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THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH
THE ORIGIN & NATURE
OF

BAPTIST CHURCHES

[Baptists] They are like the river Rhone, which

sometimes flows as a river broad and deep, but
it other times is hidden in the sands. It,
I tOVYever', never loses its continuity OF existence.
is simply hidden for 2 period. Baptist
churches may disappear and re-appear in the
most unaccountable manner: persecuted
everywhere by sword and by fire, their principles
would appear to be almost extinct, when in a
most wondrous way God would rais€é up some
man, or some company Of martyrs, to proclaim
the truth. The footsteps of the Baptists of the
%ges.can more easily be traced by plood than by
aptism. It is a lineage of suffering more than a
SUccession of bishops; & martyrdom of principle,
rather than a dogmatic decree of councils; 2
%?lden chord of love, rather th )
its SIPCCCSSion, which, while attemptin :
se Inks back to the apostles, has been of more
| thl‘Vlce in chaining some€ Pr°
| e stake than in proclaiming the truth
| SSW Testament. It is, nevertheless, & rg
| Ccession, that in every age the Baptists have
i t}?en advocates of liberty for all, and have held
l at the gospel of the Son of God makes every
!

m .
an a free man in Christ Jesus:

John T. Christian
3
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

It is heartbreaking today to witness the
destruction and disregard of Baptist history and
heritage. It is a sad assessment, but an honest
one that the average Baptist church member is
woefully uneducated concerning Baptist
Doctrines, Distinctives, and Discipline. Who’s at
fault? There isn’t one single factor, person, ot
group to blame. Certainly, the enemy wants to
Sever Baptists from their ancient history and the
Bible doctrines that make us distinctively
different as Bible believing Baptists. Satan
would love to divorce us from the truths that
Certify Bible believing Baptists as the True
Churches of Christ, His Bride. HOWeVer, far too
Many of those claiming the name «“Baptist” have
Mmost certainly stayed the enemy’s hand and
have in ignorance assisted in the scheme of the
anti-Christ to make invisible on this earth the
True Visible Churches of Christ by assimilation
and association with unbiblical churches, and
acceptance and propagation of unbiblical
doctrines. Most Baptists do 10
know why they are Baptist, and the enemy loves
. Far too many “Baptist’ preachers ha've
diSl’egarded Bible doctrine, which 1s Baptist
dOCtriHE, and have embraced the notion tf}at
fellowship trumps truth. Many are far too willing
and ready to ignore doctrine for ecclesiastical
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fellOWship with groups that are not scripture;l.

This i 1ot a moral assessment of any perSOn’
ut a doctring] one. Faith and facts hav'e bees
SacCrificeq at the altar of feelings. Worship han
€en demoteq and emotionalism deified: EVeto
am.ong Our own there are those who are re«adyir”

21211?21 @ church dead if it doesn’t meet “th€

ard of what worship should be.

'Sts
There was a time when Bapt!

Unde they

UnderSt d their ancient ancesty S
Miniey 0od their history began during oo
o ©f Christ and that His Church

neVer c .
Cased tqo exist. Charles Spurgeon said,

know muych of the Baptis’
1 must haye regretted that SO l_cew
ted wity its early history...it remain®
8reat surprise that our OW"
Shoulg be, for the most pard

i ”1
1 the pagt doings of our body-
J
St&terne AMmes

Minatj,
aCquaiy

iong

Con R. Beller makes the followin8
r(;e.rnlng the severance of Baptist
ructiono C::Bt A.xncestry in The Comindg

ntj] 1 aptist PeOpZe,

3Cknq e .

ged ‘cry Baptist historian in the world

- a i i
e e Sl principleptlsts as ancient peopl€

1 .
Sburg%n o S back to Christ and His
95 ) Th

€ Sw
org and the Trowel, August 1868.

disciples. Every Baptist historian held this view.
If Spurgeon was surprised in his dayldthss
congregations were uninstructed, he wou

shocked to know in our day, nleigtl'lller
- ” er
Congregation nor pastors are 1nstructed.b l’eved
5 . . e
Provides a list of Baptist historians who beli

Baptists to be ancient:
> John Spittlehouse (1652)
> Theilman J. Van Braught (1660)

Y

Henry D’Anvers (1670)
> Thomas Croshy (1740)
= Isaac Backus (1770)

> David Benedict (1813)
= Joseph Ivimey (1830)

> G. H. Orchard (1830)

J. M. Cramp (1868)
William Cathcart (1887)
Thomas Armitage (1888)
> J. M. Carroll (1901)

> John Taylor Christian (1926)

S . the Baptist
1 Beller, James. R., The Coming pestruction of

Pe°p[€’, Pg. 1-2, Prairie Fire Press.

