrpo_re, tl}at
God’s people are to be faithful stewards qf the remaining mlne
tenths. God not only takes note of what is given, but. He also
observes what is left. His people are responsible for wise usage
of the remainder. For most, if not all, faithful stewardshlp of
the nine tenths will permit them to give of’ ferings'ab'ove the tithe.

Question — Does the New Testament teach tithing? o
Reply — Some object to tithing because they cla{m it bIS
galistic, belongs under the law, and was therefore abohshedh y
the cross. Those persons deny that the New Testament teac elsi
tithing. An overall view of the history of tithing, however, Wld
show that it is not just a phase of the law, but that.lt antedat;e1
the law, was incorporated into the law, and remains after the
law, .

That tithing was practiced in the ancient world is ﬁell
established. Not only did God’s people practice it, but heathen
Peoples did also. Their tithes were used to support pagan
temples and worship, that practice being ‘borrow.ed,. ve;y
Probably, from the people of God. The practice of tithing by
Pagan peoples, however, has little relevance to this s’tudy. We
are primarily interested in tithing as it relates to.God s_pe_0ple-

None wil| deny that Abraham started the practice of tithing as
far as the written record of God’s Word is concerned (Genesis
14:18-20). God had given him a great victory. He expressed his
Sratitude by Spontaneously and willingly giving a te{lth of the
SPoils of war tq Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the
most high God. That act of tithing antedates the giving of the
law at Sinaj by approximately 475 years.

acob continued the practice of tithing. That, too, was beforlf):

€ 8lving of the Jaw. According to Genesis 28, Isaac sent Jaco’
adan-aram to take him a wife from among his mother’s
SoPle. At the place which he later called Bethel, he lay down to
Sleep for the night. As he dreamed, he saw a ladder set up on the

le
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earth, with the top reaching to heaven and the Lord God stand-
ing above it. God spoke to him, renewing the Abrahamic cove(i
nant. When Jacob awoke from sleep, he made a vow unto C’?
that if God would be with him, keep him in his way, g1V¢€ hl{n
bread to eat and raiment to wear, and bring him again to his
father’s house, he would surely give a tenth of his income unto
?od (verse 22). Jacob tithed out of gratitude; we should not do
ess.

By divine inspiration, Moses incorporated tithing into .me i
(Leviticus 27:30). God laid claim to the tithe, declaring it to b€
“holy unto the LORD.” The Israelites, however, because Of the
h?rdness of their hearts and a lost sense of gratitude, Of@n
wnhhel.d God’s portion, converting to their own use that whlc,h
was His. It was in such a time as that that Malachi, God'S
spokesman for that day, commanded that the tithes be givel
(Malachi 3:10). He accused them of having robbed God (ver_seS
8, 9)’. He stated God’s promise to bless them if they would bring
God’s portion into His storehouse (verses 11, 12).

, It has been shown that the practice of tithing began before the
aw and was later incorporated into the law. Now to the question

of tithing in New T . : hew
estament t o MattheWw,
Jesus commen eaching. According t

Josug: ~ppmended tithing. In Matthew 23:23 are the words of
pay tith Oe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ¢
P e};ghti eer of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
owhE matters of the law, judgment, mercy, andfaith.' thes’g’

Ye to have done, and e
s not to leave the other undone:
Jesus denounced the Pharisees f

A : th.
H or religious acts with no dep
sa? dact%u;te(:}:hem of outward acts which had no inward truth. H¢
weightier th'ey had done some lesser things but had left the
e We;nﬁs.uﬂdo.ne_ He made it clear that they should have
ot h%z vziz}:‘;‘};gs — judgment, mercy, and faith — am
Was upon what they hag t(;th'”g undone. Although His emphasis

tithing. If Jesy mitted, He commended the practice 0
4 s co : [
The mmended it, who dares denounce it?

New Testam
ent has mor e ’
letter to the Corinthian chy e to say about tithing. Paul

tithing for ¢ rch declares that God ordained
estions S:rlz:pgr{(()f gospel preaching. In I Corinthians 9:13
Minister aboyt ho| sked, Do ye not know that they which
' it atytiihm[gs live of the things of the temple? and
nsiderir:3 aﬂt‘ar are partakers with the altar?’’ Keep
Spoke of the priest & the answer to those questions that Paul
supported by the tiihand Levites and of the fact that they were
: “Even sgsl? ntc}l; Offerings of the people. Now notice
atn the Lord ordained that they which
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preach the gospel should live of the gospel’ (verse 14). _Hls
“‘even 50>’ means ‘‘exactly the same.”” If tithes and offerings
were used to support temple worship (and they were), God has
ordained tithes and offerings for the support of the church. Th’e,
method to be used in financing the church is ‘‘exactly the same
as that for support of temple worship. The New Testament does
teach tithing! _

