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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED - WHAT CHRIST ACHIEVED
AS A RESULT OF HIS FIRST COMING, DEATH AND
RESURRECTION

By Thomas Williamson, Th.M., Ph.D.
3131 8. Archer Ave,

Chicago, Tllinois 60608
INTRODUCTION

One of the most important subjects in the field of theology is that of the person
ar}d Work of Christ. There is substantial agreement among Bible-believing Chrl.stlans
With regard to Christ’s person and nature: His virgin birth, the hypostatic union 9f
od and man, His perfect nature, His inability to sin, His death on the cross 1n

fulfiliment of prophecy, His bodily resurrection, the nature of the Trinity, etc.
But there are substantial disagreements among sincere Christiz%ns concerning
the work of Christ. Just what did Christ accomplish as a result of His first advent,
death ang resurrection? We agree on the concept of the substitutionary atonement of
Chr.iStv that He bore our sins on the Cross, 1 Peter 2:24, 1 John 2:2, etc. I.S that al! that
1St accomplished, or is there more? Now that Christ has died and risen again, 1S
€ or Satan the ruler of this world? Did He establish the Kingdom that He came to
establish, or has that Kingdom been postponed? What is the nature of that ngdi{m
Wh} ch He came to set up? Is Christ now ruling on the Throne of David, or must He
Wait to take that throne at some point in the future?
and a;:ﬁse tar e imgortant questions with signiﬁcatrlllt ar:
Cations, dependi how we answer them. .
Worth our time to pexar:}ﬁeonwhat the Bible says about th_e work that Sh;ilrslt
accomplisheq when He came to earth for the first time, was f:ruc1ﬁed, anld rosltle : Sgs ues.
. This brief and humble effort will not be able to examine a.nd resolve a i
With regard to the work of Christ, but the author hopes that it.wxll help to rev
clarify some of the principles that the Bible teaches on this vital sub:]e:t(.)f one who
At all times I will approach this subject from the standpoin 1 el
and affirms that the Bible is the infallible Word of God an

suffic A : | Baptist doctrinal
clent guide in doctrine and practice. 1 hold to fundament;m ofp Faith and the

t : .

each{ng as found in the 1833 New Hampshire Baptist QOnfess o e (1950 and

yog al Statement of the Baptist Missionary Association of An:) ety to those

conr. STSiONs).  You will find nothing in this book that is fc;he b e
n eSsions of faith, nor anything contrary to the clear teaching 0
ible Citations in this book are from the King James Version.

d wide-ranging consequences
Therefore, it would be well

believes




DID CHRIS
OF HE AVE; fgi‘;AgPl;lsn THE KINGDOM OF GOD/KINGDOM
SULT OF HIS FIRST ADVENT?

om, asa result
for affirming
and existing

The Bible te
) aches that Chri
0 . .
ﬁfiH-ls niniSersrion St and Hrilstdsuccessﬁjlly established His Kingd
facst is that the New Testament spse a;:thf::.hnd resurrection. The reason
3 of the Kingdom as an established
In Luke 16:1
:16 Chri
and 5 st spok S : ‘o
o ek gkl Baptist: L having begun with the minist™y
17:11 e}\f{he :i”gdom of God is P."eac}f 15“’ and the prophets were until John: sinceé
. atthew 12: . ed, and eve i it "
K 227C : § ry man presseth into it.
p ];ir}gf:m had already COmt?‘s';(:;efj His personal ministry on earth as proof that the
Byiit, g cast them out? theref if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your
e:[. op x}’\’ :’f God, then the k?:;c;gg -5;7211 be your judges. But if I ¢ast out devils
: atever ext : of God is com 4
st ent e unto you.
thlcl)lsgell;-on earth, it was :gzoK;:igfjofn had not come in its ﬁj};lness while Chr ist was
standingl;:g when Christ was o;:n its fullness during the lifetime of generation O
His kingdoere',,whi"h shall not tast carth: “Verily I say unto you, There be some
The Z]')osflrwgtthew 16:28) e of death, till they see the Son of man coming in
power of darkn, € Paul stated in C %
es. olossi 5 “ .
alsq 1 Coﬁnthi;m; y .and llz‘ath translated :n ) 1:13, Pf’ho hath delivered us Jr
are in the Kingdor: 20, “For the kingdoms into the kingdom of His dear Son-
" B R of God now. of God is not inword, but in power-’
I_IInngm of God is 4:17 Paul spoke of the Ki
oly Ghost. not meat and drink; but 'mngm as a present reality: “For the
Once we real; ’ righteousness, and peace, andjoy in the
and overthrow g | 1ze that we are fa .
of the New T, ot of false th OW in the Kingdom, thi ization Wi
teackin estament, j eological notion m, this realization will O
socie gs are for the ¢ ncluding the Se s. For instance, we are told that most
ty can enizens of rmon on the M -
x getany b the future Kj ount, is not for today - thes®
are told th, etter until . re Kingdom. W o
brogrogs 1o 12t revival ig Christ comes the secc e are told that nothing in our
yeurs s Christianity ungil Chygor ey, 224 he second time to set up the kingeiow:
s ‘: Kind of teachi(ljlhrfSt gets back aﬁ;w? ;an""‘ expect any growth or
ork. Whatever .gt l,i ?hgo(’d excuse fl‘)ol: as utlt)x where He left off 2000
a .
anything for g 200M We are just piously, oot e o l?:: rtlﬁ:sLamjj g
far better fo. Him anyyy, But when ¢ 1sly, patiently waiti o i
e ider forusto re YWay becauge hrist does retur)z,'. yaimg for Him to come back
set up the K.ahZe that Chy; we will then b , it will be too late for us to do
Ingdom ang ; istaccomplish ; raptured out of here. It would be
1L1s our job to 1: Hl? mission the first time around -
€ active in Kingdom work.

om the
” See
) we

rrect

ARE THE
RE TW

GOD O DIFFERENT KI

AND A KINGDOM OF HEAVE:EDOMS’ A KINGDOM OF

Some hav
St G tnd the Kje attempted to create an artificial distincti
. ial distincti i
or:z ofthese kingdo%r(xi:;lazf Heaven. This would allow ther(r)xnt: fnt‘zzliii:inthfthmgldom
We st awah the not set up by Christ as a result of His earthly mi S
. However, the Newe;tabhshment of that kingdom at some funue)(lizlemsuy, &
Whi;:i;en,, i iiforch a:;:r:lt;n‘; l;s;s the l:errns “Kingdom of God” and ‘;Kingdom
names are used: * lanner, s owing that there is just one Ki

v : ¢ [a rich man shall hg ;dlﬂten safd Jesus unto his disciples, il’erily yé sﬁ"f;‘;mjor
eme, t.xs Salerfor ot Iyt enter into the kingdom of heaven. And againl s 4 tu ;
differ into the kingdom of g go 't,hrough the eye of a needle, than for a richfnyal;n!o
& d-ré-m names for the K1 dOd. (Matthew 19:23-24). Here Christ uses th g
 difficult for a rich m aggtoo:; ::rd_estcr)ibe Ct:l;e same thing (the Kingdom that i‘i is
into). Clearly the Kingdom of God and the

Ingdo
s IICI :tft‘lfi,fj‘ﬁn are one and the same
12; id, “ :
Jesus said, “dnd from the days of John the Baptist until now

t e Idn
gdom of he,
av. )
Paralle] passage in LZ: :‘l‘g?lreth vzo{ence, and the violent take it by force.” In the
:16 He said, “The law and the prophets were until John:
h into it.”

