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INTRODUCTORY
Truth must be defended even at the risk

of life, for life is of no value apart fro%
truth. Our Lord suffered the humiliatio?
of the cross to honor and sustain the trut?
which we believe we have written a defens®
of in a refutation of the errors of the Pe%
p eWcalled Convention Baptists.
the 3vd0 not decry the departures from
fict ord of God of the Convention BaP
buts because of any personal grievancei
' as watchmen on Zion’s wall we g
makrei{sponmbﬂity as imposed of God £o
Droa?:h nown in unmistakable terms the ap-
e of all sins either in faith or Pra¢
Baioong Baptists.
gonsheving that this booklet will do much
cies amgVard encountering the evil tenden”
ng Baptists, we send it forth w!

a prayer :
circle of rfe:fi 1ts acceptance by a genero

ers.
AUTHORS.

Conventionism Refuted

The Desnotic Rule of Con-
ventionism

By D. N. JACKSON

“Man, know thyself” was the nucleus
of a Grecian philosophy which turned the
great mind of Socrates from natural to
moral philosophy. An acquaintance with
self helps wonderfully in the conflicts and
problems of life; it is one of the indispen-
sable factors in rightly directing human
destiny.

He is a hero who can master environ-
ment, but this can not be done apart from
a mastery of self. The task begins at
home.

Man is naturally prone to go astray;
and whenever he is left unguided, his path
is marked by amazing wanderings. For
example follow the Apostle Paul through
Athens and take a view of the numerous
symbols of religions.

The most interesting of all was an altar
erected “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.”
That was the best that human wisdom
could construct. It was the sum total of
thirty philosophies, the logical deduction
of the thought and speculation of ten cen-
turies, the climax of the brilliant history
of Greek intellectualism.

Man has always needed and will always
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need a standard g the measure of his h'fe‘
od Supplied this need by the revelatiol
of His will, the Bible, The ambitions 9
a life unguideq by the divine standard W)
erect as strange an altar as did the paga”
religionistg of Athens. d
h aul, who was hold to preach the G?)
Whom the worlg by its wisdom can I
onOW, also testified to the all-sufficiency
conchezl Scrlptures in faith and practice. de
of £de this point will cover a multyl tu‘n-
venstl.nS, for there is no limit to mane lly
groulgc!l]s’ outside of the pale of e
aiuman hands have built towers an‘:
e eclerlrected Pyramids and monuments i‘le
the § 0 of their ingenuity. Long befo1 -
axox?aﬁ’mh conquerors arrived and ADE OS
inventedlsmry began the Pueblo Ind]an‘
B dsymbols of worship on the Pla'
in Indig N the canyons of New Mexwo‘;
Cradle, i;w‘gnf'l'e early religions founi)’;
of Worshie Ve minds sought out e/ c
Standqyy Il) Undisciplined by a pelff S
laiq the ’03 N3, long before Romu Zr
aMmugeq the Ndation of Rome and H ,O = -
Man though reeks with his “Iliad,’ 5
Pl Mperfaqt Was bent toward religion ©
pCience 1t Pe; and in Egypt, whos¢
tﬁiore Oseg F::li]lng became proverbia
theifharath, Deo €d upon the splendor Or
ang gD invengyoC Worshipped but afte
Dra amon ever Ve skill; and in every a£¢
citlced. ¥ People the like has bee?
the pag; 0lled o i
8nnipge of aarl:d g limes i
€W epoch in the mani-
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festation of the Son of God. Angels sang
His glory and inspired men wrote about
and preached His merits. His authority
was assailed from every angle, but His
cause has upturned kingdoms of men and
toppled thrones of dignitaries.

But scarcely had the bones of His apos-
tles rotted in their graves when the
“mother of harlots” flaunted her crimson
garments on the banks of the Tiber, where
she erected the temple of her gods. Hers
was an earthly ambition and her desires
were finally reached, then she began to
decline. Her moral grip was loosened and
her peddlers of vice and corruption flooded
the country.

It is an indication of a loss of aspira-
tions when a people stop their progress to
look upon their achievements. “Is not
this great Babylon which I have built?”
and from that time Babylon began to de-
cline. Egypt began to decline the very
day she finished her great Pyramid. No
Virgils, Ovids or Horaces walked her
streets when Rome became Marble. No
first-class poets were found in Athens
seventy-five years after the Parthenon
was built. The deepest philosophies are
embodied in the ages when people are
found aspiring to a goal and not after
they think they have found it.

The Christian goal is in heaven, and
therefore our achievements may be great
in this life. To fold our arms and think
only on the past will seal our destiny in
denominational efforts. But let us rise
up as “citizens of the household of faith,”
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shake off the robes of self-appointed 3"

ority ang Submit to the will of God 17
all Mmatters of life.
e €ITor is related. In this sysz‘;g”
'€ are what may he called departmer. ™
one of Which ig that of religion. All de

nge through tpjg source. Such was iie
w R during the apostolic days, when hat
wasy stiers-’ of iniquity” was at work. Trce
that € Incipient stage of a gigantic ftohes
- ACame forth Wearing swaddling clo

A. D 610 251, and reached maturity o
mystepi... 22d has remained more or i
Catholiiay, © this day. This f o

: ) ter nymous
utee acy} DISsism, Igveiﬁ;(t)iisym, tyrals

3 * e
Spirj C o fom it have come kindr
P rltss, of dlfferent ages and of Varymg

SIS haye not been entirely free o
& ciifl'ound a nursery ;;‘mong

: has been nourished
clair, et’hunh.1 today it has the audacity
Chup 8t to dictate the polici€®
Which is Urcheg he general syste A
& 1moWn ao ied AMong Soythern Baptist
Southery, Baptist Convel']s;
ne cap ¢ Constitution of gh;_
€ unge.~cadily see that a de€

rhes it, The preamble

Missjonary socie-
religious podies Of
R varioug parts of

U8usta, Georgia,

into effect the
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benevolent intention of our constituents by
organizing a plan for eliciting, combining,
and directing the energies of the denomina-
tion for the bropagation of the gospel.”
(Annual, 1925, p. 11).

This is reinforced by the charter of the

convention. Here it ig:
“CHARTER

“An Act to Incorporate the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

“Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the State of Georgia,
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby
enacted by the authority of the Same, that
from and after the bassage of this Act, that
William B, Johnson, Wilson Lumpkin, James
B. Taylor, A. Docrey, R. B. C. Howell, and
others, their associates and successors, be
and they are hereby incorporated and made
a body politic by the name and style of the
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, with
authority to receive, hold, bossess, retain and
dispose of property, either real or personal,
to sue and be sued, and to make all by-laws,
rules and regulations necessary to the trans-
action of their business, not inconsistent with
the laws of this State or of the United States;
said corporation being created for the pur-
pose of eliciting, combining and directing
the energies of the BAPTIST DENOMINA-
TION OF CHRISTIANS, for the propaga-
tion of the gospel, any law, usage or custom
to the contrary notwithstanding.” (Annual,
1925, p. 14.)

How can the purpose of the convention
be more emphatically stated than this?
But we add still another declaration to the
Same end:

“Christ’s people should, as occasion re-
quires, organize such associations and con-
ventions as may best secure co-operation for
the great objects of the Kingdom of God.
Such organizations have no authority over
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understood. “To direct” means “to con-
<0 CONVENTIONISM REFUTED . trol.” Not being satisfied with the power
€ach other or gyer the churches. They are | to draw out and combine the denomina-
‘;cl)!lu‘ztnary and advisory hodies design_ee(; ';of tional energies, the convention rises up
Cit, combine |, i ersl ” i 5
e TR enorgies 774 to CONTROL these
(Annyg, 1925, D. 74.)_ Annual of | Use the “thinker” which God gave you.
&S three times i the 1925 Annu is The Southern Baptist Convention and the

€ Southern Baptist Convention i t-on “denomination” are concerned. The con-
l_s:aric%d Et]IiaIt the purpose of the COB‘;%HIEIC ‘ vention is a human ins‘pitution. This is
the, anp.. iCIT, COMBINE ANEOH e | admitted by the convention leaders them-
first qv %e§ of. the den9m1na 1 -.eamble selves.. There IS neither precept nor ex-
q (é atlop Is found in the pr = ample in the Scriptures for the Southern
Chagt Onstitution; the second, 1 Baptist Convention, But the denomina-

-ma-
€I, Fan these two remain perma tion, having refer to the churches, i
e o e is lon, having reference to the ¢ urches, is
- thg ;:pglf Iitntl;lua]s. Tl?tct thlcl)g g’t’ate, a divine institution. Here, then, is the
0 ee
5 e Commi

Mme ; ; as human institution demanding control of
Drezzntgd Bba;p %St Faith and Mesl-sdae‘(’;i of the energies of the divine.‘ To control the
the Southey B Y. Mullins, px_ezl Semi- energies of the churches is to control the
JALY, 1o the |ooPtist oo oklt + Mem- churches themselves. This jg Romish
Dhis, Tgp, hz" convention ?{e about despotism, similar to the episcopacy in-
L VS elicit = erl')e: 18 no r.mStta the ener- vested in Methodist Bishops. When (Ca-
gles, of denor:lnilni.anci d.lr i%e' conven- tholicism arose it claimed no more author-
i;l°fclhse slogay It WE: :rcl)nt o elsorganizatjon, ity than the convention claims now; and

unless there comes a check, what shall we

‘Narte, ft
conventlon’s efd in the statement o 5. expect the end to pe? Men who depart

faith and Message of 192

Durp Is from the Scrintus : h to found
th Se redy .« reved rom the Scriptures far enough to fo

?f)oll?l‘}’lng factsc ?d Rl alvets an institution to control the churches are

E O elici+ 11 - i : i i
n"mmation elicit ¢, energies of the de likely to clothe themselves with despotic
dray, out, . € Word “glicit” means tO Power. They are among those who prac-
?re the tixi: d the, ®nominational energies tice wickedness in “high (heavenly)

°(d aw oy Which the convention seeks places.” (Eph, 6:12.) )

2 2) 7, cf;lnb' The despotic rule of the convention ap-
out ‘e’;?tion. ‘i"e the €hergieg of the de- Dears more corrupt when we consider the
be cm:ggies of f}lmeans that the drawn- basis of its operation. Article IIT of the

(2) ,I{;led by 11 enomination are to Constitution says:

“The Convention shall consist (1) of mes-

Omin g g: dirgeq ¢ “Onvention,
atioy The th Chergiag of the de-
Purpoge ere is easily
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12 CONVENTIONISM REFUTED . was planted either by the hand of God or
e 1 .
8engers who contribute funds, or &re electhe by man. The convention Igadels t}}em-
by Baptist bodies contributing funds £OT 518 selves admit that it is not in the Bible;
régular work of the Convention, on the baaid ‘ hence God had nothing to do with itg
Of one messenger for every $250 actuallygpthe ‘ origin.
into the treasuries of the Boards du;ianprﬂ Note—
f::;iu year ending the thjrtieﬂ; ‘:ﬁg conven” : (1) Every plant that the Lord did not
oot Preceding the meeting o each of plant shall be plucked up. (Matt. 15:13.)
lon; (2) of one representative from 8% .4 (2) Th bag: t planted
the District Assocfations which cO-OP g € money basis was not plante
with thig Convention provided that such pual by the Lord.
resentative phe formally elected at the 83 (3) Therefore the money basis shall
:}:sgng of his. District Associatioflersagf the be plucked up.
Conveny; CoTtified to the Secretari opy °f This form of reasoning may be applied
nnvenuon. cither in writing or by ¢ 11.) her :
the printeq Minutes.” (Annual, 1925, P- to the whole Southern Baptist Conven-
¢ “The tion
T . - ‘. i g T 2 A
Consés tl.s Unmistakable ]anguag‘;sengers To carry into effect the purpose of the
S c‘; 1;“} shall consist of mle oted DY convention to control the churches “for
aptist“bl‘:il‘fute funds, or are ele for the the propagation of the gospel,” this body
regulay v‘? '>S contributing funds on the elects at its annual meetings a number of
BAgIg ofork of the Conventlon’ry $250 ‘boards which have full control of its en-
actyn one messenger for eve the terprises during the recess of the conven-
lly pald ll'lt th ries Of 5 & . .
Boards,» o 0 the treasu tion. In Article V of the Constitution, we
Dele : as read:
ga : h .
$250 a;elsl Who contribute as mucﬂ{;ion i “The Convention shall elect at each annual
Withoyt a Ve a voice in the conve nd meeting as many Boards of Managers as, in
a Baptistn aDDomtment by a church. p- its judgment, will be necessary for carrying
tist Societ; ody (ang there are many Baor out the benevolent objects it may determine
Svery ) Mmay appoint g delegate f to promote—all of which Boards may continue
= $25 Conty: point a ntio in office until a new election.” (Annual, 1925,
t}:’eﬂ; during, ther}k-)Uted to the conve kes i)
: i :
tion . 518 ageocal ear. s This Mo o What powers do these boards have?
‘. d Presentation in the conv it i
Sanctif; Oney jn o & about Here it is stated:
Sengq al ed Com on Darab’l,e, Tal t O “To each Board shall be committed, during
t?aches Ole, {5 say Sense”; that sor-ble, the recess of the Convention, the entire man.
dme enjonat Chrigy othing of the Bi 0 agement of all the affairs relative to the
o Tnon']omed Upg i JOwhere and at o Objects with whose interests it shall be
IS e R (];1 IS churches the rule charged.” (Annual, 1925, p. 11, Article V.)
anq Bot a?:e do]]a;i I;\ substitute the There are several boards in charge of
WY wity " the voice of GO_S’ the convention affairs. The Home Mis-
: € money basl
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sion Board, located at Atlanta, .Ge'or:gﬂ’e
has full control of the mission o B a0
homeland. The Foreign Mission
located at Richmond, Virginia, 2” .on-
control of the mission interests ©
vention on the foreign fields. lected
Mind you, these Boards are no? nger®
by the churches direct, nor by mess is 10
that are elected by churches. Thehey 8L
church authority back of them. s s bee?
boards of the convention to which D2 AGE‘
committed the “ENTIRE col
MENT OF THE AFFAIRS.” The]ot of
vention ig composed of individuals, Iolute
;hurCheS, and the boards have e?l
POWer granted A CON Vi
Individualg wviti%t&?ez?llﬁ};h authorlty;ﬂns
¢ churches are the divine cuSt(})lo
?f -the.gOSDel. Whenever their aut ewis®
iii}f_frmged on, Christ Himself 18 lll{Qate J
S0 imged, on. As the churches aré ¥ eli
5 Chms.t' “Why persecutest thot Tar-
sug whohrlst from heaven to Saul Op rsé”
Cuting Hi‘:acshﬁersecutmg Christ bY 2
rches, its 18
s0

gion ¢

rit

The C
i
e hurcheg are considered as U%

Test . A

Many yni Stament Scriptures. . sht8
of reprcglets they should have equal rl%; as
Well tation in associations. 5 at
€ Dollg t}:a 2 large man more Vot?sc g
smﬁ’l“- boqy, : Small man as to g‘l';’l a
in tllle One, tho?; Tepresentation ti]{';tion
o, B il
€ auta, o Authon.  CX carries Wl r
SDBct&fon"my o}flof}l,ty' In this particl?’
: € churches is not 7’

g
ntion
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It seems that the convention no longer
seriously considers church authority, as
money is its basis of representation.
There are many churches too weak to con-
tribute $250 for the convention work, in
which case not even an individual repre-
sentation can come from it.

Conventionism is neither Scriptural nor
expedient. It is a weight, an ultra-organic
parasite on the churches. It is not the
churches, nor is it the “denomination.” It
is institutional, human in nature, purposes
and plans, apart from church authority
and control, and despotic in practice.
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The Origin of Conventt

;ations
Assoctd
¥ ChlSZ"c.f'?ptural

By BEN M. BOGARD

The Origin of sl sofl:;}’:
The Educational S.ecretarz’tor T. b “lye
€rn Baptist Convention, D(I’ﬁch givescould
has published a book w well as I e
Origin of conventionism as sman OF 4
QoFit ¥and He s the spolig pOssiblYight
Southern Baptist COnVentlont’; I say mBaP’

word will be taken when Wffa uthern
¢ disputed. On page 15, “So
tist Missions,” he says:

ring
Ketter" o
At a ministerg’ meeting at
October,

f
ces O a-
1792, after the public szl;':e to gsn‘
2y were ended, the ministers !‘o 187 8 fmw_
Sult furthep on the matter and t the fol 2
dation at leasgt for a society, whe‘;l e o
g reaolutions were proposed an u S
8Breed tq. %
uResolutlon: ‘Every person wht; sshﬂlmgs
8crihe ten Dounds gt caaaoie
ang 8ix

e

m onside

Pehce annually ghan pe

Smber ¢ over

the 50cietyv.u » ts
IS wag the first step the Bax?t:s. The
bt A ar odern conventionis ay ©

ew Y fo e SOciety raised, theto s
anization, $63.52 in cash orTl
It w2 and conventionism was 5 t

0l ho observed that there wahurch
rch represented, and not a ¢ first
80cj OHi\:‘lted in the form ation of this s
tO. Over tvehtion WhoSe purposecom‘
!nlssioned hi he Work the Lord had
8 ehurcheB thian

1y

BEN M. BOGARD
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Thus conventionism began in England.
In the United States the same sort of

thing wag done. In Ray’s book, page 255,
f We read:

“We, the delegates from Missionary Socie-
ties and other religious bodies of the Baptist
denomination in various parts of the United
States, met in convention in the city of Phila-
delphia, for the purpose of carrying into
effect the benevolent intentions of our con-
8tituents, by organizing a plan for eliciting,
combining and directing the energies of the
Whole denomination in one sacred effort for
Sending the glad tidings of salvation to the
bheathen, and to nations destitute of the pure
Bospel light, do agree to the following rules
and fundamental principles, viz:

“That a Triennial Convention shall here-
after be held, consisting of delegates, not ex-
ceeding two in number, from each of the
8everal Missionary Societies and other re-
ligious bodies of the Baptist denomination
NOwW existing or which may hereafter be
formed in the United States, and which shz}ll
each regularly contribute to the general mis-
sionary fund a sum amounting at least to
one hundred dollars per annum.”

. Thus we see that American convention-
ISm began in 1814, in Philadelphia, and not
a church was consulted. Societies only
were represented, and they only on condi-
tion that they pay at least $100 a year to
he general fund. Thus societies and
money were recognized and the churches
despised. Churches had nothing whatever
to do with starting conventionism. It be-
£an independent of the churches, and then
began he conquest of the churches. It
has never been the policy of conventionism
to follow the orders of the churches, but it
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f
ven™ ..g 0
: the con ergi®
is the avowed policy O_f ect the en't e
“elicit, combine and dir i

pé:
. ) SuCh hqll ¢
i cn. sha” %
the Who'le q:no?;mna;\;, an ei‘;erl tio? f
'tll}lfexiegilsnnliog’the slightest y

icy; qer
hange this p?c:h ind

any disposition to c-tato jt, chur 89
the churches submi entio? it
pendence is gone. p Conv a 5P B

The Southern Bagzli:;as simp],gn, wtl;;le
organized in 1845. I 1 conVentle of “ig
off from the Triennia The cat®” RaY |
no change in principle. stion. 1(25 ap?lsg
split was the slavery que uthern ryi?
book, page 30.) The So olicy ,Oft afg’(;
Convention continues the I")[‘he firs n th’
to control the churches. and als9 onve”
graph in the Constitution paptist ©
By-Laws of the Southern costin®
s % S ) 57
R)a "?sz?xr)féssed with the °b”g:,“ozﬁ0f me;?"
On the Convention to endeavelicitr o8 nof“"
Betically ang systematically to whole de

and direct the energies of the the P
In one sacred effort for
of the gospel, etec.”

i
ol it
out ict
conventionism started 0% ) elthe
Mission to contro] the churches; s O 1et
COmbine direct the energies ', pe
Omination,” gnd it has - t
SRlonith ot ‘
Chy

:a foOI s
determination. It lsWill tht!
Sln;-:::gs © decide whether they
Ql‘Owd == the.

to
Ir God-given liberw; h(t)

Some 0L BelEapy i Hod  dictator > d 10

Churcheg g4 directors 2

R el put
Misgigrism 1g a Modern Invention,
tomaVOTk Is of Divine osig s
Mism g only a fraction

S e =
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3 hundred yearg old, but Mission.ary Bap-
tist churches have been doing missionary
Work a]] through the centuries since the

ord gave the commission to the Baptist
church gt Jerusalem. There was never

for the formation of conven-
tionigm bee

work was suc-

o Main in 1789
The Bodenhelm Association was actively
Missionary 1785. Millett descripes the
Work ag follows: “This plan consisted in the

W and desti-
»  Where Christ wag not

See Millettg History of the B
b e, page 425. This was three years
ef“r? Fonventionism was invented,
lissions in North

Carolina in 1787
In Reaq’g and Burkitg
Kehukee

S History of the Old
Association we
14t ot onjy ordaineq
Biftg algo p

aptists of

Pon by the
to engage in the
churcheg, but in
pear necessary.”

