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Note by author: Most of the material found herein is original. Some
of it has been picked up through the years from many sources and no ef-

't . 5
fort has been made to give credit because our memory is too frail to recall

fr i
rom whence some of it came. This booklet is presented in the hope that

th . .
¢ material found herein may be used for God’s glory, without any thought

£ redi
Ot personal credit to the author or anybody else. Anything that can be

used for the glory of God should not be copyrighted.
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What Is the Unpardonable Sin?

“And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beel-
zebub, anid by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils. And he called
them mnto him, and said wnio them in parables, How can Satan cast out
Satan? And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. And if a house be divided against itself, that house camnot stand.
And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but
hath anend. . Verily, I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the
sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he
that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but
is in danger of eternal dammation,” Mark 3:22-29.

See Matthew 12 and Luke 12 for other scriptures dealing with this
same subject. There are too many ideas on this matter not based on the
Word of God. What we think about it doesn’t matter if what we think is
not in harmony with God’s Word. If we were to go down the street asking
every person we met what the unpardonable sin is we would probably get
dozens of different answers. Would all of them be right? Certainly not.

The phrase “Unpardonable sin” is of human origin, nevertheless there
is a specific sin mentioned in these Scriptures for which there is mo par-
don. What is it? The only thing worth while in an examination of the mat-
ter is what the Scriptures tell us. All we need to know in order to under-
stand what this sin is is found in these Scriptures. When we accept what
they have to say about it the matter is settled.

WHAT IT IS NOT

It is not the sin of murder. Murder is an awful sin, one of the worst.
It is awful because in murder a life is taken that cannot be restored. The
murderer does something for which he cannot make amends. If it is an un-
saved person who is killed a soul is sent to hell. Never minimize the awful-
ness of murder. But murder is not the unpardonable sin.

How do we know it is not? Because there are Bible characters who
were guilty of this sin and God forgave them. Some of them became instru-
ments of righteousness in God’s hands. Such men as Paul and David need
only be mentioned.

Tt is not the sin of rejecting Christ. This is often preached. But if it
were true then when a person rejected Christ one time—for instance, when
that person came to the years of accountability—there would be no hope
for him. 1f this be true, we might as well cease preaching to all those who
have heard the Gospel once and rejected it—there would be no hope for
them.

It is not the sin of “sinning away one’s day of grace.” This is often
preached. But it just isn’t true. Fact of the matter is, there is no such
sin. Some teach that after people reject and reject Christ time after time
that they cannot be saved, no matter how desperately they might want to
be. In other words, some seem to believe that there is a time or place in
a person’s life beyond which that person cannot be saved.

Now there is great and grave danger in a person continuing to reject
Christ over and over. Such a person becomes so hardened in unbelief and
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4 Topical Bible Studies

rebellion that his chances of being saved become less and less. BUT, the
fault.isn’t the Lord’s. God doesn’t withdraw His promise to save. The dan-
ger lies in the person rejecting so often that his heart becomes hardened
a_nd no longer responsive to Gospel appeal. This is a different thing en-
tlrely from the idea of God setting a date beyond which He will not save
the individual. As long as a person is conscious and answerable for his
actions he -has the opportunity to be saved as far as God is concerned.
If there.was such a time and place beyond which we could not be saved
how would we know when it is? It doesn’t pay to speculate in these matters.

But some rely upon that verse in Genesis where it is said “My spirit
shlel not always strive with man” in an effort to support this :cheory. Now
this verse was written before the age or dispensation of grace was ever de-
clared. It was written before the present office work of the Holy Spirt
began. This is not to say that there Was no work of the Holy Spirit in
t%\at day. Now what is the sense of this message in Genesis 6:3? It is
simply stated there. God gave them 120 years to repent and be]ie've' Noah.
A‘t the end of that 120 vears God kept His promise. He no longer strove
with them. Those words have reference to that dispensation alone—no other.

WHAT IT 1S

Let the Seriptures answer,

What was Jesus doing? . ¢
demons by the power of the oing? He was casting ou

HAAN Holy Spirt. What did they accuse Him of?
g‘i}ée};hzald’ iy fif,feCt’ He‘\.vas working in league with the Devil. What sin
g SY‘ .c.omml ? Accrediting t'he work of God—especially the work of the

oly Spirit—to Sa.tan. What did Jesus say? No forgiveness for it.
So then we might conclude that the “unpardonable sin” is the sin of

Wllfully I\Ilowll "IV a]ld nlallClOu ]y tt
) A “
54y S 1 llbutmg‘ the work of 1

CAN IT BE COMMITTED TODAY?

We see no reason why it ¢
may be greater danger of co
creased knowledge of God’s wi
lives are changed by
this to the work of

am}ot. It is just as possible. In a sense there
mmitting it today. Why? Because of the in-
11 among the people in this day. When human

the power of the Spirit of God and somebody attributes
the Devil—look out! ;

CAN IT BE COMMITTED BY A GENUINE CHRISTIAN?
The same Ser
divided.” A really
are going to heav

iptures answer that. This is what Jesus meant by “being
saved person will not do such a thing. All saved people
: en without the loss of a single one. If a saved: person
could commit thig sin then the doctrine of apostasy is true. See? There is
izlnoth'er reason why a saved person cannot commit it—Jesus stands for all
1€ sins of the saved (I John 1:7). A truly saved person is indwelt by

the oly Spirit and a Y i iri 3
},1 H person indwelt by the Holy Spirit w P g
sire to do Such’ s y Vv Spiri ill have no de

- BUT
i donidne?d th l‘emembel'. The “unpardonable sin” is one thing and un-
SInS is something else. Comparatively speaking, few people com-

mit the “un o s, .
the plural).paldonable sin” but many are guilty of unpardoned sins (notice

_
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DEATH TRIUMPHANT
(A Funeral Outilne)

“The sting of death is sin; and the stremgth of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth ws the wvictory through owr Lord Jesus
Christ,” 1 Corinthians 15:56-57.

Paul was speaking to Christians at Corinth. These words constitute a
part of the resurrection chapter. Studied closely the verses reveal three
thoughts.

FACT OF DEATH

Long before we came to live, the sentence of death was passed upon us.
Read Hebrews 9:27.

Couldn’t forget it if we tried. Cemeteries, obituary columns, funeral
processions, departure of friends—all remind us of its certainty. Forced by
its presence to acknowledge its power.

Good health, modern science, cannot prevent it. Comes to young as
well as old, to the righteous as well as the unrighteous. We will come to
death through one of five avenues.

1. Disease. Human body is target for unseen foes.

2. Accident. We live in a world of disaster and unexpectedness.

3. Murder. Increasing hourly.

4. Suicide. In hectic storms of life persons lose mental balance.

5. Decay. Human machine wears out and must stop.

TRIAL OF DEATH

Though we have never tasted it we know it is an ordeal, and all
our waking and sleeping hours we are rushing toward it. What are some
the things that make death a trial?

1. Love of life. God gave life—sin brought death. We love life and
hate death. We draw back from death with a shudder.

2. Death is an untried venture. Death is as old as man but always
new to the living. There is always a sense of fear when we embark on an
unknown sea. ‘

8. It is a lonely thing. We can walk this life hand in hand with loved
ones and friends. They can stand by our bed and cool our brow—but they
can go no farther. They go with us to the brink,'but we m.usii embz‘n'k alone.
Strange that he who craves human companionship must die in solitude, but
Moses did. ' :

4. Separates us from people and things we love. Man is an emotional
being. Early in life he forms likes and dislikes, makes certain attachmel}ts.
Falls in love and builds a home. Ties are made stronger by the passing
years. Thought of parting makes death a bitter thing. )

5. The sting of death. With all the above things in mind Pz}ul selected
none of them as the crowning bitterness of dying. But the .“stmg” which
sin gives to death is what makes dying so horrible. Death is a thousand
times more difficult because of the stain of sin.

VICTORY OVER DEATH

Christ is our victorious leader. He has gained victory over sin and

_;
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Satan and all the forces which shadow mankind (Hebrews 2:14-15). Christ
shares the fruits of His victory with His people.

1. Through Christ we conquer fear and dread that hovers around the
grave. Faith gives us calm confidence in the parting hour. Infidels may
steel'themselves against the coming ordeal, but only those who life is hid-
d?n in Christ can approach the tomb like one ‘who “wraps the drapery of
his couch around him and lies down to pleasant dreams.”

‘2. V?ctory over the loneliness of death. Though without human com-
panionship the dying Christian has a sustaining power in Him who said,
“T will never leave thee.” Study Psalm 23.

3. Victory over sting of death. Through His own blood Christ has
removed the stain from the souls of those who are saved. He carried the
load to Calvary, the debt has been canceled. One day we shall stand over
the nev.vly opened grave and say, “O death where is thy sting, O grave
where is thy victory?” j
y 4. Victory over the confines of the tomb. It brings horror to look
into an open grave. But Jesus arose as the firstfruits from the dead. We,
too, shall arise.

“When the last sigh is heaved, and the last tear is shed,
And the coffin is waiting beside the bed,

And the widow and child forsake the dead,

The angel of the Lord shall lift this head.”

The Sign of a Man’s Knees in the Sand

“
b lnl(glo’;‘;ei;ag:(llt?‘ Tf](u(lt:,: one to another, and pray onc for another, that
mauch. Elias voa .a te cf fect"ual f ervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
carnestly that it { m‘}”: 31('lf]€ct' to like passions as we are, and he prayed
space of thy 7’""/ v 710_1 raan: and it rained not on the earth by the
ree years and siz months. And he prayed again, and the heaven

,rmvengzlgl,tﬁnd the earth brought forth her fruit,” James 5:16-18.
€ entire story in the 17th and 18t ers of Fir i
e nd 18th chapters of First Kings.

half years there had be i . * rain i
Israel. Their e Aizhe en neither dew mor rain in

ss had divided the people into seven groups. Today
Kse are faced with a spiritual drouth, and these seven groups are still with

1. GROUP ONE: The Ahabite
to drink.” Feeding their stomachs
and amusement. The Ahabites ave

2. GROUP TWO: The mourn

1ot need to mention this crowd.
We can gee them g

self-seekkers. “Ahab went uup to eat and
and gratifying their craze for pleasure
a mighty lot in the land today.

ers over the drouth. The Secriptures do
: They are a sure crop in every drouth.
o o S azing mournfully at the deep cracks in the earth—

drouth Israel ever had suffer
S at : L i suffered, but they were not
Mg a single crack by their plaints. They are still with us today.

E——
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3. GROUP THREE: The seven thousand who had not bowed their
knee to Baal—Israel’s modern religion (I Kings 19:18). But neither were
they bowing their knee to Jehovah to any apparent purpose. Looking for
the restoration of the worship of Jehovah in Israel, they were doing nothing
to bring it to pass. They represent the solid but silent body of church
members who today listen appreciatively to an orthodox pastor, or without
protest to a destructive modernist. i

4. GROUP FOUR: The “straddlers” or “middle of the road men.”
The sample shown is Obadiah. He was a believer in Jehovah and a sup-
porter of the Prophets, but running with the machine. He tried to look out
for the glory of God with one eye, and for his position in Ahab’s court with
the other. Obadiah’s name can be written many times, with varying spell-
ings, in our day.

5. GROUP FIVE: The bread and water prophets. A hundred prophets
of the Lord, in a cave, divided into two camps, looking for their bread and
water. Here is perhaps the saddest spectacle on the whole horizon. Here
were men, called of God to the prophetic office and naving God’s message,
hiding from danger in a cave, looking to Obadiah for their daily supply
of bread and water, but neither preaching the Word nor praying for a
revival. We need not look in vain for this company in our midst today.

6. GROUP SIX: The sky-gazer—a lad with an intent, wistful face,
gazing upward, looking for the sign of a man’s hand in the sky; yet he
was doing nothing to bring to pass that for which he longed and watched.
We must look beyond the gazers for the sign of a revival to find the man
whom God used to turn the tide.

7. GROUP SEVEN: One man—Elijah. He wrote in the sand the sign
for which Good was looking—“the sign of a man’s knees in the sand.” It
was when Elisha furnished that sign, which any one of the others might
have furnished, that there was the “sign of a man’s hand” in th{e sky
and a “sound of abundance of rain” and a “very great rain.” Clad in an
ox-hide mantle, knees in the sand, and head between his knees, one man won
the victory. 1 ! i

While the Ahabites today look for their restaurant signs and movie
signs; while the calamity mourners look for more and deepel.' cracks in
the whole human experiment; while the seven thousszi with dust'less
knees listen with equal urbanity to orthodox or modernistic preachln.g;
while the Obadiahs look to some Ahab for the §ignals of the machmei while
the hundred prophets of the Lord look for.thelr “bread and water” instead
of declaring the whole counsel of God; while t}}e sky-gazer‘s‘ gape for som,e
supernatural sign in the heavens—God is watching for the “sign of a man’s

knees in the sand.”
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The Man Who Tied God’s Hands

“Now therefore let me alone,
é{Lem, and that I may consume then
tion,” Exodus 32:10.

that my wrath moy waz hot against
v: and I will make of thee a great na-

REVIEWING THE SCENE

Moses had been called up to Mt. Sinai for a conference with Almighty

God. Forty days and forty nights go by. The people get impatient and ask
Aargn to make them a god that they can see. Aaron calls for the golden
earrings, bracelets and rings of the people—and makes them a golden calf.
Then God’s wrath begins to flame. He tells Moses to go down to the
§$r}1:£; lfv([)r the peo‘ple .had gone back to the beastly idol worship of Egypt.
i mjlli?as:S got] In sight of the camp, what he saw made him sick. Those
gy ex-slaves had changed over to a nudist colony. There was the
] en caif in the cente_r—naked men and women whirling around it and
iapmg mto each other’s arms, while the music rang and the trumpets
shouted.
nantT}ﬁzicsaﬁne people, six weeks before, had taken the vows of the cove-
o f ses knew that an outraged God would wipe that rebel throng from
t; ace of the earth, and he fell to earth in an agony of prayer for

1115 people. Then we hear one of the most startling statements ever made
)y the Creator. God said, “Let me alone. . .

