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PREraAcCE

In this treatise it is not the writer’s intention to
unchristianize anyone. While he believes there are
some churches whose preaching is entirely foreign to
the plan of salvation, yet there are others though un-
seriptural in origin and church policy, which preach
the plan of salvation. The writer rejoices to believe that
there are many saved people in the latter class of
churches. While not questioning their salvation, the
writer believes their church relationship and baptism

to be unscriptural.

Missionary Baptists are often misrepresented in their
preaching. They are often accused of teaching that
no one but Baptists are saved. On the contrary they
have ever been those who championed the cause of
salvation apart from church membership, baptism,
or other human works and merits. One night the
writer preached for an hour on the subject, “Is Bap-

tism Essential to Salvation?” He showed that salvation
was wholly by grace, and not dependent on baptism
t out from that service

or other works. One man wen
and accused him of preaching that no one but Baptists
would be saved. Those who thus misrepresent Baptists
do so wilfully or they are certainly lacking 1n compre-
hension, or have been misinformed. We do not believe

other religious bodies to be Scriptural churches, but
do contend for the salvation of all their people who
d have believed in Jesus

have repented toward God an

Christ.

In putting forth this work the purpose is to seek to
awaken the minds of people to search the Scriptures
and think upon matters that the vast maJorlty accept
without thought or reason. Reader, if you are a
Methodist, you should have some good reason for
being one. That reason should be based upon the Word
of God and not personal desires or relationship. .If the
Methodist doctrine and practice cannot be justified by
the Bible you should pe willing to sever your relation-
ship with such a body. The same thing is true in
application to the Presbyterians, Nazarenes, Baptists,
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We are living in an age of loose thinking along
Scriptural lines. There is much sickly sentimentalism
and very little conviction. Few people act from con-
Vvictions founded upon the Word of God. The vast ma-
Jority are moved by personal feelings and popular
opinions. They think more about how their actions will
be considered by their kindred and acquaintances than
as to how they will be judged by the Lord. I have
known many to attach themselves to a certain church,
not because they are convinced by the Bible that they
should do so, but because it happens to be more popular
In that locality to belong to that particular church.
Again, I have known of husbands to be urged to join
a certain church just because their wives belonged to
that church, and the other way around. Business and
professional men will attach themselves to those
churches which they think will enhance their business.
On one occasion this writer was preaching on the sub-
Ject of baptism. A doctor who was present and who
Was supposed to be a Baptist turned his face toward
the back of the house in disapproval. He was afraid
that some of his patrons would take offense. Is such
service as this acceptable in the Lord’s sight? Are we
to please God or men in our religious actions? The
Apostle Paul wrote “If I yet pleased men, I should not
be the servant of Christ,” Gal. 1:10. Are not such as
are doing what men would have them do making use of
a religious form to promote their own interests?

hose who follow their own desires, rather than
God’s Word, justify their actions by saying that one
church is as good as another. Many put forth this
statement as tBOLxg}l it settled the question forever and
that there was no need of going into a Scriptural in-
vestigation of the comparative merits and demerits of
different religious bodies. Such a statement may
satisfy those who do not think upon these matters but
it will not stand the light of the truth. But many who
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Did Jesus tell us to baptize the candidate in any
way he desired to be baptized, or did He tell us to
teach them to observe all things whatsoever He had
commanded? Which church is carrying out His will,
the one that teaches believers to observe things as He
has commanded or the one that teaches that you may
do things your own way? Which is seeking to please
God and which is seeking to please men? Is the
Preacher who is required by his church to have baptism
administered in a way he deems unscriptural any less
guilty than he would have been had he done the work
himself? If I get some other man to steal for me am
I not guilty, myself?

When I was living in Plumerville, Arkansas, thgre
€ame an evangelist to that town who held a meeting
for the Methodists. He publicly stated that he had
Immersed many people, but that he did not believe in
Immersion. Did he not then sin in the act? “What-
Soever is not of faith is sin,” Romans 14:23. Was he
hot also guilty of hypocrisy? In the pulpit he said he
did not believe that Christ commanded immersion. In
the creek he lifts up his hand toward heaven and says
he is performing that act in the name of the Holy
Trinity. Is such a preacher and such a church that per-
mits and endorses such action, as good as those who
Tefuse to baptize only in the way God commands? Let
Us examine the Word of God on this line.

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
Commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whoso-
€ver shall do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 5:19.

This verse of Scripture implies that just such men
a5 mentioned above would come and teach men to

reak the commandments of Christ. They shall be
Called the Jeast in the kingdom of heaven. Those who
keep and teach them would be called the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. The Missionary Baptist will
teach and accept nothing but immersu')n., and that.by
Proper administration. Some who administer only im-
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some things that men err on that will not affect their
salvation, but if not their salvation it will most cer-
tainly affect their rewards in the world to come. Not
everything about the human body is necessary to life,
but everything is necessary to well-being. I could live
Without either hands or feet, but both hands and feet
are necessary to my well-being. There are some truths
that are essential to salvation just as there are some
organs in the human body that are essential to life.
Then there are other things, while not essential to
Spiritual life, are essential to our spiritual progress.

NON-ESSENTIALS

Today we hear a lot about things that are non-
eéssential. Men excuse themselves for ignoring certain
things on the ground that they think those things
are non-essential. A certain Pedo-Baptist once said to
a Missionary Baptist that the more spiritual he be-
came the less attention he paid to non-essentials like
baptism and the Lord's Supper. The Baptist preacher
asked him how spiritual a man had to become before
It was not a sin to refuse to keep a commandment of

hrist. This question still remains unanswered; Jesus
Said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments,” John
15:15. He"also said, “He that hath my commandments
and keepeth them, he 1t is that loveth me,” John 14:21.

hat right then has a man to claim to love Christ and
en deliberately refuse to heed what He has com-
Manded? How can such claim to be spiritual? _
€ Would like to know on what grounds any doctrine
O precept in the Word of God can be called a non-
Essential. Some things are not essential to salvation,
ut they are essential to the purpose for which they
were given, Baptism, while not essential to salvation,
'S an essential monument in the preserving of the doc-
trine of the resurrection, which doctrine is essential
to Salvation. The same is true of the Lord’s Supper.
There Is no saving virtue in the Lord’s supper so far
28 the one ig concerned who is eating the supper, but it
elps to preserve the truth of Christ’s death for sin-
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ner : . oved to be
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tion on our part. When God commanded Noah to make
€ ark, He gave him complete instructions how to
make it. He told him what kind of wood to use, how
long, how wide and how high it should be. Nothing
Was left to human ingenuity or fancy. When .Gocll told
oah to yge gopher wood, that did not permit him to
use some other kind. We read that Noah did according
to ALL that God had commanded him. There is no
>o0m here for the non-essentialist. (See Gen. 6:14 to
22). The Same thing was true when He had Moses to
Construct the tabernacle: “For, see, saith he, that thou
Make ALL things according to the pattern shewed to
e In the mount,” Heb. 8:5. This same principle was
Mvolved when Jesus gave the great commission. He
coimanded His church to teach them to observe “ALL
1N8s Whatsoever I have commanded you,” Matt. 28:20.
€ are under as much obligation to do all things as
the Lord has commanded as was Noah or Moses. We
Must builq according to the pattern He gave us. What
would we think of a tailor, when asked to make a
0Zen suits of clothes according to a certain pattern,
Would to suit his own convenience, make them from
Patterns of pjg own choosing. He would most certainly
orfeit hig claim for pay for his work. So those who
choose o change the pattern and build according to
the Jotions and desires of men rather than the Word
of God forefit their right to rewards for their work.
.+ conclusion of this part of this treatise, the writer
Wishes 1o cal] attention to the example of King Saul
ad Davyid, Saul changed the Lord’s command concern-
N8 Amalek and lost his kingdom. David committed
adultery it Uriah’s wife and later took her for his
oWn, yat he did not lose his kingdom. In the sight of
Gog { € sin of Saul was the greater. (If the reader
doubtg that one sin is greater than another, let him
;‘ﬁad John 19:11). Saul was commanded to destroy all
€ cattle, sheep and people. He destroyed all the
f}fople but the king, and all the cattle and sheep but
© best., He thus changed the commandment of God.
r thys doing he lost his kingdom. David’s sin was
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. ht
much greater in the eyes of men, but, while it bsr:?{gim
upon him the chastening of God, it did not cau world
to lose his kingdom. In the eyes of the 1‘ehglou$d com-
1t is tommendable to condemn such sins as Davtlions o
Mitted, but Very unpopular to condemn the ac nts of
t}‘lose who, like Saul. change the Commaydmlfecause
God. Say] changed the commandment of God (see¢