7




It is an unmitigated truth that the Lord’s
gl;lgi(c:l}; began prior to Pente.cost. Thea‘;iﬂilg
£ e €s Of. Christ never associated or g o

Satanic demands of the harlot Chure

Zr:tei °r her Protestant daughters. Therefzroi
Scriptits are not Protestant. At legst o
accurasjlllbj’_ or through the eyes of anc:ent o

as Istory. Sadly, the average Eap'h
- ooPted the modern idea that their faith

the f.; e
produa::ih Once delivered unto the Saints, 1S at
Je of the Reformation Apparently wh

Sus fall . ”

fom prevec-l.to do in keeping the “gates of heé

Wesley Calh_ng against His Church, He€ nee i
Ch@Grﬂ;l] alvin and Luther’s help with! They nos
Which OnimbraCe ecclesiastically those grovP )
anCestOrs ° OPposed and persecuted B

o prOte. ot only have they tied themselves ko
i “Mbrae "t Faith, but they have also begu?
Origip, an © prOteStant fallacies concerning the
theys O Nature of the Church. Why wouldfl’t
anot}}er a departure leads 45 .amothss, then

Us : So .

there |10ty Go g "Dl the doctrines that mak‘z
18 n S ChOS tha

T Quire © longe, en are so blurred

a o
aQeepte SOt lefy i 1Y distinction at all. The only

n . 2

Never. . 9 Go is the mings of most for being

Slncerelr;lade an to be sincere. But sincerity
g.

Yone right, and many are

A

“Prior to the Reformation our Baptist
Predecessors were very careful about the
authority by whom those had been baptized who
came to them from other societies. These
Principles are not consistently practiced by
Protestant churches, and even Baptists who
accept Protestant origins are becoming careless

about some of them. This is the danger. Once

> . . . s O
Compromise begins, it is SO easy for it t

COntinue ; »1

Bogard Press, PS.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH

% &

must boe ﬁz:tglri .origin of. the Lord’s Church, it
referring to lelr.led which “church” we are
another, is th-e ich question itself implies
thl‘Ough - re more than one church? A drive
‘Person o o “towx:s would lead the average
P S AyndYe'S, there are several different
Testament w , in the truest sense of the New
“Holy men OfOYd ekklesia as it was used when
the Holy Gh G(?’d spake as they were moved by
B oy § ost,” there are different «churches.”
which mer; the“ sense of the word ekklesia,
Necessari] S assembly,” but does not
Many groﬁ imply the reason for the assembly.

ps assemble together and take the

title «
Chu » . .
rch,” which in the minds of most people
But an

Implie

S

honest N connection to Christianity-
assembl.mtefmgation of the beliefs of these
ies will obviously show there are great

diff
€ren .
ce . . )
s in doctrine and practee. There is no
up. However,

dOub

t :

can e:O the sincerity of each gro

ch group having different beliefs with
o be the

diffe
ren e
t origins each make the claim t
ot establish a

Ch

ChE;zEDOS.Christ? Did Christ

did, a5 4 Choict ot teach His Church? I e

Matter W; most certainly did, woul
oulq it at a “church” believe

laYing n.ot matter the origin ©

claim to the honor Of bein

11

d it not then
s and practices?
f each grouping

g the or &




Church
0 FatD
f Christ? I submit that it does,

O .
Other t organize groups opposin

in doetrine i
aving or .trme in practice. Nor wou
Wlth ganized His .
any other b own Church be satisfi€
a i .
fnd Cstablisheq eing organized at a later dateé
t(;und in the on principles foreign to thos€
Were are differ e“" Testament. So that, while
oOrd ekklesiq ent “churches” in the sense¢ of the€
t:jy be one Tmmeaning “assembly,” there carl
peo Trches) ¢ Church (The aggregate &
rn:é)le are Offenbelonging to the Lord. Ma®
avere. The only qied' by the assertions I hav€
and age ristig éllﬁcation in the minds of the
in ortc;) that exterrllt !s that a person be sincer®
ted € acce to be sinl
: Pted as biblical. J.R. Grave®

