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PREFACE.

——

IhPS l tt a \ig ort h \Vlth a hope that
e tract1s nov SCnt f
1 a

aim is made
: T ay be one of good. No act]ler orin the
3 k. o her in the subject-m mpilation of
T ting it. It is only 2 -:O a somewhat
paanncryof .Prisi'zcts as any one ﬁ"d;"ect' Any one
such historical ¢ reading on the Su-Jted with th:}t
e ed coutse % self at all ”‘cq}l?m vith what 15
) ~.made hlmis already {ar'mhﬂ;a‘s been to put
class of-lneraturc,a ws. The object 2 oo whojcan
written in 1;.]1e$<3f Pﬂg for the benefito onsult larger
into convenient Otin':e nor the means.tc; i
command neither as will be of servxlc A s
gcnieich facts have been consulte ‘es and pur-
number of authors The circumst:mt:ve s
has been given ':il:::la'tion of baptism e}:;,ects to issue
pose of the admi es, as the author e passages
treated in these pag :111 exposition ohere A T
Rjirace embo(?}’":agnces of baptism.“’e d by the adve-
pach recox:d ol is generally clail assages which
was impomble: as nd pouring- The P il also be
cates of sprin]r.dl“gi:‘l a figurative Ways
refer to baptism

. R.A. V.
treated in the same Work:

82.
Meympuis, Set. 6, 18

R

—

S p———




ORIGIN

SPRINKLING AND POURING.

CHAPTER I.

i) HERE have been many boOkS and
7 I t}‘acts written upon the subject of bap-
324} tism within the last quarter of a cent-
5? ury. Every arrival of the mail brings
1 h,\,ls some.thing .“new,” ¢¢ critical,” and
inters ” on this subject; anc?, m
Correestmg, 3111 these pr0<.iuct1<.ms are rigidly
Concc't’ their a'u'thors being judges Every
eivable position has been taken, both as
to the mode and object of baptism, which either
the topography of the country, time of the day,
c?ndition of the atmosphere taste of the can-
didate, and physical ability of the administra-
tor could suggest, OF the meaning of the word
expressing the act, and words of kindred

form, together with the connection it sustains
to other words in the sente

what is most

nce, could possibly
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Wwarrant. The reader of this little book mU.St
pardon the author for a breach of custom in
not pretending to present the public with any
thing “new» on the subject. The only ob-
ject of the writer s to write a small tract
which will do 8ood. The only desire he
should have in expressing his own thought§,
and in collecting what others have written, 1s
to present the truth, Nothing but truth can

live, because nothing else ought to live in the
hearts of men and on the pages of books and
tracts. i i

SEc. I.—Spn’nldiﬂg and  Pouring did not
Originate wiy),

Christ and ), Apostolic Preach-
ers.

gued from the meaning of
Fhe Word in claggica) Greek, from its meaning
usage, and, lastly, from the

acy Purpose of its administra-

mstanceg and
tion.

L. From the meaning of the

term (baptizo)
T€SS ' the ‘act of

aptism. The

is used. Web-
Orcester’s dictionaries are referred
to when any 3

One wishes tq settle the meaning

k

POURING. §
ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND

is much

i language. There 15 min

e wcr):-)(limlc;l f(c));1 rdiﬂ'ergerlces as tc}: ::eirza;eaﬁ

I(:}oi‘('aoﬁis in a living language tc}mngﬁ_-gmw

for languages, like men,’ L

one, nd die. Any word i

FroH at be unchangeable 1n o
landguage lﬁzsonly to consider well €

and one

ing
. ry mean

i e to arrive at every

ample of its us

i hose
dit. T
given the word by those who use d to have

h ke dictionaries are sup,POz:e’ e
who ma B of a word s ey
Zi-ezx:r‘r]:;)rl)ése before they car;h gn;:rm Wi

) .
ing. Now, the meaning Ofince the examples
is not hard to determmer;usmerous. Dr. T. an
o e 2 o e o
Conm’lt = of the word in Sei literature
meanlng and user 7 period of Gree include all
i T evveor)d Qreurss Theyhers and by
o iven by lexicOgTaby = o this
SR i written professem zles added
Giaho ha\;e se, with the exa Iuse ME
R di’ng, exhaust the'zein,” e
g own rf:amture.” (“Bapt’ne hundred
oLt Gregloits ives us, in all ouse of this
6.) The DOCtO; ixamples of th: readily see;
e sevenltyfi(‘:' Greek. Onfﬁn‘g:a of this term
in clas ani
then, how easily the T