e feared the people, and obeyed their VOlcginne .
am. 15:24). “Saul said to Samuel, I have Lord,
for T have transgressed the commandment of thebeyed
and thy words. because I feared the people, and 01
their vojce.» Is this not exactly what the mafees to
Who, for the sake of pleasing the people, agr bap-
baptize in any way the people may want to beause5
tized? 1s jt not the fear of the people that C*ning
$Ome preachers tq keep their mouths shut concel that
€ SIns of thoge who preach and practice things the
_te Hot according to the Word of God? We venwrle 9
Prediction that if some preachers who are borotest
aggiounce the modernist would also raise a pcalled
noamst those whg change the Word of God on s0-

2 . 0
mol?cessentlals, these same preachers would soon
of their Popularity,

CHURCH A oDy OR

U LOCAL B

NIVERSAT, AFFAIR COMPOSED OF ALL
E REDEEMED EVERYWHERE?

e
the th‘l"zlorl‘d church ig thought by many to include ag
the fa‘mil n of God everywhere. All the saved are 1
of C:rist.y OfeC;‘rgd_, but not in 5 church, or the1 chu}l;f’l, ien

€nsa s < 18 no such i “The Churc
Senm Of gfs;nd“di’ﬁg all Ct}?;g%ia%fs, geau believegf
docty;y Of baprge faith and order. A church is an t%e

e;?f fellzoed b_elievers joined together 1n o
there "y ~nd beyonﬁ'sblp of the gospel. The term d%g
L e the local body. In the beginning
Spran, “r¢h, the church at Jerusa c
Theg Galati§ Ub other churches at AnthheI:

3 ChUrche’ 8 Ephesus and various ot

S, OWever, were all patternée
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after the first church which was at Jerusalem. After
aul was saved we read: “Then had the churches
(Plural) rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and
amaria,” Aects 9:31, We see from this that there came
to be many churches,

Not only do we read of churches (plural), but we
fead in varjoys places where the whole church was
8athereq together. “Then it pleased the apostles and
elders, it} the WHOLE CHURCH, to send chos;‘en
men of thejr company to Antioch,” Acts 15:22. 1f
therefore the WHOLE CHURCH be come together in
one place,” ete, I Cor. 14:23. From these passages of

Cripture we gee that the term “church” is not ex-
tendeq beyond the group that can be assembled to-
gether, i

The bassage in Ephesians 5:23 is often quoted to
Brove the universal idea. “The husband is the head of
1hg Wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.” If
IS teaches that there is one big universal church
Whlch Is composed of all the smaller or local churches,

€N 1t teaches that there is a big universal wife who is
COmposed of all the wives everywhere. If all those

Urches throyghoyt Judea, Galilee, Samaria and else-
- fre made one great universal church, then Jo_nes
5 e, Brown’g wife, Smith’s wife and all the other wives
60 1o make Up one great wife. Paul simply meant that
hrist Was head of the church at Ephesus, even as a
Na'n was head of his wife. So is Christ the head of all
ew Testament Churches. .

€urch has two kinds of officers; bishops and
n acons, The bishop in the New Testament sense was
thothmg but a pastor. Paul gives the qualifications for
edeS? In I Tim, 31 to 15. When the apostle had finish-
by SVing the qualifications of those officers he closed
CoYing, “Thege things write I unto thee, hoping to
m;ne unto thee shortly; but if I tarry long, that tl_lqtl
they}fSt know how thou oughtest to believe thyself lc;]
the pi1-5€ of God, which is the church of the living G{))l ’
bog Pillar apng ground of the truth.” Only a local, visi he

Y 8S pastors and deacons. Thus we see that the
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. s
terdm “church” is applied to a local body of gfher‘r/lfs’
and not to all the redeemed everywhere. q gastol‘s'

have an organized body to have deacons an

Again, it is the local bo}dy that contends for the tr%’f;;

Many of the redeermed teach things that are Contreo_

to the truth. We must have an organized body of pt .

ple agreeing in what they believe to uphold the truh”
The Greek word which has been rendered “churc d

3 13 s ”» - 1 r
1s “ekklesia. According to Greek lexicons thecgl(ljed

means an accermhlcr Ao ae e eSS
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Is o
ano‘g:if %ld there are deputies; let them implead one
Mattoys. itutllf Y€ Inquire anything concerning other
SEMBLy - shall be determined in a LAWFUL AS-
i o th('I;hg word for assembly here is ekklesia,
This el ,a“ 1s translated church in other places.)
The ot S\xgls ‘1‘19‘5 a lawful, but an illegal assembly.
tion for i said, }/\/e are in danger to be called in ques-
us day’s uproar, there being no cause where

y We n .
. nay gjy .
thig he mfmgl?,,aﬂ account of this concourse.” After
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UTE
WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO CON%TIT
A SCRIPTURAL CHURCH?

had
have
First, a Scriptural church or assembly n;:fetm. Many
its origin from the first church at Jeﬁujr origin fron;
ignorantly think that all churches had t ehurch was a
the Roman Catholic Church. The first cstablished n
Jerusalem, Many other churches were e before 'th‘i
udea, Samaria Galilee and other Placesd that firs
church at Rome came into existencev_in The Roman
church at Rome was not a Catholic chLlle .r some cen-
Catholic Hierarchy was not developed I?Iis church to
turies. Since Jesus promised to be with | a perpetud
the end of the world, that church has hac lory in theé
existence to thig time. “Unto him bel gq((;éé, world
church by Christ Jesus throughout al Lord went
Without end,” Eph. 3.9]. Soon after our s scattere
ack to heaven the church at Jerusalem ‘Vlf‘e scattere
Y a great persecution. The disciples ;V.e s the Word.
abroad everywhere and they went preac ?l?bs arose a'
From these scattered disciples new ChLl}C]f until they
over the country. They continued to spreac L iy
reacheq g1 Europe and from Europe to Am

ted

startec

Since the apostolic times many men ~ha\i§)day G

CW religioyg movements and those bodies find in

Claiming "~y be Seriptural churches, We can except

story thig side of Christ where all Churchesen that

the aptist chyrel started, and the Very,mh dates
Starteq 'ty elow we give a partial list of the

% . men
N differen churches were started, and the
that Starteq em

L -
did poatholic ty Constantine in A.D. 325. The pol
o Ot clajm Univergy] authority until 606. 1530,
The Luthey urch, by Martin Luther in 1535.
Th ‘I‘e.b?bytel- Church, by John Calvin an (
The MegpoPal Church by Henry VIIT in 1540.
€ Freq \oist, by John Wesley in 1729.
The oo Will B -

