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and brotherhood of man" which bypasses the doctrine of salvation. His
fatherhood is manifest in three areas. (1) He is the Father of all people by
creation, according to Malachi 2:10 and Deuteronomy 32:6. (2) He is the
Father of the Son by eternal generation. Jesus was the Son of God in eter-
nity before His birth to a human mother. (3) He is the Father of believers
in Jesus by regeneration, according to John 1:11, 12; 3:5-7; Galatians
3:26. How do you claim His fatherhood over you?

What were the intimations of His fatherhood in the Old Testa-
ment? He is called "a father of the fatherless, and a judge of the wid-
ows" (Psalm 68:5). He is said to pity us as a father pities his own dear
children (Psalm 103:13). God is pictured as the Father of national Israel
(Jeremiah 31:9). But those were just dim glimpses of the New Testament

revelation. 3
What is the revelation of His fatherhood in the New Testa-

ment? The Bible states quite clearly that God is the Father of Jesus, the
son of Mary (Matthew 3:17; John 14—17). Jesus is called His "beloved
Son" and Jesus calls Him "Father.”

God is the Father of those who receive Jesus by faith. As a Father, He
is concerned about our welfare (Matthew 6:25-34), hears our prayers (Mat-
thew 6:5-15), disciplines us (Hebrews 12:5-11), comforts us (II
Thessalonians 2:16), gives good things to us (Matthew 7:11; 1I Peter 1:3),
and makes us His heirs (Romans 8:15-17; 1 Corinthians 2:9).

Do not think in physical terms when you speak of God as Fat'he‘r. God
is spirit. We understand our fatherhood among people because it is a re-
flection of God's fatherhood over us. Pause at this point and thank God for

being your Father in Christ.

God the Son—Deity Incarnate

Jesus Christ was human in every sense of the word. He was
born by natural development and birth to a pormal human mother. Only
her conception was miraculous. He grew up in @ normal human body,. the
same as every other person who lives on the earth. He grew, was tired,
had to eat to sustain His life, was tempted, and w"as ?ther\mse fully bum?n_
So we can speak of "the Man" (note the capital "M" because of His deity)
and call Him the Son of man. He was fully human.

Jesus Christ was eternal Deity. He lived before He “was born! He
had a relationship with the Father "before the world was” (Jghn 17:5).
That was why His birth had to be by a myaculous conception ms'tead. of
natural human generation. In personal testimony Jesus spoke .of His being
with the Father in eternity, coming down from the Father, d.omg the work
of the Father while on earth, and returning to the Father in heaven. He
draws all of that into focus by the words, "I and my Father are one" (John

9
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weak to speak of our Father, His eternal Son, and the blessed Holy Spirit.
God is far more majestic than I have been able to express.

It is of utmost importance that we recognize the majesty of God. A loss
of awe in His presence causes us to lose our spirit of worship and the abil-
ity to fellowship with Him in our meditation. A thousand evils enter our
lives when we are no longer sensing the holy ground of His presence.

No people ever rises above its religion, and no religion is ever higher
than its concept of God. More important than the buildings, programs,
goals, and accomplishments of a church is her concept of God.

What comes to your mind when you think about God? The answer to
that question indicates what sort of person you are and the direction your
life is taking. More than correct theology is involved here. Practical Chris-
tian living flows from our concept of God.

When a person sees himself in the presence of the sovereign God, he
recognizes his faults and need for forgiveness. When a believer enters a
personal relationship with God, all of life takes on a new dimension; he is
a new creature. May God use this study to purify and elevate your concept
of God. And may that concept influence your life so that you pass it on to
your children. God is not like us. But He has made it possible for us to
become like Him through Jesus Christ our Lord. :

Pause here and worship Him who is s0 worthy of worship.

/O/—
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or search out the judgments based on God's wisdom and knowledge, be-
cause His ways are past our finding out (Romans 11:33).

2. The unseen things of God have been revealed to chosen men. To
read "God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit" is to witness a miracle
of grace (I Corinthians 2:10). He chose what to reveal, when to reveal it,
and to whom to reveal it. Thus our Bible came
over a period of about fifteen hundred years,
written by scores of different persons. Yet the
message is always consistent because the one
God spoke through each writer.