Since that time the I+
in(t)tlce that the t:r::"%‘dof” of God is preached, and every man presset
erch“ngeab]y an; Kingdom of heaven” and “Kingdom of God” are used
) 0 years in th(’z o that this kingdom was a present reality, not something
re. How could it be said that the violent were taking the

Ingdom b
establ; Yy force in the ti s
) llihlev?a;ll:m i leaet 3 (;'(‘); ;f;-::l:la:::"Bapnst, if the Kingdom was not to be
pf::e" is at ha;‘:r_ }:O:Tzhjesus said, " Anid as'ye go, preach, say
SimuTh the kingdom ofGe 5arallel passage in Luke 9:2 says, “4nd he sent them 10
taneously o s ((Ji 'f,‘fand to }{eal the sick.” The Twelve were sent out, not to
ifferent Kingdoms, but to preach one Kingdom for which

Nameg ,
fo thew 417 o ngeatly.
r - . «
Sayst hf Ilvn”gdom Ofiz?:;enF romy hat time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent:
g°S1;e1 oW after that John is.al ha”"d- ” Mark 1:14-15, describing the same events,
od is 21 the kingdom Owa;s putin pr.‘ison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the
Preachin hand; repent ye aza: :”d saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
aljjop & 2 different ki . and believe the gospel. ” Did Christ begin His ministry by
A Jews at the s '"$d°m5, both of them involving repentance, to the same
ame time? No, He preached one Kingdom, for which 2 different
New Testament,
different names

name

S are
and thep . o4~ There i

re . : .

is only one kind of Kingdom taught in the

pen to mention

I own only oné

ing, The kingdom of

ms just because
d later may hap
At this time

€re iS no .
th:tl;se ! for t, Slc;pmral basis for finding 2 Kingdo
Tive g Capri ay say that I drive a Chevrolet an
ce, but I do not have 2 different cars.




car, for which 2 or more names may be used, but the basic nature of the car is the
same regardless of what it is called.

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE KINGDOM THAT CHRIST
CAME TO SET UP?

. Some will say that it is not possible that Christ successfully set up His
ingdom as a result of His first advent, because His Kingdom was meant to be an
:rrmthly one, a.literal re-creation of David’s kingdom, with Christ ruling from an
. ly throne in Jerusalem. It is said that the Jews rejected that earthly king(!om that
Ist offered them, and as a result the Kingdom was postponed - Christ will try t0
Set it up again at His Second Coming,.
king d;:ivt}:::: glat the Pharisee§ believed that the Messiah would set up an ea:‘thlz'
B v deme sze, but Christ set them straight on this in Luke 17:20-21: “An
Bibwered s a; ec.z' of the I—t'harisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he
shall they say, I ’;1 Sa;d' The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: fVexthef;
There i ngy'wao tt}?]"e. Or, lo there! For, behold, the kingdom of God is within you-
“without obsewiﬁo ! t:e earthly kingdom desired by the Pharisees could come
set up. He came ton, kthat is not the nature of the kingdom that Christ came t0
14:17 describes the szr:;;oa sP;nmal kingdom. As we have seen, Paul in Romans
peace:[;ndjoy in the Holy gh(:; S?f,’d as “not meat and drink; but righteousness, an
€ comi v .
a tiny seed,olr\rdu:ttghgfvuig-lgmgdom is compared to the growth of a mustard tree from
The parables of the Kin ('101-3-2’ and the slow operation of leaven, Matthew 13:33.
grows slowly byt surelyg nortn T- Matthew 13 clearly describe a spiritual kingdom that
When Christ taugh’t co S al earthly Jewish kingdom that is set up all at _onCe-
present tense, as if it was ancemmg the. nature of the Kingdom, He spoke of it in the
Instance, in Matthew 19- 13r;riesen.t reality for those who heard Him back then. For
zz:ts unto me: for of sz;ch isetzzlz} Ssﬂér little children, and forbid them r?ot, to
e h‘/}gst:l:;hnslt have to do with a lit'e’;’galo;,’:)l?{;:;aveqi oA Ciges ll(m le dchll:fieﬂ?
Kingdom the 1?}‘1 ing from an e arthly thr’one o > militaristic .{ewnsh ingdom S of
arisees and carnal Joyys expe cltrcled :rusalem, which was the kind 0
s Kin v d :
Zdom wljlsofll:tx:lt‘l‘]al, not earthly in nature, as seen alsq i'n
. . Bles. dBIessed are the pure in spirit: for their s
- for their’s ig the kin, : e uhey eifeh are pEseouied JOF
Where is there o on the Mount teaghom th‘ea‘:ven,' " (Matthew 5:3, 10) We ar
anything here about a rest es the “principles of the Kingdom,” but
Storation of the ancient literal political Jewish

state? There aro
the ov are lnStructiOns h
erthrow of the persecut::: 2}::1: lfl-ow to handle persecution, but nothing about
» efeat of the Rom . :
ans or the establishment of a

told that the Serm

4

Jewish commonwealth.
mnguiI;el; simply not true that Christ offered the Jews the earthly kingdom of their
demanded tl? XPCCtz?noﬂ.s’ and that they turned it down. On the contrary, they
Jesus ther Ot give them thatkind of kingdom and He refused to do so: “When
a king, he 3’0)’ € per cezve'd t.hat they would come and take him by force, to make him

éhr' teparte.d again into a mountain himself alone.” (John 6:15) .
would rj “;l told Pilate that He had no intention of setting up a worldly kmgdolrln that
answered Mor ?hallengF that of the Roman Empire on an earthly level: “Jesus
would m , My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world,'then
ingdo 'y servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my
.ot from hence.” (John 18:36)

not Wor}IlS]ngdom that.Christ came to set up was spiritual and hanenly in nature,
Visible Y and terrestrial. Therefore, the objection that Christ did not §et. up a
» Worldly kingdom cannot be used to prove that Christ’s kingdom is still in the

ture, st 4 >
Christ did not ever intend to set up such a kingdom.

D

sgf S THE OLD TESTAMENT TELL US WHEN CHRIST WOULD
UP HIS KINGDOM?

we are told that God would set up

1d take place in the days
(and correctly)

inng:thi;]mel’s vision of the 4 world empires,
of the kin at would never be destroyed, and that this wou
Understq 5 L fhe 4" world empire, which is almost universally
Vg b)f Bible commentators to be the Roman Empire: )
Which shA;;d in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up @ kmfdc;r::,'
it shaj) ba never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but
reak in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.

»23niel 2:44) The o ; uld be for
nl i fill this prophecy W0
itto b y way that any kingdom could ful p R At was postponed

o

and sts:;tup duripg the time of the Roman Empire. A kingdo oy fulfill
is proph ecl;p until many centuries after the fall of Rome could not pos

14; « ‘Zz are given more information on the timing of the Kingdom in Dam:,li;- : ;e

clougy of‘ivz in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came <
im. gpq eaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and im "‘"I‘; i

Natiop there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that ‘:1 P 'nf; il

 and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an QMRINE 2

Which, everlasting e TA
is Shall noy pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. ;
His res

:on - at that
tim, H urrection - 8
de’ ¢ lastingandWOUId“e'er
¢ Estroyeq

they brought h

 degeping:
Cription of Christ’s ascension to heaven after
S to be given a kingdom which would be ever

ations of this teaching,

Coming, but it

have

.. Som s ool
8aid thy € commentators, in order to avoid the implic is not. This

t thi :
his p assage is a description of Christ’s Second




passage describes Christ coming to the Ancient of Days (God the Father) and being
brought before Him. Christ is coming into heaven, not leaving heaven to return to
earth. Nowhere does the Bible teach that the Kingdom begins at Christ’s Secoqd
Com.ing. In 1 Corinthians 15:23-24, we are not told that the Kingdom begins at H}S
coming; on the contrary, He will deliver up the already-existing Kingdom to His
Father at His Second Coming: “afterward, they that are Christ’s at his coming.
Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father, when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. *

_ The New Testament is in harmony with the Old Testament, in teaching that the
Kingdom was to be set up during the First Century AD, within the lifetimes of those
who heard Christ’s preaching on earth: “Verily I say unto you, There be someé
] t.and‘ing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming in
his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:28) If the Kingdom was not established within the
lifetime of those living approximately in 32 AD when Christ spoke these words, then
Christ was a false prophet and we are all in the wrong religion! To affirm that Christ
was a false prophet is quite a price to pay, in order to cling to the dogma of the
POStPOH?d Kingdom. F ortunately, Christ did set up the Kingdom in the First Century
as promised, thus proving Himself to be a true prophet and our Lord.