Think of it—God is here asking permission, not from Cherubim or
arch-angel :12;0?‘:()1111 ; Somehg-reat leader of heavenly hosts; not from some
God is saying to thnt mig: t>“buE from a lone man on his face in the dus‘t.
the form of isk' 4 man, Let me alone, let me alone.” God speaks in

ng permission from a heartbroken man. This man, Moses,

by the irtense pleading of his praver i
caused God to halt Hgi'soactl.;inl.naye] 7 v L

SCALING THE HEIGHTS

Too many of us live in the 1

e e lowlands when we ought to be on the

" 11:1&(6 thlcob’s.Ladder, the fop rung is by the throne of God and the hot-
ng is beside the humble, trusting child of God.

God has more blessings for us than we ever dreamed of.
SPIRITUAL DWARFS

i ere was born in a New England hom
EIEY baby. The name of his pavents was Stratton% and theser z::n::(;l Sl?l?ri
Ch:,i:}es :}lel:wood. To the world at large, however, he is not known as
s :sf‘ t1e1'wo.od Stratton, but as “General Tom Thumb.” For years he
it 1;( ul‘e in P. T. Barnum’s C}rcus. When Barnum got hold of him
forty-f}ve oilnt((lae{rll yearst olld and wgghed sixteen pounds. He lived to be
just one foot, te;e il:t(z)}?es 1f\igel\l’.e Nt R Rk T

Tom Thumbs, in a )
'!."humbs are a multitude.
awarfs hecause they lack

In the year 1833 th

hysical sense, are very rare. But spiritual Tom
A.nd there is a reason. They remain spiritual
faith and prayer.

_,

V4
Nl
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HOW TO RECEIVE MORE FROM GOD

Prayer brings more things from God than anything else. Witness the
value of the prayer of Moses in our lesson text.

1. Abraham prayed for Sodom and Gomorrah, and God heard him.

2. Elijah prayed for fire from heaven and he got it.

3. Gideon prayed for victory and it came.

5. Stephen prayed and received an answer.

" "We need to spread our wants before God and He will spread a table
in the midst of our enemies. We serve the same God who told Joshua to
speak the word and He would stop the sun in its flight; the same God
who spokec when Moses held out the rod, and the Red Sea came together
over Pharaoh’s hosts; the same God who came to Babylon and put out
the fires which had been made seven times hotter; the same God who
went into the lion’s den with Daniel and stopped the hungry mouths of the
lions; the same God who broke the shackles and opened the prison doors
to let Paul and Silas out.

The Message of Easter

“But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what

body do they come?” I Corinthians 15:35. !

Interesting to note that God saw and fpretold quastions that men would
ask. . ‘

BEvery Sunday is “Easter”—the day of the resurrection of our Lord.

Studying the events in the life of Christ we study about the last few
hours before Calvary. We follow Him through Gethsemane . .. up to the
Cross . . . Calvary is now past . . . His body. has be:en buried - ..and
death has been conquered because Christ is risen. HIS- resurrection is a
guarantee of our resurrection. But some man will ask, with what body will
. > 9
W L1(Tni§.SPIRITUAL BODY. It is clear thai]: 'i:he Lord ;\tas ”g'iven a spir-
itual _ “We shall be in the lkeness of Iis resurrection. ' \

Ab(l);ti)i\' tEat is not subject to natural law. J esus ‘could zz’ot be kept in
by Dhysicai gates and bars. Appeared “in the midst of them.

Without laboriously climbing the stairs we shall.ascend of our own
accord. Lord proved this when distance between His feet and ground
widened when He ascended. Space will mean nothing then. ;

2. A POWERFUL BODY. Our Lord was given a powertu.l body.
Such shail we be given too. Today we grow tired and weary. Oftentimes we
are unable to complete our tasks. We be.come weary _and. e):{hausted and
must have rest. Sleep is necessary, sometimes a vacation is in order. All

because our bodies are wearing out. iy
With our resurrection body we shall never know: fatigue. How wonder-

Y R

4. A childless woman prayed and God sent a son. CTHT/ 40w /'(;.'/71/:
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ful it wili be never to be weary again,

3. AN IMMORTAL BODY. Too, our Lord had an immortal body, a

ver die again. There can be no death in heaven. Bible

tells us that the “last enemy” shall be destroyed. What an enemy death
has been, taken our friends and loved ones, broken up families, has sent
the undertaker to our homes. Death brings tears, leave scars and fills
cemeteries.

But there will be no funerals in heaven
bodies mnever die,
him.”’

4. AN INCORRUPTIBLE BODY. Again,

ble body. We, too, shall have such. Every seven years—so doctors and
scientists tell us—our hodies undergo a complete change. Every cell in
them changes completely every seven years—yet our identity remains the
same. (Is this proof that we shall not lose our identity in death and cor-
ruption of our present bodies? We think s0.)

Our present bodies are
our resurrection hodies there can be no decay. Corruption belongs to earth
alone, not to heaven,

5. A GLORIFIED BODY. Our Lord was
so glorious that it

We are given

» 110 crepe on doors, immortal
“When he shall appear, we know that we shall be like

our Lord had an incorrupti-

given a glorified body. A body
, shall have such a body.

many to righteousness shall

shine as the stars.”
hat even angels will look upo

N us in wonder and amaze-

So glorious ¢
ment. ;
and Elias—their lives were separa_ted
em on the Mount of Transfiguration.
er in heaven? Certainly. We’ll not know

Peter had never known Moses
by centuries—yet he recognized th
How come? Wiy we know each oth
less in heaven, but more.

e like in heaven it is impossible to fully say. But wrinkles
eauty restored. We shall be changed we are told. Changed
What a change—in a moment—at the last trump.

What it will p
will be gone anqd p
into His likeness,

A Treatise On the “Tater” Family

-« what manner of persons ought
and godliness,” 11 Peter 3:11.

All people fall
Brother J, 1, Brown
used to say.
in Adam.”

' We are alj children of Adam a;ld
Ing acquaintance with the “Tater” Fa
manner, of our faults and failures,

& ye to be in all holy conversation
into one of several moulds,

» whom many of our
“I call every man Brother—if 1

even church members.
older preachers will remember,
miss him in Chyist I'll hit him

we all have our faults, The follow-
mily reminds us, in g light-hearted
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; INCI K "HESSI." 7 : ' . e
iieLil: Zthzsitator. Because he is a hesitator he fails to take advantag
iti i * he had.
" hi tunities, and wishes later ! 0 : R
of ]llS‘ opport o g like Uncle “Hessi,” putting off untll‘tomo S
Too many of us ave like s sl :
things we should do today. Ma.ny church m
a lot easier to keep up than llt is tg ca;czccl:l”up.
e CQUSIN dSP' ci looks on, not doing anything
He’s a spectator. He just stands an s 18 sotmabods e e
himself. le’s the kind of a person who is willing
oad. M ch 3 s like this. :
d ad. Many church members i ) RN
e ]\:;:3 shouldn’t be like Cousin “Spec.” Iflg ls't?)e.tteel to get 1
ideli : 1 criticize. :
sit on the sidelines and grumbie and ‘ S
tlla]l3FoT§}tE NEXT MEMBER OF THE “TATER” FAMILY I
o : r 's on end with-
(’OBSIhe is a commentator. She’s the one who talk§ fmbti(;mvsaccmated o
t running down. Uncle “Hessi” says she must have
out v o m. U > )
P nograph needle. ) N s R
A 1)]X111§ “ICom” is the one who keeps the .latest g.(»mllzmgo thge st
hangs one ear over the backyard fence while she 1; i; ggthat prentt B
t];is -way she hears everything going on,.and some tllaf-g;;;iu e
on. We should talk when we have somethu}’g to say “1S a, e
a .difference in “having something to say” and in v
= ‘ ” :
o et L .‘IM?}IL people. Not having a mind of his
2 imitator. He apes o er r NG el
IrllleSccillilieslmafter others. He imitates others in speech,
own he 2 3 : i
R e, e 'dll'e gu'llt'st’ gilge.others, for the things we imitate
are in imita ,
We should be careful in AR LS
m others are usually the le}llts t'l’uft 'Olwlﬁl;” have
L O e L .].(J'()I:/flcm].nnuwtor is? 1t is a device for
S S utator. Know what ; . omie R
L 1st]‘t Lfolgl\l\}l of electricity. It serves a good purpose in
reversing the : 2 ‘ ’.
in motors for instance. is pather hard to get along with because he’s
3 Sandpa “Commu’ is rather llkFltl'L., g thins. Ao i
e L“‘m'( 5 reverse. He's always “agin’ erﬂ.\T‘l“.é’-:' Grandpaiicen
nlem'ly S 'l;lﬂ‘ Baptist church that doesn’t have a :
thing progressive. T ‘ A
mu” is extremely Lortunate. _ R T S
i ‘lb- d\.t‘#ﬁ;‘mINI‘;AVE Ly e Mmb'“Nb- "bflb'ii:er of Brother *lmmi.”
b‘. J)Ol\ -- rlit-tim' of tiie family. She is a ]mjl -s shebietn el
.b}}t'-.s 1]}9",“?. ;g'ltilti]lg-, stirring up 'Lruub}e. bxe L --:v:;und g
TAgie” is aiways 't any trouble gomng on she bil‘pbidl o
; L jtherepiRILY SR . ; ot some started.
i;;§;(11t51<ft[-]L;txl(l starts winspering to gev so:n: -b'boy riende M
1 Adg Tihis is why she doesn’t have ‘.1_ 0) ) oo g
i confusion. [‘I;l; l:\.“lf_‘.\w;: s would et lllal‘l;il\i}liileeLme
1 mises “Apeie. 28k 4 .
.)odyr_ (I;;ﬂ'g;;‘!s ;NQTHER MEMBE‘R OF M:I-L“Dick” s 4R T el
\l&reqf: not' very proud of him. His name ~]:thing' M
hi g i sllow W thinks he knows ever) 8 S pr
child. He's Lll?fl‘lg;\ IIT};I)]:JO]lregard for the rights and 1)11v1]eges of
right smart-alee. as LeRp
thing done his way. , . )
f vants everyth'mgf an outcast, for there’s no place m1 ouyr eclcc):::ry lfg
Tinle?? 3 sort of g ; e .
‘chlc“ Il)s T{?:l Bw;u probably die an old bachelor. He lives a y
Dictators. ic

3 »
We're a little bit sorry for “Dick.



1

12

Topical Bible Studies

Purpose, Place and Position of Baptism

Baptism is a New Testament ordinance.

Has no place in a Christless life.

Intended for believers only.

Giver} as a symbol, not vested with saving virtue.

But important for the purpose for which it wags given.

1. BY IT WE PREACH THE GOSPEL

It is thi 1 v
s 'Iee:;?Odlment of the whole Gospel, the death, burial and resur-

It is a living, moving picture of
j : eternal tr
they will eat and drink, hence, ruth,

must be buried, hence our baptism.
It is a most foreeful proclamation of what we believe.

The importance of visual aid j i
: n te: — ; d i
5 e & eaching—hence the Lord has given

: As long as men live
the Lord’s Supper; and when men die they

reality of these things.

It i
T are dond o' OUr own dead past. By this we say to the
Our baptism is :Le mzid to the old life, and are raised to walk a new path.
version. ument to our old self, to which, we died in our con-

3. BY IT WE MAKE A PLEDGE.

It is our public anno
. uncement that we have ioj :
Lord, and henceforth we intend to be true to Hi?n.J e e by il

It is the unifor i
B e donmm of service. It does not make us Christians, but in this

T the Christian uniform,

Pledge to the Lord of our loyalt i

Chur;: that we wil cooperate with heryd 7 10 Hi. and B Hledae oRdS
1S a pledge t ; 5

Poreil Srin g}’lembfe to the forces of evil that we shall o longer be num-

‘Iit gYaII’)I‘ \K;E PROCLAIM A PROPHECY.
ro \
i pcoic‘zs.of the return of the Lord. The church is to administer
It is a pro
rose from the grave, so we believe that we,

ime when the tombsto: wi
; nes
Christ be raised, il melt r

pheey of our own resurrection. Just as we believe that Jesus

.too, shall rise. We look toward
ight and left and the dead in

5. B"S‘( IT WE PAINT A PICTURE,
Baptism is one of the ordinances left to us

to bring to the minds of :
: ? people in : ST
took place at Calvary, . engenerat

Calvary i i i
nentala ]‘I,)';\Iriydelstrﬁhlil plvptal point of all time, Water falling on the Conti-
ickles in one of two directions. Calvary has the same ef-

the purpose of which is
on the notable event that

fect on men—they go in one direction or the other,

D
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Who Cares?

(An evangelistic sermon outline)

“I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was mo man that
would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. I cried unto
thee, O Lord: I said, Thow art my refuge and my portion in the land of
the living,” Psalm 142:4-5.

A psalm of David. See I Samuel 22:1.

1. THE EARLY CHRISTIANS CARED.

Were willing to be tied to the stake. Nero told them that if tl}ey
would renounce Christianity they could go free. They refused, were tied
to stakes, covered with pitch and set afire until the city was literally
lit up by these human torches.

No one can convince me they didn’t care.

All the Apostles died a martyr’s death except one.

When John Bunyan was in Bedford jail he was promised his fr‘eed‘oxjn
if he would cease preaching Christ, and he said, “I will stay in this jail
until cobwebs grow over my eyeballs before I will make a butcher shop of
my conscience.” We need more Bunyans today.

