ORIGIN, WORK AND PRACTICES

OF

ASSOCIATION BAPTISTS

CONVENTION BAPTISTS - -

Differences Shown and Modernism Exposed

By C. A. DARST

AVailable for FREE Distribution by the
'-sét Louis Area that are Affiliated with the

ARCH fq@'ﬁﬁ Aﬁeﬁcan Baptist Association,
286 [ .,‘o- W ;‘ 4
,= l" ""1' :‘:_ ...n,e

|
|
1
\
i Dar
|
|

N



ORIGIN, WORK AND PRAGTICES

OF

ASSOCIATION BAPTISTS

AND

CONVENTION BAPTISTS .

h Du LA W unlr\LUBMY
By CYA Dl o /
7144 Manette I“NBEL. MS 39440

St. Louis 20, Mo.

ey |

First Printing: June, 1951
¢ Second Printing: August, 1952
Third Printing: September, 1955




; _

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

OF THE

North American Baptist Association

The churches of this Association heartily subscribe to
and agree to defend and promulgate the historic Missionary

' Baptist Faith and Practice, the interpretation of which is
tersely stated as follows:

1. The Trinity of God. 7
2 Thg infallible and plenary verbal inspiration of the
Scriptures.

3. The Biblica] account of creation. :

4. The personality of Satan.

5. Hereditary and total depravity of man in his natural
state involving his fall in Adam.

6. The virgin birth and deity of Jesus Christ.

g. Christ’s blood atonement for fallen man.

His bodily resurrection and ascension back to His
Father.
9. The person and work of the Holy Spirit.

10." Justification before God by fai : !
ith 2
ture of works. y faith without any admix

11 Separation of God’s «children from the world. .

12. l\fVate‘r baptism (immersion) to be administered to be-
levers only and by Divine authority as given to Mission-
ary Baptist churches.

\ )
3. The Lord’s Supper as a church ordinance is to be min-

istered to baptiz : 1 ;
church capac?tlgrt.wed believers only and in Seriptural

Eternal security of the believer.,
(Continued on Page 16)
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WHICH—ASSOCIATION BAPTISTS
OR CONVENTION BAPTISTS NS

In referring to Association Baptists I refer to the group
with which I am affiliated, the North American Baptist As-
sociation, unless otherwise stated. When I refer to Conven-
tion Baptists, I shall refer to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, unless otherwise stated.

Churches of the North American Baptist Association
are known as Association Baptists because our churches as-
sociate together in our work. Our churches come together at
associational meetings in equality, that is, each church en-
titled to equal number of messengers, no matter the size of
membership, who are chosen by the church from her own
membership. rI‘lhese messengers receive direct authority from
the local church to do business with messengers from church-
es of like faith and practice. There are no boards to dictate
to the messengers. There are no centralized powers to whom
we are forced to look for our authority. The messengers are
subject to no one except the church that elects them, and
the church is not subject to anyone except the Lord Jesus
Christ, the Head. There are no boards to plan and make pro-
grams to be forced upon the churches. Even though we are
known as Association Baptist Churches, we are plain MIS-
SIONARY BAPTISTS. This is true in the local churches, in
the district associations, in the state associations and in the
national association. In other words, we are old time Mis-
sionary Baptist Churches working together in an associated
(association) work.*

' Convention Baptist Churches are called by that name be-
cause they are affiliated with the Southern Baptist Conven-

*NOTE: If you desire more information concerning the mission work
of the NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION or if you need
the assistance of a missionary, write Elder_W. J. Burgess, Secretary-
Treasurer of Missions, 824 Main Street, Little Ro_ck, Arkansag. Bro.
Burgess will be glad to visit your church and explain our work if your
church desires to know more about the scriptural mission minded as-~
sociation, or he will see that someone else will do so.
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tfon. Our Association Baptist Churches organized the associa-
tion by authority of the churches. That is, each local church
voted in business conference to enter into the associated
work. This is not true of the churches affiliated with the
_Southern Baptist Convention. The Convention was not organ-
ized or formed by the churches; it was formed by messen-
gers from MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, CHURCHES AND
OTHER RELIGIOUS BODIES. You may obtain a minute or
arm.ual of the Southern Baptist Convention and read the fol-
lowing paragraph from the constitution:

“The messengers from missionary societies, churches,
.and ot.her religious bodies of the Baptist denomination
in val'.lous parts of the United States, met in Augusta,
Georgia, May 8, 1845, for the purpose of carrying into
effe.ct. the benevolent intention of our constituents by or-
ganizing a plan for eliciting, combining and directing the
energies of the denomination for the propagation of the
gospel.” (Annual of Southern Baptist Convention, 1948,
page 19.) ;

NOW, WHO ORGANIZED THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION ?

i Ithwefs organized by individuals from “Missionary socie-
orge’m(i:z udlches and OTHER RELIGIOUS BODIES.” It was
SR Ze separate and apart from the churches, therefore
s frompzzr}'late, distinet organization. Not only did individ-
2 urches have a hand in organizing the Conven-

» but the individuals came from MISSIONARY SOCIET-

IES and OTHER RELI
GI y
and read it for yourself OUS BODIES, Obtain an annual

.

WH}IgEIZ P?IND WHERE WAS THE SOUTHERN
ST CONVENTION ORGANIZED?

It w i
graph quiste(c)irii::;zed on May 8, 1845, in Georgia. See para-
ve. The Southern Baptist Convention can-

not
ot date any further back ‘than 1845. On the other hand,
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there are active OLD LINE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHUR-
CHES, which have never been affiliated with the Convention,
that are older than the Southern Baptist Convention, that
are still doing business for the Lord. The Convention cannot
date back to the days of Christ, but Old Line Missionary Bap-
tist Churches, such as are in existence today, have existed
all along back to the days of Christ.

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
IS A CORPORATION.

9

The minutes or annual of the Convention tells us so.
The same constitution that tells us when and where the Con-
vention was organized tells us that the Convention is incor-
porated. The constitution of the Convention names a group
of men, and these words follow: “And others, either asso-
ciates and successors, be and they are hereby incorporated
and made a body politic by the name and style of the SOU-
THERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.” (Annual of S.B.C., 1948,
page 18.) This document was enacted by the Senate and the
House of Representatives of the State of Georgia in its Gen-
eral Assembly. Yet, there are those in the churches that are
affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention that will deny
these statements, but they ‘will not turn to their own annual
and read for themselves. The Southern Baptist Convention
is as much a corporation as any business that is incorpor-
ated. Who would think of the apostles, such as Paul, Peter,
John, etc., coming together and incorporate themselves into
a “Baptist Convention” under the laws of Palestine, Mace-
donia or.some other (province), and go out and proselyte the
churches of the Lord and get them to join the “Convention”
and send their money through its channels. Well, this is the
method and policy of the Southern Baptist Convention, which
is a corporation. If all the churches that feed the BOARD
would withdraw their money, claim their rights as churches
as they had before May 8, 1845, which is just a little more
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g}‘]‘:;c‘;]nees h:hndl“‘ed years”ago, and be like the New Testament
el ff(?l' BOAR]_) would soon go out of business. The
foadth % {lated with the Southern Baptist Convention

e Incorporated board, which is not a part of the chur-

ches and was or .
Ly organized separate and apart from the chur-

Let us keep in mind that the earl
y New Testament
g:supr;hesu tAtShSOCIATED together in the preaching of the
DOI‘ate’d these New Testament Churches were not incor-
does ovérnfﬁther did such a CORPORATION exist then as
AR ‘2 \?’Ork of the Southern Baptist Convention. Paul
chosen of th el? chosen by the churches. Proof: “Who was
grace,” T Cor cél.lfghes (plural) to travel with us with this
the c}’lurches P i "‘I‘hese chosen ones were messengers of
i - Proof: “Our brethren be enquired of, they are
IT Cor. »8.23ge;; Of;he churches; and the glory of Christ.”
A thes' h i us New T'estament Churches had messengers
e churches associated together in their work for thé

Lord. But nowhere do ¢
o ’ V f
mentloned in the Sci'ipt:fes_md an INCORPORATED BODY

trans

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
THE NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
' AND THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

What are the real differences between the North Ameri-
can Baptist Association and the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion? Let us notice the powers and purposes of each.