WHO NOW RULES THE EARTH, CHRIST OR SATAN?

is nowstzgl:u{l;‘l:ft;‘}ght that we cannot possibly be in the Kingdom, because Satan
devil said unto hi j I\lv or_ld, Their prooftext for this teaching is Luke 4:6: “And th.e
delivered unto mem, y this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is
at this point in tim, ‘:n“-to whomsoever I will I give it.” Even granting that Satan was
we must remembei 31 JELE fmth (for a change) in making the claims that he made,
Christ’s death and res StPatiir'g power over the earth was overthrown as a result of
of Christ on earth ifvl:";cnon‘ wff fail to understand and give full credit to the wor k
the earth whe H’ We do not realize that Christ overthrew the power of Satan over
N He died on the Cross and rose again.

Shortly befi e
now shall tZe pr;r:euol; :;::;Clﬁx;om Christ said, “Now is the  judgment of this world:
Of judgment, because the::; dbe cast out.” (John 12:31) In John 16:11 He said,

nce of this world is judged.” In John 16:33 He said;

iy rcome the world. "
e S

sense, was “the pri ath and resurrection, it could be said that the Devil, in a real

) but that is no longer the case. After His

ere is nc All power is given unto me in heaven and in

power, authority anq lordshi S NO way that this statement of Christ’s absolute

the ruler of thig world, Cleaf; can b.e reconciled with the teaching that Satan is still

of all. Therefore, there is y Christ, not Satan, is the ruler of this world and Lord

1 feason to speak of a postponed Kingdom or of the

6

frustraHtmn of Christ’s true purposes in coming to earth at His first advent.
in that heebl'e\’Vs 2:? says., “Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For
If al] th; xf wall He subjefliqn under him, he left nothing that is not put under him.”
recognizedgs ey SUb.leCt‘lon under Christ, then in what sense is Satan to be
he mighy deas the l’.Uler of this world? See also Hebrews 2:14, “That through death
€ Viewed aSttr)o?) him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” How can Satan
o peace s, e elng‘the ruler of this world in the light of Romans 16:20, “And the God

shall brz{zse Satan under your feet shortly.”
::;cr.e told in Ephesians 1:19-22 that Christ is the supreme ruler: “According
om the delgg il mlg_hfy power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him
all principqyyy, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above
not only i tl: %, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name tha{ is named,
is feet, and Is wor I.d, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under
like Satap j gt‘f;’e him to be the head over all things.” Now that sure doesn’t sound
olo still the ruler of this world or any other part of the universe, does it?
of all py; S§lan_s 2:10 says, “And ye are complete in him [Christ], which is the head
?r}l)napahty and power. "

heaven'. :':Zr ,3:20'21 says, “By the resurrection of Jesus Christ: Who is gone ir.zto
Mmade subje ctls <t fh'e right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being
Ofan angel, o u';lto .h""- " It would appear that Satan would come under the category
Christ, uthority or power and thus Christ is over Satan in power and authority.
22, “And ; announced the impending overthrow of Satan’s authority in Luke 11:19-
i I by Beelzebup cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out?

Cre, s
Jore they shaly be your judges. But if I with the finger of God cast out devils,

no doub .
; " the kingdom of God is come upon you. When a strong man ar med keepeth

1y pala c . €
and Overi-'o}:,l,s 800ds are in peace: But when a stronger than he shall come upon hzmc,{
dvideth pig ¢ him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, an

Spoils. ”
e Bi .
Tesujt o }iaslble clearly teaches that Christ, not Satan, is the ruler of thi
Successful “Mission Accomplished.”

{0 they,

s world, as a

CHRIST BE ON EARTH IN ORDER TO RULE?
W

. e
King Over t};lve been conditioned to believe that Christ ¢
earth, because He must be physically located

“« or v
be king. But the Bible does not teach this. In

annot already be ruling as
here on earth in order to
Psalm 110:1, 5 we read,

e .
”{yfootxfg]smd unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make tlfine enjmze}
his Wragp » The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day ¢,

in the heavens; and
from the Throne of

g pSa[ .
his kingdon,; 103:19 says, “The LORD hath prepared his throne
ruleth over all. He is all-powerful and can rule




be physically
David in heaven, without necessarily having to come dO\jVﬂ tolea:ﬂ’ln ar;g ;7 5 ZORD g
present here. Psalm 11:4, 6 says, “The LORD is in his holy temple,

bri d
7 rimstone, an
throne is in heaven. . . . Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and

: ’ ing over
“ hog:xl:xel:tr}':giisrtr;e of Samuel, God was located in heaven and ye;-za;”lf;:gcc;me
Israel: “And when ye saw that Nahash the king of ti.ze chxlirze":' i’ o the LO
against you, ye said unto me, Nay; b;ltl g llcgz)g shall reign over us:
od was your king.” (1 Samuel 12: - oming, a5
o G;t is nat:ral and groper for us to look forward to Christ’s S;:tozstﬁ it T
a result of which we will be in His presence for all eternity. o be our King or
comes, there is no scriptural basis for saying that He cannot already
that He cannot rule from heaven. ) nd is DOW
Strangely, those who teach that Satan has a kingdom on ::tl'::: aphysicﬂ")'
ruling this earth, do not insist on the principle that Satan m it case of Christ
present on earth to be able to have a kingdom on ea.rth. Yet 1:11 ' than Satan, OF
they do make that insistence - they hold Christ to a higher stan a:hr Som a diStances
perhaps they feel that Christ does not have the powertoruleone
even though they grant Satan that power. n? In
On \%/}lllat szl'{g;tural basis do we insist that Christ canno.t rule ﬁ(});m T:;Z‘?, v
Revelation 1:5 John described Christ as “the prince of the kings of t }elreist wis gone
though Christ was in heaven at that time. 1 Peter 3:22 tells us that. C "l powers
into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities a 022 -
being made subject unto him, ” See also Revelation 17:14 a'nd Ephesnan§ e.rs .
clearly, Christ can and does rule from heaven as supreme King of the univ

ON
DID CHRIST FAIL THE FIRST TIME AROUND IN HIS MISSI
AND MINISTRY ON EARTH?

e e oios the

Much of the modern preaching and teaching on Christ’s ministry glv::dly,

impression that He was a failure the first time that He came to earth. SUPPO.ssion
Christ was trying to set up an earthly Jewish kingdom, but He bungled the mi

. 5 0
and got Himself crucified instead. Asa result, God had to change His plans, and g
to Plan B which invol

Ves postponing the worldly Jewish kingdom and ha"mges
“Church Age” instead, during the unintended “parenthesis” of 2000 years betwe
Christ’s first and second attempts to set up the worldly Jewish kingdom.
Those who teach this system of doctrine will usually hotly deny that they aré

saying that Christ fajleq in His mission the first time around. But once in a while they
will come right out and

admit that yes, in thejr way of thinking, Christ was a failure.
: W.E. Blackstone, in “Jesus is Coming,” said, “He would have set up the
kingdom, but they rejecteq and crucified Him.”
Charles Stevens,

in a book entitled “Prophecy and the Seventies” published in

8

1971 by Moody Press, said, “Christ’s kingdom is presently in 3!""3"‘“”; ;::
Promised king came to His own and was rejected. David’s throne is vacant.

king is ‘exiled’ in heaven.”