: ; in 1784
aptist by Benjamin Randall in
amph.. ) j
and othee, pbelhte

. bel
In 1897 urch, by" Alexander Camp
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The Hardshe]jg, by Daniel Parker in 1830.
1€ Nazarene Church, by S. F. Bresee in 1885.

he Missionary Baptist Churches are the only

Chm.‘ches that have not had their origin this side of
hrigt, Dr. Ype;

Pelg and Rev, Dermott, who were appoint-
%d by the king of Holland to prepare a history of the

'med church haq the following to say about
tists:

B have noy, seen that the Baptists, who were
'Mer]y called Ana-baptists.
€Nnonj

and in the latter times
ha ltes, were the original Waldenses, and who
7, . % & 2
ve IOHI{, In the history of the church, received the
10ngy 0 RICT

istg IGIN. On this account, the Bap-

muf-ma’ be considered as the only Christian com-
1Ly whie 135 stood since the days of the apostles.
€Xander

ays. e ampbell, in hijs debate with McCalla
sentiymeFl'O the “apestleg to the

present time, the

haye h s of aptists, and their practice of baptlsm
Oty La continual chain of advocates, and public
Prody, eln’t’s - Lheir existence in every century can be

" v ( ampbell-Mc(Calla Debate; P. 378).
ofssoco.nd) & church ¢

Cript iy .0 be Scriptural must be made up
Actg h {ral Subjects, We find in the second chapter of
Steadfastl 18y are baptized believers, who continued
h € apostles’ doctrine and fellowsh1p.
; ang . that g adly received his word were bap-
ahoy t the samg day there were added unto them
thl“ee OUsand oy

trip g €y con 1Nued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-
Yers » °Wship, anq in the breaking of bread ang
Frony 05" Actg 2:41-49.

Ste ; € Passage of Scripture we learn that
ggladl Oplcto. the ord’s Supper %re, first salvation
anRiny;, SCelving the worq) second, baptism; third,

nd. the &hln the apostles’ doctrine; fourth, fellowship;
;e} Lor.d S Subper. No one who has not been
Who jsb *aptized cq, come to the Lord’s supper. No
“The 1o thy hltlm the dpostles’ doctrine jg qualified to

Car that tch) €. Pay Wrote to the church at Corinth,

fre he divisiong among you: and I partly
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- ong yOU,
believe it. For there must be also heéesﬁzc?énm;nifest
o ek are approved may be made manites
among you. When ye come toget e supper.” I Cor.
blace, this is not ‘to eat the LondS nnot take the
11:18-20. If those in the same church ca hey why

Se e ong them, they de-
Subper when there are divisions am hose of other
should we he expected to eat with tho
hominations who differ from us?. hat proclaims
Third, A Scriptural church is one thaliving God,
and guards the truth. “The church,,Of ; i(flar is a sup-
the pillar ang ground of the truth.” A pt upholds the
port. The church then is something t‘l‘qa vgs needful
truth and defends it against error. “It h‘ t ye should
Or me to write unto you, and exhort you t Zs once de-
tarnestly contend for the faith which w Seriptural
livered unto the saints,” Jude 3. To be a faith. This
church, an assembly must contend for th% that does
eans that it must denounce error. The bo ysince the
not do this is not a New Testam_ent,,church' t conten
ord of God teaches “One baptism” it mus romising
oF one and only one. There must be no C.ompith those
With those who teach three. To fellowship g d woul
Who teach doctrines contrary to the Word of :rr of:
cagen or nullify oyr testimony agalnsth ¢ things
church that bractices three baptisms, or othe is most
at are unscriptural, in order to please men,
certainly not contending for the truth. I
ANy speak harshly of those who expose thle Paul
of others, and call them fighters. But the Apost ? Tim.
said of himself, «1 have fought a good fight,” I T
47 He 4 Monished Timothy to “reprove, rebuke, o
hort With a) 10ngsuffering and doctrine.” Those “e/el’l
> Prejudice; dq not know the difference betw 1d
€ and Conviction. There are those Who W?lueir
= nder a clogk of charity, fromhhaYll;g‘;Ords
€Xposed. The speak smooth, oi
i?tmgllsoeve{ o8 though 164 byidsf3 us close our mouth}i a;vg
cSachers ghroad religious poison. If I kn
SOmeone jg Seeking tg o g B ison food,
0es not re S0 give oy neighbor poiso t, but
quire me ¢ eep my mouth shut,

e
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fav‘gfr& r{]y nelghb_m} I would probably incur the.dis-
my dqut ¢ € one SVing out the poison food, but it is

e Y 1o warp My neighbor, nevertheless. So, when
i people. Preaching false doctrines, that would
Warp Minds o men, love bids me speak out and
I Corpelople about the Same. Love rejoices in the truth,
the oy, ~9:6. That subtle teaching that would forbid
from, Gpgzure of false doctrine, is from the pit and not

Not Og long since, a certain man asked me whyrfve did
Worl Constructive work, rathe_r t’han desrtluct‘lve
the 4. 1€ had reference to the writer’s book exposing
ti doc Tines of Campbellism. I told him it was some-

Meg ecessary to do some destructive work before we
“oulq do a work of construction. When a field has be-
fome 8YOWn up in briars, it is necessary to cut off and
destroy those briars, before that field can be cultivated.

ine. It will

; men, for
what it teaches. Throughout the Old Testament, we
find the prophets of God denouncing the errors of false
religion. The same ig true with the apostles and teach-
ers of New Testament tim i

es. It is also true of the real
churches of Christ today.

h is a peculiar church. “ye
OSen generation, g royal Priesthood, a holy
M, a peculiar people,” T Peter 2:9. We are not to
be like o €T people. We are to stand separate and apart
from ty ¢ Who do not teach and walk according };CO
the Worq od. When Israel wanted to be hligrteg
hem, and demanded a king, -thebg,u-st T itaL
direction. This choice on their gvitS’- So
Mately, carried them into Babylonian gﬁgle aroun
When churches desire to be like Otl};efgy%on. Last year
them, they are headed for religious Ba
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. . at
I was visiting in Kansas. I found, by }nqmrmcgc;u;}ly,
there was not a single Baptist church in that sed to
where T was visiting. Why had Baptists ceaBaptist
exist in that part of the country? The Nort:hemther de=
people had affiliated and compromised with o Tetely
nominations until they had become Co-mp;rinci—
swallowed up. Baptists must contend for their Iother
ples and their peculiarity of separation from [ways
denominations. But, thank God, there will g once
be some churches that will contend for the truth,

for all delivered unto the saints.

CAN DOCTRINES, WHICH ARE OPPOS?ED
TO EACH OTHER, BOTH BE RIGHT?

If one church is as good as another, then dOCt'lz(l)nle
which are opposed to one another, would all have s o
right. Can this be true? Does God forgive the Slrlome
some people before baptism, as Baptists andfsbap-
others teach, and the sins of others in the act 0 for-
tism, as Campbellites and others teach? If God 1o

: : X >y r to
glves sins before baptism, then it is not an er-fo(For
teach that they are not forgiven until baptism®_ -~
ull discussion of this subject see my book, “Tl}e Tr;he
of Ishmael.” If God forgives sins before baptism, ive
one who goes into the water expecting to recerry
Teémission of sing in that act, will most certainly n-s-
Teceive remission of sins at all. His faith has been mlc_
Placed. The same principle applies to all other d}o t
trines. There can only be one kind of churches tma‘
}f l‘lg}’lt. “There is Ona Faith, One Lord, and One Bag
dlSln_’. Eph. 4:5. € one faith means one system t

octrine. There ¢an no more be two or more Correce
?oslfgms of doctrineg than there can be two or 2
moreS.tk’lI"here cannot be more than one baptism a;;y
churc} dn.ther.e ¢an be more than one Lord. Seve t

uI;)LeeleS- ,d}:ffermg In doctrine from one another canno

and thrlg’ o It Lhre‘? men counted a flock of sheeps

By €Y counted pjpet -eight, ninety-nine, and on€

ndred, yeg - y-eight, ninety-nine, They
pectively, they could not all be right.