3. The unseen things of God have been
given through Spirit-taught words: "not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth” (I
Corinthians 2:13). That means the very words of the Bible are God's
words. Finite humans wrote the words, but only as "they were moved by
the Holy Ghost" (Il Peter 1:21). The Bible is God's words expressed in

human language.

4. The Spirit-taught words are und .
believers in Jesus (I Corinthians 2:14-16). That explains why there are so

many opinions about the Bible and so many interpretations of its text. The
Holy Spirit joins spiritual truth to spiritual minds, but to no other. Ask your-
self, "How well do I understand the Bible?" That will tell you something
about the quality of your spiritual mind.
It is God's disclosure of what was formerly unknown. ; The
New Testament, particularly Paul's epistles, makes reference to a "mys-
tery." It does not refer to something which is so difficult to f:omprehend
that very few people know of it. It refers instead to something formgﬂy
unknown but now revealed in Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:26, 27; Ephesians
3:3, 4, 9). In a sense we could say that all of the Bible truth was formerly
unknown by carnal people but is now made known in the Holy Bible.

It is God's disclosure by a special revelation. God_ has re'vealed
himself in nature (Psalm 19:1), in visions (Genesis 15:1), in providence
(Isaiah 46.4), and especially in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1:1, .2; Jghn 1:14,
18). All of those revelations are recorded in the Bible. At tbls p01r}t we are
concerned with the truth revealed. In a section below we will consider how
that revealed truth was recorded without error. 2 .

It is God's di re which is preserved for a generi'ltlons.
What happen:ddclesrfzgrsi:s before was written in the Bible for our instruc-
tion (I Corinthians 10:11). Since the Word of God stands forever (Isaiah

0:8), all generations of mankind will have a witness to the truth from God
himself.

The Bible is the divinely revealed Word of God.

The Bible is the
supreme authority
for faith and
practice.

erstood only by spiritually minded
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shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it" (Deuteronomy 12:32).

There have been some who claim to have received later revelations
which add to God's revelations in the Bible. (I refer to books like The Book
of Mormon and Science and Health With a Key to the Scriptures, held
sacred by Mormons and Christian Scientists.) But all such revelations fall
far short of God's word in the Bible and are to be rejected (Isaiah 8:20).
The Bible is complete in its sixty-six books.

The Bible Is Inspired

A revelation has to do with God giving the truth to human minds; inspi-
ration has to do with the recording of that truth in human language. Inspi-
ration is the supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon chosen people,
with the result that their writing is the Word of God rather than their own
ideas or opinions.

Second Timothy 3:16 declares inspirat
Scripture is given by inspiration of God"
law, history, poetry, prophecy, biography, an
tally inspired. You can read at any place in the Bibl
1s the Word of God.

The theories of inspiration are many. (1) Natural inspiration holds that
t}_le writers were simply great men of literary genius. (2) Dictation inspira-
tion sees the writers as passive instruments through which God wrote. (3)
Partial inspiration sees some parts of the Bible inspired and other parts
Uninspired. (4) Plenary/verbal inspiration views the very words of the Bible
as God's words so there is unerring accuracy in every statement, even in
every word. The writers used the exact words which God approved for

them to use (Exodus 4:12; I Corinthians 2:13)-

ion for the whole Bible: "All
(Il Timothy 3:16). Sections of

d epistles are equally and to-
e and be assured that it

The Bible Is the standard '
he principle of Isaiah

It is the standard for doctrine. We follow t p oo
0 in estimating all religious teaching: "To thg {aw and to the testi
™Mony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no

ig}?t in them." All other books of religion and all religious ‘doct.rine_ are to
© judged by the teaching of the Bible. What agrees with the Bxb!e is true,
and what disagrees is untrue. The Bible is the standard for doctrine.

It is the standard for conduct. It is by hiding God's Word in the
kept from sin (Psalm 119:11).

cart (memorizin i n be
. g the Bible) that you ca : al
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— Doctrinal
Statement

sion of the Bible) is a very biblical doctrine. It is
important that we understand that teaching.
An understanding of the doctrine of Satan is
not just for an intellectual exercise or to satisfy
curiosity. We must not become enamored with
the doctrine, but we must be informed about it.
Unless we know our spiritual enemy, we will
not be strong in the spiritual warfare. That is
why this study is scheduled in a review of Bible
doctrine. It has a very practical application to

daily life.