It is also of significance that Paul explained giving as being
Proportionate. He said, ““Upon the first day of the week-let
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him,
Ii_lat there be no gatherings when I come”’ (1 Corinthians 16:2).
Since Christ commended only two percentages in giving — 100
percent (the widow’s mite) and 10 percent (Matthew 23:23') —
the percentage to which Paul referred was obviously the tithe.
God has never required 100 percent. There must be food,
clothing, and shelter for His people. He does require at least 10
l;le_rcent. His people must give it if they are to be well-pleasing to

im.

The writer of the book of Hebrews said that in heaven Jesus
receives tithes (Hebrews 7:8). He is said to receive tlt_hes 0{
whom it is witnessed that he liveth.”’ The church is the witness cI>f
His resurrection. He, therefore, receives tithes of the church.
He receives tithes of the church, the church must practice
tithing. The New Testament teaches tithing! .

Question — Did Jesus and His early disciples pracpce‘tl tha.t

Reply — There are at least two reasons for amrml}?ghome
Jesus himself tithed. He was reared in a pious Jewis bt
Where the principles of the Old Testament Scriptures V}vleriequire-
and observed. The compliance of His family W‘“} truesale o to
Ments of the law (Luke 2:39), their going fo ging of the
Observe that Passover (verse 41), Jesus aS(;ounat L s
doctors in the temple by His superior knowle %{eis ! sing about
t\h{elve (verse 47), and His statement relative toto it fadt: His
His Father’s business (verse 49) bear wntnesst_the 85 diligently
enemies never charged Him with a failure tOt lsure.ly vould have
is they sought cause to accuse Him, they mos

ad He not tithed. 1@

That Jewish Christians gave tithes car di?’n iaafggn
from the fact that they too escaped cox}ewish conver
scribes and Pharisees for not tithing. Harde and prom t s
to tithe, they would have suffered Sevaer peyond the nthlg. e
Though many Jewish converts wentJ wish believer cou
giving all they had, no consistent e
gone below the tithe.

oncluded
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more
Jewish Christians, in general, showed as much angse!;;resse d
love for Christ than they had for the law;_ that love “t/ it Eving.
in many ways, among which was their generosi zs sbidience
They, in turn, instructed Gentile Christians to exDrT nireass P
and love by way of tithes and offerings. When Pau orted by the
Corinthians that ministers had a right to be supp living from
church just as old dispensation priests received thelsr St ring 10
the people of Israel (I Corinthians 9:13, 14), he wa eded some
tithing, about which the Gentile Cormthlar}S n descto6d 88
instruction. The proportion to be given was easily Emh' ns 16:2)
the minimal tenth in his later instructions (I Corinthia e G
where he enjoined each one to give proportionately, T TesuS
hath prospered him.*’ The Bible clearly teaches that bo
and His early disciples practiced tithing!

Question — Why should every Christian tithe?

sxn g iblical
Reply — The most obvious reason for tithing is thle btlil:hing
command to do so. As has been pointed out previously,

X i : : hat wé
1s a New Testament doctrine. Obedience to God requires t »»
tithe. Jesus said,

“If @ man love me, he will keep my woifﬁle
(John 14:23). In tithing a person keeps Jesus’ words and, ani o
Same time, expresses his love. He also shows that he recog
God’s total own

’ er-
ership of all things. The truth of God’s own
ship is expressed in

. ore
many places but perhaps in no place 2’1 the
clearly than in Psalm 24:1, ““The earth is the LORD_'S’,?'J\S the
Julness thereof: the world, and they that dwell therein.

: i . i urn
owner of all things, it is only right that He have a fair ret
upon His investments. If He

ic
allows us to use some of that wh i
belongs to Him, we should expect to give Him something
return. That is ap accepted principle of business.