((T
acchoe fa‘Ct
sutpe; - isheq
e
Ch O pr
to th B Socje .OV
€n me tsf{ 18

1d He

a
large man or society B2°
o 1 B0 EFEA, 55 ziot
he is Christian, or that

a Chy
r
Ow Urch »1 = Gt ChriSt’ or entltled
eVer '
> th
are i €se
10glc":‘tl_ Statements are as bibliCa1

IrOn
sten Sed‘:vgge eé

’3 or Republicanism
, Forgotten Books.

as

g eaCh

“Th
to h;?glsikeequal to or like the same thing are equal
differen ari?Ch Otl'ler'. Corollary — If these fifty
to be chy }cltonﬂlctmg organizations, claiming
Scriptural ;: es, are each evangelical, i.e.,
dOCtrine’ ey must'be like each other in
ST and Organ1zation; but they are
other. a}r,1 ;nfhradlcally unlike the one to the
SCriptural "1 erefore they cannot all be

born.g It. then.becomes the prerogative of every
truth” igam believer to “rightly divide the word of
SCrithrr;lfrder_ to identify and associate himself
founq ; y with a New Testament churc}.l as
Series o? the Word of God. J.R. Graves in a
Methogi letters addressed to J- Soule, Bishop of
ist Episcopal Church states it this way,
ow would be

((But '
Alas, sir, how fearful to you 1t
d the whole

th

Of?h;:l 0}111 ght, that you have exhauste
thoSe’ a,zarded all those dangers, underwent all
Organ.toll_s to advance the interests'of an
authol.zatlon’ not instituted PY Christ, oT
man_drlchd by His word — but 2 mer

Cing Cvised system - & rival fold,.w
Subye énd advancement is hostile 10,
rsive of, the Church and Kingdom ©

Chrj
Ist, set up by Him and designed

~

hose Very
and

, pg- 12, Solid

1
GraVe
y S. g i
c Mstian Béé)i.s Old Landmarkism: what is 1t7
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B et G i

S ¢ world! w
Ir;;mster about ?:;én awful thought for an aged
and exh ie, that h
a e ha :
and boqy inUSted all his mightySpZaent h;srrll?zg
an ; o] . ers O
d dlverting tI;POsmg the Kingdom of ChriSt»
Ose seeking to enter in into &

Tival
Orga o
wWo Nizatio ;
ut th ’ oming univers&
an

Very be;
€in e doctri
g of Chrij ctrines, constitution,

St’s
Church from the world!”’

. Jesusg S&id
it” gates of h’
. (Matt, 16:1 el
th:;ealed in £h§).
est founder o
ablished gf H

24

the Churc

IISV;l;lubuﬂd my church; and
There arenOt prevall again®
Statement two absolute truth®
is ChUrCh.‘ 21) That Jesus was
}?hrist Was, “I)_I;H:laé the church
By =8 . . s” n
is retsfntmual exei:abhshed by C;l;l:fh‘;loil
n. ence from its conception to

that

Fir ¢

S
5 Je
m Sus
Qe Y churep, » €mphatj
ch ticall .
.\ y stated, “I will

ou
the I'Se, ¢ o
ch.. * tha W noti
the Lhurch betgfaction of é:e the world «puild.”
orq’ an risti .
§2r§ona1 Sy Urchon PenteCOSians who believe
i Ove Ministyy, finding j¢ as opposed t©
:ly aSSert' refer to ths Origin in HIS
dicat . g that thels verse as proof
e e W « s
ra‘\ \ha the rcence; thatord . build” has
Backygrs: Tt hurep this passag®
sQnd r’h as not present
StQ t /ron

€verse Whee

d > or ; .