_
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can be determined,

ing that there never
irouble aboyt the mea
never been yseq by a

The writer feels like say-
would have been an?’
ning of this word had it

ny sacred writer, though
instances of its use, identical with those in
Scripture, are to be found in classical works.
But what do the lexj

€ons say about the mean-
ing of the word now j

Liddell ang S,op define laptizo: <«To dip

i to draw water; to bap-
“In July, 1843, there was publishe.d,
€at care, gt the Oxford University
he now celebrated and standarg Greek
- Liddell ang Scott. It was

Téat one of Passow, pub-
Germany, ppy embraced an amount

with gr
Press, ¢

—as not,
»—Dbut very far before

in the
€ Professor
on. in this

' In the meantim,
Drisler yaq bri 8ing out oy editi

RING. 7
ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND POU ddi
: ¢ corrections fmd < v
9. D0, hith hlsf;‘:nthis was pu'thl;edUt:i_
tions.”  Shortly a' anguageswinithe ;
Professor of Ancient La gmparing Professo
versity of Louisiana, on €O y of the second
e g eduginmihe ;OI;urprised tf) ﬁ“C:
published at Oxford, wthe term Baptizo, no-
that the literal sense Ofless ¢bathe’ be an ei;
implying imr.nerSion e(uir; the American,Pl\l\{)elic
ception), wlmi} \;fl‘”le London f[(o;/:},_ i
B _{)’01_1[:“ called to thlsl rz:me:i, in some
i ec;'t?)r having been bla t an interpo-
Ametr lCanf:jr lmaking 2 imp}f’ rtz:irrefended him:
uarters, > ok e
Eltion without aV(z}‘I‘a‘:‘{ihe’m eaning:htf ) ]::fujgﬁ,h
b ’Sh‘owmﬁtr upon,’ o dreg Sc,:ott from
ke ut by Liddell 'anthe first; this
quietly dasheddqtion gpecse s
their second edi y i)art of those G
RERCAon s had undergon€ their many
T lech(lmcowemtion the American
L anler edition of t brought out
Sy i Ano1t1;d for, it has be;rils own addi-
sl caDrisler. Among g esteemed. it
by Professor vions he has 1 7 E11gll§1’
tions and correc thing to the sect PRl
fitting to add azyto this word, bt;s g
edfitiohn sinz;;%:'awn all the sens
and ha
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Oxford edition has Tretracted.”
ress of Baptist Principles,”
179.) If there could have b
the whole range of the Gre
single example w

(¢“Curtis’ Prog-

ek language, one
here the word was used in
the sense of Pouring or sprinkling, these men,
who were members of the Episcopal’ Church,
would have foung it. Besides, if there could
be found ap example to-day, a large sum of
-ioney would be given to tha discoverer. If

. omnegan defines thig Word daptrzo: ¢To
Immerse Tepeatedly into 5 liquid; to submerge;
o soak thoroughly; to saturate, »

Larkhuyst defines it thus: <« dip, im-
merse, or Plunge in Water,”

a of simply dipping and div-
Ing, hut, Properly, it means to dip o Immerse
n water,
Dy, Anthon

s RING. 9
ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND POU

] ar
word is to dip or immerse, and ‘t:e:e?grlsimz
meanings, if it ever had any, all ;e di;1 dea.
Way or other, to the same eaf thge ques-
Sprinkling, etc., are entirely out 0
tion.” teras

Lrofessor Stuart, Professor of Sac'lr‘;io{;gical
ture, for years in the AndO\fer e
Seminary, gives the following et
"“Bapto and baptizo AT dlpf,\llplexicog"a'
Immerse into any thing liquid. agreed in
Phers and critics of any f"’te” a;;shvm Seai
this.”  (¢“Stuart on Baptism,

e 5I.
tl0'111"11(Ie)algj:;.tes D)r. Summers, of ’;;ingfsr scholar-
R vl fri;iecit'cflcllowing language:

i kes use o ) baptismos
f]‘a'lII‘)};eTrztxth is, baptizo, b"ﬂ’””ax’l srctlhi né’; dip-
imply plunging the whole p?;some whole or a
Ping a part of it; ’mmef'nging or dipping;
Part with or without plung

r-

Sy over the pe

overwhelming, by bringing wz:elgapﬁsm,” page
. «Summers O

son or thing.” (‘S

94:%116 “Encyclopae‘dna .Br
language on the Slll.)Je(Cit,ril::e
Zism : ¢ The word 18 ‘e iy
baptizo, the freql‘xentatlvtzrm 3
or wash, which 1s the

bilt Uni-

itannica’’ has this
the article on Bai
d from the Grec?
m of éapto, to dip
ed in the New
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Testament when
So much for the
baptizo, There
authorities op thi
sary, but as there
ion abont the clas
deemed unneces
Space,
23

the sacrament is described.”
classic meaning of the term
could be given many more
$ subject did it seem neces-
is so little difference of opin-
sic use of the word that it is
sary to occupy any more

in hand may ‘be
of the word baptizo

anslated
ek. The trans-
» and was
the course of many years.
S Were conversant with, this word