S e T
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might all he wrong, but they COULD not all be right.
Only ONE could be right.

So, a dozen or more churches, teaching doctrines
that differ, cannot all be right. On'ly ONE can be
R If Baptist churches are right, others are
Wrong, If Baptist churches are wrong, then some other
kind 7 ig right. Baptists, Presbyterians, Methodists,

ampbellites, and various others, cannot all be right.
It aptist churches are TRUE churches, then they are
15\1118 ONLY TRUE churches. If Baptist churches are

true churches, then other churches are incon-
Sistent  ip

receiving Baptist baptism. If Baptist
churches ap ; ;

- e true churches, then they are consistent
- rejecting the baptism of others. This much must be
Concedeq by other denominations.

All truth is narrow. Two and two make four and
ot six. Neither can we compromise the matter and
Mmake twq and two equal five. If a man proceeded
qbon this Principle in every day matters he would soon
nd himgelf in the greatest of confusion. If New Yc_>r}<
IS twelve hundred miles away, and some one says it’s
only ejght hundred miles away, it would be folly to
Ompromise ang say it is only a thousand miles away.

UbPose T proceed upon that theory and borrowed
$hough Mmoney to take me a thousand miles and back.

Would fing myself four hundred miles away from
hOlT.le‘when my money was spent on the return trip.

01t is with religious truth. It is narrow, like all other
truths. The world likes to speak of those who stand
“cady to fellowship anything and everything that
?Omes In the name of Christ as being broad. Those who
Fefuse to fellowship those whom they consider in error,
e worlq terms as narrow. In reply to this I refer you

€ Words of Christ in Matt. 7:13-14: “Broad is the
Way that leadeth to destruction, and many there be
Naprae. 50 1 thereat: because strait is the gate, and
drrow g the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
t}.]ere be t )
rlght to
ut at th

Which

hat find it.” Baptists accord to others the
read and interpret the Bible for themselves,
€ same time we consider it our duty to expose
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what we believe to be error in other§. To be c0n51st(iécl)‘1rfll
Wwe must refuse to exchange pulpits or holﬁ L’;EQFS
meetings with them or accept their baptism. Orong
believe themselves to be right and us to be w be-,
then, to be consistent they should expose what theyme.
lieve to be wrong and refuse to fellowship the siong
It is very inconsistent to say that a thing is wamé-
and then be willing to practice and support the s Jed.
If sprinkling is the baptism our Lord commanWill
then it is a sin to practice any other. Why then}.urch
some practice sprinkling and other forms? The ¢ 1ding
that does that stamps itself at once as not _conteri o
for the truth, and therefore being unscrlptm{ae-rror
substance it says “we believe in bpth tru@h and A
and will uphold both.” All who sprinkle will also e
tice immersion. This eliminates all bodies thal’rc1 spel' who
for baptism and leaves the field open to t Osa New
Practice immersion only, in our search forhundred
Testament Church. We do not have to go two tanding
years back to find the Missionary B'aptlsi‘;,s ese Wills,
alone for Immersion only. Campbellites, rhad ot
Advents, Christadelphians, and Hardshells

come into existence at that time.

IS ERROR AS GOOD AS TRUTH?

is to

To say that one church is as good as anOthegh:frch

say that error is ag good as truth, or that ol truth

teaches the truth, We read in Psalm 100:5, H153 that
endureth to ga]] generations.” We read in Jude 3,

the faith “Was once for all delivered to the sa}cl}ﬂl‘;;-g
(R. V.) This Greek word “hapax” means that a
is so done

as to never need to pe repeated. Is errore:§

8ood as truth in temporal things? I recently rtel’
wihere a boy pickeq up a torpedo from a candy Cour:éor—
thinking that it wag candy. He bit down on the ion
bedo and had hig mouth badly torn by the eXploSIOc;
¢ truth about the matter was that it was a torpe it
and not candy. The Oy was in error thinking that -
Was candy. The truth woyiq certainly have been more
profitable opn that occasjon. One time I came very
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ear giving one of my children carbolic acid thinking
1t wag Paregoric. The paregoric bottle and the carbolic
acid hottle were the same size and looked very much
alike, anq somehow had been placed on the same shelf.

Ortunately I smelled the carbolic acid in time to avo;d
Making 3 fat4] blunder. The boy mentioned above did
ot lose hig life, but was painfully injured. Some err
I spiritya] thing

Whi]

sel

S to their destruction, and others,

e not €rroring in things so vital, bring upon them-
ves g Spiritual loss.

0 seek to fellowship and uphold both truth and
€Iror woyulq e like teaching one boy that torpedo was
~ndy, ang teaching another the truth about it. Would
,tt be candy to gpe boy and a torpedo to another? Would
hat carbolic a¢iq have been paregoric to one child and
ah cadly poison 0 another? No sane person would

: 1Y not use the same judgment about
SPirityg)] matterg th i

will (l) or candy,
) 1 :
ab they

without warning him. Why,
. -1€Y censure t}
Ut spirity

10se who seek to warn people
al errors? It ig important to have the truth
" Emp(_)ral Matters, how much more important that
aboye Light in Spiritual matters! The boy mentioned
e hOnestly thought that the torpedo was candy.
2 onestly diq pot save him from being seriously
Spll‘ituai 0 people may honestly think they are right in
bEing o <Crs and yet lose their rewards or miss
h : aved, S

he was right when

of Christ, but he

eth 1€ Was a lost man. “There is a way that

the woo T80t unto 5 Mman, but the end thereof are
4Ys of deatp »

" Prov. 14:19.
}.]e Writer is

g not asking the reader to take his con-
try; Without thep, being duly weighed. He is only
it : ize that spiritual truths
€ and Positive, and that i ing i
In the we Of Chrigt ig not sufficj

ent. We are admonished
of God to examin

€ ourselves and to prove
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i ished to
ourselves, II Cor. 13:5. Again we are adn?or;;ls;’f Ao
“Be ready always to give an answer to every

is i vith
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you ¥
meekness and fear,” I Peter 3:15.

E
ARE THOSE WHO PREACH AND PRISAC'(I)'IFC
THINGS CONTRARY TO THE WOR AS
GOD AS PLEASING IN HIS SIGHTN
THOSE WHO ARE SCRIPTURAL I
DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE?

3 \Vith

Some people seem to think that God 1§ plescs)e;lnattel'
the preaching and worship of all Chufchgs’be so. then
what they may preach and practice. If t 1Sreachix,qg all
why would He not be pleased with {)m,'r pday 1 would
the different contradictory doctrlnes.d C% God to lose
preach that it is impossible for a chil lothat e aoald
his salvation. Tomorrow I would preac 1h that immer-
lose his salvation. One day I would preac Another time
sion of a believer is the only bapt1sglll.if administered
I would preach that baptism was goo 1 would preach
by sprinkling and pouring. One ayndent of baptism.
that we are saved before and indepe e are not saved
The next day I would preach that mere e . el
until baptized. I would preach that hat there was no
and then turn around and preach t at reach them
hell. Then why would it not be right Obp contending
in the same sermon? One minute I would id the next
for the doctrine of eternal punishment, aleased with
I would be denying it. Would God be puld be the
such contradictory preaching? What w}? heard it?
influence of such preaching on those w Oub'eCt for
Surely they would think that I was a fit SGogl is the
the insane asylum. Then why believe that
author of such confusion and folly?