2. OUR MISSIONAIRES CARE. Many have left comforts of home
and gone to many parts of the world, making sacrifices to do so. They
have faced dangers, seen and unseen. If those of us at home knew more
about the perils and sacrifices of our missionaries we would support them
more and criticize less. i

David Livingstone went from England to Africa. He was ‘not heard
from for many years. Stanley, famous newspaper man, wgnt m‘search.
Tound him in interior, sick. Livingstone had written in his d’l’ary, ‘Lord‘, I
have served you in this land for 30 years. Let'; me go 1‘1ome. But he died
there. Natives took out his heart and buried it in Africa. He mea:nt !;hat
much to them. Some of our missionaries have their hearts in their field.

% g THER CARES.

éeeG %Il)lsf’)r Ili’gtef‘ A3:9. From the days of Atdam }vhen“ He cried, “Adam,
where art thow?” until this present day, He is crying, “Sinner, where art

thou?”

4. GUD THE SON CARES.
SeeG (]\?atthew 11:28; Isaiah 53:5. Isaiah says He was wounded for

: o ? Webster says:

our iranseressions. What is a wound? X .
“Divigions of the soft part of the body by a mechanical force applied

externally.”

There are only five kinds of wounds. ' '
1 C(:ntusetl wound. Caused by a blunt instrument. Jesus suffered

this as He was hit on the head with a rod. “They shall smite the judge of
Israel with a rod upon his cheek,” Micah 5:1. ‘ -
?2 ‘I‘.,lacelzted wc?und. Caused’by a tearing instrument. Jesus suffered
this b-y what we call a cat-o-nine-tails, a whip. This was the Rox_nan scourge’;
“The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows,
: 9 2 . .
Isah?])l Il’i;liratin(r wound. Caused by sharp pointed instrument. Suffered
this x.vhen crownoof thorns pressed down (Thorns around Jerusalem were

four inches long).

*
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4. Perforating wound. Caused by a piercing through. “They pierced
my hands and my feet,” Psalm 22:16.

5. Incised wound. Caused by a sharpedged instrument. “But one of
the soldiers with a spear pierced his side,” John 19:34.

All this is evidence that He cares.

5. THE HOLY SPIRIT CARES.

Has been proven that more than seventy per cent of all the people
saved, who have been saved, were saved in a revival meeting. Why is this?
We think the answer is in the fact that a stated time for revivals brings
more prayer, more concern, more interest on the part of God’s people, and

then the Holy Spirit ean operate more effectivel read
o ectively., But He stands ready

6. THE LOST IN HELL CARE.
With the exception of the
anybody else. The rich man in
He became missionary-

Trinity, the lost in hell care more than
‘ Luke was concerned about his five brothers.
minded when he got to hell.

The lost in hell are crying out for salvation of all the lost on earth.

One Step Beyond

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with

tC};G _’U:w]a of t_he qrchangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
W;L:s Stl:all fitse first: ’[j/’»m we which wre alive and remain shall be caught
up Logether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so

shall t,(,)geth,e'r with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
words,” 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

“Therefore we

‘ are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at
home in the body,

we are absent from the Lord,” II Corinthians 5:6.

INTRODUCTION—Greatest thought th

is heaven and how to get there. The Bible
prepare for heaven.

4 1% THERE IS A HEAVEN. The Bible teaches it. Logic and reason
emand it. There is no instinct in man or animal that does not respond to

a faCf:'. The very fact that men dream of such a place as heaven proves
its existence.

2. IT IS OUR ETERNAL HOME.

One cannot read John 14 without thinking of home. That is exactly
What heaven is—home of the redeemed ones, eternal home.,

There arve several things about the home of our boyhood that are
not true of any other place on earth, as far as we are concerned. Some

thi X i i
'h(IllgS :ue. sacred in our memory forever, Heaven will he an eternal joy
and we will never have to move away.

3. WHERE IS IT LOCATED?
We cannot describe it geographically. But the geographic location

at can occupy the mind of man
was written to show us how to
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is not what makes a place so dear to us. The location is not what en-
deared your childhood home to your memory. It is the sentiment attached-
that makes it so dear.

Heaven is just one step beyond this life—just a heartbeat away. It
is a place where our loved ones are. A place where Jesus is.

4. A PLACE OF NO GOODBYES.

Have you ever stopped to think how that there is no such word as
“goodbye” in the language of heaven? i

We would not exchange any city on God’s earth for that city not
made with hands. If we had the power would anyone of us bring back the
loved ones who have gone there? Is there a one who would prefer these
mortal bodies to incorruptible ones? Who is there that would change the
companionships of earth with those of glory?

5. HOW TO GET THERE.

In John 14 Thomas interrupted the Lord and said, “Lord, we know not
. . . the way.” Jesus immediately said, “I am the way.” I 5

Jesus is the way. He is the answer to every question, the solver 'o.
every problem, the supplier of every need. What a lesson Jesus taught hexe:
He is the answer, the Saviour—and no man can come unto the Father
ekce%;l’}z rIi:.:ls]t I do to be saved? A question that has been. a.sked in the
hearts of most men through the centuries. Jesus answered it in John“§4-

The Philippian jailer asked it a long time ago. The ’z’mswer came, “Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.

Shall We Know Each Other in Heaven?

“For now we see through a glass, darkly (in a riddle); but then

face too face: mow I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I
on,” 1 Corinthians 13:12.

o Igi;);ﬁn,thel. Pagan poets and philosophers expected to. meet and know

their loved ones in heaven. Homer, Virgil ‘Socrates, Cicero z}nd f)thers

believed it. What does all this teach us? It is strong presumption, if not

proof, in favor of the claim that we shall know each other there.
)

i however, is not enough in
feachi of poetry and philosophy, 3 :
suchll‘al;i3 ilil'le}:(;:ll']tl:]i matfer. Let us look elsewhere for proof. Revelation teaches

e ACHES IT
1. THE TEXT TE!/! § : .
It teaches that without doubt we shall know each other there.

Here our knowledge of each other is limited, in heaven it will be com-

plete’i‘he flesh is a veil that covers the soul and conceals much from view.

Limitations of human language prevents us from revealing our inner
selvesm:v:nmto our most intimate friends. A better medium of communica-
’

tion will insure great knowledge in heaven.
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There is much in the best of us contrary to God’s will. But in our
heavenly character there will be no reason for concealment. Motive, imag-
ination, desire, temper, ete., will be such as God approves.

This thorough knowledge, then, will prevent all misunderstanding, and
heaven will be paradise.

2. IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL TEACHES IT.

We learn from the story of the rich man that memory survives death.
While memory lasts we can never forget the mental, moral and spiritual
features of others.

The disciples recognized Moses and Elijah on the Mount of Trans-
figuration even though they had never been introduced to one another.

Imagination, reason, conscience, love are part of the immortal soul,
and in order to prevent recognition we would have to blot them out.
Human love was made for eternity in contrast to an animal’s love. The
animal loves its young only until the young is able to care for itself.

3. FELLOWSHIP OF HEAVEN GUARANTEES IT.

Fellowship without recognition is impossible. Jesus talked about “Our
Father’s house.” Is the thought of a family of children who are total
strangers to each other logical?

Some object to doctrine of heavenly recognition
if they could recognize those there,
would grieve for the missing one. Su

because, they say,
and a loved one was missing, they
ch an argument is human, but it is
also foolish. Suppose we recognize none in heaven, then why wouldn’t we
grieve because of not knowing whether any loved one was saved? Besides

—not too many are worried about such a thing now, and we certainly won’t
be worried any more about it in heaven.

4. OUR NAMES WRITTEN THERE.
It is said more tha
said, “Rejoice not 1hat
because your names ar
Now the name sta
It marks that person as
Tsaac and Jacob . . 32

n once that our names are written in heaven. Jesus
the devils are subject unto you, but rather rejoice
e written in heaven.”’

nds for a person. It means him and nobody else.
an individual. “Many shall sit down with Abraham,

5. PAUL BELIEVED IT:

In writing to the Thessalonians Paul says:
or crown of rejoicing ?
Christ at his coming 2”

“What is our hope, or joy,
Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Paul is looking forward
converts in glory. See also II Corinthians 1:14.

6. CHRIST THE FIRSTFRUITS.

Between His resurrection and His ascension His friends recognized

recognized Him, even
ord.

Him. Two disciples at Emmaus recognized Him. Mary
His voice. Thomas saw at a glance that it was his L

with pleasure to meeting his-

Topical Bible Studies 17

A Sample of What People Are Thinking

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not soc,l I 'z:o;cmh:
have told you. I go to prepare a place for. you. And if I g(l) ?Z}Lafrwﬁere
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself;

I am, there ye may be also,” John 14:2-3. |
7A 1'm)ort;/er for the New York Daily News went out on thle si;ieth}ilzi
s . Y.
asked six people this question: “Do you think you will go to hea
you die?” : _ : g b 2 8N

The following are the answers given by the six. It is interesting
study them. "

1. A FIRM COMPANY REPRE‘SENTA.TIT.E.. - - SRR

“Yes, I am sure of it. There must be justice in its true s((.l{ls .yin e
there would be no logic to living. Going to heaven when 11' .le ‘:19315 R
a small recompense for all the dirty deals, yes, } mean dirty >
have come my way and made life a hell on earth. . R

Comment: A whole sermon could be preached to]s: 0\\;) Beisir
folly, and to point up his false 1)hilosol')]1y. He make-s Fue‘istife il

a. His hope is grounded upon justice. But where is ]
tooking sin? . ) e

)bgHis claim of deserving heaven. Except for the grace of God n
3 Sel aven. . ! ) g . idea
‘.le\elcve]sBigle: ‘1$owhere offers a single line of Scripture to support his
of gaining heaven through suffering.

g ; ip, t : hind

:‘Z‘IAI f’?%now. Like most women, I gossip, talk about ]Othil;vebinore
their ba((*?—s and I'm envious and jealous of other womego\\ir SIO it
;;11'111 I ‘i‘;mé only thing I wouldn’t do that many 1womlgn e g"l e
a (‘llal"rivcd man. Recently I read a book ‘The ev 3

” :
: i ade sense. : st of the
and ét mast This admission “I don’t know” was the most honest
-Comment: 2

3 hi : sip, envy,
; o she knew that such things as gos :
i sworthy is the fact that s SN e ” . e terrible
;;{x']olljs(is“l())'ic]::biting and other acts of a “respectable” person are te:
o P
: ; ith
Sins. : rerything in the book but go out wi
i fact that she does every an 0 to heaven.
1 De?l)(lltf‘;nilf she scems to think she has a good chance to go
&4 marrie ’ y /
3. OWNER OIF A BAR AN]zhenggzlL'Lm.d iag irevey i ial g
“ i 1, just as sure as lace-of business
I'm Y'eS, 21111(7]'?)fl(élljheli now. I was forced out of :tlgmzi‘(; Ec)olcbe:"ecome e
1 Folnfl]‘ 1 been for years. It’s hard for my cu] ioht thing, aidltiire
)tv mI? :’ 1a(y new phce‘ T've always tried to do the rig y
omed to m ace. 1V
s 2
must be some reward.” . he’s “going through hell now.
. savs he is “sure” because : hat foolish
Commentinlge 1:::115 hard on his “red-nosed »”. custoglli,los\;r \z’lcompanion
The c!lang‘c 5 S rchant of madness, a seller of s wie a Eincle el
v H“]_ls is::;e of death. God’s mercy cannot receive a single
of crime, a dispe

jecting sinner into heaven.

s :
4 A BEOOKIIj:I\;u’f:{ fs{]s have to make a stop on the way at a place
“T think so. I

ins. In fact, I don’t think there is
leansed of my sins. )
called purgatory to be ¢

P s EEEEES—.—
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2 hell. A God who is all
good would not i i
as hénghel;;e one would burn for eternitgong:(‘l,eiso fmseli'cc};r ’? R a1
iy ; s . . :
b él(l)d. dI;:eslns’t asx;)eirl?a::ég t]fung that she believes in a purgatory
g : e refuses to believe in a hell i
peak. How does she know that God is good? The same Bi?afe “tr:::l;.cthtelﬂlz

her He js good tells h i
s er ther
o s R ere is a hell. The God of mercy is also a God

5. A BROOKLYN SALESMAN.

“It isn’t as i
AT :}z{xsi\‘reqziso nsay‘l}r;g yes gr no. There’s some doubt about it.
T b S 4 eaven for climate and hel B A
preferred compan i e way 1t 1 B
: any to climate i it i
be \V(';th many of my friends for a long', zt1i1111(1le :’f W the e
aor}ltmfmt: Two main errors here '
” 1S as easy as sayin :
' It ying yes or no. i
ans“{)elifllﬂs by yes or no. God wants us ?co Il?n(f\?r(:t, iR PR 5
. “Ie * cli :
aven for climate and hell for company.” There is no company

C(‘nlpanionship in hell ill the leal sense Ihat 1s, thele 1
: i & .1] ] f
no sense Of en]oyment in that place. . :

A A

6. RADIO STATION WORKER. i

“Only God
I never stole a:;t(])::,: thath but I have hopes. I've never killed anyone;
band. Of course that i§’ laln I have never desired another woman'’s hus:
itive to enter the sacr:j 1i’_ega(.ltlve and I know I should do something pos-
: in ’ ;
a 10t of time to think and auer L Stll Young and I hope Il have

Comment: She

: de her fir : A

See Luke 10:20 made her first mistake in saying “Onl &
John 5itg, - Jesus said people COULD and SHOULD ykli?\(rl ?::&s'x

or

fy
A
\

Her second mi
SUMMAn mistake. All her hopes were based on her works
RY: Did ; '
here mentioned you notice that not one of the six per ;
it alo;:ei Lgrd Jesus Christ in any way? ;ein;w? ealfonts Izlne'ntmned
are told: S the way. Remember, in the Sermon on 1‘:;163 OMoiln ’cJOw};:rre1
n bl

“Enter ye in
at t rai .
he strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
and many there be which go in thereat,

arrow s the way, which leadeth unto life,

way, that leadeth to destruction,

e gate, and n
there be that find it.”

Because strait is th
and few l
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Going Back to Bethel

(A sermon for backsliders)

Text: Genesis 35:1-5.