Under the law of the State of Georgia in 1845 the South-
ern Baptist Convention was “made a body politic, . . . with
authority to receive, hold, possess, retain, and dispose of pro-
perty, either real or personal, to sue and be sued, and to
make all by-laws, rules and regulations necessary to the
action of their business, not inconsistent with the laws
of this State or of the United States; and said corporation
being created for the purpose of eliciting, combining and di-
recting the energies of the BAPTIST DENOMINATION OF
CHRISTIANS, for the propagation of the gospel, any law,
usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding” (Annual
of S.B.C., 1949, p. 18.) )

Now, let’s notice the powers and purposes of the North
American Baptist Association, and then we will compare the
two. First, I will tell you what the Association is. In Article
IV of the Articles of Agreement, Yearbook, 1950, we read:
“This Association is, in its nature, the joint co-operation and
fellowship of the churches composing it. Each church has
a voice in every enterprise sponsored by this Association.”

See page o1.
WHAT DOES THE ASSOCIATION PROPOSE TO DO?

“It will exercise no ecclesiastical authority whatsoever, but
it will, by every precaution, recognize the autonomy and in-
dependence of each individual church” (Article V, p. 51).

Here are some interesting comparisons:
1. The S.B.C. is an “incorporated” body. Keep in mind

that this “incorporated” body is a separate body from that
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of the churches. It was not organized by the: churches.
On the other hand, the N.A.B.A. is not incorporated,

and it.is not“zf s.eparate, distinet body apart from the church-
es. It is the “joint cooperation and fellowship of the churches

. composing it.”

2. The 8.B.C. was “made a body politic.”

The only purpose of the existence of the N.A.B.A. “is to
gtn courage and foster cooperation of the churches composing
It In carrying out the will of our Lord as expressed in the

gre:(;:)commission as stated in Matthew 28:18-20” (Article IL,°

possfs:sT{let S_~B-C- h3:S power or ‘“authority to receive, hold,
haree S:lle ain and dxsx’)’ose f’f property, either real or person-
bo'd Olt?t?nd be sued.” This corporation, which was made a
progeft ;s ll():, thas 'f‘he authority, not only to receive and hold
LT y,e i .to” possess” and “dispose of property, either
S pe }‘SOH&I- Ix} other words, it has power ‘to take over
ure p}opel'ty without the authority of the church and
evenoagz&nt the will of the majority of the members
L n,1 e other hand, the N.A.B.A. “will exercise no eccle-
astical authority whatsoever” over the local church, but it

will “recognize th i ]
dividual church.” e autonomy and independence of each in-

4. The S.B.C. was or i
o ©.5.L. was organized or was “created for the pur-
1;30;; r})‘fse’:ll‘l%tmg, combining and directing the enerzli‘es §fpthe
ENOMINATION OF CHRISTIANS . . .” (S.B.C,,

Annug ;
cx’l%’f;‘f;a};;"‘f ’ Ealg)' What is the meaning of all this? ELI-
o DIRECTOm raw ou'f: QOMBINE means fo put “togeth-
tionary). What edans to “guide, govern.” (New Winston Dic-
and power to d~0 W have? The S.B.C. assumes the right
direct, guide, t i f}'Om the churches their resources, to
S 0 govern the churches. We see further proof
e fact that the churches MUST have friendly

1
N
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attitude toward the Convention, be sympathetic toward it,
and to channel their funds through the Convention or else.
The Convention tells the churches what to do. The great
commission was not given to the S.B.C. The Lord gave the com-
mission to the churches. It is unscriptural to lord it over the
churches of the Lord, see Matt. 20: 25-27. The N.A.B.A. re-
cognize the local church as the greatest and highest institu-
tion on earth. Our churches compose the Association and
DIRECT the Association, but the Convention directs and

controls the churches.