. A

URING. II
ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND PO

fitb
is evident from the constant ?Se' rq?i;eomean)j
Christ and the Apostles. Now, ;certained in
ing and use of this ?\'Ord'carf.li’ez very far in
the Septuagint version, it wl gin New Testa-
settling the probable meamng; 1o susedun iz
ment Greek. The word Japtizo ent down
Kings 5: 14: “And s ;: the river
and dipped himself seven _tm}esobedience to
Jordan.” This Naaman did in Elisha. The
the command of the _pwphe't Isaiah 21: 4:
word is used, metaphorically, il'l(me baptizei).
“‘My iniquity overwhelms me Apocrypha of
The word also occurs in thedith, “And she
Judith 12: 4. Tt is said of Jud1 s and went
Temained in the camp three f‘ )Bt;thulia, and
forth by night into the V‘:}li}: (t)he camp at the
Founiai of e Thre  anoter stance
ountain of was s .o W
of its use in Eccles. 34: 2st.]le defilement of
cleansed (baptizomenos) from fited by his wa_'-f/l'
a dead body, what i.s h(,:, pr;{ow this cleansing
ing if he touch it agam:d from the i,“StrUCt’llt“)l?:
Was done can be learn rophet Elisha.
given to Naaman by t)l;:sg the act of washing,
verb there used to €x]

n that
d to mea
nderstoo corres-
‘hich Naaman unc ordan, :
and which el e Al g
he should dip him translate

ere
ponds to the noun h

,_—_
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The nou .
(louo) };‘}g::t;on) 15 derived from the verb
of baptizo in thre all the examples of the use
Jews. There ¢ ¢ then sacred writings of the
be gotten eithezi-n N ",Y any sort of torture,
the use of the vy Sprlpkllng or pouring from
They coulq nv:) rd in the above instances
Sprinkling wasg tl? hav(a: learned here that
;le use of the Ver\}_; I;:;;?mg of baptizo. What
ew Te <rrso was in
consultinsgta:;:t Wwriters, ma)i bethl(:ei::ls 1(:;
ject.  There arI;etent authorities on the sub-
tarlnent Greek ‘S? gral lexicons of New Tes-
cal T.exi "' emer’s SR = 5
€Xicon” sayg. ¢ he pfeliltllelii"tcro;:\io}l?fsl:

: hristi
note immersjop o € of the word to_de-
Purpose — > Submersion £ igi
e Doee STl
all's Clayj ;
the word thy, VISuOf New Testament » defines
erly and try © “Baptizo, to im .
bR uYconcerning sa dmerse; PEors
cred immersion.”

Lexicon of New Testa-

a 3
%) Native Greek, e
ustWorthy. Tobhis

_
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“Lexicon of the Greek of the Roman and
Byzantine Period,” from 140 B. C. to 1000
A. D., he defines the word: (1) 70 42, im-
mierse, sink, with Jfigurative uses derived from
tis ; (2) Middle, to perform ablution, 10 bathe ;
(3) 70 plunge a knife; (4) To baptize.” He
says: ¢There is no evidence that Luke and
Paul and other writers of the New Testament
Put upon this verb meanings not recognized
by the Greeks.” So much for the testimony
O_f New Testament Greek lexicons. Such tes-
timony ought to put the truth of the above
Proposition beyond all question; but that line
may fall upon line, and precept upon precept,
reference will now be made to other writers
who have distinguished themselves as com-
mentators, exegetes, and historians. These
authorities are of that class of ecclesiastical
writers whose creed would lead them tO speak
very differently, but whose scholarship and
loyalty to the truth they will not sacrafice at
the shrine of a mere creed.