S.D. Gordon, in “Quiet Talks About Jesus,” said, “Everything must be '(:-one
ﬂ"o“gb man’s consent. . . . God proposes, man disposes. God propos.ed 2 :ing;
and g Worldwide kingdom with great prosperity and peace. Man dispose thot

At plan, for the bit of time and space controlled by his Wi!"” Thus we see o:e
Cssentia] component of the “deferred kingdom” theory is tl_qat fnan &3 m -
Powerfy than God and has the power to defeat God’s predetermined pu?osfes Od
;?;thé But once we realize that God is more powerful than man, then the “deferre
gdom” theory goes down the drain. i
. recentgsermon by the pastor of one of the 1arge_st and. most protr.n l:e:;‘
lnde.p endent Baptist churches in Northwest Indiana contains this concep lokt
SUs report t0 God the Father after the Resurrection: “When Jesus went bac (l)"
e&ven, the Father said, ‘Well? What happened? Did they accept yl:)el:j
PrOPOsAI? Jogys replied, ‘It didn’t go very well, Father.’ The F?thf,r 8;V I
Ut were yo able to negotiate a “contract?” Is there reconciliation? The :
S like this,’ Jesys ventured. ‘I went to the most promising people . . . They

m:dehf“" °f You. They put me on a Cross! They stripped me naked. They
Sp! €med Your hol 199

: Y name! ) ) . _—
Chiir his type of Preaching is a reflection of the mistaken impression ;hii; ?e ai
e ;ls tians have concerning Christ’s mission to earth - the.y think He Qaff}s a basic
“raly ruler, ang that His crucifixion was a tragic mistake. This i
Misunderstang;

to be
- . : arth - He came not
aneq, '8 of Christ’s eternal purpose in coming to €

it

: ifically to die
Onthe ¢ ko Sitting on a literal throne in J erusalem, but He caTg)S};e.?gzilezen the
S 7088 for our sins, to redeem us from the power of the Evil One:

jve his life a
of man - inister, and to give his
Fanson, ¢ame not to pe ministered unto, but to minister,

. . t the bizaue,
o Man.” (Mark 10:45) Christ’s crucifixion was no Noww i

u - . . . ‘
s::;)reseen end of 3 bungled missioi - it was the reason for the n?lssmn ; bNtO}f7 ;St}':i’
caus:ouble “and what shall [ say? Father, save me from this hour: bu

came I unto this hour.” (John 12:27) i

ti s : . ther after His
resurreclts' b]aSphemous to suppose that when Christ ascended to the Fa

e gy IL.” We geta
totally dilo;l i He'r °ported to the Father that “things didn’t go very we
.i Anceg

it Impression in Colossians 2:14-15: “Blotting out ‘I’c’ft”‘;’;‘;ﬂ,’,’e",’vga;{
hazling it th.at Was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 1 hz made a shew
% they, o his €ross; And having spoiled principalities a.nd power: S'tendy describes
Chrjgp, 2Penly, Iriumphing over them in it.” The Bible conSI.Sé o il that
“Whey, hreSUl'rection and ascension as a “triumph.” In Ephesians 4: ths nite e
iS g 5 o2SCended yp op high, he led captivity captive, and gave gl{mo think that
Christ’s ?;sti:(r)y frol')" the pessimistic message of ml(l)fi’em preachers

" to Planet Earth “didn’t go very well. ; Christ

OCtrine of the deferred or postgponed Kingdom, which teaches that
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o ; t His
was thwarted by mere men in His original purpose of estabh_sf-nng 1ﬂ’(lie K:;}E:‘:F Cai od’s
first advent, represents a dramatic departure from.the tradl'tlon'fl h OCI nything 100
omnipotence or all-powerful nature. This is taught in Genes.ls .1 8:1 ,h s eni’ i
hard for the Lord?” See also Psalm 115:3, “But our God is in ‘t‘he. eccl;v d‘;” hings
done whatsoever he hath pleased.” See also Matthew 19:26, “With Go

ssible.” ing,
epes We are told in Colossians 1:16 that Christ is the Creator of eveg:gi‘teltgi,
including all thrones and dominions: “For by him [Christ] were all fh";zgs hes be
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whet e;l B il
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were crg::iest 2 for
and for him.” This teaches that the Throne of David_ was created by s
Christ, and yet we are to supposed to believe that Christ someflow lost con o
situation at His first advent, was not able to establish His Kingdom and si taile”
Throne of David that was prepared for Him and by Him, and that He went o e
in heaven, a disheveled, bedraggled failure, reporting that things “didn’t g
well.” .

As we present the claims of Christ and His Lordship to sinners and Chﬂsctllaﬂ‘::
alike, we just might get a better response if we portray Christ as the success an
winner that He is, rather than a loser and failure.

IS THE CURRENT CHURCH AGE A BREAK, OR PAUSEI,L‘?IIJ1
PARENTHESIS IN GOD’S PLAN TO ESTABLISH A LITE ’
WORLDLY JEWISH KINGDOM?

Christians have been taught that the Church Age is not the main event -Glt (115
adetour, an unfortunate pause or speed bump on the way to the main purpose of Oﬁ;
which they think is the reestablishment of a literal Jewish kingdom on earth, wi
Christ ruling from a literal throne in Jerusalem. This helps to explain why many
Christians give so liberally, in the amounts of tens of millions of dollars a year, ;0
Jewish religious and educational causes. They have been taught that our whole
purpose for being here is to help to establish the Pharisaical Jewish kingdo'm that
Christ Supposedly tried and failed to set up at His first coming. This explains the
widespread enthusiasm of some evangelical Christians for Jewish causes, a$
compared to their apathy when asked to help promote the cause of Christianity. If our
theology and prophetic preaching give folk the impression that Judaism is the wave
of'the future and that Christianity is doomed to failure and ruin, then naturally people

are going to want to Support a winning cause rather than to “beat the dead horse” of
Christianity.

S‘prosedl).' wve are all going to go back to Judaism in the Millennium,
complete with a Jewjsh temple in Jerusalem with animal sacrifices. However, the
main point of the epistle to the

Hebrews is that the system of Jewish temple worship
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and anima] sacrifices was being permanently abolished by God, and that any return
to that System on the part of Christians would be an act of unforgivable apostasy.

Uring the Millennium, we will continue to worship God in the Church, not in. a
Tewish temple with animal sacrifices: “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ
Jesus thy,

ughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” (Ephesians 3:2 1) “All ages”
rainly include the Millennium period.
not a retue S.Church is and always will be the “main event"’ ip God’s program,
aboyt heln'] 10 animal sacrifices in a Jewish temple. Sor.ne Christians are obsessed
for the MP ing 10 get a Jewish temple built in Jerusalem in Ofder to get things ready
Jerugg) 5 '"e'_m‘um, but the Apostle John, describing the Millennium .and the New
Lamp, M, Said, “And [ sayp no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the
are the tempie of it.” (Revelation 21:22)
in the ol de ;f' are those who have supposed that God never predicted the: Ch.urch Age
Messiap, b eStament - it was an afterthought made necessary by the' rejection of the
God diq Sy t}.le Jews, which supposedly took God by surprise. This is not correct.
pass, th, t‘:ec'ﬁca“y predict the Church Age in Hosea 1:10: “And it shall come t<‘)
Shall pe sai’:i the place Where it was said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it
2:23; « “nto them, Ye are the sons of the living God.” Now let’s go to Hosea
; Will sow hey unto me in the earth, and I will have mercy upon her that
" People, ang they she and I'will say to them which were not my people, Thou are

ow let yg g hall say, Thou art my God.”
“Even us, whom 1e1: 22:;; Paul quoted and applied these passages in Romans 9:24-26:

o called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? As he
€r beloyey :,ee. (Hosea), 711 call them my people, which were not my people: and
Where jt was sqiq Was not beloved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place
hildyey, of th ec;f | “n10 them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the
Gemiles, sing »ving God, Clearly Paul is talking here about the conversion of the
Cntiles, Whicz fml Romans 9:30-31 he says, “What shall we say then? That the
© "ighteousne 2 low.edm)t afier righteousness, have attainedto righteousness, even
€OUsnegg S Which i of faith. But Israel, which followed after the law of
A'ctsat N0t attained 16 the jaw of righteousness.” )

Pr0phecy o 15:13 ~18, James quotes from Amos Chapter 9, stating that this
Constry ¢ ion N 'eStoration of the tabernacle of David would be fulfilled, not by the
zf the entileOfa l'.teral tabernacle (tent) in Jerusalem, but rather by the ingathering
,oe Wken unto i:“.“n'g the Church Age: “James answered, saying, Men and brethren,
5 lake out of ;2' "meon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles,
of. (g)hets' as it jg " a people for his name. And to this agree the words of the
ity wid ,, ich Written, Afier this Iwill return, and will build again the taberr.mcle
w;,p" Thay the rls.fal len down; and | will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set
ar, M hame Zsidue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon
all g Wop S called, sqip the Lord, who doeth all these things. Known unto God
om the beginning of the world.” God’s work of uniting Jews and

11




. < nin
Gentiles in his Church was known to Him and pl@ned by Him from the beginning
of the world, and it was revealed in advance by His prophets.

THE GREAT REIGN ROBBERY - IS CHRIST NOW SITTING AND
REIGNING ON THE THRONE OF DAVID?