Does God send out all th
to confuse the minds of
not the author of confy
the churches of the sai
firm would not send o

ese preachers and c‘}‘mrcgleiz
people? Surely not. “Go ALl
sion, but of peace, as in o
nts,” I Cor. 14:3. A wholesa

ut s’z dozen salesmen and give
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®ach instryctiong lo contradict the sales talk of the
Others. The, Why think that God is pleased with all
ese contradictory doctrines?

wSt us €Xamine the Word of God on this line.
Whosoever therefore shal) break one of these least
ggﬁlman ments, and shal] teach men so, he shall be
Whed the Ly in the kingdom of heaven: but
Calloesc?ever shall do and teach them, the

same shall be
" Matt. 5:19. If
and the greatest then
he men and churches
each Hijg Commandments and those who
churep, 1em, and teach men so. When a preacher or

. €aching beople that it doeg not make any
10W they are baptized, are they not teach-
o brealg_His commandments? Jesus said, “Ye
Johp 15‘llliends, if ye do wWhatsoever T command you,”
and churcheg love Christ
 Baptiots ) O lgnore or cha'n‘qe His command-
ord hae o delieve ip Practicing that which the

d y 5 T U8, and in the way He command.
tism ang l0se t’hmgs. We do not

ere o7t in the kingdom of heaven’
Surely- erence in the least

Y there ig difference in t
do ang ¢

€rence 1
%nx Mmen to
dre ,

believe that bap-
; S Supper are essential to salvation
Ve do e I\e@lssx‘e'ntlal to the purpose for which given,
Fight aher MeVe ‘that any Preacher or chyreh has a
loogg ; thes]ége them, We believe that those who play
Commod i Matters, ip order to pleage men or to ge-
be o 11 591ne011e’s belief o prejudice, wil] certainly
Cratq he:) account fqp S0 doing. If they
talnly 108e5 Wil not 1 I

are regen-

Sir es, but wij cer-

et 0
the tiy S now ¢

ake an O1q T .
ark Of‘nes of By 1d Testame

e lost themsely
Tewards,

: Nt example, During
L 1 itlhte ch(lldren of Israe] had taken mZ
Ph'sl- h_e Lord e 110.batt €. Becauge of theiy Wicked-
eaﬁﬁuﬁ”(‘fs Ty ec \flgilvereefl tthelm 'mlto the hands of the

3 ed e €ated ang the ark had he
aﬁ&a se of }t,he :I‘fnemy. Qod plagueqd the Phil}sgieel;

Qarr.hltch@d Some yryi11eY finally Placed it op a wag
ied i bao € Milch COWs to the Wagon. T} il
Into the Country of the I o
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. David
aced ln the house of e ghear;k back
X;i’slepto the throne he purp(lnsed }}Orck-:)riltn%eloiged. That
it i e it in the
and place it in the tabernactet}\l\; S Ty o 3 e
was the right thing to do but they he ark should be
. - e law specified that_t e ! his
Wlor'lgd“l?fhzhsvhcialderz of the Levites. Dav1§ea}rllgw it
car“]e doid o e T Word of God tI?t SIike many
gﬁgﬁig = o ied. Wery Hkily t}lléyatx%?lilgifference how
it did not ma ce
peopl}? tcldiv%st}c]l?);ét ]c'llist so it was done. They E}athe
ke 11?£>0n a wago’n and hitched some Oxkf?qis tand
thae (?12 The ark jolted and Uzzah thrust fé)rtn §le e
:g s%rtay' the ark, and God struck him de.e; %hemsel\’es’
Then David had the Levites to sanct{dy . -
that they might bring up the ark. He Sglrr;ade a breach
did it not at the first, the Lord our GP(I)IM NOT AFTER
upon us, FOR THAT WE SOUGHT 13. From this we
THE DUE ORDER,”I Chron. 15:12-  toward Him be
see that God requires that our servl(:f‘osne as He has in-
done after the due order, It must b“f‘c_ e they went out
structed in His Word. The second 1mbrought the ark
the Lord was with them and_they
back with shouting and rejoicing. Paul to take heed
We are admonished by the APOStlEEvery man’s work
how we build upon the foundation. KA1l deelare: it,
shall be made manifest: for the déyand the fire shall
because it shall be revealed by flre,.t e, Tt sy man’s
try every man’s work of what sort i S he chall ve-
work abide which he hath built thereu}ﬁ L Leed, e
ceive a reward. If any man’s work shei1 be saved: yet
shall suffer loss: but he himself sha ctliing that 1S
S0 as by fire,” I Cor. 3:10 to 14. 'Evelyil]l ey
done that is not according to the B.lblf‘a‘IW vain do they
as wood, hay and stubble. Jesus said, “In andments
worship me, teaching for doctrines the.COrr}t ke I
of men,” Matt. 15:9. Does this sound like i s wiho
difference how one is baptized? Will not ldment of
have been so broad as to change the Com'm(ainthat they
Christ to observe the traditions of men fin e corar
have labored in vain? “Thus have ye made

> When the Lord judges th
1S people
a

. € jud ment of men
ASer\rantS J g g
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L ATPY

o=

-

Mandment of God of none effect b

att. 15.¢. €sus accused the Ph .
the fOMmandment of God, that they might keep their
traditiong. (See Mark 7:9.) Is this not whqt men
O wWill practice thre aptism, to

ut your traditions ”
arisees of rejecting

S reckoned
“Many that are
all be first,” Matt.

gdom of heaven,

be last; ang the last sh

as to the worth of the
Wor] of Gog will he reversed. Those whom the
sely auded gg being great and broad will find them-
andels tjllém\,% as last. Thoge the wo
t

rld called narrow
Il be given (i Oy the Lord.
day you shall
ifference as to what church

: 4t You practice for doctrine,
€guile you of Col. 2:18.
Lt an take thy

O SLIDING SCALE OF
WORSHIP AND SERVICE
an hink
is 0 b anq i i

: e a
OPposing line of
° nmt teach different
& .

il harmonize P e

Rightly
System of doc-
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t of the
. ith the res ex-
harmonized w ided. As an
trine thaé c(alnirsloftalzg and Shoﬁlihk;?c 3;/,21 are not .iﬁvgg
Word of Go istinetly told led us with :
By wworks. “Who hath saved us, Fown works T Tim.
by works. ot according to ou ess which we Titus
holy calling, n orks of righteoﬂsnhe saved us, I-
« - - othe
1:9. “Not by wding to his nerey more works: Offset
done, but accordi then it is no 11:6. To oIt~
. bv grace, 3 Romans olieve 1
3:0. And 1f. > 0 more grace, hO beli :
: . those w being
wise grace is na of Scripture Abraham
s ges ( James on James,
these plain passrks will quote Ja d up Isaac. (

: i P : aham
salvation by wo hen he offere that Abre
justified by wo}gﬁi }Vames does nOthsaB\fvaS justlfle%é)é{
Chapter éwbo}E- works. He only sayiSn ‘She Si‘g’htA%fraham
was save is a -ustifica_tlorl : en. “If ry;
woé'ks' -T;?Eiiatsion iJIl the Sﬁghﬁaﬁl r?vl’lereof %%I{%l(\)vgs
and a justit ks, he Abraham W n

: 1 by works, :2. Then Ab ficatiox
were JljStlﬁeC ClOd ” Romans 4:2. ks. His ]LlS‘:l erpre-
but not before Go God by his works. This intery