Dr. Cunningham Geike places himself. on
fecord in the following language: uAblutlo'n,
in the East, is, indeed, of itself almost 2 relig-

lous duty. The dust and heat weigh upon the
its removal 15 ré-

spirits and heart like a l0ad;
freshment and happiness. It W25 hence, 1

‘_.-_




T OR
4 IGIN OF SPRINKLING AND POURING-

Is);s:;:lletr:"v Tee a convert go down into 2
o d;sap , ee “worn and soiled with dust, and,
e freshl ‘al:llllg for a moment, emerge puré
suited ané ir:ltlt gile-clng, hat: the sybe,
e erII)reted a strong craving of the

- It was no formal write with

John, | ;
a sacred s. b Bathing, in Jordan, had been
N ymbol at least since the days of

aam; . .
strict a:n,dbﬁtlsr:”};;lernb”’ by one like John, with
Vows of amend e confession of sin, sacred
if they proved Ee’}t’ and hope of forgiveness,
tion for the MGStl-ng’ and all this in prepara-
IEW in Tgrae) ’;SSlah‘, was something wholly
Christ,” pages ; (““Life and Words of
beautiful deg 395 and 396.) Again, in his
o thiscrllptlon of John baptizing Jesus,
longer, anq lea?guage: ‘“John resisted no
Tite was D’erf Ing Jesus into the stream, the
Such an g¢¢ Ol"med. Can we question that
Lord? gjg Vas a crisis in the life of our
other mep inp;ﬁfec,t manhood, like that of
doubting it things except sin, forbids our
02' and pure before sinking
o L }:'t have risen from
: igher glory in his
era haq openeI:jI,lS Past life was clct);sed}; 1ann:w

lager, veiled frop,

Countenance,

the world, he was hence-

-

Hitherto the humble vil-

A

ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND POURING. I5

forth the Messiah, openly working amongst
men. It was the true moment of his entrance
on a new life. Past years had been buried in
the waters of Jordan. He entered them as
Jesus, the Son of Man; he rose from them the
Christ of God.” (*Life and Words of
Christ,” pages 413 and 414.) The words of
Canon Farrar are equally explicit as to how
John baptized: ¢So Jesus descended into the
waters of the Jordan, and there the awful
sign was given that this Was, indeed, he that
should come. From the cloven hea\{en
streamed the Spirit of God, in a dc).ve-llke
radiance, that seemed to hover over his head
in lambent flame.” (‘‘Life of Christ,” vol.
I, page 117.) Every body knows what Dean
Stanley said about the subject of baptist, for
his manly concession made all men.seek to
read his words; but it will not be amiss, ‘hf;“:'
ever, to quote him again. He says: This
leads us to the second characteristic of the act
of baptism. ¢Baptism’ Was not or.lly a batt}lll:3
but a plunge—an entire submersu?n in it
deep water; a leap, as into the rolling s€2

i moment, the
the rushing river, where, for 2

a nd he
waves close over the bather's bess: :ve- or
emerges again as from & momentary grave’ :

ges ag _path—the rush ©

it was the shock of 2 shower

4_.—
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Water passed over the w

acio
aithi:stl‘::sf,zli? S0 as to wrap the recipient a5
was the par :_’f a splashing cataract. This
Apostles laiq o the ceremony on which the
them like 5 bso. much stress. It seemed tO
the rising up unal‘ of the old former self and
Paul Compare(‘;ga:m of the new life. So St
through the roar'lt to the Israelites passing
elSERh g s TS of the, Red joty
Waters of the f 1€ passing through the deep
00d.  “We are buried,” said St

Paul, < i,
) ’ Ch . i
that like 4 Tst, by baptism at his death,

Chri ;
should wajy ; hrist was raised thus we also
Was a chan I newness of life.? It
and Strugglge & cted only by the san;e effort
mer or ap, a;s it which a strong swim-
into the strear:emurous diver throws himself
and comeg up w;ﬁd- struggles with the waves,
depths Increa
of sed en
s the dark abyss,” Azrf?’y o}l-:t of the
" pass . ain, he says:
sel.f, or the ﬁrts(; th.e changes in t}’1e formyit—
UNiversa] Practice t?;teen centuries the almost
We reaq j Of baptism :
In the was that of which
New Testament, and which is

the ver
Y meanj
Mg of the worq baptize—that

thOse

\Vho we g

merged, jmpm, "¢ baptizeq were plunged, sub

g 1 € sup-
Water,” g(( 3 éhl'is‘

hole person from ca-

ORIGIN OF SPRINKLING AND POURING. 17

Again, let Canon Farrar be heard on this
subject. He has indicated to us how Jesus
was baptized. He is equally express as to the
baptism of the Roman Christian: ¢The life
of the Christian being hid with Christ in Goq,
his death with Christ is a death to sin. His
resurrection with Christ is a resurrection to lif<.e.
The dipping under the waters of baptism is his
union with Christ’s death. His rising out of
the waters of baptism is his resurrection with
Christ.” (¢‘Life and Works of Paul,” vol. 2,
Page 220.) Again he says, in his comments’
on the Epistle to the Colossians, chap. z: IT,
Y2: “Their circumcision was spiritual and
had already been performed, not by human
hands, but by Christ himself; not as the par-
tial mutilation of one member, but as the
utter stripping away from them the'whole
body of the flesh. It was, in fact, tf.lelr bap-
tism in which they had been buried \V)t}]