- The same principle is stated in Luke 12:48; ““To whom-
soever much s given, of hj

im shall be much required.’’ Does that
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e

) k God for the
Christian’s heart. What better way is thﬁreotl?etltl:r?th?
nine tenths than by returning to Him the

aid, ““Lay not

Tithing is a means of spiritual grow;h. »i;f;z Smoth and rust
up for yourselves treasures upon eart hough and steal: but lay
doth corrupt, and where thieves break thr Z rge neither moth nor
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, w et sredk through nor
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do ”;; our heart be also
Steal: for where your treasure is, there W"n{o the Lord’s work,
(Matthew 6:19-21). If we put our money 1 and we will grow
our interest in that work will increase, spiritual rather than
Spiritually. We learn to put emphasis 'upoln rgwth is the primary
temporal things. That stimulus to spiritua gs is superior to other
T€ason that the giving of tithes and offerlgg other means are real
Means of financing the church. None of,t e ok,
causes for our hearts to be in the Lord Sfr},]e demands of God’s

Every Christian should tithe because ?1 Christian must gIve.
work. If His program is to prosper, t ﬁto spread His Word,
Since it is the responsibility of the churc1 church treasury. Tge
the tithe should be deposited in the loca ople according to tl 5
church is to dispense the tithes of the p&  Geopled ndiVlduaL yr.
demands of her outreach program — "?lt church and extends he
Giving to the church gives st.ablhty to the
Program upon a sound basis.

ists
; to do so consl
Every Christian should tithe because fztlggr;oor to tithe. (1;1?
of robbing God (Malachi 3:8). None aree are too rich to mtoc;
Poor rob Him by failure to tithe-.) Non: he excuse of being e
(The rich rob Him by failure to tlthe;) glessings upon thetn;{is
POOr to tithe has no real basis. God ;ole amount WIthou'ltless
tenths make it go further tharg t;;; WGod will not holtflagtuvlvhich
B:essingtsl (Ma;al(_:ll}:ng’:ll{lé llld;skr‘:lal;y ways of:gxlll: ctt:;gpleasant =
be?cs)i;z t?) rI(-)Iim.lSo.me of thos% w:ys are

illness, loss of job, bUSi“eSS. falx l;e figured?

Question — How is the tithe to

m the
eekly or have
Reply — Take the amount of Yot“or w you

move the decimal point. one lr)lleaf:n
amount of the tithe — just (}’1 as a salary of PenS
not have a fixed income suc ing the tithe. 5
actual expenses before computl professional mo
Necessary for the business magt’in g expenses.ld 3
A safe rule to follow in d edElj,od as you wou
just as fair and honest with
Partner to be with you.
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3 .

‘| give God more”
or

“l take mOre”

Question — )

Replylo_n Ob-\g{ly do some _ObJeCt to the doctrine of tithing?
opposite mOtivé ors to tithing fall into two categories with
the wrong moti s — one set bad and the other good. Those with
necessity of haer oppose tithing because they wish to escape the
itis left up to thmg to give as much as the tithe. They feel that if
are to give the em to *‘purpose in their hearts’’ the amount they
reasoning fory‘(f:arl-ll give as little as they wish. That is erroneous
under the law tlh the tithe were strictly a practice binding only
claim that tith,in ebClhrlstlan under grace should not do less. The
CO\ﬁ:OuS Kk, g belongs to the law is often just a cover-up fora

0 - .
doctfiljz \:1};0 (;bjem to tithing from a good motive fear that the
tenth is all :Ih oql peoP!e into believing that the giving of the
theirs to SQUar?(ti is required, that the remaining nine tenths is
generous givin er as they plea.se, thus drying up the springs of
ship. Those whg and undercutting the concept of total steward-
do not stop th o teach the biblical doctrine of tithing, however,
more than th ere. They understand that God wants them to give
giving above fhtlt}?e, The Blb}e is filled with calls to generous
tithe is simp] e tithe (I Corinthians 9:6). They teach _that the
libera] offepy the minimal amount at which to begin, with
give onl ur]mg.s to follow. No Christian should be satisfied to
will adey e tithe. Tithes and offerings from every Christian
always “?Uately finance the work of the church. God’s plans
work Hi ork. If there is failure, it is because God’s people fail to
rk His plans.

Personal Challenges
LIf you are not already a tither, become one today. Do not be
guilty of robbing God. Although you may have only an
?HOWance, give a tithe of that. The person who is not faithful
) n small things will not be faithful in large things.
. ““Talk up” tithing among family members and friends. AI}
enthusiastic witness to God’s blessings upon the faithfu

steward is worth more than many pages of written material.
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CHURCH COVENANT

Having be
Lorp Jes::gd'-as we believe, by the Spiri
gg:]h, having bhelz:,lbzs ?‘" Savior, anipc:;:tl(l)iicporgt:e[so i
ange’land of the Holypslz?d- in the name of the f-‘athersmndof i
COVenS and this aSSemlelnl. we do now in the preser'ican t’of o
ant with one anot}f’ most solemnly and joyfull e of God,
2. e crebotly nChest y enter into

We en
gage, th
to: s erefor: .
el 1y oy o Rl Holy Spirit, to walk

To .
strive f
; or th
holiness and e advancement of thi ;
comfort; his church, in knowledge