The Evil Person
Is the devil really a person? A definite
answer is possible only from the Bible. Satan
deceives people concerning his very existence,
and apart from the Bible each is left to his per-
sonal opinion. What does the Bible say about
Satan?

The devil is referred to
books of the Old Testamen
the New Testament.
he were no
be concerned.

in seven different
t and in every book
of That would be
inexplainable if t a person with

whom we had to
Jesus spoke of the devil as a person. He said
that Satan is a liar and a murderer. He said
13




v

H !
€re's What we Believe

Sata
n bj
(Weedq .05 Pe
s) w ople with ¢
atan h €re gooq Physical infirmi , oW "
a : w infi atan &
o2 kingom, Ty, 125 been rlirmity. He e tareh et |
atthe “POKe {0 the oo SoUNds lik asol f
rom t?]w :1- Je devil, I, His tl e Jesus thought of Satane Wildemge ‘
: e B;j » Jesy emptation experiencé int
ceiy, ible S spok n experien ; pd
thatetdh ither \iach time, Jei to Satan three times, quoting %
him the evil js aas e Dlay-acL:'S was not dee |
Theaz V.Uay. real Person a]:dg.HHe knew ’
indjca Alnts of { e treated
e G
Sce hirnth'at the de?f']l have exper
|1 1e .
b:tbslieVerls emptatiOr’)S a reg| persr;CneS W}ECh
i an : = as the
Those ut ' Nnot ye Spiritual warf y
e wh e in Cogniz riare. [
g What Y histh ir heart ¢ 3atan'5 work n i 4
essj real; an 2 ta
SSing S eality are deCeilssgs them in sin. YéS Sa ~
2z his w’

2 . an
which 0 ™ind whicy ‘©? That 5
n
a: .D]ans ca havec Dlans his dat
txonS atctihpe Or; Q;eat
2 ew st

an has s en .5
, personality is Pr oV tio"”.
Wrathe(\gces (Il Corinthians 11:2/ mg Whldj
: imothy, 2eve'ati0n 12:17), and @ ¥ i f
: :26). He is morally resP® 065
ot an
eter
b t nG”y i . The
r e e > existent being- e
s "gon}? Y e;r?}ﬂs in Ezekiel 28-12’ gi5 wher® thﬁod '
i Y kin g L & e
e ’e"iredau thir?ésE:erthg)gt ;’s ;:rsfet 5 heasﬂ i
aliti nd jn,,; rea a %4
Colog an;t'es’ or p Nvisible, whetlie; they be throﬂ hirﬂ.
ody - Archy = 15 _ Olaue_rs: all things were created by t
f h Nel, gig o ongin ttlnc'udes the devil himself: et Z
i i O an e 1
nd 4 IS fa)) ICateg are t order of angels- ..q 9 7
ad\'er;qn is te;:n n sé}l.de tglat Sa ag rebuke Satan when diSPutT gof thﬂ
Slenirts »2) He still May have been the highes ffalle \
Gog i ruler over the domini®” |
Qth "S‘ d H degr ,e' emy feople- He iS' Ca”ed jestfoy'eit
h € is adin na’ empter, wicked one, © 5p‘rt
er mes which indicate N eV i
SOna] e 2 u afe
nemy, even if ¥° t0 f

be d5
n .

q © Other. A person who y'g'

e (' o€ Brip. W '
Q.. Prin er yin

onhthi‘_:';3 of thteoday? He is called the Z 5iaﬂ5

Sd.q ZO;’VQY of the air Po 105

s strong enoud

Baptist Missionary Association of America

and delay t

e of h uneaved (e 26,08, o 519). 11’ Srous 0 s g

th i s 26:18; [ John 5:19). It is seri :
e devil. We must have the help of our Lorcg. Rhons e -

The consim . His Evil Work
area and b;‘g\:‘;ﬂg desire of Satan is to thwart the plan of God in every
that evil work ry means. Note the Bible record of how he has attempted
He tem ; 2
tempting us ptt)e;i Christ to sin (Matthew 4:1-11). I can understand his
God! He of{e rLéi what audacity he showed in tempting the very Son of
Ment without teh to Jesus a demonic version of the benefits of the atone-
temptation wa e Sufferm.g of the cross. Jesus turned aside from it. That
temptatio s repeated in various ways several times after the wilderness
. te;(l\t’latthew 16:23; John 8:44; 13:27).
ceive the e{:is the nations of mankind. His great purpose is to de-
i Bpposiicn (;ns into believing that they can prosper well without God or
Present cultyr o Gf)d~ He has been quite successful in that attempt, as our
Prosperity the mdlf:ates. Even after one thousand years of great peace and
GOd (Revélat'e nations will listen to his lies and align themselves against
lies! ion 20:8). How tragic it is that people will believe the devil's
He bl
in .