m through their

Christ, and also raised with hi d him
faith in the power of God S WHORIESS

from the dead.” (Page 461.) Want c;lf sp}z]l;:-a
forbids the giving of more than one ott}: S
torian. Conybeare and Howson glvg e
lowing testimony in their < 1Life and Plb -
Paul:” ¢ With him, therefore, We welx;c? c‘;eath
by the baptism wherein W€ shared his

I §
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(When we sank
raised from und
Was rajseq up b
We likewise ;

beneath the waters and we.l:;
er them), that even as Chnso
Y the glory of the Father, ’f 9
ght walk in newness of i e'n
foot-note: ¢« Tpis passege ?ad
not be understoog unless it be borne in fnlﬂ”
that the Primitiye baptism wag by jmmerslon'r
(Page 497, cheap edition.) Only brief rel’i_
ence can pe made to Commentators, :m_d, i
deed, it 1o0)s like a work of supererogation t‘f
Sbend any ngpe time or Space in citing author
Ities op the subject,

Bishop Ellicotyg COmmentary, edited by
Professor 1. - Plumptree, 1, D., on Acts
% 41, conrajng the following : ¢« Tpe large-

as been urged as render-
the baptism wag by affu-
Y immersiop, On the other
hanq, (1) Immersjq,, had clearly peen prace
ticed py ohn, ang yy,q nvolved iy the meantng
o the 0rdiiang iy o not likely that the rite
s‘hould have €N curtaileq of its full propor-
tions g¢ the 34 (2),. The Symbo]}c
requires Immersion, in
¢ clearly Manifested, and
Omans, ¢, 4 and , P » 3% 21, seem
Y the more complete

e sw1mming-baths of Bethesda and

e

19

NG.
POURIN
ORIGIN

. e Vil'gln!
: he so-called Fountain o:ht: bathing
Siloam, or t le inclosure, or ¢ Josephus
near th? .ter:lhll Tower of Antom:lt (e ditopoake
iaces w“hmg may well have help e gives us
\Vars,” Yor 3y ), » The BlShop heihe manner
the procgss ea(s,i)r"t]le term b'aI.)t.lZ_O, and proba-
the mea}nmg ism, ibe Posslb'llltlecsrsed Shathe
of .J‘ohn s bap conlesabeing xmmh interpreta-
bilities of the p land intimates t e.o passages
day of 'Pentecoslt& be given to the t\l‘ thofoor
tion wh]ch‘ shouMeye: pre-eminently say about
cited by him. is century, has this \t;ark 7t 418
mentator of th‘ls he exPresSiO“ i l‘n'ng of the
Mark 7: 4: «T tood of the was 1‘ the word
hot to be unders immersion, which the New
hands, but of .ant}l]e classics and tl;:e context,
always mean;l':? is, according to
Testament ; ths

nts
: F is comme
bath.” Again, in hi

. a .
the taking of a

. ou
baptize Yy
«« He shall ,I,) says
hew 3: 171, vith fire,” he s
of Matth Iv Ghost and. v meaning of bap
with the Holy dance with the stood instri-
“en (in) is in accor t to be unde'r in the ele-
: 0 7
g (lmmerse)’m? the Contraryicés,place-" I;;
mentally, bl.lt’ he immersi(?n taIO: I, 2 “All
ment wherein t ¢ Corinthians ik fand ;to
; s on
s sremarks Oyere under thed were all un 5
our fathers “h the sea, an the sea,”—¢%
passed throug Joud and in
in the ¢
Moses in t

___.__
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Jpheley =t tisays he, ¢“is local, as in dapti=o
o hudati (Matthew 3: 11), indicating the ele-
ment in which, by immersion and emergence,
the baptism Was effected. Just as the convert
Was baptized in water with reference to Christ,
S0 also that Ol Testament analogue of bap-
USm which presents itself in the people of Is-
faclat the Red Sea, with reference to Moses;
Was effected in the cloud under which they
were, and in the sea through which they
Passed.” The above Citationsy thavel been

chose.n With g view, first, to bringing out the
Meaning of ¢

he word denoting the act of bap-
tism, byt regard has been haq to the passages
;reated by the authoritieg quoted, since these
t:e"eh:een frt_i(.]uently‘ brought forward to show
ol I;0<S)Slb1hty of immersion being referred
i) 2idcan c]fnm t.hat the position t}?at
o afd‘ ; Pouring did not originate with
rash, anq untfu: Postolic Preachers is hasFy,
any thing, SHRLLE testlmony can establish

it woulq seem th 2
at ition
has beep establisheq that propos

s ”’al; s[?;‘z'fzzl ¢ L70position next 1o be established
in, o : o]
dun},g the first ;f; Dand pommg did not originate