To
Promote i
Ny its prosperity and spirituality;
ain its worshi 3 '
rship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines;

To co
0 contribute
ministry cheerfull
, the ex y and regularly to th
Spread of the penses of the church, the relief o:thsuppon of tee
gospel through all nations e poor, and the

We

also e

: n

religio gage to maintai i

giously educate our Child?el:r family and secret devotion; to
H

To se
ek the salvati
vation of our kindred and acquaintances;

To walk ci
k circumspectly in the world;

ts, exemplary

To be i emen
]uSt in our i our enga
u dealmgs, faithful in gag
and excessive

in our de
or . :
anger; portment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting

To
abstain f

rom
g?"el'age, and to beﬂ;z falc _and use of intoxicating drink as a
our Savior. alous in our efforts to advance the kingdom
love; to

We fu
rther
engage to watch over one another in protherly

re
member each other in prayer;

To aid
5 each other in sickness and distress
o cultiv e
ate Christian sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech;
ys ready for reconciliation,
to secure jt without delay-

and

To
be slow to take offense but alwa

mi
indful of the rules of our Savior
his place, we

We m
will a oreover engage that, when we remove from t
s soon as possible unite with somé other church where wé cn'n
nant and the principles of God’s

carry out the spiri
Word. pirit of this cove
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5

The Future
of the Church

' SuCRIPTURES TO MEMORIZE: ‘7 so éilse. into thee, THal

art Peter, and ypon this rock I will build my church; an

fhe”iaettezsoJ;:eI; Zhalldnot prevail against it>> (Matthew 16:18)h-
. &lad and rejoice, gnd o; im: for tné
marriage of the Lamp o orcc: 41 give honour to him: f

bR 3 . K rsel
rea‘dy (Revelation 19:7) me, and his wife hath made he
‘Unto hi i
all ages, wg:l[;e glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughou!

Without end. Amen> (Ephesians 3:21).

it inconce 0 moral decay are enVi”

allo ‘ . neoncej it i

Al the candlestick Vable (g those persons that God Wi
y. Doctnna\ COMmne (’rcmi\il ' -

P 5 s +hat
ral dec is ) 'Nany of the churches of ‘h3;'
e Flogg «« "eVail, By MCrease (I Timothy 4:1-
eart “,a? every

: Vas 80 ne wefor®
imila. @ Y imagipen O Prevalent in the days 0¢1,
Similgy only g, C(.)U,l.mmo,, of the ‘thi:‘t ;}:{L\this (man ;3
ChurCha "10se i the ""flﬂuauyu (Genesis 6:5). Condmohe
and seryin Matthey, 5 136300 02h will exist at the close Of !

Lhurches h -39), There will afate ’
th esus th’at OWever, untj] Jl it Se;?in he/
¢ ‘th esus comes again- ° -
ure € gates revalt
guarantees tha(,)tf (}ﬁgtti};a” 1”60t18€ Hls

W 7 .

64

determination to “present it to himself a glorious c_hurch

Phesians 5:27) is additional assurance. Although there 1s cause

OT concern relative to the doctrinal and moral purity of pro-
¢ssed Christendom, the fear that the church will cease is

groundless,

The Tribulation will be a time of divine judgment upon the
€arth. It shaj) immediately follow the church age and consists, 111
Us entirety, of seven years. The relation of the chur_ch to that age
'S another area where disagreement occurs concerning the fututl]'e
of the church. A series of questions will suffice to show tbe
various theories relative to the relationship. Is thg chur'ch to re?
ta- €0 out of the world at the beginning of the Tnt?ulatlon '(clj)dle
tribulation rapture theory)? Is she to be raptured in the mi o
Of.the Tribulation (mid-tribulation rapture theory)? Are onl); :he
fal.thfm of her number to be caught away at the beginning ° the

r!bmation and the unfaithful either sometime du;mgto be

Mbulation or at its end (partial rapture theory)? Is she L EE
captured at the close of the Tribulation (post-tr'lbulano_n ra:nks.