Understanq (;s dthe minds of unbelievers. He does not want them to
salvation Satn respond to the gospel. When one hears the message of
, Satan comes immediately to take it away as the birds eat grain

Whic
2 fils upon the pathway.
ploys dempts believers to sin, accuse
AQainst t}:n ons to try to defeat them,
ong to Godem' He opposes them because h
by faith in Jesus Christ.

OWe
ber ang :;Z’ hsfatan.can be faced and defeate
chful, give no place to the devil, resist him after putting on the

WhOle

Use theagvnor of God, are informed of his devices, walk in the Spirit, and

and the Word of God, they can overcome him by the blood of the Lamb

Made e dOrc‘i of their testimony. No Christian can truly say, "The devil
0 it." He can overcome the devil because "greater is he that is

in
You
, than he that is in the world" (I John 4:4).

s and slanders them, em-
and incites persecution
e opposes God, and they be-

d. If believers in Jesus are SO~

Satan y; His Evil End

Our gre thll not be victorious in his war against God's people-

at defenses of the Christian assure that he will not be defeated.
is making con-

irst
» N0 one can condemn the believer for whom Christ
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The Depravit Aankin
pravity of Mank d
T Mankind is not as bad as it can be, but is as
bad off as it can be.
That is a summary of the doctrine of "total
depravity." Baptists are the only major denomi-
nation of Christianity which holds to a biblical
doctrine of the total depravity of the human
race. That doctrine magnifies the grace of God
in the salvation of sinners.
Our salvation is based solely on the redemp-

tive work of Jesus Christ and is available by
y merit whatever on

God's f without an
g by faith what God

our part. We only receive b iaif 8o
freely gives by grace. There is no merit I the

sinner which would recommend him 0 God.

The Meaning of Depravity
Many people reject the doctrine Qf deprawtlsi
because they misunderstand what it means.
does not mean that every one is as wicked as
he can be, will indulge in every sin, cannot
value good or do good things, has no con-
science or sense of moral values, or that an

"Although man was
Created in the image of
2.1G70d (Genesis 1:26;
17), he fell through sin
and that image was
Marred (Romans 5:1 23
unriames 3:9). In his
N é;er;era.t? state, he is
unde0 spiritual life, is
e r t.he influence of
e evil, and lacks any
f \?l/er.to save himself
1.12 €slans 1:1-3; John
*13). The sin nature has
eveeen transmitted to
un:y member of the
e gn race, the man
- hrist alone being
etg:ed (Romans 3:23;
: :2:22). Because of
Sin nature, man

Pos
an;eissszsssno (.jivine life  jnfant is born a sinner who s already €O
unchangeaﬁllltmlly and  demned to hell. No! ire nature of
Apart from d-y f’epraVed The doctrine means that the entire 2 toward
Oman Ivine grace  every person is weakened and Warb® ming to
lerem- §3:10-1 9; sin so that each one will sin upon €O L
b octrillah/ 17:9)." the age of spiritual responsibility- - ,?iato God
1l Statement  there is no desire in @ pE i t}?eci’)esporl s to

and no merit to claim when

God's call. cor in teaching these doc-

==l TheBibleisvery ¢
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Saved by God's Grace

"Salvation i
; on is the
r
B‘N%:lil?us work of God
undeeby I:ie delivers
o s_servmg sinners
(Mm and its results
: a.tthew 1:21;
. “Phesigng 2:8, 9)’In