: ified before Go R n, only. we are
not justified be the sight of men, ents that Hion
- & - lvatior
by works was in s with the statem la oul Saive
; his loctrine
tation harmonize ; apply this t es of doctrine.
st sexved, Ly wotl}fc'hqgwpOPPOS‘ngululsrfdnfullyy iL 1ok
s tﬁc ]cgli?ri’ tile Word of God u
This is han s 4:2).
deCEithHY' (See II Cor. 4 )

ioin the
told to ]Omb on
) 2y DEoplE re as never bE
- r}rllaniytr}?eeiiuc%gosic?.dTﬁi}s plfgfcl;etl;ﬂg us}to enggz
S v ‘-( that vet. The e T hav com-
guilty of doing all things whatso & e 45 1ol he
them to observe s e o say to tell :
peonle N r v h.d‘rch of their CWe are to teac
eople to join they c o] prefelf. e o teach
gapl‘?ized gy w?ﬁeﬂﬁ)};d ir% the ma_ttﬁfé I(:Ither person
tha we have O.f RaTted. ol duty. > tions then the
B have.d1sc ta Ligpon those mstrlth_gzut o havge no';
ChOOSGS. not “’;f him and the Lord‘.Eaught the will o
mat;er 1rseclljeot:x"eduty until we have
discharg \

the Lord in these things.

' his own
Does one have a r h of his ov
ight to a chure : e 1
S’ D ople haveltkze right to be baptized as they
e? Do pe

choic
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please? So far as man ig concerned, they may, byt
efore the Lord they do not. Christ has muvdo the
hoice e us. He 1as markeg out that way. }\0 11;1.\'0
O mope right 1o sel our ownp standard’™ of service
than We have to set our own standard
2 bushg] of Potatoeg
haq e

as 1o what ig
°S. Suppose gz wi
-18aged 5 thou
Per hyg

10lesale merchant
sand Bushels of potatoes at $1.00
lel, , 1Y bring theip botatoes iy each
bush,dalms-the right” tq Set his owp standa}.r‘d of a
Poy $mltl claimg the 1‘1:4111_10 lave fifty-five
thll‘tyf S a bushel, Williamg sets forty pounds._ 1_31‘0\\'11
Standaldef cilnd SO on, each mgy ha\'mg a (llliel‘ont
fach i A bushe) When the merchant hag let
Potat, S heseft };13 Own stan_dard anc
Doung fop - ds hig 1,
fus

burchageq the
uyer INSists op Setting se\'ont_\'
ion? Woa JUshel, Woulq this .llot_\\ < um(_)ld con-
the | € Justifieq in (:1‘111017,1115\T
* Cluseq g 5 ' i ifferent
as fioees Insteg ard that
thi 8 Ppersop Would
) ne fixeq standarq b
t busmess affaj i
Y law,

Y Which

- Thig standard
2 standard 1s ¢t

H Jones a

Mmust
e Standarq for
o d etvegyone else, it ig Il
. € muygt € some ed stanqg 1
: andari?'ighf’ ne whe Tefuses ¢ Suideq lgir
aL;SlOn' el }{;u _lty‘ of cay Ing dige Tan d con.
fug; SANngt O Ingigtg n staymg Wit that gt d
Usign that Jus.tly blamed for the - an
Sinee Wep €vailg y 1eligious t iy =y
ohat 5o W& myg haye :
GOd. NSOtO be the st r ’X(Iét Stantdal OI‘Shlp
for the prgan Or set N : s g
ihurCh, Jeshe® Of Only 4y, @ rig) oslate
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or takes away one thing from what He commanded to
be observed, cannot rightly be called a Scriptural
church. Those who insist that something else is just
as good, question the wisdom of Christ and are guilty
of causing confusion and division.

SHOULD BAPTISTS HOLD UNION MEETINGS
OR EXCHANGE PULPITS WITH OTHER
DENOMINATIONS?

In some places people who claim to be Baptists will
exchange pulpits and hold union meetings with other
denominations. To do this means to put the other
churches on the same level with Baptist churches and
to give the world the 1dea that there is no difference
in the churches. The world gets the idea that one
church is as good as another. Either this is true or it
1s not true. If a man calls himself a Baptist and thinks
that other churches are as good as the Baptist churches
then he should, in all consistency insist on the abolish-
ment of Baptist Churches. If other churches are just
as good as Baptist churches and preach the truth as
well, then there is no need of a Baptist church. We
could abolish the Baptist churches and we would have
that much less division. On the other hand if other
churches are not as good as Baptist churches there is
no need for other churches. What truths do they
preach that the Baptists do not preach? If the world
did not have them it would have just as much tru_th
as it now has, and a lot less of error. If we join with
them in a union service and leave the impression with
the world that there is no difference, then we are
a party to teaching the world something that is not
true. Can we do that and be blameless?

If we do not believe that other churches are Scrip-
tural churches, then o join in with them and pretend
that they are equally as sound as Baptist churches is
to pretend to believe what we do not think is so. This
Is hypocrisy. “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,”
Romans 14:23. We do not ask it, nor expect it of other
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churches. If they believe they have the truth }?ng tt}}llat
we do not, then consistency would demand tha el?e’
refuse to affiliate with us. It is wrong to ask peo}:;n
to do that which they think is wrong, upless you ¢ 2
first teach them that they are wrong 1n e po(s:h
tion. A union meeting would not last long Whe{ﬁeia of
Party was doing his best to convince the o

1S error. . ting and did

Again, if we took part in a union mee
not f;feach all things t}k)lat Christ command'ed we \1270';}3
be unfaithiul to Him. How could a Baptist teach and
contend for immersion only while in a .rne_?c lélg eople
beople who believe in sprinkling? If we invite ldpleave
to join the church of their choice, then we wou ood as
the impression that sprinkling was_just asr,lign serv-
immersion for baptism. If we engaged . aguther then
ice and left off the matter of baptism altoﬁesométhing
We allow men to persuade us not to teac of reason-
that Christ told us to teach. By what prog'issble to keep
Ing can we conclude that it would be p'rg 1 2 to teach?
silent on some things that Christ tol ubetter than
This is the same as saying that we knovquse Is this
Christ what would best promote the cause.