S S —
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20 CONVENTIONISM REFUT efore ; aikthseetflospel in destitute places among the

) rs oy | ements, at tpe discretion of the As-

This wag twenty—scven. y e]?l erlcg’ | Bogiation; a8reed to recommend the same to

there wag g Baptist convention into A2 everc;umhes aieeihat the interest of what-

This Association finally lapsed “Missl"n ‘ %7 De raised for tha burpose shall be

str{ctly aPportioneq to

: ”
nomianj es to be a S, (Mj that purpose only.
n?, 4Msm and (_eqscc'l riginally W2 ert | 177 s ot Philadelphia Association for
ary” Baptist body, as it orig pefore t e » Page 158
€n was that? In 1787, . ‘ : 4 ‘
- C ce we fin¢ 1 o i WVas thirty.six years before there
aS any convention. Hen ven a3 a Bapt yea )
Association plan before any con I}J)lSt convention in America.
i | nglish Baptists in 1689
€Xisted | aptists in
2 . 65 e assemp] h «
issi : ia In 17 or ! C > ¥ which adopted the “London
llglsfSIOnS in Pennsylva“(’:fl Americuofw_ re(;?:t?tl})n of Faith” wag undoubtedly a rep-
Europz Ol:we leuivmg e s;:wr::e or two 4! pig the fam:m body ang correctly represented
tons froy o o0 to make Philadel? o that and practice of Baptist churches at
8 from the Minutes of the hia f ime, e shall quote from Armitage’s
Associatiop In 1765 the Philadelp ou? .mSto"

Y of Baptists. He says: “The first

. a 7

gifat:?lﬁcfuf o i purkiy c?lflnef';al Assembly’ wag held in 1689, on a
o sthgiven in Rea SAssociation o Kitfiy olt{n the London churches, signed by
Nortn Carolj S Kehu}{eé ‘Divine on ‘ 1 DOllys and Keich, with three others.
dence giq, nda' Y m“ows]' nia Associst’y in gnél"e‘“ Was for ‘a general meeting here
O gep, e8e the Philadeg Miller, tWO o churen on of twe principal brethren .of every
their ministssm' Vanh.orn anh t AssocC atio count of the same faith with us, in every
Who 4y, €Ts belonging to tha vel into d Aoy y Tespectively’.” (Page 207.) We I?O:v
Southem COI; B SIoLEEyito trahurChes an’ ‘ &5 e rom Benedict’s History of Bap‘t‘m?
Preacy i Onies, and vigit the ctheir instf“_ ‘ 8 Decting this meeting, as follows: lf:ge
Inentauty glgspel. * ok x Through wakenedl .ved among other things to raise a fund for
Many o’ a0y people were a }4 Miggj

Onar ist feeble
inced Y Durposes and to ass
their o those churches were convinc do¢- Churches, "a14, for the purpose of ministerial

°T, and were instructed in “’Sewefe | educatiop » (Page 336.)
organizeq > B9SDel and some churche B

hose - idently As-
: on churches were then evide
i’imelmes & etv]v:’ and established up Thes® SOCiation Bapti hutah Two mes-
B.Ircheg th € doctrine of grace. the aptist churches. h equal-
1nlintlst cont:s;;ewly constituted, adopteondon .sellgers from each church—chure e was
th01889. e D Of faith adopted in Ld B ‘ y. Thig was 103 years before there &
SUgh ¢ Churcheg reformed, ‘ . 3 g Honestly,
Yong) ( OW in ny oD gocid | 2 Baptist convention on earth. d
%3, 36,y °MPact gy 'PeT, entered into AS o8 What g i those editors an
h.s') POUt the year 1765' (PAE 0 you think of tho S
they. & Was re authorg who persistently assert | ALhave
Qarrsi Vas o c‘ge“t%seven years bet_'on "}’ho_ refuse to adopt conventllO:;Vl}Slat they
Ag&?}% on mig:i‘;ention; an associatior ! 8plit off,” but will never tel
.. > We nal‘y w
A Moy, h ork.

ava t
On belng m};

€ following :
de for raising a fund,
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gave_"sp]it off” from? There wel'e;;,
tizgclst conventions, nor Conventio'nh or
S8, nor churches co-operating i
ig::loz\?élons of similar character Ol:n' u
r 1,700 years. We ask aga) 1 it

he name of right and justice Wh# erat?

t
“},]l%}tl t?lose churches refusing to co-oF%
conventions have split off frorty

“In I:’{IIS&"lons in Wales in 1654 on 12
1654 the e Association held at SWan®
ST church at Llantrisaint pro?

]anw%le_ churches of Abbergaven“ey pick
also then 1 to support their ministers: g
trisaint ¥ did. From the messengers ¢ ~¢po
ancient also, they proposed to TéY¥
the s Otder of things, that is, tO enco™ s
Pport of the missionary cause.” (621

ose
and

Hiﬂto
Thisry of Welsh Baptists, page 86-) g8
Baptist VZZ‘: 138 years before there v};’:re
vention in the world- T e

are nu
oW (r:l})tel:s of good Baptist bretlﬂl‘erl XJ’
vlon fg. side of their unnecessary i1} a e
tiong) , oconventions and human inve
ol [ ¥ould like the best imagi“aweé
ofd Bap xsg » to take an excursion O th
Buttl e, aloshlp of Zion, up the stred
love Jear b 12 Baptist succession Jines;
thve to hao Cthren, ag h o W uld
e ty Ve you ’ .muc as w ol
g0 with us, we tell 3

OCcasiong,

ut
ang > Vo
bogy PUst g nd alilee, along the 1in®

c Yo cessj
OIIVent;.:)nz!re nO:;loin’ unless you Ieavet a2
oo eginI;' ét 1792 is whe
exp). Pack ( 2ck to 1 onventions
clatlic:,red :Z to Jer351792, but beyond th?
# Bagtl-o 1 to calem’ it is all an U
ity qCOveutionites, ASSO
have to chang®
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boats
ostlé(s) %?: k;ack to where Christ and the
the Countryn ed g’OSpel churches all over
o Aty Don’t go back there, breth-

T ry to unless you change up.

bl‘ethren Whand en'treat my convention
teach e 0 are disposed occasionally to
succession Pl;each and write about Baptist
just one ti,m e0 try convention succession
BVe toltal .hIf you want succession you
vention Iin church succession—your con-
€ 18 over 1,700 years too short.

“By th Wal.denses in 1229
of the elae assiduous and unceasing efforts
Qualif °rs and teachers to instruct and
e Y every member of the communit
by the g [5ROTant of the way of Sairan -
S € system of local itinerancy, whil o
unitertook more extensive jouihe lec’}f:ers
teDdZ((Ii (::if:;tsi 2 Rtiogwhiolo bOd}fs.Were o:te-
R ncalcula
igz?'fhe" exertions pro?zi?se%oofii: nt(:) Zli'(z:::: o
L papy GoHd”  (See Orchard’s Histor Vol
I’{ ge 195) Yy, Vol
ere i :
largerzczeco_%ﬂp,era};ﬂlve mission W.ork on a
e Walder;ses :nd a}'e et
Number of othe h.swl"ter accounts by a
Sbeak of their rh istorians. All of them
and activity in f?h urches and of their zeal
Del, but not s € qupagatlon o'f thg gos-
convention exlilet.mentxons anything like a
Simply organi zzdmg among them. It was
and effort ref co-operqtlve church w?rk
just e € el"red to in the quotation
theve ot This was 563 years before
T de‘r s a Baptist convention on earth.
Bapliaiy what those an(.:lent Waldensean
Baptists ?ind Welsh Baptists and all other
own to 1792 “split off” from?

|
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nv i ver ‘'SP

If Convention Baptists ne

n
have & Let
from anything, of course they

.

t.
Chris
broken succession back cte(;sio S ;
them try to run the suc 7th, Sth an
Paulician Baptists in b fhd i
9th Centunese believetien_
The Paulician Baptists Wgetrh and 9thch8,-d
church missions in the 7th, guit of StoliC
turles, as the following ”‘ccof the APOS™ 4.
shows: “An evident mark ole must
SPirit possessed by this peo(ll)s or publ Jus
mitted by all. without fun rt the ard®
cieties to countenance or Buppzelr respecqte
undertaking otherwise than tgle penetr? nd
churches, the Paulicians fearles ¢ Furope
© the most barbarous parts o ed into YU
Went single-handeq and single-ey

I
racte
£ cha
sonflict with every grade ©O

: el‘t5
(Page 139, o asser™”
eree the historian positively o SO
that ¢

; ad 1
-4t those Pauljcian Baptlstsoll‘lt their <
Cleties tqo Countenance or supg to the €y
uous undertaking, but wen ter
flict 28AINSt every grade of Characise tha?
Bothing ¢, Support them “otherwsiderlng
thejr TeSpective churches.” Con t estab”
lpe. fact ¢ at the order which Chris foul'th
B g el e perse
; athe

Clltiox?:;’v and that it was heat

f
a g O
L ingy o 2 drove the true WorshlpeStion
el into obscurity, and Papal persec have
M the g h to the 15th century, we ary
S Covered with misslon]es.
back to Chyiot and the apost

d:

° th to the word of Go o
Aty : Inteng T

21“ S mlz;: the Powers in the heavenly

hnreh th, t he Ktiown through the

om of God, accord-

magq
e Manirg1q v?

it Off':
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osed
ing to Hig eternal purpose which He purp

” * -11 (Re-
In Christ Jesyg our Lord.” Eph. 3:10-11 (
vised version.)

Again:

ist
“Unto him he glory in the church by Chr

er.”
e8us unto ajy generations forever and ev
Eph. 3:21. (Revised version.)
Once more:

to
“These things write I unto thee, hoping
com

€ unto thee shortly. But if I tarry :,(:Ielsgi
that thoy mayest know how thou gu%vhich
to behave thysels in the house of Gou'lar and
18 the church of the living God, the 5. (Re-
8round of the truth.” 1 Tim. 3:14, 15.

vised vergion. . .
0 we h(;vze it in the beginning, C(e’in_l;sg:
Straight on down to the present tg:rough-
Sociational missions all the way f et
Onventionism is an inventxqél gf God.
Ut scriptural mission work ll  iPHES
€ should not be Hardshells, e
should we pe Conventionists, Baptiste
Should pe Scriptural Missionary
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PART 1I

Church Associations
Scriptural

0
tanc®

(Note: The following is the silbifl e dii

a speech made by Ben M. Bogar¢ penick di
bate with I. N. Penick, and which his day

not attempt to refute. It remains to t
unanswered.)

e ar”
. From time to time those who havenl:al‘al
ticipated in the work of forming 2 £¢ in
association of churches, and in oppos n-
the Principles and methods by which Coeﬂ
ventionism carries on its work, have D% e
challenged to “prove there is Scriptur
Or an association.” They confessed ther®

Was and is none fo v 1 8-
r the ion 8Y
tem, and then po e convent

ints ting at us say, “Prov®
associat : Y,
is fair. “i?swlf 31'0“ can.” That challeng®
Seripture for \ewh:z“?ﬁld t‘lixat they produc€
aid them, the €y do before we wi

> Y ha.ve a ri

w 2 ight t
f(ﬁ_g’rgl?:ce Scripture for w‘})lgtelzxvand that
none, cogfez;dt}‘::& They have :rg;m?: (;
SO give it up. cannot produce ]

Th
ey sSay there 1S no Sctlpture fOI‘ th
e

s in the t €e with
surrendere?lnic(;le;;{ (t)lln; Y are g’ %h 0 place
Content €y have

and
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they wish us to surrender too.