One of the dogmas of modern dispensationalist teaching is that Christ is notl tys;
reigning on the Throne of David - supposedly that throne stands empty,asa re:'-"/em
Christ’s failure to accomplish the mission and set up the Kingdom at His first a .
Let’s see what the Bible has to say about that. .

When the Angel Gabriel announced the conception and birth of Christ f;g:;
Virgin Mary, he promised that Christ would be given the throne of David: ; hi.;
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt cadthe
name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: ‘an g
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shlel retgnla'; i
the house of Jacob for ever: and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” (Luke 1:
33). .

) In this passage, the throne of David is defined, not in terms of any specific
location for that throne, but rather in terms of Who it is who sits on that t_l?rone%
Wherever Christ is seated on the throne, that is the throne of David. The dl.u‘atlofl o
Christ’s session on that throne is “for ever:” this would include the .Mlllenn;u;;
period, but not be limited to that period. To fulfill the promise that Christ woul i
on the Throne of David “forever,” we must have Him on that throne before
Millennium, and afterward, in the eternal state. That throne would not have to be 0;
earth - it could be in heaven. “Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne,. aZ
the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? Andwhere is the
Place of my rest?” (Isaiah 66:1 » quoted in Acts 7:49)

The original reference to the throne of David in 2 Samuel 7:16 tells us th%ft th;
throne of David is forever: “4nd thine house and thy kingdom shall be establishe
Jor ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.” There are those who
say that the throne of David cannot exist except on earth, specifically in Jerusalelrtz
or else it is not the throne of David. However, if the throne of David is “foreve.r,
then clearly it will continue to exist after the Millennium, in the eternal state, which
means that at that time, the throne of David will be in heaven. That being the case,
the throne of David clearly does not have to be on earth in order for it to be the t}}rolle
of David. It could be in heaven now. The throne of David is an office, not a'hteral
chair - wherever the holder of that office is seated, there is the throne of David. .
Psalm 89:3-4 also emphasizes the eternal nature of the throne of David - it 1S
not just for a 1000-year Millennium period, but for “all generations:” “I have ”"_’de
a covenant with my chosen. [ have sworn unto David my servant, Thy seed will 1
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f;; (: blis h. Jor ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.” Any theory
& Je:lsstr;cts the throne of Davidto a 1000-year period and to one location on.ean.h,
i ?Oem, does not do justice to the Bible teaching that the throne of David will
rever,
i A t.h(?ughtfuI cons
€ Possibility that the thro
Olyears afie

me as a child, whic

80overnp, One.  As a resylt of His first co

Chilg ;. ,otand peace a5

ud jg born, Unto ys g g
¥ the ;

h clearly points to His first coming, not
ming, there will be an increase of His
the Messiah sits upon the throne of David: “For unto usa
on is given: and the 8overnment shall be upon his shoulder
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the

nd iy h a"_fr and upon hig kingdom, to order i

L, and to establish it with Jjudgment
Perform ,h';z_",, efrom hencefope, even for ever. The zeal of the LORD ofhosi‘mwill
Can y,
Purpoge of seteti;jlarte Postula.te that our almighty and all-powerful God failed in His
When we are Spef‘ﬁcea ﬁ’lessmh on the throne of David as a result of His first advent,
E{a_ss? od faileq 1o Y told that. the zeal of the Lord will perform it and bring it to
Im f, Vthingo  CXTY out this Promise, then how can we ask our hearers to trust
Acts 2.7g_
ll‘)e:vviznh peCiﬂCalligfo?’rG ‘:‘; are told that Christ wag resurrected and ascended into
On e oS tobe op gy, ei’g‘;:i?s(t)g }Sllttllrzighon the throne of David. If the throne of
On the 2 We are clear) ) oOuld have stayed on earth in orc!er tositon it
DaVid, fDay; d ich)'l old that Christ ascended into heaven in order to sit
f'eelyss in heaye ot o & 1sa str?ng indication that the location of the throne of
se ulc}f; n10 oy the Let’s reafi that Passage: “Men and brethren, let me
haq SWo,.e S with ey iptgrlar(:h David, that he is pos, dead and buried, and his
Waoy, h ath 1, h? 03;1 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God
resurrec,:se rist to s::l’ that ?f the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he
COrrypy Y Fist, the on his throne; He Seeing this before Spake of the
being by - Lhig Jesus, hath -~ sou.l was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
Promise othe right hang odraised yp, Whereofwe all gre Witnesses. Therefore
Dayy is no,};eH  he Oat:xzhded’ and i.laving received of the Father the
: :erd' Sir thor 710 the hoen. :nse. bﬁ;r;;h thz's which ye now see and hear. Foy
ha house of] 8ht hang, Until 1 Ul he saith himself, The LORD said unto my
Ve Crucin o & ¥ Lmake thy foes thy footstool, Therefore let all
. Jiled, SSuredly, thay God h
: Thig Pasag ord ang Cpprt ath made that same Jesus, whom ye
Lo > for = nclusiy .
. fng Chrig; . POse fsittmga:r(lj til:ar onc aoming that Christ




sitting on the throne of David. But of course, the folks who ins.ist that we1 ;lre ?gvtv{:}:
in the Kingdom, and that Christ’s mission to earth. to establish a wor )’f D
kingdom was a failure, cannot concede that Christ is now on the throne o tha;
They read this passage and say, “It doesn’t specifically follow th.rough to Sfaye e
Christ actually sat down on the throne of David after His resurrection - therefor
is not yet seated on the throne of David.” ) .
¢ Not only is this an “argument from silence” which proves nothing, b:[tl rlr:
teaches that God’s eternal purpose, in sending Christ to earth and ‘hfm, raising s
from the dead, was frustrated and did not come to fruition. Yes, the original planw
that Christ would be raised up to sit on the throne of David, but things went wron%;
God’s plan was stymied by a bunch of pesky, rebellious infidels, and as a resua
Christ is marooned and exiled up there in heaven, uncomfortably seate(.i OI;I
borrowed second-hand throne, unable to sit in the throne of David for which He
specifically was resurrected.

i Thi}s' type of nonsensical reasoning would, of course, make Perfef:t sense tg
those who believe that God’s plan in establishing a Pharisaical Jewish kmgdml’)1 9
earth was brought to a screeching halt for thousands of years by the stub o
resistance of mere men. This type of god is not very powerful, he is pot able to brmﬁ
about that which he proposes to do, he is constantly running into unforese; .
roadblocks, constantly forced to take lengthy detours in an effort to o.vercon}e t .
resistance of men who sometimes appear to be stronger than God. ThlS god 18 nl?e
sovereign, his plans are easily defeated by men, and he does not inspire much in t
way of confidence. —

If we could ever understand the all-powerful nature of God, His tohe
sovereignty, His total control over history, and the impossibility of frustrating tid
plans of God, then we would instantly understand that when the Apostl? Peter si :
in Acts 2 that God raised Christ from the dead to sit on the throne of Da'v1d, then :1' ;n
is exactly what came to pass. We would understand that “all the promises of GO. <
him [Christ] are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.” (2 Corinthian
1:20) . e
In order to help ourselves to be convinced of the sovereignty of God Ok £
immutability of His decrees, let us continue to examine further the question 0
whether Christ is indeed seated on the throne of David. . s be
In Jeremiah 33:17, 20-21, the prophet Jeremiah states that there will alway:

; id shall
a descendant of David seated on his throne: “For thus saith the LORD; Davlc.it ; :}Ixe
never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel. . . .Thus sa
LORD, Ifye can break my

. d that
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, e‘;’; nt be
there should not be day and night in their season; Then may also my coOV

broken with David my servant, that he should not have a son to reign “P 0;10,;;:
throne; and with the Levites the priests, my ministers.” This would appear agF
conclusive that there will always be someone sitting and reigning on the 'Lhronh o
David, that the throne would not be left vacant for thousands of years, and that Chr
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1S now s;ated on that thrope.
. 0Se who ingig
ancieng Pharisaical del

nt Christ is on stand- i
ﬁ:’:eﬂ tho gh 1heSXpmesgzg];[ler; ;ZeSfUtlxe but somehow unable tonc?ot;);’ z:figiystt(:rfll;
oszyOESi tting op thy thr()};]el!n Cts 2 that He was resurrected specifically for
;Zilitn N earth, gi:r?f:lleihg;r(i:l:rist is reigning OW - supposedly Satan is stj]]
obviq etpt r oy thesolf) glrealt t\lllctory over Satan on the Cross. So we
Dy d Politica)) INcorre gical hoops are e