& the Clryys S em/mndred and twenty-fiye years

t mighy $
8At be gaiq that Immersion was the

2I

ING.
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thirteen
: ice for the first
almost universal practice Thetabeverens
hundred years after Christ. o, anpealied
sition can not be settled by 1a-}"ca1 consids
syntax. No grammatical o ef[}he uestion
erations can be of anyjserviCces " theq Barkof:
is one which must be referredtios there given
history; and whatever JUdgm: nwill be impar-
verdic :

must stand, for the ve £ settling
tial. The }ustice of this methOd-oﬁs is uni-

conlxplicatcd and important questi
versally recognized: e Dean
y 5 : he

e first authority that t
St"lln};ey +41% Whetecani be 9 que\s;::lf; meaning
original form of baptism—t-he rsion in the
of gthe pord=swas cOmPs lﬂLm: for at least
a
deep baptismal waters; and t i
four centuries any other form the case of
: ]
i ded, unless T
OnFdISreRatE S nal, alm
1({1110«‘7vnous illness, as an .e;\ceptlo th; Eastern
anb? s, case. To this formd the most il-
ou . ;
I(Ifllcl)lrll:cil sti’ll rigidly adberes; z;n of it, that of
lustrious and venerable pOrag

repudiates
: e, absolutely T€P ol
the Byzantine Empire administra

de of
and ignores any oth(?r To (¢ History of th?
as essentially invalid. o Again he says:

e .
Eastern Church,” P38 e
¢For the first thirteen

; as
. tism W
universal practicé of bap

s the almost
that of which

_
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We read in the New Test

ament, and which
the Very mean

ing of the word baptize—that
those who were baptized were plunged, Slfb'
merged, immerseq into water, That practice
Is still, as we have Seéen, continued in Eastern
churches, Bal)LiSm’ by sprinkling,
vhole ancient church (ex-
of death-beds or extreme
aptism at g, Almost the
as the heretic Novatian. . .

Cept in the rare case
necessity) as no b
first €xception w
Itis a larger ch

e L © 8reatest and most dan-
gerous Innovatjoy » (““ Christiap Institutions,”
Pages oy :

el T 22023.)1 Ry Dr. Schaff, now of
. 9K, sayg. “Immersion, and not
sprmklmg, was q

} Nquestiongp) the original
form, This ig shown ) =

2V the very meaning of
ordg bapl:zo, liajm'.rma, and Japris-

—
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. ” (u His'
i the rite.
designate g
e u(SZGhd ”tc;nge 488.) These are lu(smturies
. : e C
"}II:;’: writi,ng about the ﬁrsst th;;zander gy
W :
istian Church. ' Ay
of the Christian s
iti t the same pel s 17
'hen writing abou : W
“}:::t to theg form of baptlsmt,.tiltion L
& iginal instli .
i i rigina t ol
ty with the o i .
fofn?‘g).’l import, perform.ed by hl i
o'ngmf entire baptism 1nto tbe A
ls)]g.“ o entirely penetrated1 y sl
elng = » yol. 1, g i
“hristi History, =y
(“LhrIStlap writing about the same P
Coleman, in .
says: ¢In the church, 1Im
to the age of the'Apost };::, i ik
ing, was undeniably t P
gapt;sm The utmost t

. is that
eriod, 1S tion
: in that early P an excep
spnnklln[? ]:C;ssit)’, permitted as an
in case of n

: 11 estab-
p t is soO we 2
This fac authori-
1 rule. dduce autl
to a general rere needless Fo a it
lished that 1t w . (““Ancient e
T O{I‘;u.: same testlmogy Guericke,
@
page 395.') Gieseler, Hagenl:zl <;thers, but
by Moshelm,rdza Brenr a of more than
e fo,rbids the cmngr Stuart, of
want of space i Professo of this sib*
therifaUEiOH HEAHOLS S st
G loses his inves d terms:
c o sure
Ando_vertfhe following mea
ject in