In the first place there are various kinds
01 associations formed on different prin-
¢Iples and for various purposes. Of course,
We do not claim there is Scripture for any
and all sorts of associations, for any and
all sorts of purposes under any and all
Sorts of laws. But there is Scripture for
N association of churches in work to sup-
Port missionaries, to raise funds and dis-
burse them, under the law of Christ.

he word “association” is derived from

€ Latin, “adsocaire.” It is the Latin
®quivalent of the Greek “koinonia.”” But
We have an English translation, and 1n
he English version the translators used

e Anglo-Saxon word “fellowship” as the
®quivalent of the Greek “koinonia.” They
a}so translated it by the words “ministra-
tion” (Rom. 15:31), “service,” (2 OO
11:8), where the word is “diakonia, dlfv )
meaning through and “koinonia” fello %
S.ip or association. It was apph‘;drrsﬁe
Cifically to the work which Paul per gr e

oth as missionary and as treaswiv’ ©.
i‘-he churches in contribui:{ingdfOr t

lef of the poor saints. Reac: tak-
other churclp;es (notice it is churcilssgo you
ing wages of them (plural them)
(diakonia) service.” 2 Cor. 1 2 .

The churches which SupPPOT=®.
missionary to Corinth were li.l s
or association in the matter of ST o4 by
him and he was a missionary the pur-
churches associated ?Oget}ﬁf o
pose of supporting him- them—’more tha
wages of them (plural,
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ohe), to do you sérvice.” Here is & scrl;:lh‘ : e;“gacedonian churches themselves.
tural example of an association of € u:;hile | tribution, ;gged el to receive the con-
°S In the matter of supporting Paul ‘mis- :' “chogey, of th hat Paul with others were
he preacheq at Corinth. He was 2 "¢ 8 YIth this graee UrChes to travel with us
Slonary of 5y, association or feHOwShlporﬂ | Us,» oy, Srace which js administered by
Churches anq received wages or pay I | “diakoneq» he worq “administered” js
them fq, his work as missionary- es- ‘ 0 the 55 and means 5 service rendered
RETSEN9) thelgay s - “And when I was PI'" Paul vy :fzmated churches). 4. That
eglt With you ang wanted, I was € argk— | 2t aCedon.o other churcheg besides those
? € to no man, for that which was ‘2 m lettey from '8 about the matter, for the
oo Bto me the brethren which came e e with oy cich We are quoting was writ-
acedonig Supplied,” ete. So it wWas t 8 ‘ that not oz] €18, 681 The context shows
atzelcclE(_ionian ChUrchés which ‘were 3550;0 ‘ c}.m ch é’glﬂul but Titus visited other
mis 20 the work of supporting Paul, th Visits alsed th L by correspondence and
Ang 22Ty of the churches to Corint; Vard cappieq o jond, which was after-
HIean'P aul cg]ig this work ‘“dia-konid Otherg v, or(;  poerusalem by Paul and
tion» Ng work done through an “assoc’® Chogep treas We have seen were elected or
Ho 9 1::1urches. fodo Purpoge, urers by the churches for this
Not ge wag iation ? W
Macégloo"?’ probabl;’hﬁfﬂ;siﬁcelactlfll?;ches.0 ‘ doni:n czve already seen that the Mace-
RN Dicontend vor o s coociatio | Meang g, ui"chefi were associated in raising
the chyyopS I work raising funds, givi®® We co) 2UI'S support as a missionary;
Rem, Cheg j orm: £ g i ! Sequ See these same churches, and con-
Konj,» - Mber that 100, etc. “dia- ‘ duently tyq same iati Iso co-
e the Gresk word “dif Oberatiy S association, a
ateq et for tans Work don e h associ- o it ; g€ to raise funds for benevolence.
M2 2 o P e = Socigpi.. 2PSolutely sure there was an as-
fo Cedon;, + 8:4, Pay] me ’ a,tlon of churches in Macedonia in
J(:a:t ra?sechu c sucosays ofythe -sae - ‘ eaUIs day for both missions and benevo-
ari;f.alem, :nfUnd r ?ﬁgrmng t;ifllil;.s a asngitf. that those who served the churches
t “P;‘ay' d impoverisﬁggr SmiSSioﬂ‘ and thmlals were “chosen of the churches,
t;‘}i‘-aty tﬁhg e 15 at those thus chosen traveled, WYOts
(qb“tionat We o oi0g) oo With e th TS, took collections and disburse |
sa§8°ciat) ang tould recej : anuc o ‘ €m according to the wish of the givers.
willms” ad Servake On uve the gift (COP i We have Seen: 1. There was an associa- |
! finq.Rel d t;:: )WE m?niglzgr-f e""twsfﬁf tion of churches in Macedonia fortb;);h i
W ole oS opbS | Missions anq benevolence. I call i e ‘
e move;';mte;r?é}ga{gg | Macedonian Baptist Association. 2. E’éﬂéé “
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST COL f.

4229 HWY. 15 NORTH

LAUREL, MS 39440
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1 tll -
. Corm ord

h at -0
Paul wrote to the chué'sl_e their C‘;Ociateg
was endeavoring to se to the a8 g, a0

tion in the contribution 1 . A0
fund. 3. Now look In the colleC” yuc”
read: “Now concerning orders ( o g0
the saints, as I have given Galatia, €7 ad
tions) to the churches 1n hat Pa - ab
£ d you will see latia 2 st
Sl the churches in G2 o €Dy
written to ne s trying hel'c
the same thing and w e o
their help in the same en edoni a, Cor} %
fore the churches of Macedo this 5.
and Galatia were all enlisted in S the
and that included all the chur Aeged
in existence, on both sides of the T In
Sea, in both Asia Minor and EurGentiles
few words, all the churches of the o th
formed into a general association, of the

work of contributing to the relief

A TR an
boor and persecuted Jewish Christians
impoverished missionaries,

Now I hav

~ : e
€ Proven there is Scriptul
for an Association of

merij ed in the

3 1Can S . .

Baptist Churches, fop }, th SOClation of
enevolence, [t is 18

plain g

2 Migsj
& SCriptypy) 4 Ons and
“pde Ten Comp,
Golden Rule,

n n
: ow
for the broof take thlizt athose
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they come “over into the Macedonia (asé
Sociation) ang help us.” They say the;t
'S no Scripture for the way they m'eb :
Work, and we agree that there is none, bu
_here is Scripture for the way we are donpg_’
I and they should quit their extra-Sqll')lllé
tura] method and get with us on the Bi :
I have shown Scripture for both loc?;1
3nd general agsociations of churches i
Work; for inter-church committees.to rt:-
Ceive ang disburse funds, travel, write le&
ters, give information to the churches, an
ATy out the will of the churches. o
at T oppose is: 1. The.m?klng d
Constitutiong or laws by associations z;;he
fOnventions, for the government of L
Work of the churches in missions. Churake
ave no authority to legislate or n(;ele-
AWS and if they have none they cantions;
%ate none to associations or conven g
40d when these bodies make laws.tft) gr 5
°In the work, they violate the Baptist P ot
Cible that “churches are executlve\:vhole
legislative bodies,” and overturn t}rlle o
abtist position. For this rea:SfO aptist
€ old General Association of declared
Churches was formed we simply is
Principles,” the first of which iiation of
“The object of this .asSOf the worl
Churches is the evangelization ?n the New
according to methods found ches declare
estament.” Thus the Ch‘i:;m.k shall b‘?
it their principle that ﬂl,‘l{estament ]atv;:
One according to New an laws whfher
and this abrogates all hug‘vention or eb s
€T made by association, c0 on the NeW
odies, and puts Baptists




M pErUT?” B
: 1S

3 - VE:\T[OI\

29 CONV

MmO s
hus hare iple a
tament as the 0 with Bapti® of eP
Baptist practice T 1. ation
This is not 3 py which 2 og 8t 5
powers to boar S,ve missiond” ent mloca
control and remo New Testar t feld'
pleasure. In ;h(ivas gent frof
the missionar . irit, .26 " el
churches by the Hféyl?f . Acts 8:2 ot f
(Acts 11:22; Acts 1857 F iation O ob
10:20), and no man;;he local oWe 8
organization than . had any p oy W f
which he was a member missionﬁ1 uﬂde
control over him. Thel urch an
amenable to the local ch hristian gty
the law of Christ for his C other m tbe
ment and doctrine, just as aanf ct that g
ber. This is proved by the 12 orS to 'ﬂg
church at Antioch sent messeng neer® ¢
quire of the Jerusalem church CO™ - Weﬂt
the teachings of certain persons W augb
out from the Jerusalem church an ec0f’
circumcision; the Antioch church xs dic
nized both the responsibility and jurls ¢
tion of the Jerusalem church over the do e
trine and conduct of its members, and th
Jerusalem church disavowed and disowned
the doctrine thus taught by its own mem-
bers. (Acts 15). Here is chutrch author-
ity over its own members, under the laws
of Christ, and there was no board tg man-
age the question, to appoint or rem
missionary. Besides, th
are specific on t

CONVENTIONISM REFUTED

them, byt it shall not be so among YO“&
(Matt, 99 :25-26.) The Convention boar S
0 exercise authority over the mission

aries and they violate the above plain 1aw
Of Jesus Christ.

For this reason we see

t}_‘e inter-church committee of the agsoiﬁé
on of churches, which we found in -

&W Testament, did not either appoint 0S
¢ontrol the missionaries; their work wgl
to give information to the churches, travit:
collect and disburse funds. That comm it
tee collected and administered moneyt:ion
id not control men. But cmwer:nen.

oards control both money and ted by
Under the New Testament law, adop an is
the American Association, every 11mwship
free and equal and we have fe“?s and
and peace; under convention lfjzhe mis-
board dominion and authority: and rule
Sionary is under board auth.orlty o fellow-
a slave, there is no equality, tltlx the mis-
ship and no peace unless forsooery and seé-
Sionary quietly submits to slav of liberty-
cures peace by the destruction governing

The New Testament 1aWs =i = rhe

issi 11 and cOmPTl" " corth
mission work are fu hall “g0 P
mandatory law is that we 3ery cre‘iltuﬁfz;t
and preach the gospel to 'ior}’ law 15 tver
Matt. 28:19. The prohibUots iy o
we shall not “exercise

33

Matt.
5.
: : the WOr™" jer to
eq er in doing
lomeemove the | 5055 50" Now, thereforer B o, b
he m WS fof Christ h ize these laws W2 iy ov As-
3 atter of armonize <o autho jean
DOW exercised by episcopaco the powers We must not exercise 8- mer
lgilllessmn boards; “pye Drinceg o4 Baptist | other as we go. Hence
they ther o5 dominop occ® Of the Gen-
ey that are Ereat oy n

ies
- ) (d
the misS inte
e A hurches re 1S
ml?lg::\ otfhg churches: the
r

: e€m, gand
er
Cige authority’ upon
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e 1 .
: informatio? we mlS;
church committee o:ver them- urch®
any power at all ‘ble to the Chul.ches
gionaries are respons pers, the € "
of which they are m& 7o ™, ymi ymo?
rate through t! ice is BT o
co-ope ist practice 3
support them, Baptis ent laws 2
ized with New Testam equall
amples, we have ha'rmony'on. t
peace, and the work goes overning
Abolish man-made laws gover, .. al
S everyw gtl
work and the workers, ce con
i is will embrac® = . g,
along the line. This wi Onventl 5
tutions of associations and ¢ i declar
Instead of these laws let the 5 the
their adherence and submissio w Test?”
laws of Christ as given in the Ne cate 18
ment, and the churches to co-ope
the work under those laws. mis-
Abolish board authority, set the1 t0
sionaries free, let them be amenab e.c
the discipline of the churches of whi £
they are members, under the laws ©O
Christ, just as a1l oth:

pe

This does not mean
vision. The local ass

is their ri
from human to divi

ne 1aW a LI
duty to do so, So, » and it
tions,

can chan e
tution g

1 eir ¢ Onven-
S or aws the
Yo submit tq g, 0 2

ndconsti-

» an agree

eir inci Sxo i

Principles oy 4 get o Igfﬁe’ declare
groungd,

| T
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jon
48 We have asked the Southern Conventio
0 do.