hot veiled modernism? .» ;s Missouri.
Not long ago I was in the city of St LOL:)IE " Churches
At that time the American Fede}:‘atuivnere brgas 2
eld a great rally in that city. The ching Mission.
What they called the American P Feaists represent-
In that heterogeneous mass of r(-ehgmi?vere,modernists
Ing most of the leading denominations, e in the inspired
and those who were suppOSed to belle¥ominent men O
ord. Dr. Geo. Truett, one O_f e aps one of the main
the Southern Baptist Convention gr rnist, was another.
Speakers. Dr. Stanley Jones, & moae ses, of the meet-
Mr. Jones said that one of the purl‘p Oer to each other
ing' was to bring denominations Choither. How could
and to pray for the succesgi \?iniegfc of Christ.tpr‘iirbl’gfgg
: : e
G g Belieyes ' .f{hif the man who i8 UYITg U
od to bless the work 0% L "t doctrin
eep people from believing
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cou :
birtl}g1 p%r;e ?Ihonelleves in the necessity of the new
not teachythog od to bless the work of those who do
to bless both rﬁew birth. Can I consistently ask God
outcome of ut_e truth and error? This is the logical
our mouth onrﬁ?nlsm' I.t would not stop at shutting
stop our mouth e question of baptism, but would soon
Virgin Bt nod e Qeptrines of the resurrestion
where some. afl'jththe new birth. Not long ago I heard
leawing 'the r? ¢ British missionaries in India were
prayers to k ame of our Lord out of their songs and
But w}? teep from offending the Hindus .
We are to?d ’?oo?‘?v[the Word of God say on this line?
offenses cont ark them which cause divisions and
learned; and rary to the doctrine which ye have
legalishie taa %;"Olfi them,” Romans 16:17. When some
Galatia, the ac ers were disturbing the churches of
any other gospositle wrote and said, “If any man preach
et Biten B ape untcz, you than that ye have received
praying for GCcdursed, Gal. 1:9. Does this sound like
ers? The a os?l to bless the work of these false teach-
they were %v € even went so far as to say, “I would
To bid a person CGien o Pich trouble you ' Gal. 5:12,
his deeds. “If Otr}ll God speed is to be a iaartaker of
not this doctri ére come any unto you, and bring
neither bid hl"mef;rece“’e him not into ’your house
Gt orepid him God speed: for he that biddeth him
1. If any shoor er of his evil deeds,” 1I John 10
the coming of Chsgy that John had reference here to
same principl rist in the flesh, we reply that the
scriptural pr“(j applies to other things that are un-
sprinkling ande pray for God to bless those who teach
would we. Hot gncourage them in this false practice
pracicice? But ase s%?)rv‘:rgrllsz Wit}%hthem in_ that false:
would n : G ove, the uni
/g moo’cdztrcg)i 11.:11’1‘1;11 it had delivered us iorlllton‘zﬁ‘éegi? t
lump,” Gal 5.9S It% little leaven leaveneth the whollg
door was epened f as long been my opinion that the
of' Chuistians or modernism to creep into th k
of 50 many. It T kees oo mouth policy on the part
: €ep my mouth shut and wink atp‘flge
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gll"l;ors of some on baptism and the Lord’s Supper, then
keesently some other men are demanding that I also
tionp ?1}’ mouth shut when they question the inspira-
in a(i the Word and the divinity of Christ. A little hole
i 1evee might seem a trival matter to some, but if
is g eft unguarded it scon means that the whole levee
roken. In 1935 the Arkansas River bottom below
inO{}?lton was overflowed. I was told that holes made
th e levee by moles had so undermined the levee
at the whole thing was caused to give away. For
years the pacifists have been seeking to bring a com-
Promise between those who hold the truth and those
Who_ hold to error. Little by little this compromising
fplrlt has been eating at the bulwarks of faith until
oday many have been swept away with the flood
waters of modernism. The safest policy is to stay with
the Word of God on every point and compromise on

hothing.

From Genesis to Revelation, the Word of God calls
Upon us to come out and separate ourselves from error.
The ante-deluvian world was corrupted because ‘t_he
true worshippers of God, “The sons of God,” married
the daughters of men. Abraham was called upon to
come out from his country and his people. The children

of T < i : o apryv with the nations
srael were forbidden to intermarry av from the

about . ; ad them away ;
them lest they should ]t(ejl 1 L oarded this _teachln g

true worship of God. Solomon . .
%1/}}21 some o}f his foi‘eian wives ed'}lligrcli 1%:}%??}:2%
el : 3 ribes wisil ( :

L Shrs of e otherbéliland the Jews 111 f‘he build-
eived this reply; Ye have,
unto our God;

o the Lord

Union affair with Zerubba
Ing of the Temple they Iec
hothing to do with us to puild an house ;

ut we ourselves togeth 11 build un

er wi
God of Israel,” Ezra. 4 3 Jo of the evil con-

Perhaps, the most striking example of ¥ union
Seciuenc}er of one who has the truth, gm;%éﬁézlfaphat’s
with one who holds to €rror is that Oa worshiper 0
allianoe with Ahab. Jehosaphat WA T4 and sough
God; he walked in the first ways ak Dat\ be a follower
not after Baalim. Ahab while claiming 1O
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gﬁlfhi% LO';C}I1 had mixed the worship of Baalim with his
out%o g.t ese two Joined affinity. Ahab wished to go
S a }’Ele and desired that Jehoshaphat go with him.
mattZranx }ilitbdesued to inquire of the Lord about the
vohio ke ah had a bunch of men-pleasing prophets
e aW what Ahab wanted to do so they told him to
Jehoshag}?mSt Ramoth—gilead to battle and prosper.
Perha phatd.was not satisfied with these prophets.
He we?r?{ de iscerned the man-pleasing spirit they had.
Lord o ?d to know if there were not a prophet of the
e thiS; es these of whom they might inquire. Ahab
bt his %V‘Yas one other, Micaiah, the son of Imla,
S bfﬁ;l ) 1I do not like him for he does not prophesy
o ’re evil concerning me.” Micaiah was sent for by
professqgeSt of Jehoshaphat. When he came, Ahab
i ?Loﬁg “@pt nothing but the truth in the name
ot ta .dl Alcalah prophesied that the expedition
sbased ancalm hab would be killed. Then Micaiah was
played a tri Eut in prison for telling the truth. Ahab
battle witﬁch'on Jehoshaphat by having him to go into
himself. Wh Is king’s robes on, while Ahab disguised
king’s #ok en the enemy saw Jehoshaphat with his
they wish %St on they thought he was Ahab, whom
it 4 killire1 5) i{llll. Only the mercies of God kept them
disguise TE ehoshaphat. Ahab was killed despite his
He was m ter}; Jehoshaphat returned to his own land.
the ungo d? y Jehu who said, “Shouldest thou help
II Chro% 13’{2 and love them that hate the Lord?”
to make ame éﬁer this Jehoshaphat did all he could
SHEE Sl end for this foolish step. He instituted
away frommds and tried not only to turn his people
e li olatry, but those of the Northern King-
married tﬁ . But the seeds were sown. His son had
Jehosha ha(: }Cll‘aughtef of Ahab. After the death of
ood wbiat his son and his evil wife undid all the
It shows of his father. This is a most solemn lesson
promisinguss’cethvea'r-rpjaChing consequence of a com-
seeds would g hile in a union meeting with others
generation th e planted in the minds of the younger

on that might lead them away from thbze 5 ugi;h.
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aanght here I desire to warn our preachers against
cit'ewl that is rapidly growing among Uus. In mqst
th 1es and towns preachers of all denominations form
themselves into what they call a “Ministerial ALREE
stea Ministerial Association.” This scribe has always
it el:ed clear of such an organization and looked upon
w ?f an unholy alliance. He considers it an opening
reec ge on the part of unsound pregchers to secure
of %gm.tlon for their false claims to being true minister
to lhrlst- By such alliances Baptists have everythmg
-0 lose and nothing to gain. When Baptist preachers
Join such alliances or associations they virtually ac-

Nowledge and recognize preachers of all faiths as true
n on the same

Ministers of Chri hereby put ther

level ith them:élsgs ' If th}c,eyp do not believe that

greachers of all denominations should be recogntlﬁe

as being equally Scriptural with Baptists, then _gy
e acting hypocritical when they so PY etend by Joit §
€lr alliances. Moreover, they put themselves 111 a

embarragsi ; : : ements an
as ural mov A
sing situation. Unscript s, which 1o

Programs will b i lliance
e proposed in these all e

true Baptist can éffoli"d to endorse. He must lxgggsilllllgs

;nouth shut and have the appearance of gnri el

Omethings which he does not believe o be cb-gcting

Or else find himself in a hopeless minority 1 © J

0 such movements.