_

mediately subseq1:je.nf
immersion, O 1pf
on mode O
be said of

it was,

er,

e
——
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enough. LA
: 5 1t 1s a thi
viz., th - 1ng mad i
: d, C At e out, says Augustl
ndeed, all Dlacticofolal i :
: L e immersion. S0
nvestigated thi ers, who ha ,
P e T o ave thoroughly
e x:e Nsage of ancie,n tci)'ncludc. I know
: more cl imes whi
how it is pos:';ly made out. I c}:ﬂCh seems
- . 1 ; =
examines the sube- for any candid ma?]Ot Sﬁe
) g : :
here is but Ong 149, Nashville editi
glve more satj ¢ thing which l K‘m.)
correctness fleaCtion to the (;: Ao )
orre 5 : rea
ginning of th-the Position assum el
some referenés section, and th :d. a;theilic
- a 1
:Hters of theei- made to this i ONERS
. T
ezc_es are not SOlme designated ';‘tle R
s SilySbe addednumerous but th 2
Pace. Hermes without dema at.they 0
(150) has this tondmgb s
o say by way
nce: ¢¢But this seal

of r
o
ater, i S
» 1nto .
which mep d
e
scend who are

bound
. to d
t eath
;:gd to life :rb“t those ascend
- To
the kt'hey make ys them that seal kit o des
i Sdom o, ¢ of it, that ig|disclosey)
Sl3 g' I his Ap (I}Od'” Justi they may enter
biect ; 0 n
ject in a way ;:%{’ makes reléa“yr, A. D.
er peculiar bre? £ettoatht
, but still there

can be
lie 10 misun
Vers or c0nvederstanding hi
Its) are leq 01:: :bu They (be-
y us to the

S ————
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{’l]lzce where there is water. - * And in
name of the Father of the universe, the

L
ord God, and of the Savior Jesus Christ,

a o
nd of the Holy Spirit, they wash themselves

v ;
;;t}\lv;‘sﬁz? leading.him who is to
o L to t}}e bath or washing place.
R ”15 1<;:nl|ghtened is washed, or washes
Slladed. ! roff:ssor Stuart says: I am per-
S at this pz.zssage,'as 2 whole, most
1 y refers to immersion. For why, on
tnY Ot.her ground, S
is E:a;m;lited go out to the place where there
Whatler There can bg no doubt about
- he mf?ans by baptism if t?le followlng are
T in mind: Fo.r, b)'r an image W€ die 1n
o Cnll" bl}’t truly’ rise 11 tl}e flesh, as did
L hrist.” Agam, Tertullian (200) says:
immrf:ow ye not that s0 many of us as were
rsed into Christ Jesus were immersed

ltl'lto his death? for by an image we di€ in bap-
ST three times im-

omewhat more than the
he only requi i

mersed, answering $
Lord prescribed (for
I‘!‘\ersion) in the Gosp€:
As of baptism 1
we are immerse

that we are freed from S
¢ ere led to 2

Alexandria (x180)! 58Y5¢

res one 1m-
» A ain, he SaYS:
a bodily acts that

tself there is
gpiritual effect,

hould the convert who 15 .

—_—
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bath as Chri
and were t]i:izvas conveyed ito the sepulchel,
three days b it l,),aptlzed, to signify Christ’s
lem (350) Sllrlal, Cyril, Bishop of Jerusa
t}'1e sins o’f t}?g s‘: * For? as Jesus, 2ssuming
sin, he might ra?’Orld, died, that having slain
$0, also, those i thee up in righteousness;
going down into the water, and

b
anner buri
u :
ried in the waters, as he in the

rock

, art rai

life.” aised again, walki 1 o
3 gain, walking in newness f

3 The :
things ye wers;m;e writer says: ‘‘After thesC
font of tl i (‘Zd: by the hand 5
Chri heldivine: i , to the sacred
e o the s (baptism), 25
nd each w ss to the pre
as g . prepared b.
(S)f?h.e Fatherg:;:;ed ke believespinr thetrcl)::l’le
aplnt; and y’e pr fof the Son, and of the Holy
nd sank go ofessed the savin fessi
3gain come u“'n thrice into theg profession,
. . A
0W1ng fOrth t}?’ an(.l there, by ol Valt)er, an
5135(’"400)- : beunm of Christ.” Yé‘}ll ol shad-
own, the i or to be bapt] . rysostom
> then to aptized i
inent into the jmerge as a S}’mbéland to sink
the ascent fnder-\vorld (oet of the de-
calls the papg rom thence e grave), and
burieq the:ptlsm the burial. Tl.lerefol-e’ Paul
death » efore, with him’ Szymg: We were
» by baptism into