I .
OVer, n Reyelatlon 3:2]

5 C 2 . Saiie
et doyyy, h_w,] ! gran; to sit wl-]trI;St Says He is SItling on the thrope: “To him that
shoy, that“;;:h ™y Fathey. ;, hislth e inmy throne, evep, as I also overcame, ang am
ere : rone.” Some wil| i ’
- are € will use this v =
. ‘“ ? S-”
King q hf)s Who deny rlel °r t;)u he throne of God and of the Lamp as jlust orlllf:
Su - dlWlll 1NSist thyy « e ISt succeeded ip His mission to Set up the eternal
°PP081tlony 18 4 e O1¢” or “His throne are not the throne of Dayiq
Pes o o e morta] € the fone of Dayiq sit em b
bone Tebelg . on earth (o gie eterial K Smpty, because of the
ed ¢ i Ot it op the thron, ; Ningship, so because of those
Poing. ! suc ia.smy dusteq ¢ and rety; ©f David and has 1o make do with g
B t: Ateye Stinctjgy, as to th fieved from some celestial storage room
Stegy| * thropg . 1€ hames of the ¢, i :
Wh &l ey ) tSits op, o sthen ones in heaven are beside the
St rse ton the (> et}}:e Throne of David. ¢ i:\iﬁr Christ is locateq as He exercises
or White aing TP ! at eSitthe T rone o ]; office or Messnahshlp of the One
Carty, %R E’OUS thor ofhjs ¢ ice eve: haVld 1he  reSident ofthe United
w
mehesi it Fopg, ay leaye the coung en he steps oyt of the Ova] Office
e ed Sitig, 1 but he is stil] Ty and/or ascend above the surface of th
it Woul(}jlou or| (:()ur[l So f Day;i o President Similarly Christ retaj H'e
T ) Ins Hjs
2°‘ eﬂtitllel((; tl Ofger be I;,ea heaVenez%I?(rid;ljss of where Hig throne is locateq
R a1 Q e Op ourse] S
red:ehteral chh(?ldt at ofp; . O Of Day; because we\:;s down on Chyrigt s throne
Qhrisn}e Chria{r rth sanwhile, thoge who ms'e bt Cpessiah and e
ity by Stiang AV to mas 1st that Chrigp’s throne wil)
Moy 'S th e - It big enough illi
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Much as we would all like to have Christ personally present here on earth, it
must be better, at least for now, that He reign in heaven. We are told in Hebrews 8:4
that “if he [Christ] were on earth, he should not be a priest.” Christ’s presence in
heaven does not in any way detract from His ability to be a priest and a King: “We
have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in
the heavens.” (Hebrews 8:1) “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that i.'s’
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.
(Hebrews 4:14) Zechariah 6:13, prophesying of the Branch or Messiah, says, “he
shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest
upon his throne.” This could not be talking about any earthly king in the dynasty of
David, since the offices of priest and king were carefully and totally separated in Old
Testament times. Only Christ could be both king and priest.

The New Testament speaks of Christ’s rule as a present reality: “But unto the Son
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the
sceptre of thy kingdom.” (Hebrews 1:8) “For he is Lord of Lords, and King of
Kings.” (Revelation 17:14) There is no hint of a postponed Kingdom here, or of a
parenthesis in God’s plan. If Christ is now ruling as King, how can it be said that the
Kingdom was delayed, and that we are not yet in the Kingdom? Who ever heard of
a king with no kingdom?

Not only that, but we as Christians are already reigning with Christ in His
Kingdom: “And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and for ever. ” (Revelation 1:6) “And hath made us unto
our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:10)

Let us try to sum up the question of the Throne of David. The scriptural
evidence points to the these conclusions, that since Christ was resurrected specifically
for the purpose of sitting on the Throne of David, and that this throne can be located
in heaven, and that Christ is currently ruling in heaven, therefore the prophecy about
Christ sitting in the Throne of David has been fulfilled and is a present reality. To
deny this is to deny that God has the power to bring about His sovereign will, even
in the face of human opposition. It ignores the scriptural evidence showing that the
Throne of David is always to be continually occupied and that it is located in heaven,
not on earth.

Meanwhile, there is a total lack of scriptural evidence indicating that the
Throne of David is to be located on earth, in Jerusalem or anywhere, or that it is to
be associated with an earthly kingdom which was the dream of the Pharisees. If it
was God’s plan that the Throne of David would be on earth, then why are we
specifically told in Acts 2 that God raised Christ and exalted Him to God’s right
hand in the heavens, in order to reign on that allegedly earthly throne? If the
Throne of David had to be on earth, it would have made much more sense to
have Christ stay on earth and seek to claim His throne down here.

There are those who would have us to believe that wicked men frustrated and
thwarted Christ’s plans for earthly rule by their opposition, but the truth is that Christ
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art the Christ, the Son of the Living God;’ but he meant His Kingdom and Lordship
which was formed and came to be according to grace.” (Commentary on Acts 2:36.
Athanasius sees Christ’s Kingdom as a present reality, not postponed).

John Gill, commentary on Luke 1:32-33: “And the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David. Christ, as God, is the Son of God, as man, the son of
David; a name often given to the Messiah, and by which he was well known among
the Jews; and as Christ descended from him as man, in a literal sense, he had a right
to the throne of his father David. . . . but here it intends not his throne, in a literal, but
in a figurative sense; for as David was a type of the Messiah in his kingly ofﬁCE,
hence the Messiah is called ‘David their king,” Hosea 3:5, so his throne was typical
of the Messiah’s throne and kingdom; which is not of this world, but is in his church,
and is set up in the hearts of his people, where he reigns by his Spirit and grace; and
this is a throne and kingdom ‘given’ by the Lord God. The kingdom of nature and
providence he has by right of nature, as the Son of the Highest; the kingdom of grace,
or the mediatorial kingdom, the kingdom of priests, orroyal priesthood, is a delegated
on; his Father has set him as King over his holy hill of Zion; and he is accountable
for his government to him, and will one day deliver it up complete and perfect.

“Verse 33. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob . . . Not over the Jews,
the posterity of Jacob, in a literal sense, but over the whole Israel of God, consisting
of Jews and Gentiles. For as his father David reigned over the Idumeans, Syrians, and
others, as well as over the house of Judah and Israel, so this his son shall reign over
both Jews and Gentiles: his kingdom shall be from one end of the earth to the other,
even over all the elect of God; who in successive generations call themselves by the
name of Jacob, and surname themselves by the name of Israel, of whatsoever nation
they be; and this reign of his shall be ‘for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no
end,’ referring to Isaiah 9:7 see also Daniel 2:44. . ., «

Heinrich Quistorp, in “Calvin’s Doctrine of the Last Things:” “The fact that Christ
as the Son of Man will appear on the clouds of heaven is a plain indication that His
divine glory and the glory of His kingdom will be no earthly phenomenon, as the
disciples had supposed. He who in His incarnate life had hidden His heavenly
majesty under the form of a servant will then be manifest with all the tokens of the
power of that kingdom which is from heaven because it is the kingdom of God.
“This kingdom of Christ will be an eternal kingdom because it is the kingdom
of God. Calvin emphasized this with vigour. Hence he decidedly rejects the chiliasm

of the fanatics which would make of the kingdom of Christ a purely temporal and
transient one.”

Matthew Poole: “‘He would raise up Christ’ by the power of the Holy Ghost in the
womb of his virgin mother, as to his virgin mother, as to his incamation; and by the
same power out of the grave, In his resurrection. ‘To sit on his throne, ’ as Luke 1:32-
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33:notasa temporal king, for his kingdom is not of this world; but as David ruled
over all the people of God, so does Christ, and shall do for ever.”

. (Poole sees the kingdom of Christ as a present reality and as a spiritual
kingdom, not worldly).