Thirty years before Jacob had fled from home. In camping out, he
stopped cne evening at Bethel. In a vision, he saw angels ascending and
dfescending‘ upon a ladder. He made a covenant with the Lord pledging
himself to him. See Genesis 28:20-22.

With a new stride in his walk he went on his way. For twenty years
he lived with Laban, his uncle, forgetting his promise to God and growing
colder spiritually. In a round-about-way God saw that Jacob left his uncle.
Taking all his possessions he started home. He meets Esau whom he had
wronged twenty years before. Esau forgave him and Jacob promised to fol-
Jow him to Mt. Seir. But he failed to do so and went to Succoth instead.

There Dinah, his only danghter, fell into sin. She came to her moral
and spiritual ruin. To avenge her honor Jacob’s sons killed all the males
of the city. How godless is the history. It was then that God called Jacob
back to Bethel. Man’s extremities are God’s opportunities.

1. SOME REASONS WHY JACOB WENT BACK TO BETHEL.
a. His neglect was becoming serious in his own life.
Had been absent from God’s house for 30 years.
Had been in going distance for ten years.
No one can be spiritually minded who stays away.

b. His family relations were becoming serious.

Can expect nothing else.
Dinah had become a harlot.
sitions. Entire family was becoming corrupt.

¢.. Was in positive danger.
d. His life was actually in danger.

. WHAT HE HAD TO DO TO RETURN TO BETHEL.

. Repent of his sins.
. Cast out his idols.

2
a
b
3. WHAT JACOB RECAL
a
b
¢

Sons were growing up with bad dispo-

LED OF HIS FIRST VISIT.

. Remembered the condition of his heart when he first came to God.

. Recalled the vision he had of God 30 years before.
. Remembered the vows he had made, which he had not kept.

How many of us are modern Jacobs?

4. DIT IT PAY?

We have commercialized in our thinking. We usually want to know if
a thing pays before we do it. Did it pay Jacob to go back to Bethel?

a. Received personal attention of God.

b. Received renewal of blessings of past.

c. Helped prepare him for sad, dark hours, ahead. .

d. Promises made to Abraham and Isaac confirmed in him.

Many dark hours were ahead for Jacob, such as Fhe death of Deborah,
Rebekah’s nurse; death of Rachel; Reuben to commit adultery; death of

s bloody coat, ete.

Isaac, Jacob’s father; Joseph’ : .
But Jacob found strength for all this by having gone back to Bethel.

T —
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A Thanksgiving Theme

et Bty .him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continual-
h ':L[‘a 13, the fruit of our lips giwving thanks to his name,” Hebrews 13:15.
Tvlmre, place anfl purpose of the first Thanksgiving by Pilgrims.
iti;apy "I‘h'anksngmgs since. Another one is here.
is fitting to give thanks unto the Lord, not only once a year but

daily. Our text sa « . .
goodness. ys “eontinually.” Ought always to be conscious of His

Things to Be Thankful For

We ¢ i
annot mention them all. Some of the more prominent ones are:

1. SALVATION.
Through the 1 ?

X angm;;:defs:stz.md grace of God we have this anchor of the
Read 11 Corinthians 9:15.

2. CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.

ghat \y(;)uld our life be like without it?
Provides a source of it i
Eo e s 8 B ot comfort and strength in ouy pilgrimage to the

Our moments of
lies ahead.

Through Christian £ i
fey 11
the path is rough, i

enjoyment together a prelude to the joyous life that

P we encour e " i
the thorns are sharp. i
3. LIGHT FROM THE OPEN BIBLE.

Think of thoge in abject misery scattered

n darkness, while over foreign soil who grope

ng rays of a Saviour’s love.

4. CHRISTIAN HOMES.
. We should he thankful fo
is fast becoming 2 novelty—h
Marriage re] 5
thankful for pat

T patient companions. A true Christian home
iy ut how it is needed.

Ship is next to our relationshi i
. . Sh :
lent, loving wife or husband? g e
5. FOR MAT
We h

_ L
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The World’s Darkest Night

““The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of lght,” Romans
13:12.

Bible predicts a time of darkness. See Isaiah 60:2; Micah 3:6; Joel
3:15; Amos 8:11-12; and many others.

There can be no question about it. It is coming. The only question is,
Just how near are we to it? The shadows of it are already creeping across
the world.

1. WE ARE IN THE NIGHT OF SIN.

Sin has always been here, but not to its present degree.
a. Tempo of war increasing.

b. Immorality increasing.

c. Blasphemy increasing.

d. Atheism fast gaining control of mind of man.

2. WE ARE IN THE NIGHT OF IGNORANCE.

This is a highly scientific age. Yet there is widespread ignorance of
God’s way and will.
. Ignorant of purpose of God.
. Ignorant of need of Christ.

. WE ARE LIVING IN A NIGHT OF HERESY.

. Heretical teaching alarming.

. Growth of heretical sects. )
The prominence of “no difference” philosophy.

cTpPw T

4. IN A NIGHT OF SORROW.
The greatest baptism of trouble the world has ever known about to
be unleased on mankind.
. Horrors of next war.
. Disappointments incre
Sorrows untold now h
Christ’s cause bleeding as never before,

SUFFERING. - =3
ﬁ{f‘frgeﬁg s from heart disease, cancer, etc. Men’s hearts failing

i er things coming on the earth.
- fear, for looking after those ; n
b P-tllilr?? aﬁ?& trav:cxil is of this world becoming more agonizing by the

minute.

6. AFTER THE NIGHT CO
Casting our eyes toward the
of the coming Son of Righteousness W
e banished will be death, buried will

Then His enemies will flee away, ban I '
be fe"*llfasn go]ne will be heartaches, and forgotten will be cares.
=y

asing by the hour.
appening and seemingly nothing can be done.
but little response.

e T

1S

METH THE DAWN. ;
Fast we can almost see the first rays
ho is to arise with healing in His

Y
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The Measure of a Man’s Life

(a Brotherhood program outline)

“ ’ o . e
s for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth,” Luke 12:15.

What is a good vardstick to use in measuring a man’s life? God uses

. :
fle kind and man usually uses another. But God’s vardstick is accurate,
We can depend upon it. .

1. K’NOWLEDGE AS A MEASURE.

?aﬁs life consists, at least in part, of what he knows

a. He must p: Tk r i : i
thing;_ not only know something, but also must know the right

b. And‘rx:nust %m.ow then} well if they are to henefit. A man may own
a ,,.leat violin, but if he knows nothing of music he possesses only

: Wz}t] piece of wood and some string as far as he is concerned.

. at does man know ahout his soul? about God? about Jesus?

2. WHAT HE DOES AS A MEASURE.

This I ; .

L :1;3 1; a practical way of measuring a man’s life. Tell me what a man
i can pretty well tell about his heart,
- Man who knows how to use his hands sees the fruit of his labor-
3 The farmer sees seeds grow,
. In a spiritual sense—what does man do? Does he go to church?

3. WHAT HE LOVES AS A MEASURE.

The things he loves reveal the depth and breadth of his life.

a. LO‘\e money = d A 2
= and l)(‘ bP {0
e ; S .d cyn l)ltte]
comes ]l 11 3y VI I('d]. )

b. But if he loves th i is b S me e softene
: S at which is noble, life i v
- N ; : . e, life is mellowed and softened.

%{,};AEP‘IRATION AS A MEASURE
at 1s man’s aim in 13 4
ey 'S aim in life? A man is as great as his aim, his hopes,

sometimes cruel

a. Measur i i
asure men by theiy possessions and N

R ero ranks high while Paul
remains g Pauper. But measure them by :

their aspirations and Paul
€ro sings to the lowest level.
ase the Lord and worship Him, he is the most

ranks with the immortals i
: whil \
b. If his aim is to ple e

noble of men.
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Saints in Wrong Places

(Program outline)

The Bible teaches both by precept and example.
Many examples are given of God’s children suffering because of their
being in the wrong place at the right time.

1. A DISCOURAGED WORKER.

Elijah under the juniper tree.

“But he himself went a day’s jowrney into the wilderness, and came
and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he
might die; and said, It is enough; mow, O Lord, take away my life; for I
am not better than my fathers,” I Kings 19:4.

2. A BACKSLIDING BELIEVER.

Abraham in Egypt. i

“And there wos o famine in the land: and Abram went down wnto
Egypt to sojowrn there; for the famine was grievous in the land,” Genesis
12:10.

3. A DISOBEDIENT SERVANT.

Jonah in the sea monster.
“When my soul fainted within me I remembered the Lord: and my

prayer came in unto thee, into thine holy temple,” Jonah 2:7.

4. A LAZY SAINT.

David on the house top. ' . :
“And it came to pass in an evening lide, that David arose from off his

bed, and walked wpon the roof of the king’s house: and from the roof
he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to

look wupon,” II Samuel 11:2.

5. A SILENCED WITNESS.
Lot in Sodom.
“And they took :
his goods, and departed,’
6. A MISERABLE DISCIPLE.

Peter before the fire. led a fire in the midst of the hall, and were

“And when they had kind '
set down together, Peter sat down among them,” Luke 22:55.

Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and
Genesis 14:12.
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The New Testament Church

“Ekklesia, the Greek word from which we get the word “church,”.ls
used 115 times in the New Testament. It is used in the singular to desig-
nate a local institution 76 times. It is used in the plural to designate .SGV'
eral local churches, or a group of churches, 36 times. It is used 3 times
to designate a worldly assembly or mob as in Acts 19:32, 39.

1. THE WORD MEANS “ASSEMBLY”,

In a technical sense there
church are assembled.

Notice these Scriptures:

can be no church until the members of a

“Acts 14:27; Acts 15:4; Acts 18:22; I Cor-
inthians 11:18; IIT John 6, etc. In these scriptures we find such expressions

”»
as ‘“before the church,” “‘gathered together,” “received of the church,
“come together in the church,” ete.

Acts 11:22; Matthew 18:17; etec., shows how things were brought be-

fore the church, the church would “hear” things, proving that the early
churches assembled together to carry on a business,

2. BIBLE KNOWS NOTHING OF ANYTHING BUT LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS.

Acts 13:31, the church that was “at” Antioch.
I Peter 5:13, the church “at” Babylon.
Philemon 2, church in a house.
Colossians 4:15, church in house.
I Corinthians 16:19, in house.
Romans 16:5, in house.
Acts 11:26, assembled with church.
Revelation 1:4, seven churches in Asia.
Acts 16:5, churches increased in number.,
Some mysterious, giant
the Bible. It is yank heresy

3. CHURCH HAS HIGH AUTHORITY.

No power or authority on earth higher in ecclesiastical matters than
a local church body.

Study Matthew 16:19; 18:18, Romans 14:1; I Corinthians 5:1-5; II
Thessalonians 3.,

4. EACH LOCAL BODY COMPLETE IN ITSELF.
The local body is not a “branch” oy
complex and mysterious.
I Corinthians 14:23, ¢, .
place”

“arm” of something more

. the whole churel, be
proves that each is complete within itself. Al
5. A DEMOCRATIC BODY.

Many things decided in Bible times by casting lots, and the term is
used in g highly figurative sense, See I Chronicles 24:5 and 25:8.

a successor to Judas.

come together into one
So see Acts 15:22.

» universal and invisible thing not known to
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HES.
OOPERATION BETWEEN I'JOCAL C}%ng-inthians 11128} l8:23!
= C is the Bible way. See such Scriptures as £ thicn) . Tf ohel
i he “robbéd churches” (took R of uc]mr.ches”? “Chosen
P.aul SZIIYS“hly didn’t he say “church” mSt'e’a(lhg\vs o A
is universal, w wvel with us T
) - plural) to travel 1 say, “Messengers o

0]f th]e c‘}};}(:;zzlm((}rg of the churches.”” Why didn’t he say,

churches. “N gers

THE CHURCH”?

o GOSPEL.
; DIAN OF THE ion Army, the
14 CI-IUR]CH ESS (’:I‘[lieSTL%I‘d is not looking to the Salvation Army,
See Matthew 28.

read the Gospel. It
M ic Lodge or some other group Or z%g?:s:l}]rs tghf‘%)st.
:satsl?(l: 11c)ecu1ia1' privilege of the Churches o
i

3 ST.
; TRY OF CHRI " i)
- URING MINIS «ch.” Had to be in ex
Y ORIGI.NA,.PEPIDM”" uild. (et mytc’g:)rcr:;ﬁssion given before
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» too
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then. ; n the mountain T will
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v ol'g"ll;léftr“”!.s started when JeSulSS 1‘9 ,
much, but I think it was s atthew 4:18-19.
malce’you fishers of men.” See e

3 A LAST L o
9. HOW LONG IT “AS][(L’II‘IO?’M prevail against it.

T i : .(l i or he dldn’t
g ot e 1 [t((l know. Jesus either told the truth
his is all we need H

jans 3:21.
tell the truth. See also Ephesians 3
5 OF CHRIST. inthians 12:12. _
10. THE }BR:DtIlie ?)ody of Chuist. bein 201;:31'5011 can exist without
The church 1 .

: 1i A between
eostation of a personall hysical body be
s ]nmllfesmtt]]?: soul exists without a DAy
: as
a physical body,

ade manifest. So
cistence cannot pe mal
ction, but that existence
esurrection,
death and the resu

; ough His body. f
o Timself to the wO.lld t'l'nt . iotbt sbout UIECHHCRS
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This body is to

i irit ‘nicator, or
gomg 1o i a spultual for
Ilimsclf a B1'1(le that 1S
i t ake for b
not going t take

frines ; saac
octrines. st have one. I
i JJean habits and d Second Adam mu
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. v ad @
First Adam he

B 15.
Gentile Bride. See Acts s
sst’s taking a entll% 11;1;2; and Matthew 22:1-14.
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See Revelation (7-95

DJ . 0
] { hile wve Ol'dinal’lly use the
ote: W \' W
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Why Stand Ye Here All the Day Idle?