. These are the Biblical reasons a!}dt pr;?e
¢IPles for which Association Baptis S% are
contending_ They have sought to. res <A
abuse in associations and conventml:3 Ao

4Ve met persecution from conves 108
leaders all over the land. Th?‘ abus e
admitteq and we are told to sésﬁgse e
20d reform these abuses,” buE gl
Btay inside are set down as ‘‘en R
MiSSionsn; the very moment theli’ D e
Teform the abuges they are abs teto e
oIm. Nothing remains then, bu inst the
the appeal to the churches as a_gm e
SITors and abuses of conventmnlcsutiorls o
aCe and in spite of the perse o this
the Jeaders of conventionism. Churches
e shall do without hesitatiol. ==/ on
of the living God should qmet n Bible
AWS and episcopacy and gination fro}r:;
8round and so save the denO{)“astors of t e
error, division and decay- ld open tgzir
Churches of Christ shou 4 show tk !
Mouths like men of God ain the BOC';D [
People the way laid dowgbey Jesus &

od. Urge the people to londer Ul
though every c0nvent1<é1€op the M2 :
Sun persecutes you. S thons and SHirca
tion of your local asscgers' Get o 1ib<’al'ty
es by convention maste i i ¢t e
ground and “stand th made % ocmtlof
Wherewith Christ 1\}/‘1‘_"1 cedonial hurches

We think the Macei ipe c
was the first oné:

- ls—
< itiative 1 ipe m
ja took the 1mtlg paul
Macedom:lh o gupportl

work, bo
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it a
: ra]Slng
sionary, and ther’é .}2rusalem' le¢ 1
the poor saints 2 b ipdividud =y Bat
been mission work bY church scul_ ch as
as when the Jerusalemand the e act
nabas, Acts 11 :22-23, d Bal‘nabas’ act’
Antioch sent Saul an +i1 after ¥
13:1-4, but it was not un establisp d a
donia churches had beend estabhsh e
Paul had preached an e Yoree
church at Corinth t}}at e wes of therr;’her
other churches, taking Wag ~me the %ipe
do you service.” Then later C 2 7€
matter of benevolence an 4 the mo I
Macedonian churches, which 1e C orint )
ment, but the churches also O the Gev
Galatia and all the ‘“churches O = ubs
tiles,” were enlisted by the efforts no¥
Titus, Timothy and perhaps others: were
many we do not know, but they 05
“chosen” of the churches for the purP es”
and of them Paul says, “They are the ™
sengers of the churches and the glory ©
Christ,” and through them as an intél”
chqrch committee the churches were a5°
sociated in the work, just as in the Ameri'
can Association.
There was no vast ¢

oncourse of thou-
sands of “delegates;’ no large gathering
at any one place, no glorifying of “oreat
1_eaders,” no useless or

ganization, s
lnery and expense, no lording it over“éac}’1
heritage, No masters over the gei
but a sufficient, capable e rethren
commlttee, which Y arnest' Select d
the matter pet Teote, tray le i
e eiore the cp, and laid

itely the op;
rendering Iech o

€8 explaining
a faithful s:?e. ee fOrt and

for the

|
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( : :
?:)“rches in the work. There was no viola-
:i’/{f the fundamental laws laid down by

e aster, but there was association woxf‘
Urches j thelc &
committee.es el e i

y (L have borrowed much of the i‘?oreg"i.n}g1
I‘gluments from J. A. Scarboro, for whic
8ladly giye credit.—B. M. B.)

Dont forget that the association

Shown

hurch'
j soonasc
es h » Was formed Jl.lSt as

been established to form it, bﬁgﬁ
?udch of the New Testament was WI
nd th

the
the organization of churches
FORMATIO%\Ia OF AN Assom%"rl‘égl;
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT R
SIMULTANEQUS ACTS, and thus

ment
Incorporated in the New Test?
Canon,

we have

al
Therefore a local and 2 g'es:?:ns
association of churches in both I;l,lile the
and beneyolence are Scriptural, ‘: confes-
Convention system is by its 'Owand 1 say
Sion an extra-scriptural affalt, ;¢ violates
an unscriptural affair, becau B asSociaffe
the prohibitory law gOVermr_lzg5_26, which
work, laid down in Matt. 2028900 iy ove
8ays we must not exercise au 3
one another. cossion the conventio
By its own confessiof 1a
exDese’rimel:\t is extra'scrﬂg‘: rSacriPturaL
1,700 years too young o & agsocid
By the Book of Godfir such 2% ¢ the
churches is Scriptural, paul’s day,fmd Ga~
ciation was formed e CofinthTO THE
churches of Macedoéuof{WARD
latia. Let us goNT
NEW TESTAMENZ:
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the
-QlbS
Conventionisim V?;;
""" Baptist Fai
1A 4d N

0
By L. S. BALLARD ys 2

o onglu 10
It will sound somewhat 1€ ethre? p0b
doubt to our Conventloiz1 they are 2ith
charge it upon them tha Baptist 1 e
keeping pace with the “e to 7 o
Nevertheless their indlffel‘e:t law i3 “eor
parture from New -TeStameworl a calls e
efforts to evangelize the a1 in @ o
the indictment. We do mnot ¢ San th
tion their zeal for God, nor imp

motives in seeking to rea

00¥
ch every, L of
and every corner of all the coun

tlgff;ist,
the world with the gospel of Jesug £ the
for this is the express comman
Son of God in Matthew 28:19, 20,
do hone

0
put W;
stly and sincerely demur to 27
disregard for th

e

e established law of ,th_

New Testament governing the evangehz?'
1 d. The New Testament 15
£ faith and Practice; take

M us and we have no spe-

cific guide in. matters of religion, nor eg-

our only rule o

t entuy
Yy to
t €d, or ge asi
m might Suggest, but itKiI: tlalz

L.

)
o BALLARD
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geable 1
ecil}ly ena(?;dof God, divinely and
e irst and 1 by which the churche
e €S are to b ast, and all intervenins
]‘il:tifiabfe g}’Ounde ggv:med in their worlﬁ
ing. Soide the c{vemin;pﬁg;‘;“;ﬁ’l g
grollx(l)g the gan governing thg, ! selt—
Tunpj S they wSpeL then on thé) o
laing, chan ould be justifiable in e
New gro\,erningglflg, or setting asideovflf.
estament immersion, or any othee
leaq ta method doctrine as to that rn'1t1:err
i of procedure w0uld‘ soon
st sort of chaos, and finally

h
Te € com
8
tamentpéete destruction of ever
aptist ideoctrine and principle 5
als, faith and practic'es

rm
Ch R ori 5
uprfli;t ang:l T}%ted and estabhshed
T e churchs;;p%tles. When Jesus set
TR the gos e gave it the law of bap-
world a pel of galvation, and finaly
s its field of operation

Baid t
o 1}
?;l.ch (g‘:‘lfeCh}quh, “Go ye therefor®
a Ing the (.hSCIPIGS of) all nations: -
(nd e e name foSE Fa
Spirit) ton, and of the Hol
ings wh eaching them to ob rve
and lo, I atsoever I have € manded you:
the eng am with you always en U
This of the world.”
oard commission not givel
ciation committee, COY
Sraf: but to the church ©
sion toogﬁelt }fc;lloWS tha i g;e e
of ach the goSP ca d
°Vet;}li hands of the chu a ozl
o boards, it

Decify

were

entio?; o
es rist
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n ingsS
of argumentation history pol ¢ King
money basis,
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with its gold and silver; ! & JearninZ]
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= CONVENTIONISM RE¥ UT}:] to b2¥” };‘;‘;\an wisdom and expediency. Such UTe
or associations, then the 3Uth°rlty- stit“‘ QOH;an_ted propaganda has led to m_uch
tize can be transferred to Sucll g8 ent F Usion and division among Baptists-
tions, and so the church is 2 use ieve , be c:" well informed Baptists Who love the
in the world. We would not, 1OV " nos muse of Christ more than the Praise 2
understood as opposing the us® e OF an’ and who fear to disobey, OF tgfmpel‘
things by the churches; put wha ad % £ th New Testament law, are not going 9
pose is the churches being used 2 2 the f° OW such unscriptural leadership- 'And
trolled by them. This 1S oned o con” Or this reason divisions and qub-divisionse
charges we lay at the door of IO & aoub? Tebellions and revolts have already arisen
ventionism, which proves beyor & eeping { AMmong Baptists. Since Convention Bap-
that Convention Baptists arc not I f tists broke away from New estament 13%
pace with the old-time Baptist f'alt (iomi’ ‘ and adopted rrbl,odl;:rn methods, following
neﬁ?ﬁer{; conventionism with lt:ng e | the plans devised by human WiSd%rI?vianI::e
Testag oards was not known amo . yeré | €Xpediency, as an argument 0 £° " nd
ment churches, and is D" rpe | 1€ ung - o that they &Y€ rig ir
authorized by New Testament law. 0 ! that @ USpect}ng g they point 0 .hi’._

germ from which it was 1aid 1 t | o od is with them, mosynary instt

Kettering: England sprang 1792, a \ : eat church-plants, elee Y ties ( 1n o
which tirme Ean', in October wss utions, schools, and u.mvell; e debt)»
formed by cept missionary soclely _.ye | Which are hopelessly Ve Ve But c;)r(;
self-appointed aa;:g ministers who. thO“t ‘, and say, “Look what W¢ VS aeand meth >

church autho'rity acted wholly WA s answer to their unsound 1082 4 "y EgYP

was known, or hay Not a single chul | i
|
\

had any voice i fal® |
in the aff? |
Was founded strictly on g

o les
A - otitutions oo temP
y ba A N | and its wonderful 1ns -3s; its ods:
gilr';hlp in it unlesos 0111\: was allowed me'md 3 its brick-yards and nyggginh als?l tgwho
s gonventionism inpa1d the specifi® ; and more than thirty %o oy id.” 13 They
samze and has been o America was 0" | and says “T,00k what bi n BgY pt* or the
a\one pattern, with vGrDerat:,ed after the | ’ were the’ people of God :lhe richy tn 2o
= %m the line. The 0;; slight changes | wer t found among “iye ariSt 30018
to payovg: mbit now is tﬁ’eyway churchegs “' wis: 23 considered' nor , hilt nOWZre the
e bi ar ities P~
enacted and e:::‘fs and abide 1, € eXpected they founded 1© omples i o Yand o{;v‘i)th
ards and Soci:?: ed by saiq cy e laws and erected 1° :eer the lt;")o Babylo%, and
is 1{/}.&? Nons esil-,:,& 0% dif(;'nventions’ ‘ Hebrew slal‘;?:t:r s pOin;sg o arden®
€rnism erent thi i- pression. % r, ha
place Seekg DProce 15 < adnezz?®’
New Testament laset asiddl;re. its Nebuch
W by and re-