O™)? All of those theories can be found in Bapélslc .
€Y are mutually exclusive, however; only one can be

s John
RThe holy city, new Jerusalem, has been delscr(ljlzerd ?r,ld 4o
girgﬁauon 21:2, 9 — 22:5). Its beauty, splendor, 7% T2

ity will be beyond compare. That ls,ngh?ybsyot’hat e
: €re that the church, who will be the Lamb’s wii€ Y s to be
W‘.“ one day reside (Revelation 21:2). Of that the'l:entity of the
fairly general agreement. (Agreement as to the rleviOUSIY-) The
Tide is another matter, as has been QIscusse}i Fusalem descen
“I‘Uestion is, ““When is that day?’’ Will new J€ :

5 e of t :
from God out of heaven’’ at the beglmll;r;(gje and bridegroom
age? Will that city be the residence of thel : es? Will it descent
uring both the millennial and the eternal ag judgmel;l
only after the Millennium and the great widence for the roysi_
ave become history? Will it afford 'rese? Both of those PO
couple only after the consummation of time:
ions have support in some .ChurChe;" church changes
The theory that the identity of the. ence amo m the
g int of dlffer a1 dlffer fro x
Rapture occurs is another pol k : wil =
People. The theory is that the chu 3
ke is, that the chul®
glory church,”” that is, t  ecomeiunl
local, visible form but will be

o
; ed upon t¥ t

theory, as shown in chapter 2, is DaSeC 0 o 11 occupy

cepts — the idea that all of t

he saved ?lrof the saved ;‘gsented to
. Holy Spirit an k a]t 2vidence was P

of Christ by the F heaven. Biblica

the same status in

when the
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show that th

. e Holy Spirit i

baptizes an y Spirit is never th :

yone. the agent n baptism;
church on the d:}lleg\t(as the medium in which J els):ssgla’ I;I'e r;e:ﬁr
;h;%rch is a body of Ch P')etme‘:OSt. It was shown also It)h]efte eac;
clievers are add rist, a unit of function :

Finally, it was poiendtet((l) such a body only aftirorwl_;:?’snd 'that

among the saints of GOUt that there will be differenc; ,aptt]stm.

rgwar.ds for service. Th od, thos.e differences being b y ”(ljs ane

tion) is to be the brid e church in the aggregat g based upon

fickle. The womar: te of Christ (Ephesians Sg-z g (;j_; asJ an 1n§t1tu-
0 whom He is now bet'rotl’med)i.s telf: Solxien?cz

whom He will be wed

Objectives

1. To sh
ow that th
2. To sh the church d
ow oes h
that her future is glori?):;fs: ?nfgtltlre
ature

3. TO shoW
that h :
ness of God er future is guaranteed by the faithful-

Laying the Foundation

When J
. €sus
simultaneo gave the Gr
PP usly ma eat Commissi .
Al;noe’ {’am with ygi E:upromise of inesi;?nnatt,? His church, He
n’” (Matthew 28,20v)vay:.even unto the ei;alue. He salg,
or three are pr;l) iz th"'ltlglltsz l?rgmise in that ve?rﬁet}xa;v er'e:
; gathe ad m .
red together in m;(ileaearher — ““Where tWO0
me, there am I in the

against ys??*’ il, because ¢
(Romans 8:31), %V If God be for us, who can b¢

faithful
to His W il J
nFI:\i Bible has H?:(c:i}‘: to esus keep His promise? Is He
Christryhcase’ His faithfslay about the faith
13:8) pe same yesterd, ulness is saiqd t fulness of the Lord-
faithful.al;zl insisted th‘i{’ and 1o day gbe sure. He is “‘Jesus
psalmist de cannot de If we belie nd for ever’’ (Hebrews
40:10) sooiared His ny himsely> o ot el e abideth
Psal : at.lng that Hig fa-ltthInCSS to hT‘mOthy 2:13). The
119:90). Tilsgsand.that ilt\‘;fulneSS A multitudes (Psalm
all generationg s 1. oion. “unto qll EULHNED Hie clouds”
$ (Psalm 89181§d to declaregﬁl'?e’gnons” (Psalm
Db is faithfulness ‘70

ecaus
e He would establish it
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“in the ver
doxology ofy pr’;eigvens * (Psalm 89:2). In the latter psalm, a
thOSts, i o ai{takes the form of a question: ““O LORD dod
pess round about th’O';g”LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithful-
3g°mlsed that He wglel‘ (Psalm 89:8). Also in that psalm, God
gig. In Psalm 92:] ‘2 not suffer His faithfulness to fail (verse
moe thanks unto e L,Olt is affirmed that “‘If is a good thing 10
- 5:{ ;fllg B 26 shew folr?g, a}nd to sing p_raises unto thy name, O
Y faithfulness everylnti;}})z tlo,}’zngkmdness in the morning,