(a program outline)

“And about the eleventh

hour he went out, and found others standing
idle, and saith unto them,

Why stand here all the day idle?” Matthew 20:6.

Idleness a great sin. The person who is bu
hoat. The Christian who is bus
most to the Cause of Christ.

sy rowing seldom upsets the
Y in service and pulling on the oars means

1. WHY? FIELDS ARE WHITE UNTO HARVEST.

“Say mnot ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
<+« Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already
lo harvest. And e that reapeth receiveth, wages, and gathereth fruit unto

life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice to-
gether,” John 4:35-36.

It is harvest time now for a

great many souls. Many passing out into
a Christless eternity by the hour.

2. WHY? THE WORK IS SO GREAT.

See I Corinthians 3:9 and others. If we are laborers together with
God, then we have a great partner. What we can’t accomplish, He can.

No greater responsibility than that of being a Christian. No work more
important.

3. WHY? THE TIME IS SO SHORT.

“And the angel which, I saw stand upon the sea and wupon the earth

lifted up his hang to heaven, ang sware by him that liveth for ever and
ever . . . that there gjy

ould be time no longer,” Revelation 10:3-6
The el'eventh hour is here. Tt is almost midnight by God’s clock.
Ephesians 5:1¢, “Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”

4. WHY? WHEN THE RETURN 1S SO GREAT.

What‘ could bring greater joy than that found in soul-winning? See
I Corinthians 9.1,

He that “repeath receieth wages.”

5. WHY? WHEN SOULS THAT ARE PERISHING ARE PERISHING
FOR ALL ETERNIT

Y2
Bible doesn’t say they go into a day’s punishment, a week’s punishment,
ING PUNISHMENT.
sis to punishment in hell.

a4 month’s suffering—hut EVERLAST
eternity” adds empha,

The word «

By -
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Purported Death Warrant of Jesus Christ

i i ient city of Ami-
. i ccavating in the ancien . ‘

.ome workmen, while excava FREA
; = 1810\’v s;)&]:]lljil:l) ;n the kingdom of Naglesl,.hfgu:n ppesiio s
tf:sf:nilrll 5\]'11?ich lay concealed a copper pla’tl?l’lis eztvhen traniglated. provedlt
i ipti i brew: ionas & ] rerse side of the plate

long inscription in the He st On the reverse s : © 1
: . urant ok Al R A o each tribe.” It reads as

kf}el‘zhi'o:llszt]‘lllé\ words, “A similar plate is sent t

: vernor of lower Gal-

follows: pinkine: Pilate acting Governor o

: jius Pila ross. In
“Sentence rendered by Point ffer death on the cro

i i . Jesus Nazareth sha!l su : il
:llfe’ et “]tuth:‘j’u:hgfEmperor Tiberius Caesar, and the
‘he year seventee " the

iphas being priests,

__Annas and Caip Galilee

e . Holy Je1~usalemf ; arnor of lowes (Galiles;

i c1t§ i th: Jle of God, Pontius Pllat?’- G:;;ulenms Jesus of Naz-

s?_crlflcutm-s of the.];ﬂ lti-11 chair of the 1.)1~aet01¥: reat and notoricadie
o T ])i.]oguc(::)s; between two thieves, the g

areth to die on the ¢

dence of the people saying:
1. He is a seducer.
2. He is seditious. i bty
3. He is the enemy of U u,the -
4. He calls himself falsely

(i Israel. ) 1
:  salsgly the KIIg 5 7 ltitude bearing palm
5. He calls himself i;llsc']r.\;mp]e’ I e by @l
6. He entered into the

) im to the place
« . : us, to lead hi :
branches. Centurion, Quilius Come]l‘o ei"cllel' poor or rich, to op-
Orders the f”.“?t e , person, whomsoever, ‘ho signed the condemnation
of execution. Forbids ané]hl-ist The witnesses W Joannus Robani; Rophel
sus =
bose the death of Jes :
. o anle
of Jesus Christ ave: Da

1 Robani, a Pharisee;
it - . b
RObani; e e he city of Jerusalem

. t of t
Jesus shall go ou e L

y the gate of Struenus.”

A Look Into the Cradle

(Ta ot as theme) &
(Christm o they suw the young cl;zlfl

se into the housé and when they
n

Il down and wo,-shipped lpes . Matthew

“ y were €0 : .
And when they 1 1 unto him gifts .

@With Mary his mother, (“l({ jthey presente
Lad opened their treasures, b

it arven’t you glad
1eh, but aren
2:11. alized too MUCH

: . forbidden?

‘merci y mitted instead (?f :

Christmas has been -Com:l])sel-vance 18 Pel.n:ll]fde the worship of Christ.

You live in a land whe.re. ;;SS should centegalgREAT EVENT. _
Observance of ChrlS?{ILD ALWAYS o realize that cooing bl? ofal:
1. BIRTH OF Abgb cradleieswto battle or deliver mations. He
As we look at a d amm

: enius,
Manity may become 2 &

; in its
v m
lea
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may hold a sceptre over an empire, or become a prophet of God and save
nations from doom. Or he may become an arch criminal and cause the world
to shudder at his deeds.

2. WE LOOK AT SOME FACES IN HISTORY.

We look into Cain’s cradle, and we see a murderer.

We look into Abel’s cradle, and we see a martyr.

We look into Noah’s cradle, and see a

We look into Abraham’s cradle, and see a friend of God.

We look into Moses’ cradle, and see the deliverer of Israel.

We look into Pharaoh’s cradle, and see a wicked ruler.

3. “A CHILD IS BORN, A CHILD IS BORN.”

Men had been listening to this announcement for 4,000 years.

Now we hear it again, this time in Bethlehem. We look into the cradle
amidst the malodors of the stable, and what do we see?

Poverty is everywhere apparent. No doctors in attendance. Is this

just one more child? Some thought so, because John 7:43 says “There
was a division among the people.”

4. THIS BIRTH FORETOLD

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give You a sign; Behold, a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son,

: and shall call his name Immanuel,” Isaiah
T:14.

preacher of righteousness.

Doctrine of Divine conce

ption of Christ clearly taught in the Bible.
There was nothing miraculoy

s about His birth, He was born as millions
of others, but the miracle was in the conception. No human father.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 18 given,” Isaiah 9:6.
First statement refers to His humanity, a Son being given refers to His
deity.

5. WHAT DIFFERENCES DOES IT MAKE?

' .It makes all the difference in the whole world, If Christ was not
virgin-born we are without a Saviour. The whole plan of human redemp-
tion rests upon this one vital point.

This virgin-born Son was born to die. This Son wasg «

s ” on the
Cross of Calvary. given

ALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDERS.

ild has been born, the Son has been given. Both

: g2 message to many
broken, bleeding hearts. But there remains one other p

z : art of the prophecy
to be fulfilled—He will one day rule, literally so. Truly, the “government
shall be upon his shoulders.” i

7. THE FOLLY OF THE SKEPTIC,
There are those who ask
been born of a virgin—would
If predicted centuries in a

» if you were tolq today that a child had
you believe it? We reply:

dvance, we would believe it,

B If a place of birth, manner of life and death foretold, we would believe
1T.
If the child lived a perfect life, s i
ey » S0 enemies even found no fault, we
Above all,

if all the power of the worlq’
hold_ that body in the grave; if preaching aboy
rection caused to the drunkard to drink no m
—We would . believe it, Wouldn't you?

s greatest empire could not
t its death, burial and resur-
ore, and the lost to bhe saved

“Because there is wrath, ;
then a great ransom cannot delwg

Gospel opportunities are som
uals becomes ransomless.
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The Fatal Stroke
(Evangelistic)

beware lest he take thee away with his stroke:
e

. ” Job 86:18. L
lini{elze'removed and the case of individ-
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The Path of the Prodigal
(Ivangelistic)

“. . . 1 have sinned,’ Luke 15:18.

Here is a confession that has sobbed its way through the centuries.
The Prodigal Son is not the only one who found that sin does not pay.

1. WHY DID HE GO INTO A FAR COUNTRY?
(a) Not because he got up on the wrong side of the bed that morning
and decided to make a wreck of himself.

(b) Not because he wanted to bring pain and heartache to somebody
else.

He went for just one reasor
himself. He thought he would
hills. And he probably thought
joy, and that he would have a

He was simply hent on liv
hindered by any of the re

Self-pleasing is the f

1—he went because he was seeking to please
be more free in that country beyond the
his larger freedom would bring him larger
better time generally.

ing his own life, as so many are still, un-
straints that some authority put upon him.
ountain source of ga great many sins.

2. SELF-PLEASING IS EXPENSIVE.

He who is bent on pleasin
price. Nor is he the only one
wounding somebody else.

What did self-pleasing cost this young man?

(a) It cost him the fellowship of the father.

our heavenly Father, is to turn aw

(b) It cost him his freedom. What ty

he went to seek. “Give”
broken in spirit he said “
freedom led to slavery.

This is an old story with many examples, 1
for a holiday to Gaza, and the outcome was fett,
ish grinding in the prison house,

(¢) It cost him the doing of a mean ang sordid task.

If this son represents the Jew—as some claim—what humiliation was

his, feeding swine. We can only understand the full tragedy of it in the
light of the fine things he could have done.

The terrible truth about self-will is that
that are sordid and mean, but robs
are worthwhile.

This boy became a moral and spiritual bankrupt. And th
sists on the road of self-will loses all. What
great investment?

Nothing but a pinched face,
that rung from his lips the cry,

g himself alone is doomed to pay a terrible
Who suffers. No man ever sinned without

To turn away from God,
ay from the heart’s true home.
agic irony. It was his freedom
he said to his father, but when he was
make me.” The road by which he sought

or instance, Samson went
ers of brass and a slav-

it not only sets us to tasks
us of the joy of doing those things that

e man who per-
did this boy receive for his

an empty heart, and a gnawing agony
“I perish with hunger.”
3 BUT THE BOY CAME BACK.

How did it come about?

(a) He came to himself, He

: really began to exercise his powers of
reason, He realized he had

been out of his mind in doing all those

D— e

Topical Bible Studies 31

foolish things. A
(b) He came to a decision.
“] will arise and go ;131
arise and go to work?
Having resolved to go to :
truth . . . “I have §1pned. 2
(¢) Having made the decision he pu

“T wi i d reform?” Or,

id he say, “I will arise an 1 :
dD{ginl the c,hurch?” No. Did he say, “I w_ll,}
Ng But, “I will arise and go to my father.
.his ’father he also resolved to tell the

t into effect. Watch the l‘agge‘d
rom the swine pen and starts toward his

wreich. as he fuLns avey ; g way off. God will meet us

father. The father saw him a lon
when we start the journey.

B

Beware of These Ifs

nd there are many children in the
a

Doubt is the father of “ifs”—
family,

1. “IF THOU WILT 3 n

4 as in @ ¢ rtain city, behold a 71}(1
i P when he 01 . 'mf e emtzc; besought him, sayng,
“And it came to pass, W €  his face,

; a 2 5:12.
Tull of leprosy: who seeing if:us f I T e
: iIt, thou ¢ e =
Lord'i‘}:{ t]slallb)é%%T of Divine willingne
- ire, and into the waters, to

‘ 13 NST-” a P ]e f1 ; ‘ d
2'. i T}'IOU 'C;Ah"'th gust ham mtoﬂ?};g have compassion on us, an
T Bt fl thou canst do any VWG
destroy him: but if thou C&
help us,” Mark 9:22.
Here is DOUBT of

3. “IF I MAY.”
“For she said within

” :21- . :
be ugwle, i l%gg‘;‘;&, gof personal fitness
Here is

4. “IF IT BE THOU.” said, Lords

: d
“And_ Peter answered WL (T 4198,
Unto thee on the water Ma ;

ivine Word- HEAVEN.”
This is DOUBT of Dwmip MAKE wINDOWS IN
ou

: f God,

nswer ed the mtm. 0 i

“Then o lr LOR]]) ;Z M king] L) heaven, might this
oo RELT e ord would mak

. n
@ wmdow? i yes, but shalt
o apith thine eyes,
nd said, Behold, if .:lhegehol(l, thow shalt s€€ it
hing be? And he saids :

ings
not eqt thereof,” 1L King
Here is DOUBT of D

Divine power:

ch his garment, I shall

nerself, If [ may but tou
161 )

if it be thou, bid me come

:2. ;
ivine provldence.
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'A Mother’s Day Theme

“And . . . consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not,
neither do they spin,” Matthew 6:28.

Miss Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia originated the idea of a mother’s
dzy and it was first observed in 1908. The spirit of it grew and Ilater
Congress set apart the day, and the President of the United States recom-
mended its observance.

Jesus used the lily to teach some great truths. Le

t us use it here in
connection with the observance of Mother’s Day.

1. ITS WHITENESS SPEAKS OF THE PURITY OF MOTHER-
HOOD.

Wedlock is holy, and “forbidding to marry” one of the Biblical marks
of a moral decline. Pity the misguided soul th
because of celibacy—he hides behind the wa
the ones who bore him.

But even God’s holy ordinance of matrimony can be perverted into

re are wicked mothers like Jezebel who sell their chil-
vice of today is a great traffic. Every true man ought
nst it, or else Mother's Day will become meaningless.

2. ITS FRAGRANCE TELLS OF TH

Motherhood is attractive. Even the h
tion. The cow with her calf is an ob
baby and its mother.

There are old pictures of a mothe
homemade cradle by the glowing fire of the old fireplace. There is mo

greater picture than that of a mother crooning to her child. Angels would

trade places with her. Her office work is far above that of kings or em-
perors.

at thinks himself superior
11 of hypoerisy to sling mud at

to set himself agai

E BEAUTY OF MOTHERHOOD.
en with her brood attracts atten-
ject of interest. How much more the

T rocking her child to sleep in"a

3. ITS FORM TELLS OF LOVE

The lily produces aromatic spices
when bruised or cut it breathes to b
hood is love.