. ha
Let us remember the mlstakg toffleJiB%S cogsequenc -

Unwise allian ith Ahab, an “ 1d-
of that allianc(:;.e l%velmlembel‘ the words of Je-lllu’t llsaggl{ﬁhe
st thou help the ungodly and love therm e per that
ord?” II Chron. 19:2. We should also remreliq words,”
€sus said, “If a man love mé, he will kee?] eeypeth not
ohn 14:93. “And he that loveth m® not <nwilling to
{ny sayings,” John 14:24. 1If preachers aretouknOW they
“eep the sayings of Christ, oW are W€ Nlowship €a"

love Him? Then, pray tell me, what fe
Wtists have with them? it is not the PreAgic
N this connection I wish t0 sageep everyb gy ljlesus

er’s busi t
u h as 10
siness to so preac i ith one a

C i
Ommumty on good term
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said, “Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on the
earth? I tell you, Nay, but rather division: for from
henceforth there shall be five in one house divided,
three against two,” etc., Luke 12:51—52. It is our duty
to faithfully declare the Word of God without com-
promise. This will most certainly bring opposition from
those who hold to error. Truth exposes error, and those
who have their unscriptural practices exposed will
become offended and start an opposition against those
who expose their error. It was our Lord’s exposure
of the sham and unscriptural practices of the Pharisees
that brought about their opposition of Him, which
oppostion brought on His crucifixion.

Not long ago I read in a magazine where a certain
writer said there was something he could not und'el"
stand about Christianity. It was supposed to bring
peace and instead of doing that he had seen it divide
households. I said to myself that this man had not
read his Bible closely. Jesus taught us that His teach-
Ings would divide households. Not because there 18
anything wrong with His teachings, but because, “The
carnal mind is enmity against God,” Romans 8:7.

Those who hold to false doctrines will listen placidly
tp others preach false doctrines which they do not b(?'
lieve, but when someone so preaches as to expose their
error they become offended at once. Mr. Kagawa, the
famous Japanese who has been speaking in this coun-
try does not believe in the divinity or the vicarious
death of Christ. Many who went to hear him speak
beheyed in these doctrines. Yet they gladly listened
to him and did not become offended. But had some
Missionary Baptist exposed their false practice on
Infant baptism and sprinkling and episcopacy they
would have been greatly offended. It is the truth that
hurts and causes men to take offense. When Christ re-
buked the Pharisees, for making the Word of God of
none effect, by their traditions, they became offended,
Matt. 15:1 to 12.

Though people may become offended, yet it is our
duty to warn them of false doctrines and rebuke their

T — o
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error. “Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsulfl;er“{‘f
and doctrine,” II Tim. 4:2. “Rebuke them s11-13p If
that they méy be sound in the faith, .Tltﬁ,leri it is
our preaching does not stir up Opposnmn{ -uth. Jesus
a good sign that we are not loyal to the 1-d If they
said, “A servant is not greater than his L01t. Lo
have persecuted me, they will alsp persecu euxy als’o 5
they have kept my saying they will keep ¥O )
John 15:20. ‘

PERSECUTION, A MARK OF THE
TRUE CHURCH

: . ~eati to

It would be out of place in closing thliutrlaelatzlﬁi,rch
omit the subject of persecution- A Scmp-'ticized mis-
Will be a persecuted church. It will be o cont’:eited
Tepresented, and called an ignorant, nalliot\{r,nents will
sect. All forms of worldly tactics and. %111%5(—: who dare
e employed to make life miserable for d practice un-
0 stand out from those who preach an pto compro-
Sound doctrine. Had Paul been Wlllmghe would not
Mise with the legalism of the PharlseeS,thren, if I yet
ave suffered persecution. “And I hre

. ersecu‘cion?
Preach circumecision, why do I yet suffengl. 5:11. The

en is the offense of the cross Ceasi?, rom .
Preaching of salvation by grace apalt on persecution.
of the flesh gave offense, and brougllare t

e same is true today. Those Who 1Chuman works an
grace of God alone and disregard all e persecutec
Juman commandments, are llkewlses many to com”
1S the fear of persecution that caus i themSelves
Promise the truth and refuse t0 o may

Tom th - live in error. hich wé
erse((;)le(teiotlYllaits lé)\ljﬁe of the marks b}(,:h?gc . “All -tha’E

know a true child of God and 2 truexffer persecttlof

Will live godly in Christ SHALL st chall lay han

Tim. 312 “Before all these theynd rulerS,for mX
On you, bheing brought before kmgzua for a teStlmgny’ 3
Name’s'sake. And it shall turn t0 }lllated of all rfm(alhrist
muke 21:12, 13. “And ye 25{1?}71 PI‘ehe follO\Vers 0

Y name’s sake,” Luke &1:2
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was the sect everywhere spoken against. “For as con-
cerning this sect, we know that everywhere it is
Spokgn.against,” Acts 28:22. What church fulfills these
predictions more than the Missionary Baptist Church?

Reader, have you been guilty of censuring the
Baptists for refusing to hold union meetings, practic-
Ing restricted communion, and being peculiar? If so,
you are only pointing out the Baptists, as God’s pe-
culiar people. Jesus said, “Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven,” Matt. 5:10. Are you guilty of
reviling Baptists for being peculiar, when Jesus said
we were to be a peculiar people? Do you speak evil of
us for being separate, when we are told to come out
from among them and be separate? II Cor. 6:17. You
should read where Jesus said, “Blessed are ye, when
men shall revile you and say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake,” Matt. 5:11. You are only
helping to point us out as being God’s peculiar people.

ou are also branding yourself as being ignorant of
the Word of God, if not an unsaved person. When Jesus
was telling His disciples that they would be persecuted
fﬁr their preaching, He said, “But all these things will
Iz{ey do unto you, for my name’s sake, because they

Now mnot him that sent me,” John 15:21. These are
Plain words, but they are the words of the Master. DO
these words offend you? Then you had better take an
Inventory of your standing before God.

Reader, are you persecuted and reviled because you
are a Baptist? Do your companions, friends, or rela-
tives say hard, cruel, cutting things against you be-
cause of your stand? If so, then you should rejoice
and leap for joy. Remember the words of Christ, “Re-
JOI%e and be exceeding glad for great is your rewar
g; eal\)ren: for so Jersecuted they the prophets which
iteire efore you,” Matt. 5:19. It we are persecuted,
Lorsda Scllgn that we are Wwalking in the steps of our
2 1an Master. The trials that we have to endure,

€ also endured; the thorng that pierce our feet,
pierced His; the scorn that we have to endure, He had
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to endure. This should make us rejoice, for it Is 2
sign that we are walking according to His aV}YOrc; ‘ﬁ;
few years ago, I made a trip to central Okl ?mR 5
hold a meeting. When I reached e Toren t(c)>'<;
about eight o’clock that night, I inquired gusway ived
certain country church. The instructions I receihat
were so complicated that I did not know for Sli{re lane

was carrying them out, until I reached a roc 1}; that
leading up a hill. I was told that when I Slgucchurch
rocky lane leading up the hill, 1 was negt e iolted
house. When I reached it, every time the ﬁal'; % was
over the rocks it was an assurance to m}? ; 3ve meet
traveling the way I wanted to go. S0, W erll.fe,s way,
With these persecutions, and trials, along la of our
it is an assurance that we are walking 1n th?t}"r }'?un we

ord. Then, we are told, “If we ;uffeg_;gl After the
shall also reign with him,” I Tim. &2
suffering comes the glory;
crown.

after the cross comes the




IS THERE A DIFFERENCE

me@wwmwwmtaw %

74

“Must Jesus bear the cross alone,
And all the world go free?

No, there’s a cross for every one,
And there’s a cross for me.

O precious cross! O glorious crown!
O resurrection day!
Ye angels from the stars come down,

And bear my soul away.

Upon the crystal pavement down,
At Jesus’ pierced feet,

Joyful I'll cast my golden crown,
And His dear name repeat.”

|
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THE END