Isaiah als
}:rRD, tho“(zrtt0 ,(;1]; lé;p tl?e fa§thfulness theme when he said, “O
T hthou hast done od; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name:
& fulness and Wonffe"ful things; thy counsels of old are
(;Where is God’s ftr-u”’ (Isaiah 25:1). Perhaps, however,
nor Mtations 3:22 alzth,f‘,l,l“e,ss more beautifully extolled than in
! consumed b »23: “Itis of the LORD’S mercies that we aré
. because his compassions fail not. They are new

every
morning:
ning: great is thy faithfulness.”
ulness. pProphecies

Past

experi

ncerninlg)etrﬁzncce assures us of God’s faithf’

en unti| Betmgﬁn ng Sf the Savior periodically occurred from

od sent forth hi em. ““When the fulness of the time Was come,
is Son, made of a woman, ‘made under the la¥:

o redeem
°110wing t}ﬁfm t.h‘” were under the jaw’’ (Galatians 4:4,
s birth, Jesus faithfully fulfilled His ministry,
d ministering

Teveali

n

g the Father, declaring the good news, an
time cameé for Calvary,

to the

With ani‘?ds of the people. When the

Jerusa1emr,£n resolve, ‘‘he stedfastly set his face to go 1o

Crucifixion (Luke 9:51). On the eventful night before His

Prayed “Nas His flesh rebelled at the thought ©

26:39). At evertheless not as I will, but a5 thou wilt” (Matthew

then bo ter hours upon the cross, He said,

cOntinuv:;ed His head and gave up the t

which Ifi faithfulness, He lay in the grave .
e arose again for our justification (Romans 4227 1.

h His disciples t© est.ablls
n embxttered

fOrt
Tty days thereafter He remained Wit

Co

t

Is resurrection and the fact that the cross :
?Olm; After having proved that He remaine he s mgelo‘t;‘:cg’
: nsiderate, and powerful Master, He publicly ascen % Him
O the Father, where He now I ceives all cc":]rlezlrls 8:34;
g\datthew 11:28) and intercedes for His P¢ rernporal and
ebrews 4:15). He faithfully pro(\i/l?_leiz faithfulness to fail- He
(< eing robed 11 the

Sp.iritual needs. He has not su 1
will not suffer His faithfulness P of her future.
faithfulness of God, the church 15 assure
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Let Us Reason Together

. es for
Question — What is the church to do until Jesus com
her? . e filled
Reply — The immediate future of the Chumh.li (t)c; (bl) com-
with a variety of activities. Those activities consis odly 1iving
mitting herself to glorifying God, ) _CUl“Vatmgeins for the
among her membership, (3) contributing her mery creature,
spread of the gospel, (4) carrying the gospel to e\é) contending
(5) combing communities for those who are lost, ( ts, (7) com-
for the faith which was once delivered unto the Sa‘?l mpioning
fronting the forces of evil on every front, and (8) cha in thos¢
the cause of all that is good. Through engaging ke herself
activities, the church wil] complete her mission and ma

] to be
ready for her wedding day. Some day soon the last ;O;eed for
saved during the church age will be won, the last goo i
that age will pe done, an

ill
d the last temptation of the Fh”rcig ‘:,he
€ overcome. The finishing touches will thus be glvene forth
making ready of the bride. The Bridegroom will then corr-lous for
to receive her, That truth ought to make the church anxfl service
service, with the thought ever in mind that each act 0 of the
may be the finishing touch that will call for the appearing
Beloved One, rid?
Question — When will the church be taken out of the W'czions
Reply — A mentioned previously, there are four Posllmrch
held by differens PErsons as to the time at which the ¢ 5
Will be taken oyt of the world. Thoge positions are the pap-
tribulation, partial, mid-tribulation, and post-tribulgtlon rory
ture theories, The writer subscribes to the pre-tribulation t.h?-cal
as the scriptura] one; but before attempting to set out bib lts
evidence for that Position, it seems well to define some Concephé
The Raptyre is the catching away ang glorious uptaking of t d
Saints of Goq tq meet Jesus at the first phase of His secon

coming._ At that time, thoge who have experienced the sleep of
death with faith in Jesus Christ wil]

: rise from the dead (I Thesse
lopxans 4:16; 1 Corinthiang 15:52), Subsequently, the l“"nﬁ
saints will pe changeq o glorified (I Corinthians 15:52-54), e

together the_y will be Caught up to meet the Lord in the aif
(! Tk,lessalomans 4:17). The Rapture is 5 bright spot in the Chris-
tan’s futyre, y¢ is a time When he wi]] experience glory such as he

as never before €Xperienced .

_ Th; Tribulation Age, Tribulation P
is variously called, consists of 5 peri

'mmediately prec i I

eriod, or Tribulation, as it
ede the COoming of j

d of seven years which Shag
€Sus to reign upon the eart
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= _—_

(Danie] 9.