In joy or sorrow, in laughter or tears,
a mother’s love exhales its fresh fragranc

Pity the motherless boy—how much he ig missing! Many great men
have said that they owed all to their mother.

A boy with a worthless mother is also to be pitied. He has encourage-
ment of the wrong kind.

No nation has ever risen highey
stood without rivals when they had mo
ica should take a lesson from that.

4. IT LASTING QUALITY SPEAKS OF FAITHFULNESS.

It is a mother’s love that approximates the love of God. It is a true
mother love that never fails, The father gives up in the sickroom, but the
mother forgets weariness and sleep and hopes on. ’

: The father might lose patience with a wayward child,
him from home. Not so the mother, she never gives up.

OF MOTHERHOOD.
» its oil a medicine or perfume. Even
less others. So the essence of mother-

the myesterious perfume that is
e to all.

than its women. Greece and Rome
thers to train their children. Amenx-

perhaps exile
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The Bible a Scientific Book

The Bible was not designed as a textbook on science—yet it is in
accord with all the known facts of science. Whatever science has discovered
to be true has been taught in the Bible all the time.

It is said that the head engineer of the Standard Oil Company was
reading his Bible one time and was fascinated by the story of how the
Ark of Noah and other early things were sometimes sealed with “pitch.”
Suddenly, he had an idea. He called a meeting of the Directors of Stand-
ard Oil Company and announced to them that oil was to be discovered in
Egypt. They asked him how he knew. He knew that w
was found there would be oil. And that’
in Egypt.

here this “pitch”
s how oil came to be discovered

There are m
value to man be
Saviour to mank

any similar stories of how the Bible has been of great
sides fulfilling its original purpose—that of revealing a
ind. The following are just a few of the scriptures that
prove the Bible

to be ahead of science every step of the way. In these
scriptures the inventicns and discoveries of science are foreknown.

1. AUTO, Nahum 2:4.

. ATRPLANE, Isaiah 60:8.

. SUBMARINES, Psalm 107:23.

. SCIENCE OF GEOLOGY, Job 12:8.

. LIFE IN THE BLOOD OF THE BODY, D
. EARTH ROUND, Isaiah 40:22.
CLOUDS FORMED FROM DUST,
- ARMY TANX, Nahum 3:2.

9. MORE WORLDS THAN ONE? Hebrews 11:3.

10. FIRST ANIMAL LIFE IN WATER? Genesis 1:20.
11. LAND ANIMALS NEXT IN ORDER? Genesis 1:24-25.
12. MAN LAST? Genesis 1:27.

13. SCIENCE says
so eleven times.

S U W N

eutercnomy 12:28.

Nahum 1:8.

0 =
.

everything produces after its kind. Genesis says

14. SCIENCE says light existed before the sun. So does the Bible, Gen-
esis 1:3, ’

15 SCIENCE says air has weight. So does the Bible, Job 28:25.

16. SCIENCE can’t count the stars. Bible says so, Genesis 15:5

17. SCIENCE says winds controlle

d by a natural law. Bi id i
first, Ecclesiastes 1:6. % Ve

18.

SCIENCE says water evaporates, Bible said it first, Ecclesiases 1:7.
19

SCIENCE says earth turns on its axis. Bible said it first, Job
38:13-14, /

20. TELEVISION FORETOLD? Job 38:35.

| 0 TSRS
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The Sabbath Settled

v he seventh
Lver qows that the Old Testament Sa'bbth was tin Seveth
day Eze;}lgn?vet;:o“aid that Sabbath ?'bse1“7;180%11\;12‘1;“15110:131:3?;11; and other
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21; Luke 24 :47. ;
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1 ter. = 0 ST D
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7. COMMANDED (Each “first day ON FIRST DAY, Reveld
inthians 161:311{72.131) REVELATION
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ON FIRST DA]Y' ]]lguthe seventh .dayt'hem 40 days after He arose.
with the church ©

ev-
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on other days becat ;
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John 20:19-
Jesus spoke

T DAY OF THE W
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A'S'fst day of week. Seven tlmez
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EEK, Luke 24th
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the Lord’s resurrection, which is the Lord’s Day, meet more diligently.”
This was A. D. 250.

Turtullens Apology of Church, chapter 16, date A. D. 200: “We sol-
enemize the day after Saturday in contradiction to those who call this
their Sabbath.”

Justins Apology, chapter 67, Date A. D. 140: “But Sunday is the day
on which we hold our common assembly, because Jesus Christ our Saviour
on the same day arose from the dead.”

Thoughts on the New Year

“Yet there shall be a space between you and it, about two thousand
cubits by measure: come nmot mear unto it, that ye may know the way by
which ye must go: for ye have not passed this way heretofore,” Joshua 3:4.

Read and explain the setting of this lesson text.

1. THE OLD PASSES AWAY ... THE NEW OPENS UP.

a. A picture of our pilgrimage through the world, Ecclesiastes 12:7.

James, “What is your life?”

A sailor, after his ship was wrecked and he was thrown into the water,
swam back to the ship to get a compass. Was he wise?

b. Are we traveling toward heaven?

The last entry in the log hook of Columbus on that celebrated voyage
reads: “Sailed all this day due West, which was our course.”

What is our course?

2. TIME IS VALUABLE.

Suppose I go into a store and ask to buy a year,
hand year. None are for sale. Not even a second-hand we
Where is the storekeeper from whom I ecan buy
the gold in the world I couldn’t purchase a minute

a. We ought, then, to redeem the time. “Teqch us to number our days

that we may apply our hearts wunto wisdom.” j

c. Tomorrow is the devil’s today.

even an old second-
ek is on the market.
even a day? If I had all

3. TIME IS GONE--BUT WE HAVE THE PRESENT.
What are we to do with the present? See Ephesians 5:16. The days are
evil . . . and we need to walk circumspectly, not as fools.

a. Max}y playing with fire, tasting forbidden sweets, nibbling at the
?'alt of the devil. All the souls in hell began by playing with this
re.

b. We can’t have the past, we don
the present.

4. THOUGH WE HAVE NOT PASSED T
PROMISES TO BE WITH US.
a. His presence will go with us, Exodus 83:14. Here we ar

the unknown road of a new vear. Where will it lead?

To d ; : : .
Others(.) death for some of us. To trouble for others. To failures for yet

't have the future—we have only

HIS WAY BEFORE, GOD

e, facing

b. But there is sure victory for the one who takes Christ along.
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Forewarned About Satan

» 11 Corinthians 2s14: ‘
Paul is speaking of the devil.
but they have probably

“We are mot ignorant of his devices, .
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vation. Don’t think that tomorrow will do as well. This is the
arch device of the arch-tempter.

Satan is for breaking with sin—tomorrow. He is for living a higher
level—tomorrow.

b. God lays emphasis on today. He is here now with the power to

save, to cleanse, and to send you home a new creature in Christ
Jesus.

Earth’s Great Jubilee

“A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you:
er reap that which groweth of wself in it, nor gat
thy wvine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall
shall eat the increase thereof out of the field,”

ye shall not sow, neith-
her the grapes in it of
be holy unto you: ye
Leviticus 25:11-12.

Study this chapter
Every seventh year was
cus 25:3-4,

When seven sabbatic years had been obse
of jubilee, the fiftieth year. See verses 8-9.

As far as the country was concerned the purpose of the year of
Jjubilee was to give rest to the land. Is not this a type of the Millennium
when earth shall be at peace? See Jeremiah 50:34.

closely. Every seventh day was a day of rest.
a sabbath year of rest for the land. See Leviti-

rved, then came the year

1. YEAR OF JUBILEE WAS A RECOGNITION OF GOD'S OWNER-
SHIP OF THE LAND: AND IS A REMINDER TO THE CHRIS-
TIAN THAT THE LORD IS OWNER OF ALL.

See Leviticus 25:23. It was God’s property, and He could tell the Is-

raelites what they could do with it. Every child of God should realize this
truth. Read I Chronicles 29:11.

2. YEAR OF JUBILEE WAS AN EXPRESSION OF DEPENDENCE

UPON THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD: AND SIMILARLY CHRIS-

TIANS NEED TO LEARN TO DEPEND UPON GOD FOR
THEIR NEEDS.

See Leviticus 25:20 22 and 25:12.
grew of itself. And all in all, they were to trust God that there would be
enough to meet their needs. Read II Corinthians 9:8. God never fails to
supply all our needs in any situation.

8. YEAR OF JUBILEE MEANT RELEASE FOR PRISONERS AND
THE OPPRESSED, RESTORATION OF LOST ESTATES; AND
JESUS CHRIST CAME TO ACCOMPLISH THE SAME RE-
SULTS IN THE SPIRITUAL REALM.

See Leviticus 25:10, 28.

At the year of jubilee all mortgaged homes were redeemed, and all

They were to make use of what

e R

R —
A DSBS —
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g thing spiritually as
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Strange Fire on Modern Altars

“And Nadab and Abihw, the sons of Aarom, took either of them his
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange
fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not,” Leviticus 10:1,

1. THE STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB AND ABIHU WAS FIRE
THAT GOD COMMANDED NOT.

a. Is a type of religious practices not based on Word of God.

These two priests thought they knew better than the Lord, for they
failed to follow the Lord’s instructions. We see the
this in many religious cults whose
thing other than the Bible.

b. The prophet Isaiah warned all such people, Isaiah 8:20.

Most of these cults have a little truth in their

makes them all the more dangerous,

counterpart of
practices are based on some-

teachings, and this

2. THE STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB AND ABIHU DID NOT COME
FROM THE ALTAR.

a. Is a type of failing to worship God on the ground of shed blood
of Christ. Specific instruction was given the priests regarding
the burning of incense upon the golden altar. In Leviticus 16:12
they were told to take burning coals from off the altar. The fire
used in burning the incense was to come from the brazen altar
where atonement was made for sin, Blood atonement must be the
basis for all worship, Ephesians 2:18.

b. Some modernists have gone so far as to leave
hymn books used in religious services, This so
worship at all, but is “strange fire.”

3. STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB A
WAS NOT KINDLED BY GOD.

a. This is a type of failing to pray to God in the name of Jesus. The
fire of the Lord was given at the inauguration of the priesthood,
Levitcus 9:24. This fire, kindled by the Lord, was to be kept burn-
ing at all times by the priests. See Leviticus 6:13.

b. The altar of incense is a type of Christ :
must come from off the altar
Christ are to be seen. They m
Christ—and they must be praye

“the blood” out of
rt of thing is not

ND ABIHU WAS FIRE THAT

ian prayer. Our prayer fire

of sacrifice where the merits of

ust be based upon the merits of

d in Jesus’s name, John 16:23,

4. THE STRANGE FIRE OF NADAB AND ABIHU WAS FIRE
THAT WAS KINDLED BY THEMSELVES.

a. A type of attempting to serve the Lord in the energy of the flesh
instead of the power of the Holy Spirit. These priests kindled
their own fire instead of using God’s fire. All other fire than the
Holy Spirit is “strange fire” to God, Romans 8:8.

5. THE STRANGE FIRE OF NADARB AND ABIHU, BEING MAN

MADE FIRE, IS A TYPE OF SUBSTITUTING SOMETHING
ELSE WHEN UNWILLING TO WAIT ON THE LORD.

a. Might be a type of “worked-up” revival ag g substitute for a heav-
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Steady Until Sundown

. and his honds were steady until the going down of the sun,” Ex-
odus 17:12.

INTRODUCTION—This was said of Moses
the victory over Amalek.

Sunset will come for each of us. Are we
our Christian walk? There are some areas i
steady and constant. What are they?

1. THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD REMAIN STEADY IN LOVE.
There is a difference in cold admiration of the blessings and things

of God, and the warmth of love kindled by the Holy Spirit. It is this latter
that we should retain.

a. What do we love? New Testament
world.
b. Spasmodic love is not enough. A stream th
flow attracts; the stream that ceases to flow repels.
2. THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE STEADY IN SERVICE.
There’s more to do than ever. The time is so short, Joshua never
grew weary in the fighting.
a. Our prayer should be that God will e
unto sundown.
b. Perseverance is the badge of true faith.
of all obstacles marks one as a2 true Chri
3. THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE STEADY IN PRAYER.
Moses couldn’t join in the front line fighting, but his petitions dis-
comfited the enemy more than the fighting of Joshua.,
a. Intermittent supplication avails littl
that defeats the enemy.
b. We can’t all go to the mission fields, to : i
hold up the hands of those who do go. , R e oL e
4. THE CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE STEADY IN TRIALS
Trials must come, for this is place of sin and sorrow., Bu{:'
a. “Weeping may endure for a nmight, but y
Psalm 80:5. There is a “morning”
b. The trial of our faith is a precious Privilege,
“That the trial of your faith, being much more
that perisheth, though it be tried with, fire, might be found unto praise
and honouwr and glory at the appearing of Jesus 'Christ,” 1 Peter 1:7.
Our sufferings not to be compared with the glory world, Romans §
5. CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE STEADY IN FAITH. ,
To walk by faith distinguishes us from the rest of earth’s multitudes.
Faith in God, in His promises, in His plan——these are stepping stones
a. Our heritage. “These all died in faith,” Hebrews 11. .
They were pioneers.
b. We are “pioneers” in our day.
Until the evening of life is over,
ter sun in the land where
steady in the faith.

“©

just before Joshua won

going to remain steady in
n which we need to remain

says, be not conformed to this

at is constant in its

nable us te hold up our hands

To continue in the face
stian.

e. Constant in prayer the thing

joy cometh in the morning,”
for God’s people.

precious than of gold

.until we come to the rising of a bet-
prayer gives way to praise—let our hands be

e o X
S e TS S
B
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The “Fetching” Power of Grace

.chir,
Wd fetched him out of the house of Ma
ar

“Then king David sent, ' I Samuel 9:5.