Matthew Henry: “‘ The Lord said unto my Lord, * when he had raised him from the
dead, ‘Sit thou at my right hand, " in the highest dignity and dominion there; be thou
entrusted with the administration of the kingdom both of providence and grace; sit
there ag king, until I make thy foes either thy friends or thy footstool.”. )

(Commentary on Acts 2:35. Clearly Matthew Henry sees the reign of ?hr}St
on the throne of David as a present reality. If Christ already has the highest dignity
and dominion, this rules out the concept of a postponed kingdom or of failure to set
Up the Kingdom as a result of Christ’s first advent and resurrection).

Adam Clarke: Commentary on Acts 2:36: “‘Both Lord and Christ.” Not onl)'_ the

essiah, but the supreme Governor of all things and all persons, Jews and Gentllei‘,
angels and men. . . . It was indisputably proved, that this same Jesus, whom they ha

crucified, was the promised Messiah, and if so, the Governor of the universe, from

Whose Power and justice they had every thing to dread, as they refused to receive his
Proferred mercy and kindness.” : th

(Clarke holds to Christ’s Kingdom as present, not postponed - l,“le i ;
Supreme Governor of the universe. There is no hint of a deferred kingdom or o

ist Wwaiting for another chance to try to set the kingdom up).

Greg Bahnsen and Kenneth Gentry, in “House Divided:” “Here wehleaIT;ft:llf;

David’s prophecy regarding One Who was to sit on his thron(? was a prop. ect)_’ ey

TeSurrection,” . . . His resurrection began His exaltation in prer{aratlglnm‘l’e and

ascension to the right hand of the throne of God, the place of um‘;,ers- His rule

Authority, There He was ‘crowned with glory’ (Hebrews 2:9) o legIl’nter 3:22

(Romang 8:34, Ephesians 1:20, Colossians 3:1, Hebrews 12:2, Shet s
€velation 3202

. L] 1 t
3. Marcellys Kik, in “An Eschatology of Victory:” “The first W'scogﬁ::?: ;:::1::1
Which speaks of Christ being glorified only at His second ‘:jc,’mfnlgés on the way to
UPon the throne of glory now. Jesus stated to the two discip 3 OF 0 T
El'“malls, ‘Ought not Christ to have suffered these e ot a;eter on the day of
8lory?: Through the cross Christ entered into His glory. . ‘being by the right
Pentecost shows how God raised up Christ tq sit on His t(l;rot:le(en it This Paul
sl God exaled.* Thotaltefion®’ L0 e highly exalled him, and given

. Sae s o od a s
if;(; :t::!;;nwl;l;;l};r;gl:;;ezvh;’;é’;;e' ' The exaltation does not await the secon

f Christ are present.
Oming byt has already taken place. Th
19

e glory and reign 0

—



Christ is seated upon the throne of His glory now. After all the events which shall
take place at the second coming Christ will give up this Messianic throne of glory so
that God may be all in all.”

William E. Cox: “We should like to state that this teaching (that Christ aspires to sit
on the literal throne of David) is one of the many evidences of the weak Christology
inthe dispensational system. Even if God should resurrect the throne on which David
sat, which throne has long since decayed and turned to dust, it would indeed by a
demotion of the lowest order for our Lord, who occupies the throne of heaven, to be
a successor to a throne once occupied by an earthly king! . . . Our Lord has for nearly
2000 years occupied the throne of which David’s throne was a mere type. Peter
depicts this in Acts 2:29-36.”

Curtis Dickinson: “It is evident that David understood that the Messiah who was to
come from his seed would be raised from the dead in order to sit on David’s throne
while David himself remained in the grave. It is not after the second coming and
resurrection of the dead that Christ begins to reign on David’s throne, nor is it an
earthly throne in the land of Palestine, but it is the heavenly throne of which ancient
Jerusalem was only a shadow or type.” - “The Witness,” March, 1970.

L.R. Shelton, Jr. In “Revelation 20 - Past Present Future,” pp. 22-23: “Twenty-two
times in the Book of Revelation, the throne of God, the throne of the Lamb and the
throne of the saints is said to be in heaven. . . . You see, He [Christ] is sitting on
David’s throne now, the spiritual throne in heaven!”

Evangelist Ralph Woodrow, in “His Truth is Marching On,” pp. 65-66: “Those who
hold the postponement view say God raised Jesus from the dead so that later - 2,000
years or so later! - he would be exalted as King on the throne of David. But this does
not fit.

“The fact that there will be a resurrection at the last day was commonly
believed by the Jewish people (John 11:24). Had Peter been speaking of one taking
the throne of David AFTER the resurrection at the last day, the prophecy could then
apply to David himself or someone else. His whole argument would have lost its
point.

“It would be while David still slept with his fathers that Christ would be raised
up to sit on his throne. Unless Peter was making statements entirely out of context,
there is every reason to believe that Christ fulfilled this prophecy by His resurrection
and ascension.

“Having ascended into heaven, Christ ‘sat down on the right hand of God; from
henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool’ (Hebrews 10:12-13). We
read also that ‘he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death’ (1 Corinthians 15:25-26). He must continue
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to reign until death is destroyed. Since Paul, in this same chapter, says qeam will Pe
destroyed by the dead being RESURRECTED, it seems clear that the reign of Christ
had to begin BEFORE the resurrection of the dead. _
“Some think the throne of David can only mean a literal, earthly throne in
Jerusalem - a rulership over fleshly Jews in a postponed kingdom of tl:le .future. .But
even in the Old Testament era, the ‘throne of David’ was not a term lumted’s“tnctly
to David, but was also called ‘the throne of the Lord.” For example, we read,”“T hen
sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father.” (1 Kings 2:12), and a parallel Pla‘fZ
Zay s: ‘Then Solomon sat on the THRONE OF THE LORD as king instead of Davi
is father’ (1 Chronicles 29:23). .
“Peter preached that Chris?t has been raised from the deac.i and ex§lt’ed az King.
Davig’s prophecy has been fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. D'avxd s body saw
Corruption; he was not raised from the dead to ascend into heaven; his sepulchre v;ails
With them to that day. But Christ, while David still slept, has bee.n exiillted o: (:-
one. This view brings harmony to the passage and does not require a huge gap
artificial parenthesis of 2,000 years. ) .
“Butp if Christ’s exaltationyto the throne of Dav.ld has not occurred -T al?ec:e w‘:ﬂ) :ﬁ;
until after the resurrection - Peter’s message was simply not releva:;. Lo
© Very little, if any, connection, between what he preached on the day ,

and what he quoted from the Psalms. -

“The ‘throne of David’ cannot be limite e
Christ fulfilleq the prophecy by ascending into heaven wheae he mw:; zﬁﬁfdﬂfshm
and Christ, He has ‘the key of David’ so that He opens and no o l,(ey, S
and no map opens (Revelation 3:7). No oné takes this to mean

*elic handed down from the days of David.”

d to a literal throne in Jerusalem, for

i » pp. 466-467: “The
Hermap Ridderbos, in “The Coming of the Kingdom,” PP

i i it; namely,
r ion di i i cts in the time before it; !
e:ltl::cnon i i respee between Jesus’ exaltation as

ere is an intimate and indissoluble coherenc B oated o
¢ Suffering Servant of the Lord and his gloryhas the

al) Power apq authority in heaven s.nd on em;tss.a gl
e herence s oL o mha : laced Jesus on His right hand as a
O Lord and Christ. Butthe
His investiture with power
d in the resurrection

»

ke Acts 2:38 which is often

e thing’ viz., that for Christ, too the resurrectllonlme::;resse
accordance with Daniel 7, is even more clear Zd i
temem, ‘All power is given unto me in heaven a

? 93-94: “Our Lord \fvas %he

pp‘.that of the fruit of h1§ loins

: f the resurrection of

by the right hand of

Calyip Goodspeed, in “Messiah’s Second Advent,

- . toe s
a:tltyp ¢ of David. Peter declares this 8;;::;:?;; this spake 0
Chr?o‘lld set one upon his throne; he Peter further explains,

S (vs. 30-3 1). ‘Being therefore,
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God exalted,” through the resurrection, and most certainly, to this promised throne of
David, ‘and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath
poured forth,’ in the exercise of His kingly function on this throne, ‘this which ye see
and hear.” Peter further declares that Psalm 110:1 is an express prediction of Christ’s
exaltation to the throne promised to David’s seed in 2 Samuel 7:16, and from which
he has poured out the Holy Ghost (vs. 34-35). ‘Let all the house of Israel, therefore,’
in view of the argument he has just concluded - this house of Israel that has crucified
Christ and is expecting Messiah to come as a national ruler, as do premillennialists -
let Israel know assuredly the truth which runs counter to their bitterest prejudices
‘that God hath made him both Lord and Christ’ (v. 36). He is now, as Messiah, seated
on the throne of the Messiah promised to David and to his seed. Can this language
and this argument be forced to mean that our Lord was not to ascend this promised
throne, and to exercise His authority as the antitype of David, until thousands of years
should pass? Peter virtually says, Israel is looking for a Messiah who is to reign from
an earthly throne. He is to reign, but from the throne in heaven, whither He went
when He was raised from the dead and ascended on high. Do not reject Him as
though He were not aking. He is aking, and is now ruling from the throne promised
to His father David.”