5. The S.B.C. does not practice equality of representa-
tion. One church is allowed ten messengers or delegates at
the Convention while another church can have only one. The
Convention representation is based upon the ability to pay and
the ability to pad the church roll See Article III, 1948 Ann-
ual, p. 19. Hence the churches with a small membership can-
not have the voting power as that of the larger churches: A
church with 500 members would be allowed two messengers
while a church with 250 or less would have only one. That is
what the S.B.C. constitution says in so many words. Here is
an example of such reasoning: A man that weighs 300
pounds should be allowed three votes, at least more than one,
when he goes to the polls to vote for an officer while a man
that weighs 100 pounds is allowed only one vote. So you see

there is no equality.

On the other hand, the N.A.B.A. believes in equality of
churches. “Bach church in this Association is entitled to
three messengers chosen from her own membership” (Arti-
cle III, Section 5). We believe that a church is a church, re-
gardless the size or ability to pay. A citizen of the U.S. is
allowed only one vote. If his size or wealth were the deter-
mining factors he might have more than one vote. Each local
church is a unit in God’s kingdom work, no more and no

less.
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THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION AND
CHURCHES ENDORSES MODERNISM

There are, no doubt, many individuals in the churches
and some churches in the Southern Baptist Convention that
still hold to the old time honored principles of the New Tes-
tament, but on the other hand there are scores of them that
have already repudiated the true doctrines that designate
old time Missionary Baptists from others. To these the doc-
trines and principles for which our forefathers died are
meaningless. Here I shall give you some information to prove
to all open minded Baptists that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention is courting modernism and that a great host of
churches that are affiliated with that Corporation have de-
parted from the faith. I am appealing to all sound Baptists
and sound Baptist Churches to throw off the yoke of bond-
age and cast their lot with a group of Baptists who are free
- to speak, free to write about, and free to preach the blood-
bought principles of the New Testament, and at the same

time enjoy equal voice and equal representation in our AS-
SOCIATION. )

MODERNISM IN THE CONVENTION

R DT B Alldredge, in his book, “While Southern BaP-
tists Sleep,” speaking about the Convention held in Oklahoma
Clty,“has this to say about the Liberals and Unjonizers:

As best I can learn the facts, there were 30 or A

great boards, nine groups of inflyential P25”

are being carefully protected ang shielded from attack; an

11
they are being put forward cn all occasions,” see pagé 20.

Then on page 24 he tells how certain councils are dom-
nating the work. I don’t have space to quote all of it, but
here is enough to give you the insight:

“Southern Baptist leaders do not know the invasion for-
ces of the Inter-Council Field Department, under the leader-
ship of the Federal Council and its six other affiliated coun-
cils, largely dominate the state of Virginia today, also the
Convention of Washington, D.C., and are seeking to engulf
Maryland and Northern Missouri.”

These quotations show that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention is directed and controlled by modernistic men and by
S}lt‘:h councils as stated above. Since Dr. Alldredge held an of-
ficial position in the Southern Baptist Convention for over 25
years, he has seen uniohism and modernism at work in the
Convention, therefore he should know wherein he speaks.
The Southern Baptist Convention is not only unseriptural in

}ts organization, in itg burpose, etc., it is unscriptural in that
1t C.ourts modernism, Dy, Alldredge and others offered a reso-
¥ut10n at the Oklahomg City meeting for the purpose of try-/
n.lg to head off modernism in the Convention, but the resolu-
tion was killed by the modernists.