]
8 fon of Ammiel, from Lo-debar, %
’ ¢ and 19 to get the entire
grace.

' ¢ MAN.
-gE FALL OF 1 )

TI?{ grandson of Saul‘ became‘
tiz::e of the death of his father

story. Mephibosefh
Read also II Samuel 4, 9, 1 5
s a wonderful type of a sinner saved by

F

1. HIS FALL IS sm\IBOLICA]I;tJSm

II Samuel 4:4. This son of gO;t i
lame through a fall that happen€

and grandfather. :oht picture the

Tghzilsmf;l f} the young Pl'iﬂcﬁ.’l’;l"ht e

all men became sinners, Romans o4

J
2. HIS HELPLESS CONDITION
THE SINNER. o
See II Samuel 9:13. Lame i
Pendent, upon outside help. Lven
our, John 15:5.

3. THE SEARCH FOR HI
THE LOST.

See II Samuel 9:1-4. Dah

an’s sake. He had to searc :

this o)) is, searching for the lost ones,

KING

4. BRINGING HIM TO fHE
POWER OF CHRIS .thing 4
Read IT Samuel 9:5. 9?;(‘110(1" pim.
N power—so the king z 4:6. s
Selves by their own efforts, John 1 o hard heat

A t softens e
Grace attracts attention: Genesis 212 ged in 2 contes

Fall of man whereby

TYPIFIES THE CONDITION OF
He was absolutely de-

P hiserf(iezt.helpless without the Sav-
1

KING
- SAVIOUR SEE
(E THE S
M IS LIK

to someone for Jona-

tobe Ik dness. How like Jesus

ry d :
vid wanted U ¢ of kin
5 objec
for the Mﬂtthew 1811-12

A TYPE OF SALVATION BY

his
uldn’t have come by
s t save them-

And sinners ¢

where nothing else

anno

t to see which

) : fast
AN, God also “fetched” Jacc’b’ d the sun engaTl o wind blew hard ﬂndroun({
It is said that the wind 5:]1is coat first: 13111 wrapped the coagnf;r the
;i Y ar
hes, could get a man to 1-8111(])]101‘6 ightly the lme warmer Imfd ﬂ‘lve" grace of
hl‘lt the haxder it blew t.hed as its rays bical iJlustration oL %
llm. The sun beame_d, ‘"}t This is 2 _t.\’P
élar; soon removed his coat: t and life.
0d

’ ar
Operating in a persons he S i
H . es
5. WHAT GRACE PROVIDne as Jesus 3 eveln
a. The king called him PY e athan’s sake €Y S Tar
* Ae king hown for Jona nphesians 4: Kking’s table; sl
b. Kindness was 5011' Jesus' sake, I—:'IP at the Luke 22:29-30.
the believer iver sphesians 13125 “C 014 make every-
C. An inheritance waz il Churist, Ephes ou
" e our :
: Mblessmg‘ls Slee:;l.essed confid
(. Mephibosheth €

hen the grace of
thing right, and

James 5
: ve S
gifts, as v
MGOd beg_l,ring Oll;ilcd’ the king m%
- Mephibosheth

the Lord, Revelation

hn 10:3.

rers, JO
s followers, < shown

as kindness 1

hould love

e
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The Mystery of Iniquity

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way,” IT Thessalonians 2:7.
Read the first twelve verses of this chapter in connection with this lesson.

FOUR THINGS ARE OBVIOUS FROM THIS SCRIPTURE

1. The “mystery of iniquity” (literally,
was destined to head up finally
in Paul’s day. Anti-Christ himself
been at work many years. The tem
years.

spirit of lawlessness) which
in the Anti-Christ, was already at work
has not been revealed, but his spirit has
po of his activity has increased with the

2. A restraining power was holding back this spirit, but this power to
be removed. Not until the removal of this power will Anti-Christ be re-
vealed. What is this restraining power? Could it be other than the Spirit
of God indwelling His people and His church?

3. A judicial blindness will be sent of
world at that time because of their stubb
the day of their opportunity, and they will

4. Anti-Christ to be finally destroyed.
warned to look for his activities.

God upon the inhabitants of the
orn refusal of God’s mercies in
perish in their delusion.

But in the meantime we are

MYSTERY OF INIQUITY WORKING STILL

1. His hand is seen in protestantism today. Beware of this “get to-
gether” idea being preached and practiced by Protestant groups.

Nearly every denomination today is affected by modernism, evolution,
socialism and commercialism. In large sections of the world, even in
America, it is impossible to hear a gospel sermon.,

In the midst of it all stands the churches of Jesug Christ, the most
hated institutions on all the earth? Why? The answer is obvio,us—in the
power of the Holy Spirit they are the only bulwark against the spirit of
Anti-Christ.

2. At work in educational field. Theological
supposed to exist for t{he training of
actually engaged in wrecking the faith
to prey upon mankind.

Education has become more of a “brain washing
in these days. Education, which owes so much to ¢t}
Christianity, has departed from respect for
a stronghold for atheism and infidelity.

3. At work in political and government
ers are playing upon the minds of world sta
has the answer to the problems confronting

Two main powers are locked in mortal
Christ and Anti-Churist. Men are not going t

among and between nations. Until the Lord ¢
tined to increase.

seminaries, which are
men for the Gospel Ministry, are
and sending forth a crop of infidels

” than anything else
le open Bible and to
the Bible and has become

al affairs. What strange pow-
tesmen. Where is the man who
the nations today?

combat for world supremacy,
0 solve the problems existing
omes, these problems are des-
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Jonah a Type of Church in Relation to
its Missionary Task

: . mission program) K

Outline for mission T HIS TAS :
1. JONAH HAD (FATLED TONCARER ggwors. Every tribe on earth
'I;lle church has failed in its missxonfxlrz’l fég it W

Needs the “good news” and I\\ER]E]‘; If;]n ’i‘HE EYES OF THE W .
2. JONAH’S GOD SUFFE

he G(){l ()f l ff . the eyes ()f le lllodel'n “Olld becduse 1)E
ven su ers 1 U y
nea

church’s p issionary failures ‘or his
Jonahnwals a poor ad\'crtlselg;l)lt Fj‘:glR -
3. JONAH WAS AFFLICTBC " o1 be
And the church has been ; storm wou

Ure. But for Jonah's failure t-]ﬁ could have bee

Much of the trouble in the WOt »s ATTITUDE. -ch

faithful in our duty? HANGED JONAH'S the desire of the chure
4. HIS AFFLICTIOI;I fSr Missions should be Ja
A total, all-out effor | indifferenc® o ry THE PR

that is suffering from 1cth‘;u'g}3£ ;{n(A TO DEALo;zVSOULS OF OTHERS.
5. THE GOD OF JONA OF LOVE F ok of concern.

BECAUSE OF HIS LAC.K1 today for its 13 throughout the whole
R . rith the church 1 of peop]e 1

Lord is dealing \\1] T souls

We should be burdene

Wide woplq. e T N ViSiOn
The Manna, a Type of Grlai
o

Text: F 16. INA IN

L Mgy NEEDED THE MAY

This world is a “'l_ldeme. 4Y
hea\,en.‘ And they need it every

God. And so are we.
IS FAILUEE.
cause of its :

not have 1
g n prevented h

missionary fail-
appened. How
ad we been

0 SS.
g VILDERNES
HEa ‘supply of bread from

and

'S
A G. ;
i]lg'le %ayIN THE MORNIan-St thing m

The
sp IT EARLY each day-
g. THEY GATGH?‘SE(QM pe taken into URNEY IN THE WIL-
e se 21. Go :
the I‘me‘ verse ENTIRE JO
Tning. URING THEIR
8. USED IT DUR ilgrimage:
wo DENESS. o our carthly HE MANNA
d thyrou t : -39, 0
4.31?;%18(}108 THE A{\Ito-ge so, John ?{fp?éER OF, FHE
i sR. ;
ISRAELITES. .35, HARACTD. But it is none
So does Christ, John GS"?‘%]RIOUS b Ccts, John 3
6. MANNA WAS I\E]Yyist in some TesPe WERE.
th So is salvation in U1 THE EOPLE t it. The manna lay
less real. y WHERE 22 Gill accePt 1o 0 o our sal-

w e
T MANNA CAME $§ilable to al% ‘,X.nd so does the Gosp
Whep a%:ation in J iiui'e:c}‘l and gathe1.
€ 1t was easy

"atim, Romans 10:6-8
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Following the Crowd

“Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil . . ' Exodus 23:2.

No command of God is needlessly given. There is a reason for each
one. Early in history of the human race God issues this warning about
following the multitude, “running with the crowd.”

The crowd is usually going in a direction that is contrary to God’s
way.

The highest ambition of many is to be popular, to be accepted into
the inner sanctum of society, to be in style, even if it means going con-
trary to God’s way.

1. GOD HAS A CLAIM UPON US.

He has a right to regulate our lives. F
one on the level with beasts of the field.

There is an index in humans—the soul—through which man is capable
of knowing God and being in communication with him.

One cannot receive the blessings of God, at least not His greatest bless-
ings, while unconscious of His claims upon us.

2. IT IS COWARDLY TO FOLLOW THE CROWD.

That is, if the crowd is going in the wrong direction . . . and it usu-
ally is.

Many crimes have been committed through the false bravery exhibited
in the frenzy and heat of a mob spirit. Men have taken the law into their
own hands at such times and under such conditions.

Following the crowd gives us the excuse
late God’s commands. Many a young person
this truth. Many a person has w
voice of the crowd.

3. WE MUST ANSWER AS INDIVIDUALS.

If there is one thing clear in the Bible
give an account for his own actions.
wrong-doing will not be present to help
of the Universe.

Men like to think that somehow, in some way, they can escape their
personal responsibility in this matter. That’s why many people subscribe
to heresy-—they like to think that somebody o something else has the re-
sponsibility. This ig why many trust to some so-called church or ecreed to
save them.

ailure to recognize this places

we are looking for to vio-
will de well to remember
ished that he had never listened to the

, it is that every person must
The crowd that encourages us in
us when we stand before the God

But every man must give an accout
4. DECISION CALLED FOR.

No one ever amounted to anything who didn't have
and act on decisions. “Aay old chunk can float down stream” hut it
takes action and decision to stem the current and go upstream.

We must take a stand against wrong, even in the face of 1idicule and
opposition, if we are to please God.

It is well to have friends, but not at the cost of leaving God out of
our lives, What about the “friend that sticketh closer than a brother”?

It is all right to he popular if we can do it without compromising our
Christian life and conversation. But how popular ave we with God?

How is it with you? Come thou with us . . . and we will do thee good.

1t of himself to God.

the ability to make

e

Topical Bible Studies

The Blunders of Pilate

Caesar’s friend,” John 19:12.

i 1 part-

£ Christ. He had ,

Ocﬁa ({)y him. When the Je\\'s
the mob to be car-

at not
“If thow let this man go, thow art ?

blood, the blo
: was ma
sion ¢ Christ to

Pilate’s name is stained. with b
€IS in his crime, but the final d‘,a]c e i
Uttered the words of our text, Pila
Yed to the Cross.

. ed
Up until this time he ]mfl tubu
4 conscience, a sense of justice—

0 “pl‘essure,”
+ NEUTRAL. A,

1. HE FIRST TRIED TO BE N fore him he knew ;

hen Jesus was first brouglys b‘e Tt Te decided in 12
‘ondemn Jesus would be gross imlfstlc;o what did he do.
¢ Would make some powerful eneml: do with JESUB . 1o told the Jews:
. y thing - wr law, g
?‘" o el B ha.\e} :;wlzim according fo-?{folict the death pem(;l?;nse-
BTake s |1 e 1y“(é, the au ity to I . Friendless and eneCe =
s i b hav ; © U His presence.

S 7 Fhey -dld 1.10' confronted With felt agraid in H1§ fis T
iy S0 Pilate is again ved to be, Pilate 1l the Jews he fin gk
ass as this Prisoner upps{‘.ut?,, He goes to _te . of stirring UP the p
Llsllflst J e;us, “Art thou anslz”Z'of being & traitor,

Y. But they accuse
Galilee,

b. The word “Galilee” give%d passin
Once again he tries to avlol . and n
Under the jurisdiction of Heroc ocking Jesus @
Tod anq his soldiers, after ™
*nd Him hack to Pilate.
¢ He tries again. the custo
08 remembers that it 1S 0 Tipe
hoiSoner gt this season. S0 he B Tooce

an act. He evidently had

to avoid such ay his chance. He bowed

t he threw aw

at once that to
vor of Jesus,

1 Jesus. Galilee wai
Jesus to Herod. 13111t
Him at naughb

legse @
r to release
4 abbas,
esus or Bar £
of J s exasperated
d Chirst?” They

for the Governo
m; L0 e

ice

WS Cho 2

: arabbas. Pllla

who is calle

Opin ose JesuS: =T . yesus ibility’s
ang si;il,ex\y}?z;dnﬂ:gt I do .th?’n o <« tried to shitt }'?:pozf‘lbglt};;
Say, “Crucify him, Crucify ]1.11‘1;- at all; he 1112'1157 the responsiilty
B ¢ has tried to do 1:0{;}111111;‘161. hands; 183 cape the decision
B to put the decisior to escal is worl

an % )
ulders—but he failed. 2 gy R igs born into th

5 - us, OV ¢ 1an 3 im; we can-
It g equally impossible for | us. Every llcmnot avoid Hml/ e
that £ sot forces upon = s, We ¢ Him we may
Wit} he name Christ " qpon his han x Reject
0‘ lthe Hame. of Ch“:t tl;rlqddle the fence
1. G0dge Him; cannot St k a
e yyq must, ISE i) T ivied to wal
g in
2. HE TRIED TO C(])MtP}]?g 1‘,:Inust do something that when the
. . tha ; ‘ht . iod.
Migq) hen Ppilate found o aolt He thouivoud be sa’cls.’flef'1
€ course. Lo and let hwbt‘ even the.‘frf ed, surely this 18
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Behol Oked upon
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To compromise is to start toward failure. If we are not for Him, Em t Chlll'ChCS
we must be against Him. p y

b. Pilate goes again to Jesus for a conference.