“Christ as the Son of David has already taken up into Himself all the kingly
authority promised to His seed, and is already ruling on the prophetic throne of
David. . . . the promises that David should never want a man to sit on his throne is
fulfilled. Up to the time of our Lord’s first coming, the descendants of David
continued to have a kind of rule over the Jews. Since He came and ascended on high,
He has been exercising a higher form of kingly authority, adapted to the advance in

spirituality of the new dispensation as compared with the old, over the antitype of
Israel, and this is never to end.” - pp. 96-97.

Willard Ramsey, in “Zion’s Glad Morning,” pp. 69-72:” “It is not the location of the
throne that defines it as David’s throne; it is the person who sits on the throne. The
Son of David, wherever He sits, sits on David’s throne. . . . The throne of David is in
heaven today, because David’s Son is there today, sitting at the right hand of God. .
- . In setting the Davidic covenant in this relationship to Psalm 110, Peter positively
makes the point that the Session of Christ at the right hand of God is in fulfillment of
the promise that God ‘would raise up Christ to sit on his throne.” Otherwise he made
no point at all. It would be senseless to bring up the issue of the throne of David and
not mention the act of Christ which fulfills the prophecy. It is clear, therefore, that
Peter was making the point that David’s Son, in sitting at the right hand of God, was
sitting on David’s throne. . . . If there ever was One who could have made and
established an earthly throne, it was the Lord Jesus Christ. On one occasion the
people tried to take Him by force and make Him an earthly king (John 6:14-15). If
Larkin and Pentecost were right that Jesus wanted to be an earthly king, He had the
perfect opportunity. But they were wrong, and Christ rejected the offer of the Jews
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because He refused to be a King on this earth in this world.”

Ovid Need, in “Death of the Church Victorious,” p. 70: “Christ, according to the
clear words of God’s Spirit, ascended to the throne of his father, David (Acts 2:27-
36). When Peter preached that Christ ascended to David’s throne, as prophesied, to
rule over His enemies, the Jews cried out, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’
One wonders, consequently, if a reason we do not see men today pricked in their
heart’ is because Christ is not presented as He was by the Spirit to the first church -
enthroned as the King with total power and authority over God’s enemies.”

P arrell Bock and Craig Blaising, in “Progressive Dispensationalism,” 1993, p. 183:

EV‘_’ry New Testament description of the present throne of Jesus is drawn from
Davidic covenant promises. Repeatedly, the New Testament declares that He is
enthroned at the right hand of God in fulfillment of the promise given in Psalm 110:1.
This is a Davidic promise; it s the son of David who fulfills it. In Acts 2:30-36, the
'esurrection, ascension, and seating of Christ in heaven at the right hand of God
(Psalm 110:1) are presented in light of the prediction ‘that God had sworn to him
[David] with an oath to seat one of his descendants upon his throne’ (Acts 2:30). No
Other throne is discussed in this text except the Davidic throne. New Te.stament
descriptions of this enthronement at the right hand of God are often filled with other

AVidic features such as being exalted above all other kings, all 1:u'le, and all
Buthority, Having all his enemies subjected to him or in some texts waiting to l}yave
all things subjected to him are both descriptions drawn from Davidic promises.

G
George Eldon Ladd, in “A Theology of the New Testament,” p- 336-337: The netv(\)'
lledemptive events in the course of Heilsgeschichte have Compe“'ed Pf? .tlel;us
rQimerpret the Old Testament. Because of the resurrection and asce,nsl.o . oh ed iI;
Cter transfers the messianic Davidic throne from Jerusalem to God Str}ightilr::e of
aven. Jesus has now been enthroned as the DaV_idic Mc.:ssx'ah oy e Jesus is
avid, and is awaiting the final consummation of his messianic real_gl:1 ;1;1;“ 11 His
enthropeq as the Messiah, but His reign is not complete. He must reig
“Nemies are made a stool for His feet.”

v s ith His
Patrick airbairn: “But presently afterwards when the S p“gr?n?:ti:s:lerl;gj?’ ‘:‘:’t‘glted
*nlightening and elevating influences, he [Peter] prociaums xpressed, anointed by
10 sit op the throne of David’ (Acts 2:30); or, as it 1s again :e tliJng the ;pposition of
°d, according to the terms of the second Psalm ,.and no‘i’ md’s anointed King.”
Ungodly men, which was there predicted respecting theLow

Cor ge M 44 vidi \ of which
ur; M i ies,” : “The Da idic covenant,
n ray. in ¢ 'llenmal Studies,” p. : : i
h has been Sa"(li waSltO the effect that his seed would sit upoln his ltlloille ]a“d had
- tural ful llnlle’nt in the leign ofKing Solomon. Its eterna aspects nclude the
Natural fulfi
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Lord Jesus Christ of the seed of David; and in the book of Acts, Peter insists that
Christ’s resurrection and ascension fulfilled God’s promise to David that his seed
should sit upon his throne. (See Acts 2:30) Why insist, then, on a literal fulfillment
of a promise which the Scriptures certify to have had a spiritual fulfillment?”

Kenneth Gentry, in “He Shall Have Dominion,” p. 212: “The pattern of the New
Testament is: humiliation followed immediately by exaltation (John 7:39; Luke
24:26; 1 Peter 1:11). .. . We must recognize that Christ did receive ‘David’s’ throne
ordained in prophetic imagery (Acts 2:29-36; 3:13-15; 5:29-31; Revelation 3:7)

CONCLUSION: APPLICATIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

Do the topics discussed in this booklet make any difference, or are they just
a matter of hair-splitting semantics?

Does it matter whether Christ or Satan now rules the earth? Does it matter
whether Christ succeeded or failed in His mission to set up the Kingdom which the
prophet Daniel promised would be set up during the reign of the Roman emperors?
Does it matter whether or not Christ kept His promise in Matthew 16:28 that people
then living would see Him coming in His kingdom? If it is true that Christ failed to
set up that kingdom back in the First Century, can anyone produce someone who was
living in the First Century who is still alive today, thus absolving Christ from the
shame of having uttered a false prophecy? What confidence can we have in the Bible
as a reliable and inerrant source of doctrine and practice, as long as we deny the plain
statements of the New Testament that we are now in the Kingdom of God?

Does it matter whether or not Christ did sit on the Throne of David, according
to the sovereign purpose of God in causing Him to be crucified and then raised from
the dead? If mere mortal men were able to thwart and frustrate God’s plan at Christ’s
first advent, why should anyone have confidence that He will do any better the second
time around?

It is important to recognize that Christ’s ministry on earth accomplished what
was intended - His Kingdom was set up, and Christ now rules over His creation from
the throne of David. This understanding frees us from any necessity to deny or
explain away the many clear statements in the New Testament teaching that Christ set
up the Kingdom in the First Century AD.

This understanding does not in any way exclude the expectation that we will see
a much fuller expression of Christ’s Kingdom on earth, in times to come. Nor does
this understanding mandate acceptance of any particular, detailed system of prophecy
oreschatology. It does give all Christians, whatever their eschatological perspective,
a more optimistic view of what they can accomplish for the Lord in this age, having
confidence that Christ is on the throne and that their labor is not vain in the Lord.
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