THERE IS MODERNISM IN TH

Now, let usg turn our
ghurches have departed fro
practices that aye foreign to

attention to Some cases where
m the faith ang have adopteq
the New Testament,

IN ILLINOIS

0 quote g baragraph or so from “The

h is the official pa i
Per of the Illine;
I quote from February 20, 1948, isssulelz1 ‘0 o

the f(g'z:;l oi'ml(i)tr)lialsi(s)r‘gherg il although still
; an : ale
of the churches of the eastelmOdermsm L dTorking,

‘N part of the convention

; Just here I wish t
Minoig Baptist,” whic
State Convention,

Small,
Many

prac-
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tice open communion and receive alien immersion. The mod-
ernists of our convention have started their own magazine,
‘Christian Frontiers’ with editors prominent in our conven-
tion.”

It continues: “Although these forces of liberalism are in
the minority, they are growing. The forces of alien immer-
sion, reception of letters from apostate Baptist Churches,
Union revivals, pulpit affiliation, scoffing at the necessity of
repentance and the use of prayer in salvation are mere trends
toward more and more liberality and finally modernism.”

This was back in 1948, only three years ago. But since
then other churches have accepted alien baptism and many
sound Baptists have left the churches of that state conven-
tion.

WHAT ABOUT ST. LOUIS?
Dedication of Babies

According to the Wellston Journal, published on June 14,
1950, an infant son was dedicated in the West Park Baptist
Church. I have this article and the picture of the infant baby.
Other Convention Churches in the St. Louis area are known
to have already dedicated babies.

ALIEN BAPTISM

Several years ago a member of the Overland Baptist
Church, who was baptized by that church, came to the Beth-
any Baptist Church, St. Louis, seeking membership. A com-
mittee was sent to investigate the soundness of the Overland
Baptist Church. I have that report before me as I write this
article. Here is one question the committee asked Mr. Score,
who at that time had been pastor for 15 years: “Do you take
baptism from churches that are not Baptist Churches?” The
pastor answered: ‘“Yes, if they say they have been saved.”
That church had been practicing that for 15 years at the
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time the investigation was made. The investigation was made
at least 10 years ago. And mind you, that church is in the
St. Louis (Convention) Association. Letters and baptisms
are exchanged freely among those churches.

The Second Baptist Church has been ousted from the
St. Louis Asscciation (Convention). Why? One of the daily
papers had this to say, and I quote: “The complaint was
based upon the practice at Second Baptist Church of admit-
ting to membership in the congregation persons from other
denominations who have not been immersed in baptism as
required by strict Baptist doctrine.”

The complaint states that the church had received mem-
bers from other denominations who have not been immersed.
If the members received by the Second Baptist Church had
not been immersed then what kind of baptism had the church
received? If' it didn’t receive immersion, it had to receive

sprinkling or pouring. However, the news report says that it
was sprinkling.

The charge stated that the Second Baptist Church had
received baptisn'1 which was contrary to “strict Baptist doe-
trine.” The other churches would have recognized the Second
Baptist Church if she had received immersion from other
faiths, instead of receiving sprinkling. Strict Baptist doc-
trine requires more than immersion by other denominations.
True Missionary Baptists do not consider immersion by other
faiths as scriptural baptism, but the convention churches in
St. Louis recognizes such baptisms. Yet they claim that they
are ‘contending for the faith of our forefathers. May I raise
this question: Will the churches that excluded the Second
Baptist Church receive her baptisms? They accept.iminer—
sions from other denominations! In either case it’s alien bap-

tism,
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WHAT IS THE PRACTICE OF THE CONVENTION
CHURCHES IN ST. LOUIS?

A few years ago I asked a certain convention pastor this
question: “What kind of baptism do the churches of the St.
Louis Association (Convention) consider as being scriptural
baptism?”” T asked this question knowing that some Conven-
tien Churches in St. Louis had received immersion from
other faiths and these churches were not ousted from the St.
Louis (Convention) Association. The pastor answered: “We
consider any baptism that is by immersion as sceriptural bap-

tism.” I have a witness that can testify to the truthfulness
of this statement.