He asks, “Whence art thou?”
thought a prolonged conversation
of. But he fails again.

Jesus makes no reply. Pilate evidently . ! el filled jails,
might develop some way yet unthought gzgg zﬁﬁigﬁzj :11::11 :;ankind fails;
v )
Empty churches, and ]i‘!“(’l'.flf’s“.’s’

3. FINAL DECISION HAD TO BE MADE. Empty churches, and EYll gu;“ 4

Pilate evidently sought to release Jesus at all costs. But his foes Empty churches, sin’s In sty e’es wild;
said, “If you let this man go, you are not Caesar’s friend.” Pilate shudders, Empty churches, and youth 1g'oes
Christ or Caesar. This was the “knock-out” blow delivered by the Jews. Empty churches, and wasted ll‘{'vés'
Pilate bows to pressure. Empty churches, and Satan thrl

Christ or Caesar. That was the question before Pilate. It is the ques-
tion before you and me. It is the Supreme question. Upon its right answer . :
depends our chance of Heaven. Pilate had his chance, he threw it away. gﬁgty zi}l‘;izﬁiz’ :23 I()3111-ist
We still have ours. Emptz churcheS: and homes

Empty churches, and me;entecost,

Empty churches, and no e lost;
° 0 . Is {829
An Earnest Call 1o Service Epty ehocchor, and #0

ds die
Empty churches, and drunkards dié

rts ‘

l.ayerless heﬂ. % |

departs; i

are sad, ‘
go mad;

: cry. ‘
“And sy caelt s , Ethy churches, and orphans ;
nd Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses ‘
father . law, We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, -evivals ceasé s
I will give it you: come thow with us, and we will do thee good: for the Empty churches, and 1 i increase; 5
Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel,” Numbers 10:29. Empty churches, and ¢ plers meets
; Empty churches, and £am defeat;
1. IT WAS A CALL TO SAFETY. Empty churches, and Wronss ds roll,
These people were in a strange land, foes surrounded them on every mpty churches, and \\’31"01011;1 kes 2 toll; ‘
hand. They were a different people. God had promisesd to preserve them. g
God has promised

lea
L “mpty churches, and ¢ ewWS)
0 honor and bless the Church, of Jesus Christ. There Emptg churcheS: and forsak‘iln nI;W5°
church—but there is safety. It is the place for Emptv churches, and sad, s&

grace and traveling through this wilderness. ©

2. IT WAS A CALL TO JOIN HANDS.
Only by cooperation

is no salvation in the
those who are saveq by

. e plights
(t Ol] S . .
Empty churches, and ll'I'II-i‘cual nights

e with others can we fulfill our complete destiny Empty churches, and SP! nollewille ‘
as Christians. We can be of service to one another as well as being of mpty churches, and mucln‘ce and Kill; ‘
service to God. Empty churches, and men]e‘ truth, ‘

“Thow mayest be to ysg instead of eyes,” verse 31. This man could Empty churches, O’ s& tlted youth; ‘
illav'e 1‘3‘een a great help to the Israelites—he could have been their guide, Emmy churches, and d(:ife?o tell, \
ne1r eyes. D) 1 it's sa 11 i
“Yea, it shall be, that what goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the E:llp:y cﬁulzll::z: and men %0 he
same will we do ynto thee,” verse 32. Mutual benefits in cooperating with LY, “CUUnen ok,

one another in the service of God.

3. IT WAS A CALL TO A PROMISED GOOD.

a. Good company. God’s people best company always.

b. Good instruction. God taught them as He led them.
¢. Good work. Work of church is greatest in all the world,
d. Good goal, Following where God leads,

14 IT WAS A CALL TO A GLORIOUS DESTINY.

Entered Promised Land. Life a pi
counts,

lgrimage, where it ends is what
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Bible Exercise

These may be worked from these pages or transferred to a blackboard
and worked by asking these questions of an assembled group.

When worked these exercises will provide certain Bible names and
verses.

NUMBER ONE
12345678910111213

If Elijah fled from Jezebel, put K under 9; if Benaiah slew a tiger
and a bear, place M under 12. If God spoke to Job in a whirlwind, put E
under 7; if Lot was Abraham’s uncle, place S under 2 and 4. If Samson
wrote two books of the Old Testament which bear his name, put R under 3;
if Luke was the beloved physician, place L under 8.

If Enoch was translated not to see death, put N under 3 and 4, and 11;
if Thomas denied Christ three times, place E under 5 and 8.

If Hagar was the mother of Samuel, put Z under 1; if Eunice was
the mother of Timothy, place H under 1, 6, and 13.

If God did not permit David to build the temple, put A under 2, 5,

10 and 12; if Esther was a wicked queen, place F under 3, 8, and 9.
I Samuel 1:1-2.

NUMBER TWO

12345678910111213

If Huldah was a judge, put L under 5; if Mary Magdalene thought
Jesus was a gardener when they talked at the empty tomb, place P under
12.

If Herodias told hey daughter to ask for the head of John the Bap-
tist, put J under 8; if Isaac went to Syria to get a wife, place B under
4 and 6.

If Herod killed Ja
Elimelech’s wife, place

If Jacob hid stran
was cast into a dun

mes with a sword, put N under 4; if Orpah was
W under 3.

ge gods under an oak, put T under 6; if Nehemiah
geon, place G under 10. If the disciples were first called
Christians at Berea, put R under 4; if Jeroboam made two golden calves
for the Israelites to worship, place O under 9.

If Ruth met Boaz in Jerusalem, put C under 8; if Hagar was the

mother of Ishmael, place W under 7 and 13. If Paul was banished to the
isle of Patmos, put A under 3; if Jacob built an altar at Bethel, place E
under 3 and 11.

If Daniel was a major prophet, put A under 1 and 5
the son of Solomon, place N under 2.
If Achor hid a wedge of gold, put J under 8
of Agrippa, place S under 2 and 10.
Genesis 41:45.

; if David was

; if Bernice was the wife

NUMBER THREE

6789101112131415

dle to Delilah, put R under 6 and 11; if Saul
el, place T under 8.

28 4 5
If Samson told his rid
was the first king of Isra
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; doubted
. 4 and 8; if Peter
If Bartholomew was an apostle, put H under 4 H i
6 : e . 7: 3£ Phili
the resurrection, place O E:}d?pl;tn king, put D m‘gell;’ i
If Candace was an Ethiopld inder 6 an ; ; if the
four daughters who prophesied, place B ut E under 1, 5, and 12; 1
I Ag 1bes asls Prophet from Judiﬂ: Il)'lce G under 2 and 9. A
oabu t b2 " & ;
: o < a good report, P . U under 11 an A
Lwel‘l’g SI{ne]S }lnzuegdht;\}l)xiﬁl\ I;el:gjamin was born, put U
acne 1 ey
Sa was judge, place M undel 1‘:5 o
If Haman was hanged on qlels pl
Miriam named her brother M(.)h c,-lst in
If three Hebrew men weﬁe ‘book of
2, 10, and 15; if Paul wrote th

Esther 2:16, 17.

ST 9; if
n gallows, put A un(:l%el 7 and
I , § under 2 and 13. g Ml
ﬂCbt the fiery furnace, Pt
o

Acts, place Y under 5 and 7.

[BER FOUR 4 15
NUMBER fo | eI 8 . 1 Fehisiwasta
1 28 45 6 78 9 "0 under 115 if

£ Joseph, PU A
fe of 7edekiah, put T under 3;

¢ under 5
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under 7 and 12.
Genesis 17:15.

NUMBER SIX
1234567891011
If Peter warmed himself by a fire in the hall when Jesus was taken
to trial, but H under 4; if Eli’s two sons offered strange fire before the

Lord, place T under 8 and 10.

If Jacob sold his birthright to Easu for a mess of red pottage, put A
under 7; if Naomi was the wife of Elimelech place L under 6.

If Rachel was Jacob’s first wife, put C under 5; if Jonathan used ar-
rows to let David know that Saul was going to kill him, place V under 9.

If Elijah asked the widow for a mite, put K under 5; if James and
John were mending their nets when Jesus called them, place C under 3.

If Herodias was once married to Herod’s brother, Philip, put M under
1; if the Israelites ate manna in the land of Egypt, place D under 7 and .9-

If Adam named his wife, put D under 7 and 11; if Ruth was Naomi’s
sister-in-law, place Y under 10. If Mary and Elizabeth were cousins, put
£ under 5 and 8; if Jezebel was a righteous queen, place G under 2 and 6.

If Boaz was the son of Ruth, put' H under 3; if Dinah was the
daughter of Leah and Jacob, place I under 2 and 10.
I Samuel 18:27.

NUMBER SEVEN
123456‘7891011121314151617

If Methuselah lived 969 years, put B under 7; if Acts was written
by John, place D under 9.

If God told Abraham that he would be a father of many nations, put
K under 14; if there ar

e 29 books in the Old Testament, place O under 16.
If Jacob had twelve sons and one daughter, put P under 8, if five
lepers turned and thankeq Jesus for healing, place T under 7 and 13.
If Moses stayed in mount Horeb forty days and nights, put Z under
5 and 12; if there are 5g books in the Bible, place E under 10.
If Joanna was the i

v fe of Chuza, put I under 6 and 15; if Aaron caused
the iron ax head to swim, place U under 7 and 8.

' If Boaz gave Ruth six measures of barley, put E under 2, 11, and 13;
if Samson was the Wwisest man, place C under 3 and 5.
If Nebo is the mount on wh

NUMBER EIGHT
123456’7891011121‘3

e 14 15
If the prodigal’s brother ran to meet him when he returned home from
a far country, put T under 7

s the first Christian martyr,
place H under 5.
If Daniel was

; if Stephen wa

a major prophet, put R under 7; if King Saul was a

short man, place B under 9.
If Sarah laughed whe
under 10 and 12; if John

n God told her she would have a son, put N
was the beloved physician, place K under 8.
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NUMBER ELEVEN
12345678910111213
If a sabhath day’s journey is less than a mile, put T under 7 and 11;
if there were two windows in the ark, place O under 18.

If the flood waters continued 50 days, put A under 3 ; if Peter cut off
Malchus’ ear, place H under 12.

If Matthias was chosen in Judas’ place, put N under 3; if Caleb and

Joshua were brothers, place C under 5,

If Jael killed Barak, put R under 10;

5 if Joshua led the Israelites into
Canaan, place C under 5.
If Tsaiah compared us to sheep, put M under 9; if Jonah was the most
batient man, place E under 8.

If Joseph had a coat of many colors
first murderer, place C under 6,

If Darius was a priest, put M under 7;
place Y under 13.

If three wise men came to visit Jesus, put § under 12; if the wise
men brought three gifts to Jesus, place O under 10.

If the Saddcees believed in the resurrection, put Z under 5 and 10;
if Joel was a prophet, place I under 4 and §,

If Mary stayed with Elisabeth thyee months, put E under 1 and 6;
if Agrippa was a high priest, place G under 10.
II Timothy 1:5.

» Put U under 2; if Abel was the

if Nathan was a “prophet,

NUMBER TWELVE
123456789101112131415161’713

1f Phebe is the mother of Peter, put M under 4 and 8; if Adam had
no father or mother, place E under 4,

If Isaiah was the Messianic prophet, put 1, under 9 and 11; if Benaiah
was a king, place U under 17,

If Elijah was taken to heaven in a Whirlwing, put B under 16; if Mark
was an apostle, place ¢ under 14.

If David had eight brothers, put 7 under 7; if Hannah lent her son
to the Lord, place S under 6 and 14,

If Jude wrote a book of the New Testament, put H under 3, 7, 12, and

. he longest hook in the Bible, place A under 8 and 11.
If Nimrod was a mighty hunter, put R under 5; if Philemon was a
runaway slave, place N under 1 and 10,

If Onesimus wag a silversmith, put T under 15;
ernor, place Z under 18.

If the angel Gabrie] spoke to Mary ang Joseph before Jesus’ birth, put
M under 1; if seven devils were cast out of Mary of Bethany, place E
under 9 and 14,

If Jesus first appeared to Mary Ma
A under 2, 8, 10, 18, and 17; if Solomon
O under 7, 9, and 11.

Tsaiah 8:1,

if Festus was a gov-

gdalene on Easter

morning, put
asked the Loxq for

riches, place

NUMBER THIRTEEN
2 3 4 5

1 6789101112131415
If Adam and Eve were driven from the garden, put C under 6; if
0 built the tower of Babel, place J under 10,

Cai
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Moses’ successor, place U under 2.

If Gabriel was the prince of devils, put C under 11; if Saul consulted
a witch at Endor, place H under 4, 8, and 15.

If Peter was a reed changed to a rock, put A under 2, 6, 10, 11, and 14;
if Eli was the first high priest, place T under 9 and 13.

Genesis 41:45.

NUMBER SIXTEEN
1.2 484 5 ¢ 7 89

If Sarah was buried in the cave of the field of Machpelah, put W under

ericho fourteen times, place O under 4.
If Moses smote the rock five times at Marah, put T under 8; if queen
Jezebel painted her face, place P under 8.

If Gideon put a fleece on the floor to prove God, put U under 4; if
Jesus was older than John the Baptist, place A under 7.

If the sons of Eli were wicked, jut J under 1
twenty years in Judah, place K under 5.

If Mark was one of the twelve apostles, put N under 6 and 7 ; if twelve

stones were taken from the Jordan as a memorial to the Israelites, place
E under 2 and 7.

If Zeresh was the wife of Haman, put T under 9 ; if 3,000 men bound
Samuel, place B under 3 and 4.

If John the Baptist healed many people, put C under 2 and 7; if

Adino the Eznite slew 800 men at one time, place S under 3 and 5.
John 11:35.

; if Solomon reigned
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