] S ifi i

r

fghtieous all who put

0:1Christ as Savior

8ivin ans 3:20-22)
rOmg them freedo;n

Peac cor.ldemnation

full Else with God, am'i

SUrance of futyre
glorifiCaﬁOn

(
oMans 3:24.2¢) 1

"Sillv .
a .
Who| tion is based

God ay on the grace of
(Tituspart from works
2:9). A::S; Ephesians
exepe:.) M€ Who will

erej
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Warg ¢ reépentance

the od and faith e

Oor
will pesus Christ

€ saved

we speak of being
"to be rescued or

preserved from harm or danger; to make or
keep safe.” We might say the firemen saved
an infant from a burning house" and mean that
or danger-

they rescued the child from harm ©
We might say the seatbelt in a car s :
ry" and mean that it

passenger from critical inju
kept the passenger from 2
In the religious realm. {0 be saved means to
be rescued or preserved fro .
to make or keep safe," just as it means in the
secular realm. However i

meaning that the
one is rescued or
death and eternal judgm
impenitent sinners- :

Saved is a great Bible word. It 1e5
Kin es Version ;
180%#22;. with the meaning "to rescué or p're
serve.” That does not" inc

What do we mean when
'saved"? To be saved means

preserved i
ont which comes u

in who

th g "except, a5
sa(e)em;al? mGgod?" (gsalm 18:31). More, fh‘f“
three dozen times God is called Sg}é’é‘ 5
The theme of salvation binds all the talments
gether, both the Old and the New Sof Lt
There are tWO concepts of the aed o
tion. (1) Some hold that we efsa Jrace of
deeds of merit plus an addition © e e
God. (2) Others say we aré save o et us

t from human .
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(Acts 19:1-9),
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Here's What We Believe

of the nation and its
leaders (Romans 13:1-
7; 1 Peter 2:1 3,17;1
Timothy 2:1, 2). They
should vote, hold
office, and exercise
influence to direct the
nation after the
principles of Holy
Scripture."

"Civil authority is not
to interfere in matters
of conscience or
disturb the institutions
of religion (Acts 4:18-
20), but it should
Preserve for every
citizen the free
exercise of his religious
convictions."

"Churches should
receive no subsidy
from the government,
but they should be
exempt from taxation
on property and money
used for the common
good through worship,
education, or
benevolence."
—Doctrinal Statement

s. God

word
self a "god," when Paul wrote these overn-

instituted government. To submit t0 8
ment is to submit to God.

God intends government to hould pray
order in society. That is why we s! (1 Timo”
for all who are in positions of ?Uth.ontcy)r der, the
thy 2:1-4). As government maintains S
citizens can live quietly and peaCele can be
gospel can be preached, and peopacred pur-
saved. There is both a civil and a Sment-
pose in maintaining a stable goverrlmeS wohic
the missionaries who serve in .coun ort that an
are politically unstable. Each will rsﬁcwe 1o the
orderly society is much more con I

ospel ministry. . insti-
; (IEJod placed great authority lg:::sis :
tution of human government. - nction ©
establishes capital punishment as aaks |
government. Romans 13:4 spe  Lans B
"sword," using a term which jc e,
executioner's sword. God gave go " d punis
the authority to enforce obedience awho harm
disobedience on the part of those .
the welfare of society. 4 sped
It is surprising to hear Roman’:’; hles',imister
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of God to thee for good." That teiher Chris”
ter" is used of Jesus, the apostles, 0 e who
tians, and even of you. A minister 1S il
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him. Since the officer of governmenj i ol
the will of God by maintaining an or ; There:
ety, he is the servant (minister) of Go + et
fore, respect the officials of your gov
whatever their political party.

Citizens and Government i
Citizens are to pray for good ge than
ment (| Timothy 2:1, 2). This is mOdeUde
saying, "God, bless our nation.' ,It is tl(') ations
the whole scope of praying: "supp lChankS'”
Prayers, intercessions, and giving of t

ern”
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; the
government who will be good stewards. Because someone else misses
will of God, I have no excuse to disobey Him also. o same

Jesus put the "render unto Caesar" and "render unto God" in the

as
sentence. [ am as much obligated to meet the requirement to pay taxes
[ am to give to the work of God.

Citizens are to have a higher allegiance to God than to huma?
government. There may be occasions when officers of governme d in
rebel against God and try to require a Christian citizen to disobey G{) ays
order to obey the government. In such a case the Christian mus.t a Ww
have supreme allegiance to God. Like certain of the first Christian®:
might have to say to officials, "Whether it be right in the sight e put
hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ve. For we CannOt"We
speak the things which we have seen and heard" (Acts 4:19. 20
ought to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). jstian

Christian disobedience should be for religious convictions. The Chri
is not to engage in riots or other forms of breaking the law by violencé,

should simply walk with the Lord in a calm spirit and let the occasion
testimony to his faith in Jesus Christ.