; ecedented
27; Zechariah 14:4). It will be a time of unpr
tribulatig

N which will overshadow ?’?d :?mdolstt\:/o portions of
Previous times of trouble. It shall be.dl\ude lthree and one-l)alf
e duration, each portion, lasing tor d two hundred sIXty
daye (R OTty-two months, or one e first half of that age,
days (Revelation 11:2, 3; 13:5). During the l;o power by means

¢ World ruler, the Antichrist, will o Revelation:6:2),.At the
Of subtlety ang deception (Daniel 9:27; Red the true nature 9“

€8inning of the second half of that perio sians 9:3,4); he g
the Antichrigt will be revealed (11 Thess.alog'zﬂ and take_peacf
br Is covenant with the Jews (Dam?I 'that, tribulation ?h
from (he earth (Revelation 6:4). Followmgme upon the ear
almogt indescribable proportions shall ¢ . -
Revelation 6:12-17; 9:6). O Scnpturez,) b

at future time of trouble, according nation Israel, (live in

oncern threg classes of people: (1) ther elect, \VhO'Wlll rad:
Pagan Gentile world, and (3) the saints, o’l‘ribulation,ls t,‘ivc()Luke
that time of trouble. The purpose of the f the Gentiles g of
D to bring to conclusion “the times Otion and regather
21:24), and (2) to prepare for the restora

ing His secon
ict. following

Israg] during the millennial reign of Christ,
COming

ill be
ture wi

it the Rap re-
There are many reasons for believing that others, the P
Pr

d three
: lvoord an other
C-tribulational . Accordmgh 't(:o\r’\i/ca position — the
Mbulation position is the his

L he welg osition,
: . origin. rrect POC . e
POsitiong being of relatively rigglﬁlat that is the cic: i C sider
Within jtge]f does not guaran

b

U hen
sition W -

WL it does add strength to the PO re-tribulanorr;:lsr?h’s

Along with the other evidence. orting Pr= " the ¢ Jation
A her evidences SuPP hich refer 4 Tribula

mnong the othe scripture W cerning t=- groubs =
e total B i, Passages cONCErDIng Ly o, group,

emg 1n the Tribu *

bin€
d amo°S dles comUine |
- (<] save t1 eize

Tefer to Israel, Gentiles, agg t,hf Jews a,;zs howeVvers : vide:l;?:
Never to a functioning bo St_tribulatloﬂiv .22, 3r s r;c; %

€ in the church. POSUE P00 ihe Lt belonE £2

Y are in »2 55 found 11 | lation- T4 ot way ys. T
s Word ey 'llali in the Trlb“tione i ttament day in the
that the church will be e men Tes
the Sl?gehtest prove that thos

the
h . were 1l wil be
the church. The ‘‘elect There

save  stament lect”’
ge- 11 of the 1d Tes e
LR} 1 Churc.h £ S. A € o \,vll t t
ce!ect are lr:lct‘h;ille“mal fge ¢ 0 nt‘h eithir.zz, 31 are
?hr ‘bula;t“zf‘, “of God. THe ribulate hew 2
e ““elec in 0
& tben o ect
however, will no he ‘€

of the church age-
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persons, both Jews and Gentiles, who will be saved during I}TC
Tribulation (Revelation 7). Where the post-tribulationists make
thelr.mlstake is in their failure to distinguish between Jews,
Genule_s, and the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. d
. Partial rapturists divide the church in their theology. Accor¢”
Ing to them, the faithful in the church will be translated at the
beginning of the Tribulation, whereas the unfaithful will 80
Isll'll;(;ltlag:t_that judgment. Passages commonly used in an effosr_‘l(;
Mark l‘;;‘; ;hf_flr position include Matthew 24:40-51; '20:123
[ o 7; Luke 20:34-36; 21:36; Philippians 3:1 w;
9:24-28- gmans 5:6; II Timothy 4:1; Titus 2:13; .Hebfe [
Wisiener i evelation 3:3; 12:1-6. Three things are mcorfeco’
e pa,s;n their application of those scriptures. First, many &
ok instaages apply to Israel, not to the church. Second 0
Wt T;IC'CS, the reference is to the Lord’s coming to relgd;
such a; wat l; adyem’ Tather than to the Rapture. Thir_d, wor
i Whr‘gh are given strictly a works connotano? gf;ﬁ[gl
caning of bein d, that is, of b€
saved. R g prepared, . g i
Dlicatiol:]d?;h&vészd'"‘o.'sl can be used to illustrate their mlsagr
will leave ng g ﬁ SCriptures. A careful reading of the ch'apl
Writing, Verse;)lzllt that Israel, not the church, was in view 111 the
the Advent not to oy and 30 show the time to be leading UD tg
and 41) hag ref O the Rapture. The word ““raken’’ (in verseS.4
taken in the Raertence to being taken to judgment, not to bein2
be prepared ip ? {l re. The word ““warch (in verse 42) means : c?
she will not be d? Ygtlon- The church will be raptured as a unit;
rected or tranSIat‘Qd ed (John 14:1.3), Those who shall be resu’”
described ag <y, aa[;’fhe last trump (I Corinthians 15:52) ar¢
hessaloniang 4:13 (I Corinthians 15:51). According to
Tesurrected (verse 16 18, all of “the degq in Christ”” will be
se again” (verse h?i;gﬁsiwho “believe that Jesus died a”"
ach that € caught up to meet Him. !
bie neluge on will include all living sain's
company wighin A dead saints. The church sha
aimed by deqyy, N those groups. Her members Who
€rs will be tranql therefore, will be resurrected. HeT