14 Pg. 13, FOr;:’tI;’UbhcanSIm
en Books.

during pj
Pentfcfjslst ministry but would be birthed on
themselves .inBy as'serting this, they put
could build a a position to explain how Christ
Present. Th church at a time when He wasn’t
future appl; e WOrd «build” here does have a
€Xistence i;catlon but does not suggest the non-
that Christ the Church at this point, put rather
to edify, o would continue to build, to build up,
by Chri,st Lin ‘Stfengthen. That this work began
H01y S ‘C:arr l'es on through the ministry of the
establis}i:;t 'S conceded. Howevel, Jesus
Ministry on His Church during His personal
earth. Consider the following:

gifts to the
ecoming the

during the
s 12:08;

= The "
Churqf ostles were the first
foundat-and were installed, P
ministrylon of ‘the Church, ¢
of Christ. (1* Corinthian

Mark :
. 3:13-14; Ephesians 2:19-20)
e
Pent church was added to ©O% the day of
. ecost. (Acts 2:41)
he
Lord sang with His church. (Hebrews
eference in

2:12.
; Matt. 26:30) Notice the T

Heb

Pro s I8 A restatement of a Messianic

Phecy in Psalm 22:22; «1 will declare thy
idst of the

rlam

e .

unto my brethren: 1 the m
7 It’s irnportant

Con .
gregation will I praise thee:
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a
0 note that the Bible interprets for' u”sb}’
church a5 g “assembly” or “Congregétllgnrrhe
“Omparing Psalm 22:22 & Hebrews 2: J‘esus
°nly recorded instance we have of ior tO
Singing ip the New Testament Was.prloHis
Pentecost, when after instituting

nn Matt
Memoria] supper they, “sung an hym
26:30.

N . . 2 pfior
> The Lord gave the “Great Commuission

' Pentecost. (Matt 28:18-20)
= The Lord

memorial S
26:20_30)

His
instituted and observedMatt.
UPper prior to Pentecost. |

e Lord gaye disciplinary authority pri O'r fz
2t t: 18:15-20) Notice that thll\few
©Conqd ention of the Church in the .4
reefi 2iment, and that jt ig clearly mentionfsdiclle
of tha?c %> and has g application ou
°faloca assembly of beljevers.

T
Churchh-e & th.ere are thoge that say, “The Tru g
locg, ‘ls Unwersal and is found within all th€
denomin : urches’

Chtecogt. (Mat

ation » o ¢ Without regaf‘d ico)
Scrj e B assertion is gag foreign
this p Otegt T °bnoxioys. As I will expand on
ain 4, o0t foy

. acy later, let me refer you
SPirit ¢ ¢ Greey

od, op vord selecteq by the Holy
: klesza, Which mmeans “assembly.’

16

. . a
; on, as 1t 18
The Church Universal is an OxymO;iCtory and
concept made up of contra An assembly
Incongruous words and elements.

r can
re, no
cannot pe present everywhere,

ed togethel‘
S0mething universal ever be isserrrl:lis used by
Anywhere. The word “church h‘e tional sense.
SYnecdoche, or the general/inStlt?no church in
hat is, a1 (’:hurches in general bu ense of an
Particular, or simply in the Sot
irlS‘titution as it is used in a fev‘i]s the Founder
Le,, Ephesians 5:25. Jesus ther,l, whose founder
of “Hig» church, and a “church be the Church
'S any other than Jesus cannot

buijt by Christ.

. by
lished
Secondly, the Church esta ;t belongs
Jesug is “Hig” éhurch- That is £ S:g’ and only
fo Him, He is the Founder, Head

h; He
s a Churc
LawgiVer to His Church. Jesus b2 ch, and

; chur
rl'11418t, for He said, “I will Fiodld rsya inst it 1t
© 8ates of hell shall not pr~evachris :
©llows thep, that not only dldh belongs le:al
IS Church but that the Chu rCfrorn conceptio
and Would’continue to exist

If Jesus
ily
th m

tieg to follows 21

istianity-
first century Chris an fails t©

sar
S Church, it then nee i
hureh” who finds its origi

17




meet the Criter

A quick surv
will

in

hrist-
ia for being the Church ;:)frriatiolz
€y of the history of the Rfchurches
Provide the origin for most of s -
CXistence today (Notice chart in me that
booklet). It is however asserted by soO

for€
there
Baptists as well are Protestant and

have

0
that
: n
10 history anymore ancient thoi Jiew ©
their OoWn (This is sadly the comm
Many Bapto—Protestants today).