Substituting
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¢ they
gates of pearl, and says, .uL.ook wha cople
34d” But God was not in it T ¢ no
of God in Babylon had no Xings 4 jm-
palaces, established no schools, 001 de-
proved no lands. They were ke 'f comin®
spised Hebrews of the land-_ Bu tot e
a little closer to our day 1 point yoU ity of
great Temple of Diana in the -CI-cerlce
Ephesus whose wealth and magmfdlmira‘
had attracted the attention and 2 says
tion of the world (Acts 19:27), and the
“Look what they did.” If we accPl..g
progress that a people make in puil of
and fostering wealthy institutions a8 X0
that God is with them, who were the peO
ple of God in the city ) Palﬂ
. city of Ephesus; £
and his co-laborers, or the worshipper® o
Diana? The worshippe f Diana have
the best of the a R e o timé
the discipled of ng}l:ment’ ot a i m-
WA = O rist had built no te

th : point you to Romanismh
an?iw::ithle“ religious machine on ear
achievemeigu o look at her financi2
a'?d Universiiié: :::: zv orld; her colleges
of the 2 atorium
e f:r?él Shepherd ; tensl{)lind ponse”
e iSk YOu to note what and ca-
brick, and stone,  aos fpte has
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doubt the church of Jesus Christ 'Fh(;z
We are not willing to accept neithex are
We think our convention brethrel o .
ready to accept jt. We prefer ¥ meas o0
a0d determine the Scripturalness (.)ftﬁep in-
€ by their love and loyalty for
Sbired Word of God. 2850~
New Testament churches wers o the
Yated in their efforts to evangehz:pera—
World, and had their channels of /e S
ton in the days of the aROSVC  ihing
after the death of Jesus Christ eve;‘ under
WVas done by church authority: 2 gpirit-
the direct Jeadership of the = ‘ches o
Sre 'was an association Of G egrrthe
e days of Paul effected SOI¥ "o Cor
Purpose of preaching the gOSPL ted that
111800 - Bees it ds plainly S5 ieycn
aul received wages o0 g fe in diffe‘la‘s
Churches for mission work €O urcl)

pur

Those © 880~
ent parts of the CO‘J_ntry‘wages we -etlf one
rom which he received

2 in. rldv
clated together and co'_optf”:f; of the ¥ig
another in the evangeliz? 1extent : g ther:
and were organized 0 5t o am
Tl fegt s nderstandmg Tald be
Selves as to the wages
for the worl,  Bub TeXiy v cnus
from the churches; ?::1 i
ity that Paul rec®V= cpes Vo mess® g3
‘New Testament €% oans 2 :
ed in their wWoOr by *

hes- s A
elected by the "h‘glce Wa{hiﬁgs ""gfg;e o
This is exactly oo do
Missional;y ucapa erin®
the aposto
messengers pres®
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yere
ieties but they ¥ o ych
ventions, or Soclitsleclothed w;_t e Ne“{
church messenger the law o *
thority. This 1s racticeé
ay s the pract ism %, I
Testament, and wa nventionl hic
tists until modern Con 1792 at M.
born of human wisdom 1n et over 2
time human wisdom was 8 authority
the wisdom of God; churc }}11 and Pra(é_ap’
disregarded; Baptist fait feet Of sel odi-
were trampled under the law of €XP st
pointed leaders; and thihe law of Chr
ency was subst}tuted f-orMissiO“S and Cor-
Eld. J. H. Milburn, in +ks on 2
sion Methods, page 161, rema
8:19-23, as follows: 4 messens’
“Those primitive churches ha vote 38
ers whom they elected by popular ers rey”
necessity required. Those messen:;d them
resented the churches which electe
and what th

entd”
086 messengers or rep!‘zi’ty of
tives of the churches did in the capa
messengerﬂ,

for
the churches themselves did,
they were acting thro

Whom they

eir Magter's
kingdom Unnatura) for
thus COmmunicatg th each
been shown clearly

We sh
DPhase of

bi 0 enlarge upon this
€ sy
However, thi Jsct

ill .~ Space forbids.
i}' Suffice tq show how
el e o
ork of the con-
“ta’?‘en associations
€ Unitg 4 Were rep-
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. by
ngs
. «ative meeting e
Senteq in g1 co-operat n a chuf
ey trictly © etings
1S of messengers s their meé 2
Mality hagis, Whether benevolentere
axe doctrinal, e oo | Lheyl (Mehe
ethicy) In spirit and purp lly of chul e-
“ompggeq strictly and who! iism has rw{—
Mmessengers. Convenglooperates a
Versed this practice a:d society
Wsively on 5 money *side-line. thority
With the churches as a hurch aur .
Chureh equality and ¢ ention BaP
¢ Unknown among C.Onvracticc ab i
1 we are to take the%agtist ConZhurch'
SUide, The Southern all the = ches
'S the law-making body-ftof ¥ d:)l;’erate
Co-operating the;ew;;w's and °% .dé;a::
ust ef t her 3 jst C°
iR stag S0
4re the units in the S(?f : ) at,
Vention, and many d willing 5 se n-
. ’ an h sse
hOns, who are able idual cal g
theiy seats. No indivl as a¢€
o Voice in that bog;,r considel;n X
ger without a mo? 1.epreﬁen,rhougl;ger» 1y
e chqrglhzitg? votjingén mesSe " fu
€ privile 1
Sand churches Sltglr?;tist ;
the Southern yrch au seat® 3 alr®io
Clothed with c}I;: refused T D moth®
Sengers would thcomlsvay o
Money was f(i-f;d OnS Yonias
een contr}:bi‘:. adml
bay for thel 0! uy rel
Thus the Y’(gﬁi ol “pie top‘;o et
. i e
Yliglel(:ﬂfsfch t'hit 1; at tP
has many V¢

o &




46 ;
CONVENTIONISM REFUTED

is unable to i i d has 5
) pay is rejected af
voice at all in that body- An o v};ﬁg

ft;:lxgkp eople who claim to be BapPUS = rip-
tural it is a sin to oppose such 051"
tural practices. They sa¥, “It i8 S40% it
ought (ilgression from the truth thathe
work mo be overlooked in order _hat nd
that ay go on without OPPOSitlon' a'l %

2t Ig:ace and harmony may preval
o may call it a small digression * oyl
acceptedi,t is large enough if univers o
New Testg Baptists, to forever se aSlch
authority ment law and destroy chu” d
of G » and render the inspire 2 y

P

ull a A
are conCemednd void so far as P?

One d-

1gressi to
AMother,  When oo ¢ruth 10292 5

Way o en Baptists begl dar?
not om th I~ egln do
See thejy 2 .Vvord of God if they ir
tenli)i ang righrznstakes and retrac® Fh(;o
fromg Where t}, thel}’ wrongs there 1
to wohIStOry t}fy will land. But W€ g d
law oS¢ Disy at they will go fro™ ey
re 1e§§;d for New Testamen.‘

AL hority in the evaﬂge11
to g CTes world h to
ang2Y Toth among as already 1€¢ .o
Ing o¢ thCOnVention Baptl‘:"’t !
i t(ix money, numegl‘cB
v di ir eir general b0 16~
i §;§gar cf)l: A have already

'l .

4.5 hlngs Thislei:aptisl‘: (}?W of baptlsriri
ban’ }Nhic of th cont other denOIn.
bgl -h e N I‘ary to thc plalﬂ
Diggy, New qol estament in BP
iy Baptists wer?
ey rebaptized
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thoge o

aptize(? ({)Came to them who had not been

:‘ﬁc()rding { the proper administrator and
€ ordin o the specified law governing

otpponance. (Acts 19:3-5.) There Was

wrong with John’s pbaptism, but

OSe
%Ohn, Iz):la':)}l;le had not been baptized by
e ough they thought they had
re
was

no dolsqc)ll;lpturany Enptized, They u
b eloqy baptized by Apollos who
ut the Snt man, but who knew
baptism aptism of John. AlthO

% becy was by immersion Paul rejec
Derforr‘:lse of the purpose for which it
Came ed and the source m which it

T
€rn }§ ah,“OSt universal custom qf Ngrorn
otheraéptlsts is to accept jmmer on tf s
Conty enominations. This W€ qW (; o
Braonviito, old ytoe s fist £2ith fop
1 = lce: Not only do theYy pra lceu?ﬁsts
8 v",‘zll'flon, but they are oPe c rr;lllf:) 5
. Why not? OpeZ com duare ke

alien :

unslcl Immersion g0 together ap’ tists say

woSCriptural. But gouther? Bap o ctice:
oose P7* with

e are not guilty of 84¢ =
N()rtthey are not to the same :::t ifting
int hern Baptists, put they the tide .
3 0 the same channel, 242 .lf all be e or
001; turn ere long they w-mllt 1ast suﬂ“‘“ue