The above statement made by the Convention pastor is
also the practice of the Convention Churches in St. Louis. I

know of definite examples of open communion. Many, many

of them make it a practice of exchanging pulpits with other
faiths. Many of the members of the Bethany Baptist Church
are acquainted with a lady who united with the Fourth
Baptist Church of St. Louis on heér “Christian” baptism, that
is, 'she received baptism from the Christian Church in Her-
culaneum, Mo. This lady wanted to come from the Fourth
Baptist Church to the Bethany Baptist Church, St. Louis, on
the baptism that the above named Convention Church had re-
ceived. However, she did not come, because she refused scrip-
tural baptism. Again, the Pine Lawn Baptist Church has a

* member who has Methodist baptism. These are only a few of
the many cases that could be mentioned.

I am not censuring the individuals in thege cases; I
would like to help them. The blame and responsibility must
be placed at the doors of the churches and upon the pastors

who refuse to “preach the word,” therefore we should expose
their loose practices.

Dr. Paul Weber, Secretary of Missions of the St. Louis

(Convention) Association, admits that some of the churches
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receive alien immersion. In a letter to him I inquired as to
the practices of the churches as to baptism. He replied very
briefly and said: “Some of our churches accept ‘Alien Im-
mersion’—most of them do not.” But he did not answer this
question that was asked: “Do the churches consider immer- \
sion of other faiths scriptural or unscriptural ?” Why are the
churches that receive immersion from other faiths allowed
to remain in the fellowship of the Convention Churches of
St. Louis? Why did they merely point out the church that
accepted sprinkling? Is it because they wouldn’t have any
churches left if they drew the line and accepted only church-
es that adhered to true Missionary Baptist baptism ?

There are many, many more cases that I could relate
about the Convention Churches here and elsewhere, but space
will not permit. Modernism and loose practices are adhered
to on the wholesale order in a great host of Convention

Churches, and true Baptists need not be blind to these things.
Such churches are Missionary Baptists in name only;_they
are not Missionary Baptist Churches in faith and practice. .

May I urge all true Missionary Bapftists everywhere to
stand for “the faith” that was delivered to the churches of
our Lord Jesus Christ. True Baptist Churches should know
what kind of baptism they receive, and this can only be true
by knowing the church from which the baptism comes. It is
time for true Baptists to wake up, if they are not already
awake. Heresy is on the march, therefore we should be on

guard. This little booklet is being sent forth with a prayer
that Association Baptists might hear the trumpet, and that

we might be better prepared to meet the issue oi;‘ modernis.m

in the name of Baptists today. Association Baptists, th.at.ls,

the Churches of the North American Bapti§t Ass_oclatlon

have gone on record condemning open communlllon, Shzn‘:’):g
i iliati ism. May her fla

i lpit affiliation and moderfns3n . ;

Elsrir‘l';vgll‘l (Iif the New Testament principles until Jesus comes



(Continued From. Page 2)

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT
of the
NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
Establishment of a visible ’church by Christ Himself
during His personal ministry on earth.

World wide missions according to the Great Commis-
sion which Christ gave His church (Matthew 28:19-20).

Perpetuity of Missionary Baptist churches from Christ’s
day on earth until His,second coming.

That all Scriptural ehurches should ever be held as equal

units as to their rights and privileges in their associa-
ted capacities.

That all Scriptural associational assemblies and their
committees are servants of the churches.

That we brand as unscriptural open communion, alien
baptism, pulpit affiliation with heretical Ministers, un-
ionism, modernism, modern conventionism, one-church

dictatorship, and all kindred evils arising from these

practices.

We believe that baptism to be valid must be administer-
ed by the authority of a true scriptural Missionary Bap-
tist church, and we believe that 2 so-called Baptist
church which knowingly receives alien immersion is 1ot

a Scriptural Baptist church

, and its ordinances are not
valid. y

The personal, bodily and imminent return of Christ 0
earth.

The bodily resurrection of the dead.

. The reality of Heaven, involving Divine agsurance Of
eternal happiness for the redeemed of God.
The reality of Hell, invol

: ving everlasting punishment
of the incorrigible wicked.