tists today
Mmany well-meaning Bap .l an
kI'IOW 5 . g of their own ancient hlSt.Oz) ar€
€ accepteq the notion that we (Baptis put
rotestant. What Was not started by J"esuhsurch
Was set up by man in OPposition to “His” C is
Cannot Crefore pe “His” Church. “HiStOI}lI’len
Ir%essy,” S Jameg A. Patterson Stated- WiSrrl
dlSP Uling ¢ Claims of Baptist SeCeSSIC?n ist
:’;’1'1;116 TOnicling the life of Baptist secessior

the
Faveg 1 went on to defend

. ._ 5 Of
B llhém itsitt English Descent Theory
Aptist Origin

by saying,

atterson

es A, Jameg Robinson G
hOUght,f Baptiss ldent;

i e
raves: Staking th
Y, Pg. 11
2 4 A

ist Lifé
9, Studies in Baptist L
€ n aFQU
ProteStant nd

e
1641 from English Separatists, and ar
So Called}

of

erpetuate a
¢ awned further effort?’ ° I3;vhich only
bi;iv:st;Dnominational iden?sti’;nding of.'the
Intensified a mistaken e J—— BapUStZ
relationship of faith and hl,Sto(?elath, a muddl-i
A few years after Graves. tory and identlg
conception of capte! eh;zaction thattogrzli;ely
i he sever red
;(/)illllti:;ui;/iigitt when he egde?;’ Othe issue cj
arnest historical SChOla_rShlp ologetics reaChie
Baptist origins. Secessionist aIZz but there WeT.
e nadir witp, The Trial of Bloo o’fessof Johnhat
Otherg like New Orleans pf;ered a Sorrlewve’s
Christian (1854.1925) who  Untimely, Gralt A
°Te sophisticated VerSIOn‘ecclesiology ,deiical
ubOl”dination of histozy i(;le Baptist l’illns:;o the
Toy etback to gsess S
e“t:ifi?ie, Z o Carefullywio e seri;‘;y
SeCessionist legacy, Baitl‘s;osnder whether
out h; might we . +.71
e be:ztsgtimsgof identity thef

James Bellé
1 erning

N

r on

A the

. a

Modern Baptist H‘1st0r1 comncC
the Other hand writes

: ’s theory, an
lrlCOrlsistency of Whitsett's pate

itsitt W :
« s m n
In the Spring of 1896, Wllh-ats for Jo
“THele about the Baptis

e
ing th

K :
Graves: 21t Life
1 e :

. Bapt'
' obinson jes N
S0 aries of Baptist Identity, P
and T p

19
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Encyclopedia.
the English B

1
. Note)

“Ana~Baptist” began immersmg- (
‘Theory of 164 1>

€nry M. King
Spencer, the Kent

Eaton,
irnrnedi

. )
of Rhode Island; D. -
ucky Baptist historian;

ately re

e
f th
hor 0
Tevealeq that pr. Whitsitt, was the aut

o)
set
ut now almost forgottenw york
» Which abPpear in the WNe
Idepen ey, ;

a
M 1880. John Taylor Chrils,ld}’ =
Baptigt Pastor jp, Mississippi, began to s
fileg the |

r
oth®
Ndependent and found

t
d. 1
e ke
Cditorig)g N which the Baptist were atta

ff
.. Gcha
lip o€
4 0 Presbyterian Professor Dr. P:;f(;)rmat!an
ng, he history the Anabaptists of t,he nsectaf’
Eterlod h Yet to pe Written from an impartial, urs aga]nly
thae?r(ijpmn T Polemjcy| attitude of the tetarime re cruel
€ J'udgment of historianS- They Wetants, a”d
llfetime € Romanists ang Protes ical an
a Cath as 3 set of heretéhristian
S Who could not pe tolerated in a harg€é
oPon the SXCesses of ction have been c gre
states, “There was bzptisfs'
ose g Nabaptists and the Ana

(o]

Not pe Saiq Oong P

)

ines
Who he(y strange doctrines,
€ whole sect.”
any

ameé
Anabaptist was a r;inst
er g4 Sroup Who dissenteq and stood a%ufch
«gPetuity, W. Aa u,g.hters- (Pgs, & 232-233, Baptist Cmong
ay-Ptistg? toda,” Larrel.) . here are ditferances %those
Viously L, there were were
Nabaptists. » They
» Neretica|)
20

that
- ory
The article stated his tl;zptjze by
aptists did not begin to 1 of the
ntil 1641, when a porti The
‘+1011-
Set off a firestorm of opp J. H
d Dr:

der
ecol
editor of the Westei’n R]t was
Sponded to Whitsitt.