N the same boat- For JusGaston AVEY
Br' Major, pastor of the g, suP
aptist church, Dalla® oo o

a& Northern BaP ist d:;,;nnl“m %?ﬁir
ere he set ar Openting thtelif’ ever

and ¢ s repot ost |

clared it to be o
Set among aptist®
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48 CONVENTIONISM REF‘}JI . Baptist Qh’:;‘:}il fBaptxsts cOndemnf ”If ngtist
: er 8. 5 re fro 9
that time pastor of a Souther?, ‘pyllas Ry Lo departure LOT, e
Convention church 1n thc. in this Stahe No, id th e g: r‘ 0-2-; Their gilence 18
He was one of the leaders one Of t.d the ang €y Indorse 1t : ies are amor
(Texas), and his churchulss What d:)f Ouy Sou;v}fr. 'll;hoz.e thfe;(}acsand since thf;\y
i allas. .. ern Baptis -eacll-
i;clrongest chgrche}sg lri;i:?c Association ¢ Ot condemn é)he churches ande:ifh of
EMESEyenbion; Bap .. Major 2 .S Who are rampling the e it
Dallas county do with Dr- - r Bﬁg‘ BaDtist thus t = f%et we charg =
his loose practice, and disregat e G2 Upop, S under their 1€ dorse it- )
tist faj - hat did V27, pe them that they indo a only
18t faith? Nothing. W ¢ hich o thege b ses, the Lord iy
ton Avenue Baptist church, (1’1 e Wwh - . he Just two ca c<’)u d be fount
Was pastor, do about it? Not oxas df’;c the gy OW many more A
did the General Convention of papt® uthland. ‘g pace wit ong
Nothing. What did the Souther™ ;oo ol aptis 2re mot keepiD€ o ipeir sG]
Convention do? Nothing. Did 1eadé8t faith in that r%azgachers,hfe and
Indorse it? Silence gives consent. ublish‘ Nieg s, Dr.each_ers,- an of the Bib s,ed as
About two years ago there was P R e inspiration Ny it indt}r +nem)
ed ap article in the Searchlight. hal‘ge o Y are still retaine (many OrRpNthe
Frank Norrig’ paper, in which the were aaders' Their schools ey €27 pich
Was made ¢ : who ™ ¢ T hot-heds of heresy:_ " 1 tions ' rin-
M hat some persons W7 o tienq: s ¢ Evolul "ond P7 ¢
€mberg of a diff d ommatlo ne Odish doctrine © ctriné d B
fereq themge) psscnticer pip P ;i e Seeks to set aside every dod of GO n B3P
Of the o Selves for members i th Ciple of - cpired WOrS  ther Hou®”
city of ;%ngest Baptist churches °. .m- smnek()) dthe mSI()lid not theession 3tg8ins_
Selves they o 20d upon presenting past?’ tist any Si}’sx’a inits1asts bei“gthaat ks
that 4,0°Y Were informed by the 4 did T e n record 2% yes, U resifﬁ
29 recqiyg Rern Baptist churche® . m eveyy oo 8% Gvolution? 45 pashice o
from othve Members on their baP o1d d0ny Phase of ne thing 45 el ill €5
that sincer den‘~"nflin::1tions but told th o lm.e- But it 18 © another Brookii o ﬁerg
Nosit, tﬁ;t s going back Nort}}n a rleon’ Gl qgvllﬁzllins ‘5‘ndc30”‘(’16Il of oeninf
“rthery i, VAile there they could jO) '€ not Drs. ong “3redd  "teC psi-
Ret 5 is JHOS ish Sldereq Jeaders 2% pun® gtill g1 P77of
o i ot 7 et D50 i togethor B and Cika iy opects
the port the | jve 10 have taughy p BI =~ al o Clyo
lettey, © Dally etter and pe recel e - Faos ;Slty’rﬂorz s
Seari‘h i Shis Sﬂf Wrch on the face of tl eputiony llgr Unlvgers ;/Iull‘ﬂ
day Might , Moy qiq 5 00 tontbe ent of Baylor “ieadf .
}“‘Veof ihe aﬁt‘%» an eording to” the outstanding o 18
Not may allag o are members of tion_Baptists-
*dawy, Bregation if th g P
* Y1d Southern Co¥

L "

i
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ye 'ca
been for many eologi
g:;lwt i?dt}?: SSouthern Baptlsg Eéle forbi f
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. aes WO o
Daming others of their lea ses will sU~
rank Evolutionists. These ca ention BaP
fice to show the drift of Conv
tists.

. lurch‘
There are thousands of Baptist dclld an
e In the Southland that neve{;ern Bap-
never wil] affiliate with the Sou
tist ¢

e areé
onvention, and no doubt ther
thousanqg

rate
S more that have c‘gogewou
With it in ope Way and another tha
ike to Withdy

u
aw from it and be fre? }Zhe
€Y are kept under the thumb o out.
leaderg and have g one to lead them an
ere are thousands of good menf the
Preacherg wh, Would love to throw of heir
yoke, hut they are afraid to declare t ce
independence May Gog give them gra -
9 £ome oyt 5,9 accept the old-time Bape
tls.t 1:faith Once for 4 delivered to th
Saintg,

M. P N

R

;
ATHENY
0
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Method

hods of work of Conven-

tion Baptists in Foreign
Lands

/
By M. P. MATHENY*

B . :
efore discussing the above subject, I
t1 concelve to be

v :
IXI{;?t to write down wha
Zat’v Testament methods 1 the evangeli-
]‘ign of the world.
irst. The gospel of Christ as the
‘l’)oWer of God unto Sa°%¢ i and this to
e preached by Spirit-called and gpirit-
directed men, un sed by any kind

of pecuniary jnduce
rist, either

hear it.
Second. he churches of Ch
singly OF in co-operation, give this gospel
to all the world without the intervention
of any outside organization, hatsoever-
onsecratcd and self-denying
es and missionaries,

rhird-
labors by poth church
e and abroad-
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We mean by the subsidy system in 1"
sion work the use of anything that is 1
tended to influence the conduct Of the
heathen outside of the preaching of the
pure word of God, not depending alto-
gether upon the Holy Spirit to make the
preaching effective in bringing the people
into the churches; such, for instance, as—
(1) the employment of native churc
members to do religious work on a galary,
out of the mission treasury, five times
greater than they can earn at ordinar¥y
%?I:;l}?yment' (2) Furnishing free, for the
mizsi:n and their children, out of the
mediczﬁ treasury, school houses, hospitalss
clothes btreatm?nt, teachers, bO(_)ksr
Smithi’ oard, instruction in farming
all BO;E’ carpentering, housekeeping 21
doubt the of domestic employment.

se heathen se
th people need all the
NS and should e encouraged to have

and A

"-Omr?lzi‘siiﬁm them; but that is not in the
of the buqi1 of Christ, and is made no part
conventidnnegz of the churches. That the
of missiong, S these things in the name

tllst Convent§ €¢ minutes of Southern Bap-

56, 157, 158°ni656€Ssion 1911, pages 142-

4 » 161; minutes of 1913

» pa

" and o ges 264,-268, 247, 227. And
only jg th;

e Kample of Noy wary to all precept

es sasi
Work { tis €Xceedin tament mission

s 2y hurtful to the
€, one of thl;t sIt will let Mis-

YOng conven-

v " 5"
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tion missionaries in Chefoo, China, spez-lkx;
e sent this information to the ?‘orelg

mission board and to the conyentlon pa-

vers, but they all suppressed it board
In writing to the foreign mission PO

i i i ssion work,
?\f the miserable failure in mi
€ says:
jn this mission for
“We have worked herte
sixty years and have 1O =)
porting church. It seems to be i
i foreigners, a
ligious thing run by ot
by them, and the main b coptent that it
and members seem quite o peing On the
should be so, the responsibility
jgners
foreigner. g nat we foreigne
wry 1 pitiable, indeed: S Typo
have held such & §t"a“{518h£1:°0 % £
native churctes Wh‘d;e“eot willing to fa;;::_
tutolligent Chinese 278 o inated bY €005, oy
them because they ﬂfb plamed, pecause the
& o
B/

. erations,
goreign® count1ess gen "¢ village elder-
customed, oot bY 8 8yS valent in the state
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6f the four hundred millions. Fully tWO;
thirds of the Southern Baptist money tha

is sent to China is being used in educational
work. :

«2. Our colleges and universities haye
not been the suecessful evangelizing agencies
as was claimed they would be. The numt_iel‘
of college graduates who are active, working
Christians today is not sufficlent to justify
this claim. I place little importance upox the
fact that many students are baptized while
in school; they are of no value to Christian-
ity after leaving school, and many are & posl-
tive disgrace. What else could be expected?
We have a premium upon deceit. ith
China’s present eagerness for western 1ear
ing the wily Oriental does not hesitate to for-
swear himself for the advantage of getting 2
fine education at the expense of the foreigner,
especially when even books and board &r®

furnished, as the case in many missio®
schools.

eign:::othelj evil that grows out of the for
ol thats usitnct control of the native ch“‘:"hes
classes 8 Chinese of the middle and higher
Chrlstlav;ho are convinced of the truth of
g :etcy are not willing to enter tBe
organiza.tio?xuset-tm’y look upon it as a foreis?
foreigners, | inanced and controlled PY
tlangs?.w tlltlisi failure is not a failure of Chrif-
riky meths a failure of our pauperiziB®
o tlulds. The Christianity which 18
R ;{ e New Testament, and which
not yet beenOman world upside down, has
misgion field faees e on tho TOLHE
A I mean, of course, the orgal”
8rowin, stianity that ig embodi ,d i self-
Sc“mg and self-supportin Font v

ural entity that s e B

eI Bapti is so @ g
- 8 ear to the South
7elopm t hearts, Byt there CaC; tb: 1S10 o

ent of
TeSDonsibijty. character where there is 1O

Ut our mi;
881
o0 to Ching ig religious, and
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oint.
the higher schools have fajled at this P

e to
My study of the question has totr cggr!i!;t js not
conviction that the kingdom ohe great sums
much nearer as a result oty ended
of money that have beer exfhe s
work. And to the extent thati Tmish
work has been weakened t0 h‘:m
and money for this Work, it
tive hindrance.” e ry
. jgsiond
These are but extracts florer;}[ published
McRae’s letters, but thed “:)mmoner.
in full in the Baptist andk more partict
Missionary McRae spe? ie of the school
larly of the baneful mfluef{{
feature of convention wotlio;l is
features to which attens ans
just as hurtful as well 2 jscopd he
IL The complete P over t
which the convention foreigh
churches and Pﬂswrst ‘:J of epi
The Methodist 8Y® ed re
over her churches an.e comp*®, jgs108
home land is not mor® = their 4
the convention SY3 e e
. . ]andS- (;halg
work in forelgh : a

is is
I am aware that ainst C
which I am pringing f be })roug
Baptists and ought 2° Sustalne.o
Toan 1t caf be thorotiE el i
futable evidence e
furnish. Thelr oWl * i eir posit i ority
sufficient to e?i?;‘l
First let us Sstem:
for this episcoP? S%hemselvc in the
from the ¢ urthes ovided f(;r of the .
he €h.7o provit®iaw) o eli
stit CEE f(l;&éamental 1%
1 Al
vention.: Bere L

e
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combining and di L
the w lirecting th :
constiltll(:lt?o(lllen?fnlnation.” Priza‘:::le)fg ltes tgf
mitted, dur{n To each board shall be((): °
tion, the entig the recess of the con om-
fairs relatin re management of all theverfl-
interests it Sgh to the objects with wi ey
management 3}'111 be charged, all of wﬁ?sﬁ
with the consf. all_ be in strict accord e
by the cony l_tuuonal provisions ad e <
tution of tentmn‘” Art. V of tlsl adopted
tion. he Southern Baptist %g‘;lf‘lrs;tl-
Remember -
adopted wi that this constituti
Baptist zglt,l;:;‘:t the authori?;lt(‘:ft lommas
mitted to o and has never b a single
toThe conv:;:tif or l‘atificatiOnr centeul;
mana on assume 2 ;
en reflfir?;e affairs of dt}f(}al I:hiutl}llonty
have represent every church th ; ch and
pay the sum ation in the con at would
Ay ot nvenicn 1
0

80. Havin
churches fn?lss}l:med all authority over th
e

into the h aving
u i :
the churc{;ﬁags of the b?)alzc-d:hls authority
lI‘nent of $250 except throu a}rlld shut out
eggular mOnie’dW ich COUStitg : the pay-
e to establish aristocracy uted them a
“sﬁ foreign fieldblshops °Ve’rt?}?y proceed-
autﬁerl.ntendents. »» €y call th 2 WO.I‘k on
e ority of eni. but the ese bishops
ir record OfplScopal bi ¥ have all the
- USi th shops. Here is

1 .
e
Genoa.” Amborslilx‘xiwork :
Trizst “Dr. Tay Was  transferred
, Aug T Sen to
ent& “Ourtrli)a' to thistnsig- Luginh
erprise 5 astor ttle town » uhl from

ow,
iosernt Ja0ks
ed. He
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will

4be..;‘;“t elsewhera soon.”