. Christ’s coming as taking
e Great Tribmats-e"entleth week, just prior to the
Tribulatigy ~PUUre is recorgeq 1o, 26Cording to that view, the

2 Deginning a¢ g1, ¢d in Revelation 11, with the Great
difficult for the ‘:Vi_ollnding of the sevénth trumpet. It

1t .
€T to believe, however, that the
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bl .
t EOdSheq’ famine, disruption of the sun, moon, and stars, and
: other judgment phenomena attending the opening of the last

IX seals and

the sounding of the first six trumpets are anything
Other thap 4

depicteq ; spects of the Great Tribulation. The Ralpll:)r;nl;
8ather In Revelation 4:1, with the saved subsequemg1 b
and | ed around the throne of God as reprcsqnlgd by the o
the trWenty elders (Revelation 4:4, 10, 11). It is sngmﬁcantts =

e ue church shall be nowhere upon earth during the even 4
ilauoﬂ 410 19 — the time of the Tribulation upon eart .
the Te.wrat}} of God will be poured out upon the world 'dltl:rei
that trﬁbulauon_ It is thrilling to find assurance in the Scn};l) uges
tion \¢ church, along with the saved who have no churccome”
R T}s1 P, will be delivered from ‘‘the 'wrath to i
of ¢ ‘®ssalonians 1:10). The prospect of escaping the com i
wrla is stated in Luke 21:36: ‘‘Watch ye therefore, ‘2’;1 e
o ays, that Ye may be accounted worthy to escaplehe sar.of
mangsnthat shall come to pass, and to stand bEfo‘lredelphia o
Dron" N that same connection, the church at P;hl ar of templa-
u_onmlseq that God would keep her “from the Irizl:’m Y t.dwell
s Which shall come upon all the world, 10 try O G od’s judg-
nfeon the earth* (Revelation 3:10). The PUTP_Osg (; [orael and 1O
Du:-l N the Tribulation will be to purge and_ J}?ergcase chall the
ch ish anq destroy Gentile power. In neit o D
ti UTeh be the object of the events of the pe

Me, she will be in heaven with the Lord. once during the
Tribuisﬁon — What will the church exper!
ulation? -+ lation @ 1
eply — While the seven years of the iﬂlrlrg;uwith Lorcviv;ﬁ
Xperienceq upon the earth, the church ::nsta" ing e\{ﬁnt;e o
O‘Zaven (I Thessalonians 4:17). 'tf\:)’? Dse eve s(;:’]l e e
>°ur during that time. The firs . ‘will oceur 500
Judgment of the believers’ works. Tha :

jon Ot A2 ry man
. % Revela[lo e e £
apture. The Lord promlSeCl mjs with me, to ormth‘ans

COIne un‘k[ W d reward 5 e, 1N 1app€”
ly; and my s Likewises V. st 7

according as his work shall ; . hat t ":m recetV

5:10, Paul told the church at Corint hat every on aol=

ist; ¢ he R rch,
efore the judgment seat (éf C:crcor ing 10 i;ﬁ‘; 1o that ?l::,lorks
the things done in his b’;‘; %2 (0 his first Fihe belieVer™ o lay
v : Al nt of the

vhether it be good lor'ned the J“dgmfndatum ,‘”:,,y man b;lgy
aul stated and explaiaes iopier SOULTNOW i 2% woods M
(I Corinthians 3:1' h‘is Jesus ec}'Ozzs sto est: JOT the
than that is laid, Whi¢ old, silver: ; manif
upon this founda”o,n gork shall be !

w
Stubble; every mans
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Shall
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Personal Challenges

standing of t i h.
- Love the church and her %vork.he doctrines of the churc

. B
c€come a part of the church and her future.

W N —
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