Church and Government _ does
Did you know that the constitution of the United States of America =~
not speak of a "separation of church and state"? It limits the leg‘s‘attuus
against passing any laws which would favor one religion over anOthe_r' ure
establishing a formal state-sponsored church. It restricts the 199‘S!at o)
against passing any laws which would infringe upon the free exercise t
religion by each citizen. But it does not say there should be no interchand
between church and state. e-
The state needs the input of the church. The church needs to keel re'
minding the citizenry and its rulers of the ethical/moral principles “ rss
vealed religion. It should be the conscience of a nation, calling aware”®
to abuses and seeking their correction. Our founding fathers never thous
of a strictly secular government, as is being promoted today. he
The church and state are separate institutions. Each is to respect t. 5
areas and ministries of the other. recognizing the contribution each make
to society. But neither is to interfere in the ordinary affairs of the Otherh 5
Church and state can contribute each to the strength of the other T h
church can support the state by prayer. The state can support the chur¢
by protection. But the church is to receive no subsidy from the state. ar
the state is to set no requirement on the church. The church should be‘
{reed o o on property used for worship. education. or benevo
ence. Such use contributes to the welfare of society and the strength ©

the state. Since the good done reflects back upon the state. it loses nothing
48
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tlon_ among professed people of God (Matthew 24:12), and many deceiv-
ers 11;11 the f{eld of religion (Matthew 24:5, 24-27: 1l Tir’nothy 3:13).
elaﬁore\rel ?\:ngzbelg movement tou{ard an apostate one-world church (Rev-
S the. W(,) 5 ) I\zt the same time there is a great evangelistic harvest
T nrg t(heat:l;g\f 24f:14). A witness to His return is a spiritual
10:25; Luke 21:28). £ B LS,
Do not try to set events which mu i
before the Lord can appear. That \f/gmnzzl;z
'the xfepeated Bible statement that His return is
1mmmgnt, even at the door. There is no proph-
ecy \lavhlch must be fulfilled before His return that
m(i)uhctl keep Il;llm from coming this minute if He so chose. Live as if He
ght come before you sleep tonight or before you awake in the morning:

B ;
He as the servant who looks for his master. Be ready at the instant in which
e may return, whenever it may be.

Jesus is coming

to earth again.

. t]hesus Wll! Return to Conclude the Age
. comee\'?"l?lat ought of time in two divisions: the present age and the ag€
ARy .us Th:gree ttuor r::orfnj was t(? them the age of the Messiah. It is the
Oth]:l: age called the dayoof f}ilest\Z:rlll.e e
. dllil %‘::12'19 Wllll_fbe auc.lible.. A trumpet blast will announce His arrival-
e her;y‘ or 1—;‘t up His voice that it might be heard in the streets when
et e 2?1 is mcarpate ministry (Isaiah 42:2). But a trumpet blast
i med e wqud will announce His return. The only time the Bible
g zsel;st tl:fted 1&113 His voice was when He commended His spirit
T e on the cross (Luke 23:46). But everyone will hear
i g:rhggsezhall come, and shall not keep silence . . . . He shall call
ebole Gathes from qbove, and to the earth, that he may judge his
couena'nt withr mybsamts.t.ogether unto me; those that have made @
o ged Y SaCflflcg. And the heavens shall declare his righ”

T corﬁin w'ﬁbls judge himself" (Psalm 50:3-6).
S vy o S\}N . t11 e personal. It is “the Lord himself" who shall descend
Sk Spud a shout (I Thessalonians 4:16). The very same Jesus who
e (Actseii-vf{l at Hls.as?'ension will descend from heaven at His
myself" (Joh 14- )- He said, "I will come again, and receive you unto

i cominn . l:3). How.much He must love us!
appearing (Mgtt\:\” b;4glonous. "Power and great glory" shall attend His
Gl ew 24:30). Why would it be otherwise? He will appear as
o an when He came before. We cannot imagine the glory that

__—-A
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30). His command to us is, "Occupy till I come" (Luke 19:13). We must
be busy.