, dermined th g
WYas clear that Whits1tt illlenbeing empl?slftt
Principles of .;hz SBe;I;U;fzp‘;:t peo?(;.e :1/;:116 =
W};Ottehe"“si??: ;fcle Bture: it .ShaH; V:onclusionsyirf
appee:r that I have erred mu;nsay so.’ .....8-97,
ol bromptly and Cl.jeerf?or January c;.Calptist
e e e e
p;a;iisrezid vsrzlifter cit'ec.1 th?merfiersion before
aptist churches practicing

es
the nam
: he gave U the
t telling, osing
i?41. Plerhai)sfznilospamphlets opp
at leas

r O
their _ Mr.
‘Ppers’ (Baptists) anj pefore 1641
itte
MMERSION, all writ
Wh

was

and

it his error & In

itsitt hever did admit hlstist Semlnazery
Bap . > for

ISm; ern . stian :

llgsgnlssed from S(l?ll;lih canti—chr;stlzis ‘EI’lghSh

: r _ th.
eCa?ne }:C::eeg;d after his dea

of the
ial stance e
e the ofﬁCla‘l1 905, A iarit
CScent Theory’ becam on. In Whitsi
Souther, Baptist Conventlon- 7

ed wit and
' e

Umber o Baptists disagr

t

0
the ¢
Ance, Withdrew from :

f()r

(L

elndmark Baptist)
Ba

v
v

m
il the Refof used t0
Ptist did not exist unti

ica
adVersaryo Americ
s the tgo] of thern Baptists
reQOnstl‘uct the Southe




Baptist share 3
Southern Baptist
Wwas the blow thg
Baptist =

the
utual history WwI

also-
m - ont
it has affected thtehe ancie?
’ 5 S Wlth
t severed tie

in
rrot
« arn € :~a
PT. William H. whitsitt maiés historlgst
. 1
his Ofclusions a5 g result of carm of BaP
Tesearch that hag polluted the str

: tist Bap tlsm“.[ar
Potter €Xplains thig cqnnecti%[lh;rz_offﬁptiontgé /:toﬁil:gﬁ
Heritage f Scri eneor;’tti{)r:/ss'not ton d"sﬁjggﬁ ~f reac
3postacy ‘ang mgoderm'sm caused a bac
aMmong

rew r
nt he
X oveme
ONservatiye Protestants. A fledgling m
minority Within Varioys
Under

et
d toge™ r
enominations who ba?cr'ﬁilitaﬂcy
€ flag of Fundamentalism. Their tune o
the faith Was welc
of jtg fery :

.ne
ecll
the mpP
€ among thege who g ;iegapt"?t Caa
N America, |t rang loudly ]T) : CathO“‘:'StrQ he
also; resting f CeNnturies of Persecution yny clung m was
PrOtesta €Tormerg alike, Nevertheless: mzamental'shoug .t
Ptimistic thought that e true root of F Sible. They ¢ their
f‘de“ty o eve word of the King James Bib e}fying of \are
th_is ro ould ultimately Prevail to the puftist) dec L
Mingle Movemen While (Fundamenta| Bap
fidelit,, aptist identity,
formcation Produceq
tongue a

ritua

: jritd

e fruit of th@hr ‘-,IspB?J’F’USt
a S€neration that spake ‘l_?’;t lessons

. nd 5 Protegt dictionary. Thus, t

Scrlptu

tec-
nstra
'epeatedly demo

d not Produce B

otestants i i

D§rSEcution i

nts-
aptists from PFOt?‘SttjrieS.

a Baptist Name. What dcementa ‘:‘;]
diq ificcould not do, T M0jan horse of Func adefend'd.
tlli magmf‘c.ently- € now fing Ourselyeg once again sufferé &
Tofi Same Biblical try hich Baptist MartyrS ur nam
anda ,e:\i?\lvev ) 1t §s Wit thren that identify W]t-ht?nguishe
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believerS, then churches of that same nature
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diSCipline have never ceased to exist. ABG Fhls ®
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WHEN
DID THE NEW TESTAMENT BEGIN?