5, "Tli'e Scalera, who was sent here."”
transferred tl;astor, Sig. L. M. Galassl was
Dr. Taylor.” om Florence to this place bY

6' llTh

e pastor, Sig.
fen'-zed ‘to by g. Chiera,
and du Sig Pintus has charge of our work,
oA ring the year baptized three » = * he

8 almost be called a ‘circuit rider’.”

. “Sig. Barbera was put in charge of the

work.”
e All the above we quote ¢rom the Board’s
Cp°rt on Italian Missions gor 1905, Minutes
onvention, pages 107, to d12:
the former pastor,

9. “gig. Piacentini,
d e]sewhere."
Milan has peen trans-

was trans-

has been transferre
10. “Sig. Scalera of

ferred to this city.”

11. “The minister
er and has had little succe
will be either transferre
unless there is lmprovement."

«Brother Lumbley's failing health com-
pelled him to place the oversight of the
churches (bishopric) jn the hands of John
Agboola.." Neg (ro)-

18. ‘The work of this sectio
for years under the direction ©
mith.” (In Africa)

C. 0N .
1 «Qur quarterly mission meetings (cor-
Methodist quarterly confer-

ith careful dis-

ntend the work

has few gifts as preach-
gs in his work. He
or DISMISSED

n has been
¢ Brother

1argely ak up
w best to superl

ence
cussions i an out-statxons. But
at vario orkers 1 accomplished
inten "

A b iting tP° o r of severe
mainly aThis chureh h ted OVeT the

SO bere aisgruBt Y proven
trials o th pastors

pted to

LoMOVAL: o1 ot the £ Bt promptly
pimself un “hurchs put the¥
destroy o Mi
deSMISSED” | 15 are quoted £
From
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Ttaly, Africa, etcon for 1907, reports on fou
_Here are fiftee'n insta ‘ to Ch NVENTIONISM REFUTED 59
rin . 3 nces o o i . A
ting’ removing, dismissing SelfdganSfer as thei;s.t and His truth can do such things
i pastors of native ch : g P}lt- doi own records show that they are
ields, by the bi urches on mission ng. But that i i
B th’ e bishops appointed they rul at is not all; but as bishops
Lete Foreign Board. over them bors ule the churches and expel the mem-
e us look into the Methodist discipli Hare exactly like Methodist bishops do.
thi oment and find out h ist discipline > is the proof from their records:
ng: ow they do this Dnstzze(l;:d the church to call 2 quasi native
“What ,j e inutes Convention 1905, page 85).
“t Toare the duties of a bishop? = Two small churches revolted against the
Conference preside in the General and ‘- ork of the missionary society: and were ex
“g e and Annual a cluded from our fellowship- * * +« We expect
ers in tho fix the appointment " these churches to return goon, wiser and bet
“ € annual conf 8 of the preach- ter for their fall.” (Minutes 1907, page 98).
3. To chan erence, etc C .
their statio Eopwhen necessary' 1d hurches of Christ expelled from fel-
judges it ne!:; and change tneme v:;s’ e ‘ lowship for «revolting” against a SO
ssary, etc. : en 1t ciety !”’ Bishops expelling church.es. of
Christ! Who was it said the ugocieties”
e churches?

were all under th
ch has been

“4. To
ch
ange, receive and suspend

DPreachers
etc. in the intervals of the confere
“b. To decid =S «por the past year this chur
before him j e all questions of 1 in the hands of & native pastor, who used
“3. mo n the regular busi aw coming his influence to destroy the work, not only
accordi see that the di DLy Biay { in this cnurch, but in the whole mission.
o ng to his judgm stricts be formed ‘ He led off a grouP with him, and they Wwere
o o divide a ch-cu-:nt' ete. promptly cluded, but it left the church
'“ it, mission or s i weak." (1907, page 99). s
| o 10 oS travel dus station, { The pastor revolted a_gainst the bishop
| x ach and overg uring the year * * * ‘ and the bishop turned him and his follow-
! T?l church, ete ee the spiritual aff to 5 ers out of 2 Baptist church.
f A at is M affairs of «This has peen 2 year of great struggle
| blShop ism ethodis(; @ this church- he same man who at-
an aster of th piscopacy. The for troy tbe work at Engenbo de
fr any man e whole outfit | tempte a also this church. He only
Cc(,)m the minute read th S 1T. pentro sl cleani“g out the church of itg f
onvention ands of the Southove records cucceeded 12 Tate @ Cifty were excluded |
cipline, anq from the ern Baptist worst 1 "100). - : ac '
twee See ne Methodi : (1907, P28 fighting episcopacy, ‘
n the ¢ a whit’ odist Dis- tor Was d
th wWo? T it’s  diff This pas 4 all who followe i
; 5 anlcan Agq f he can, 1 erence be- the IS op expeu? |
‘ wevertheless truapgalling ’aseis oo, TN e ?11'121 for ind pendenc®’  on was transterred ‘
0 prid e th seems, it i 1 aicuaro ©
e the at a : s) 1t 18 uThe P i 07
m pti » (1390 experi-
! selves upon S'ttS,_so-called, 1o the LeoP ield ) ore (M ) s ot of
heir lovalt «on MY arriv cher
e l‘ nee With the natl |
|
1
\
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the loved apostle with Diotrephes. Through
his influence some discord spread both in
the church and in the school. I then took
personal charge of all gervices. * * * I had to
expel two girls and suspend four others all
Baptists—among them the preacher's da;xgh-
ter. Since then we have had no trouble.
We have matters in hand in Saltillo now
petter than we have had for years.” (1907,
page 127.)
The B.aptist bishop arrived on the field.
The native preacher did not like his in-
terference. There was «discord.” Then
!:‘he Baptist bishop “expelled” WO and
sqspgnded” four, “all Baptists,” he says.
This is your Baptist bishop taking per-
sonal. charge of a church, expelling, Sus-
pending members, etc. You Baptist
preachers in this country let the churches
receive and expel members. 4
The above records from the m
the Southern Baptist Convention on
ques:tions of subsidizing the heathen and
lording it over God’s churches and preact”
ers is enough to stir the heart of any truc
Baptist. No wonder the convention sys-

inutes of
the

the

tem.has been a stupendous failure on
foreign field. But not only have they
t Baptist

labored all the years and spen
money in such a way as to create condi-
tions that are more difficult to overcomeé

than were the conditions in the peginning
but they have sought to destroy the el-
forts made to do work on New Test
lines. When Dr. T. P. Crawford and t
associated with him were driven from
work under the convention system VA0
years ago because of their protes agains
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for r:tsucrlptul‘al practices and their plea
and Dract]'m to New Testament principles
Were, }cces, they were crucified as 1
at homg he advocates of conventionisim
a rety and abroad. That their ples for
n to New Testament methods Was

Wo
rthy of the deepest consideration, an
the success O

r

tﬁilly the only open door to

A&y work, has since been thoroughly
o onstrated in the casé of the Presby-
erians on the same field; but I will let

Missionary McRae speak again,
recently done in a communicatio
ws and Truths, pub-

convention paper—Ne
lished at Murray, Ky. Read what he says:

wphe second missionary

Korea told me in & co
ever he went jn Korea ith
‘Humanely gpeaking, we

work in Kore
. When I
s ago the senio

e missionaries said:
owe the wonderful
a to the late Dr.
first began my
r missionary,

’ So when I heard
Korea attributed

e mis
that o 0 their work to their use of the
lmmediately interested

success 1 was
Nevius etih“tl \rics a8 £o the history of the
and mad ng This 18 the story:
x in or o pr. T P- crawford
worwrmrty odd Ye8r® a‘.g J. L. Nevius of the
jon 80 2 came COD-
of ok mi-ssmmi jon in Chefo0 bgnina were
Presbytere™ iagi thod nturn te Now
victe !:;a we ght :e was able to
wrong inciples Neit e{ oW migsion
Testa®™ p;mjorl ¢ his ‘; gubsidizins
nce re i8
(:1)‘?;1 th eiy 3 1ig i sionaﬂ;valt hemore
s
i on (P
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adherents, such as they are, for the time
being. But Dr. Nevius was able to convince
“his home board of the value of his views
and when they began work in Korea thirty
years ago they asked Dr. Nevius to g0 to
Korea and advise the young missionaries how
to avoid the mistakes made in China. The
result was that the work in Korea was gtarted
and has been maintained on what the Pres-
byterians call the ‘Neviug method,” OF what
some Baptists call the ‘gospel mission
method,’ or what should be more properly
called the New Testament method.”

If the convention forces had been con-
tent to go on with their paralyzing an
unscriptural methods and let those who,
with Dr. Crawford, were forced out of the
work and who appealed to the churches
at home to co-operate with them, gone on
with their work we might see the same
glorious work going on now that Brother
McRae reports from Korea. But no, the
not only pushed their subsidy system for
all it was worth against the men an
women who were giving their lives f01:
New Testament principles, but the agents
of conventionism in the home land have
done everything that could be done to de-
stroy their source of support in th
land. Their conduct has been too bad
describe. What an awful C
awaits them when God comes to ju i
them according to the fruits © the
doing. The record for indifference 2% % ¢
sound Baptists on the evangevhz_atlon'
the world is appalling and heart-swkenmg'
but convention methods at home 2
abroad are largely responsible for sU

among

i
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conditions in our churches. The unscrip-
tural practices of Convention Baptists
ought to make our people all the more
zealous and determined to give
to the world according to
methods so clearly marke 1
Testament. One thing isc 5 e
ple do not carry out the examp:e o

New Testament churches,
done. The Lord help us