We must walk and be bold because Jesus is coming. JOh}"
wrote of our amazement at the love of God that He would make us His
sons and call us by that title. He said it contained a hope beyond this world,
which included being like Him when He shall appear. Then he wrote,
"Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he 1S
pure" (I John 3:3). Purity of life is directly related to our hope of the return
of Jesus. "The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thessalonians 5:23). :

We must wait and be patient because Jesus is coming. The
anticipation might tend to make us impatient. But God commands patience
in the light of the soon return of the Lord Jesus (James 5:7, 8). The C_er_
tainty of His coming is an incentive to our waiting, working, and watching
with a calm spirit. He will certainly appear one day.

"It may be at morn, when the day is awaking,/ When sunlight thro’ dark-
ness and shadow is breaking,/ That Jesus will come in the fulness ©
glory,/ To receive from the world His own . . . ./While hosts cry hosa‘nna,
from heaven descending,/ With glorified saints and the angels attendmg{

With grace on His brow, like a halo of glory,/Will Jesus receive His own
(H. L. Turner).

~@—

What is the second coming of Jesus?

Why is it a theme in the Bible?

How has the doctrine been abused?

What does the Old Testament say of it?

Why do we believe He could come at any time?
Why will His coming conclude this present age?
How can you live so as to be ready for His coming?
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in the air. He will appear in the air, and the saints will be resurrected/trans-
lated and caught up to meet Him there. The Bible says He will "judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom" (Il Timothy 4:1).
"The Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels;

and then he shall reward every man according to his works" (Matthew
16:27). One of the first things that will happen

upon the return of the Lord is for the saints to
stand before His judgment seat to be rewarded.
That judgment will take place while the saints .
are in the air with Jesus (a period of about seven f‘:lce God in
years between the events recorded in I ludgme“t-
Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and Revelation 20:1-4).
When they come to the earth with their Lord, it

will be to reign with Him a thousand years in His millennial kingdom (Rev-
elation 20:4). Their judgment will determine their place in His government.
Who will be judged there? The saints of God will appear before th.€
judgment seat of Christ. Paul speaks of "we" and "us" in discussing this
judgment in Romans 14. Believers are included in that pronoun, but not
unbelievers. They are "the rest of the dead" who do not live (are not raised
from death) until after the saints have ruled with Christ for a thousand years
(Revelation 20:4, 5). Second Corinthians 5:1-10 discusses the Christian
hope at death and the judgment. Paul speaks of our desiring to go to be
the Lord and our confidence in being absent from the body and present
with the Lord. He concludes the discussion with these words: "We must
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may re:
ceive the things done in his body, . . .whether it be good or bad" (Il
Corinthians 5:10). It is evident that the same persons who will be absent
from the body and present with the Lord are those who will appear before
the judgment seat of Christ. Yes, this is the judgment of the saved.
What is the purpose of this judgment? It is not a judgment to de-
termine who is saved and who is lost. That is determined by one's relation-
ship to Jesus in this world. This is a judgment of works for the purpose of
rewards, and salvation is not a reward for good works (Ephesians 2:8, 9).
This judgment will bring believers into complete unity with Christ and
one another. That is when we are made to "see eye to eye" (Isaiah 52:8).
Rewards for faithful service will be conferred at the judgment seat of
Christ. "Verily there is a reward for the righteous" (Psalm 58:11). Jesus

said He was coming to reward everyone according to his works (Revelation
22:12). One of the aspects of that reward will be the place assigned each

saint in the millennial kingdom of Christ. Jesus spoke of one having one
scope of authority and another having a larger scope (Luke 19:11-28).
Each will be rewarded according to his labor for the Lord. Paul wrote, "If
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. ed
on earth. Here we have a prosecution and a defense. Evidence is Prezz?:les
and witnesses are examined. The case is argued back and forth. Sir]:]e areot
justice prevails, and sometimes the courts err. But the evidence at i
white throne judgment will be indisputable. There will be no argu
Evidence will be presented and the verdict will be given. her God

Who will be the judge there? Deity will be the judge, whet E aven
the Father or God the Son. That is evidenced in the statement that he

How-
and earth fled away from the face of Him who sat upon the throne.
ever, the Bible is more specific.