¥ Ch;ri:te il:iw tTeStam?nt Church as established
but 4 new © é continuation of something old,
liVing orga e.stabllshment, a new organization, a
COncerningmtShm' Tf_J 'Speak to one more “theory”
as been pr e origin of the Lord’s Church,. it
could net beOIf)OSGd that the Church’s conception
CCause th ound during the ministry o.f Chrls't
Perltecost g New Testament didn’t begin unt1l
on pente. ut the New Testament did not begin
interpret C?St as we will see. Based on a false
Placeq t}?tlon of Hebrews 9:16-17, some have
Jesus’d e beginning of the New Testament at
estameeath on Calvary. Others assume the New
IS, m nt began on Pentecost. As a result of
enteCOany“ believe that the Chutch began on
alsg of ; - Fo.r where a testament 1S, there must
a test ecessity by the death of the testator Fot
Otherwéme.nt is of force after men are dead:
ise it is of no strength while the testator

liV » =
eth” (Hebrews 9:16-17). The word «testament
11. We are all

u
f‘Elsrflcillizere — be thought of as & wi e
althg ’ “_Ilth wills and W€ know that a' h,
de ugh in existence, is not in effect until the
thath of the one who made it Notice carefully
te at the writer of Hebrews said, ““where a
teStament is.” He did not say, ‘where ‘81.
Stament was,” or even, «where & testament wil
be,” but “where a testament is.” The testament
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msale n you: b " . Of
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COme l:ceive Povve,{8 fW ¢ have recorded, “BUt ¥
§9) > alt ’ .

ne both (')1'1 you: Wt €r that the HOly Ghost 15

Y€ shall be witnesses unt

Sa in

Mar; €rus

Cart 13, ang a €m, and in g in
R Thie . URto th all Judaea, an

e
S eXaCtly uttermoSt part Of the

What h
2 a theé
Chris < Co e ChUrch pI?ened on

. received power ¢

Migg;
€gi : €re 1ion )
hoile Ninp S ngo merir:eVIOusly given BY
the L\QI e ¢ entecost 10’1‘1'1 of the ChurCh
ad Oon ¢ - The s
ded to the Che Day of Penfleurcfl “X/jd
urch” ( cost.
Acts 2.
:41).
32

e 15

the ea’rl‘t};le Ne‘,N Testament Church began during
Soon g ly ministry of Christ; it began al'most as
Ushe ) .the New Testament itself which was
Bapt‘red in through the ministry of John the
Pro ;St.- “For all the prophets and the law
axf esied until John” (Matthew 11:13)- The
refere{?nd the Prophets spoken o.f here are 11;
Were Zce t? the Old Testament which Jesus“ sai
_ until John.” Mark 1:1-2 states, THE
Oiinning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the ior;
sendOd; As it is written in the prophets, }-BChOIh ,u
Pre my messenger before thy face, W.hIChfS ae
c -paref thy way before thee. The voice ©O onf
t}?:ng in the wilderness, Prepare y€ the way };:)
B L.Iord’ make his paths straight.” John the
Plist’s ministry was the beginning of the
Sospel of Jesus Christ, for he was sent to
Prepare the way for the coming of the Saviour-

With the appearance of John the Baptist W€
jon and the

Bave the burial of the Old Dispensat :
®Mergence of the New. We S€€m to see hclls
ugged figure standing with arms outstretched,

4S with one hand he takes the Old Testament,
New, and who,

and with the other holds the zad, 3%
through his ministry, makes the transition frthe
the Law to Grace. He Was the foreclosure ©
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there 5 tril'le are Bthat ChUrCheS scriptural in
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: hile it is tru€ that

Not Ing
. OCtyj Urc i
Clrine rine, erhes Baptist” in name€ put
e
= aShamlef: none scripturéa! in
0 be call i
ed Baptist:
1 Pt
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Men of the Bibl€
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ATURE OF A NEW TESTAMENT