Acts 17:31 states that God has
judge the world in righteousness
whereof he hath given assurance
him from the dead." Whom has G

His only begotten Son. Therefo
to judge sinners,

Who will be judged there? If the saints have been before thesju:r?
ment seat of Christ before they reign with Him for a thousand year ;arld’
if the rest of the dead (the sinners) were not raised until after the Fhorhrone
year reign, it must be the sinners who appear before the great white o
judgment. Note that there is no word of approval or rewards at tha { are
ment. It is rather a judgment where condemnation and punishmer
paramount. Yes, this is a judgment of the doomed. .dence

What evidence shall be presented there? One part of the eV!
will be the accusations of a guilty human conscience. Remember

ht
Herod, because of his guilt over having John the Baptist killed, thoUS
Jesus was Joh

: tha
n, risen from dead (Matthew 14:1, 2). Many .bellef’tfen in
everything you ever thought, felt, heard, saw, desired, or did is &4 merm”
your subconscious mind, ready to be brought to the surface in vivid ¢
brance.

. . nOte
The divine remembrance will be a part of the evidence. God ta}( - s it
of His people. A record of the doings of each is written before Hlm:nnel’s
identifies those who are saints, so it identifies those who are Si

(Malachi 3:16). That record must be Present at the great white thron® 4
ment.

. ill
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by that man whom he hath ordai b
unto all men, in that he hath r(;n'ist»
od raised from the dead? Jesus Chrone
re, Jesus will be the Judge upon the t

uthe
There will be books of divine records. Revelation 20:12 speaks ot
books" being opened wi

ords
thout identifying them. They may be the ger
of daily conduct, or they
they will testify against
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we will be joined with them in the presence of our Lord (Il Samuel 12 :18-23)-
Those of our loved ones in the Spirit—saints of all ages and locations aln
situations—wiill be there to share our fellowship (Matthew 8:11). Whatag ﬁe
reunion that will be! Imagine talking with Moses, Abraham, Isaiah, John t
Baptist, and especially with Jesus. Glory! Only
Heaven is the realization of the ultimate goal of our redemption. 4
then will we enter the fullness of the eternal life which we already Posses_
by faith in Jesus. We will know God more and more perfectly, never =
- We will enjoy endless development as we kefe ]2
learning of Him and enjoying fellowship with one another. Thank God f0
salvation in Jesus which makes heaven our home. d
How is heaven described in the Bible? It is a tabernacle where Go-s
is worshiped (Revelation 21:1-8). 1t is a city where God dwells with H}s
people (Revelation 21:9-27). ltis a garden where God fellowships with I!

people and they serve Him (Revelation 22:1-5). Worship, companionshiP:
and fellowship will al] be enjoyed at the same time in the tabernacle of Go%
the city of God, and the garden of

: God.
Come on. Let's all 80 to heaven by faith in Jesus.

Hell, Destiny of the Doomed

4 .
Many people admit the reality of heaven but deny the existence of hel
Yet, Jesus spoke mor

l ¢ of hell than He did of heaven. Be warned. Hell
real.

ing pangs like burning in a firé

. Mark
eath never comes (Matthew 10:28}{2/1141’19

book of life will be in hell (Revelation 20:15)

[ would not want to be in a crowd like that for a little while, would YO
I certainly would not want to be in a crowd like that for eternity. I'm g His
have assurance that I am going to heaven to be with the Lord an
redeemed children,
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the body as well as the anguish felt in the spirit. There is no experience on
earth to come close to the distress endured by those who reject Christ and
go to hell. Be warned. Be warned! :
Hell can be escaped. But the only escape is to receive Jesus Christ.
Those who trust Him are delivered from condemnation of sin and set free
(Romans 5:1; 8:1). To be in Christ is not to be condemned, but to be out

of Christ is to be condemned already (John 3:36). Where are you?
God has set before

to heaven and the way

. Why do we refer to h
. What is heaven like?
. How can you be sure you are going to heaven?
- What kind of a place is hell?

. Who will be in hell?

. How would you compare/contrast heaven and hell?
. What kind of suffering is endured in hell?
- What is the escape from hell?

: Il;l(?]\g can you get your loved ones tq Prepare for heaven and escap®
ell?

eaven but not tohell as "home"?

OONOUTR WN -

—t
o

- How will you put this doctrine into practice this week?
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