CHURCH

To beo; :
egin discussing the nature€ of a New

Testam
impOrtaer::eChurclfl, it needs to be expressed the
Church i O\;/a Biblical understanding of what &
COI’lCeI‘njn' th hat a person or group believes
_a large ex%e e nature of the Church dictates to
Mstance i nt the practices of that church. For
Church g = Person accepts the view that the
believes is universal, he most probably then
best “CIOCOTmUnion should be “opemn,” and at
se.” However, if a person pelieves the

hu
rch i
is ¢ :
aCcordg local and visible in naturé, he also 11
n . _
ce practices “closed” communion. Many

antista®
tha«f t;;tilhhaVe accepted the Lutheran notion
churcp i o are redeemed belong to the Lord’s
Owever ithout regard to scriptural paptism.
Conserva’t.some of these samra men still harfe
Place j Ve, jtraditional, piblical practices in
Commur% their churches. Such as, rlosed
valig gllon,. only receiving and accr?ptmg as
Scripty aptisms those¢ performed in otl.'ler

ral Baptist churches and refusing

€c s
Clesiastical fellowship with other groups. What
notion that the

leq
to these practices? The
not. What led to

:ilhurch is Universal? surely
€se practices was the scriptural pelief that the
ture and Baptist in
trict

C
thrCh is local in na
octrine. But on what grou
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It’s clear that these ancient BaptiSt
believed the “one baptism” was water baptis™ "
is also clear that they believed that “baptis™
belonged to them and no one else. They rejecte
the name Anabaptist on the account that theY
did not consider themselves to be re'baptizmg
anyone, but that they were justly and right
administering baptism in the first place.
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J.R. Graves writes in John’s Baptism:

“There is but one body in heaven or oD eart'h
that we can be baptized into, and that is th.l °
local, visible organization of baptized pelievers 1
Christ Jesus our Lord .... Understand the pody
of Christ’ [1st Corinthians 12:13] here to refer £
a local church, and it meets all the requil’emerltS
of the passage and its connections _-paul’®
beautiful comparison of the human body and itS
members, and the local church and its
members; but to understand it of a Churc?
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the passage or comparison. The Holy Ghost
nev.e r baptized any one into either the visibl€ or
an invisible church. Water baptism does add to0 2
real .vis.ib.le church, and nothing else does. But
?I?Vi;?;l:lbsli bgdmini.strator invisibly baptizifé

jects into an invisible church
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Universal rather than Local and we 8¢
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Christianity any more than any other
“church,” if we are the product of the
Protestant Reformation and if the Truc
Church is Universal, on what grounds do W€

have to separate ecclesiastically with any
other “church?”

SOME THOUGHTS IN CONCLUSION

1. A visible church of Christ is a congregation of
scripturally baptized believers, associatﬁd
together by covenant in the faith and
fellowship of the gospel; observing thC'
ordinances of Christ; governed by His 1aW®
and exercising the gifts, rights and privilege®
invested in them by His Word.

. There can, according to scriptures, be 1°
visible church without baptism. Or, as J- R.
Graves stated, “By this simple test human
societies, and all counterfeit churches, can be
easily distinguished from the churches of
Christ, vis., in the former, water is put befor¢
the blood, and the church before Christ; i
the latter Christ is put before the church, and
the blood before the water.”! Blood before the

! Graves, J.R., Old Land ism: is i lid
Christian Books. ndmarkism: What Is it?, pg. 53, 0
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What came out of Rome

will eventually lead back to Rome!
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Moravian Brethren split from Lutheran in 1727
AD - Nicolas Von Zinzendorf, Germany.
Methodist split from Church of England in 1740
AD -

Charles Wesley, England.

Church of Christ / Disciples of Christ split from
Baptists in 1860 AD — Alexander Campbell, USA.

Plymouth Brethren split from Church of
England - John Darby.

Salvation Army split from Methodist 1865 AD-
Started by William Booth in England

Pentecostalism split from Methodist in 1901 by
Charles Parham, USA. William Seymour was &
student of Charles Parham and from the Azus2

Street Revival in California many Pentecostal
groups were later formed.
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Pentecostal groups by Aimee McPherson in the
USA in 1914,
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Note: These dates are approximate, b i0
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of time. The human founder listed waS' i the
associated with other prominent men 1
denomination’s formation.
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«Baptists” today have forgotten, or have
never known who they are, where they
came from and what are the distinctives of
Biblical Historic Baptists. We are not
Protestant! Sadly, many “Baptists” today
have thrown off their Bridal garments and
married themselves to Rome by accepting
and Propagating Protestant Ecclesiology!
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