buri . gain
uried in the e’a?fhsal))'s: (e
» bore 4 1s body

e w 3
world ; s alst:r fruit the salva-
Ours, buri 1
ed 1n

tion of

| T
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bore for fruit righteous-
ten thousand
1 gift of

baptism, in baptism
ness, sanctification, sonship,
benefits, and will have also the fina
the resurrection. SInce, therefore, we, -
deed, in water, but he in earth, and we in 1€
spect to sin, but he in respect to the body,
was buried on this account. He did not say
planted together in death, but in the likeness

of death.”
Athanasius,
says, in a sermon on the
benefits thou wast baptized, O newly enlight-
ened. The initiation into the grace, O newly
enlightened, has become to thee an earnest of
T cairection:, . Thouphask the baptism S

a surety of the abode in heaven-: Thou didst
imitate, in the sinking down, the burial of the
s from thence,

Master ; but thou didst rise again

before works witnessing the wor
Nazianzen (born

urrection.” Gregory

330), in a sermon o0 paptism, mMakes use of
the following language: <« Let us, therefore, be
buried with Christ Y , that we may
also rise with him- n with him,

that we may also be ex? L(.:;:. ucsl
come up with him, that W€ may be glorihie

with. him.” . Ambrose (born 340) u;es t];ls
i ce:
in refernng the ordinanl

Bishop of Alexandria (329)
passover: ‘‘In these

language,
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Syrian dipped seven times
l.)u,t_tholl wert baptized in
hinga % - - . Hold fast
% and dl%stln'thls fa'lth. Thou didst
as though Co-interred < 2gain to God; and,
B w1t'h him in that element
-vIng died to sin thou wert
fe feternal_ XA et bR
St down, thoy hast taken on a
l?urial. Thou saidst, I
Sink down ; that is, was
1als in baptism, since there
sink dOW:Z:h, Without doubt, whilst
: of the o T1se again, there is a
which Are) re Tesurrectiop, » Ifauthonto
Pendeq %ﬁrded as reliable can be de-
lisheq be}'on’ ¢ secong Proposition islestabs
Mony of ¢ 2 reas.onable doubt. The testi-
f::,dd citatjc,ns a:omllxts}:orians has .been given,
ik
sition "; the very time reef;:;ﬁs of ithosclwhio
Of wha a; 3¢, and 41 o in the propo-
tancy, then Tmed, ‘here Shon?rm the trut.h
Pouring Wer;l AMrming th;zt 2u d be‘no hesi-
dllring h 10t knowy, and Sprinkling and
Sufficiens - ot tWo 5 a did not originate
More coulil)r(])f’f has peep ogUarter centuries.
€ addeq yq,, .°red, but much
It desiraple,

|
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CHAPTER II.

When sprinkling and pouring did originate,
and why?

SEc. 1. There need not be expected much
historical testimony on this subject, but history
s sufficiently full and clear to establish, be-
yond question, all that is claimed in these
pages. There are ample reasons why the his-
torical data is so meager; reasons which.the
candid mind does not and can not question.
The first instance given of any thing else than
immersion for baptism occurred about the
middle of the third century. The case was
that of Novatian, to which reference was made
in a quotation above from Dean Stanl.ey.
The best and most satisfactory way of dealing
with this example, is to give the circumstances
as they are recorded by Neander, as taken
from Eusebius: ¢ Novatian had been thrown,
by fierce conflict from within, from an earnest

state of mind into one of those states usually
as a demoniacal pos-

considered, in those times, ! s
session. This was for him, as 1t was for
the hard way to

many others of that period, !
faithy From this violent convulsion

of his yhole being, he [l 1210, XFAL Sk RARY
| .;i\-f:ﬂ‘:l-‘.‘:::‘»f_-,‘i'.: '.}'.:;:ist College
39440

Lautrel, IViississipph

L i
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ness
cal C’u‘:: emI:e first resulted his entire and radi-
faith be'camr; e CRHIse of this sickness, his
near at hand ]esmbhs.hed» and, seeing dea
bed. He f(’)u:zi received baptism o his sick
and sanctifying in Christianity peace, re§t.
FmguiShed for it power. As he becamé€ dis-
mn Christian k eadfastness in faith, clearncs®
bear Witness—?c(,) wledge—of which his writings
and for an ardr a.happy faculty of teachings
W-hich afterwardor . .the purity of holin€esss
bishop (Fabia s 1ed.hlm into wmscetic life, the
looking the i:n) ordained him presbyter, over-
» act that he had first made profeS‘

S10n of hlS f )
i een aith and been b be

ﬁed, from th

The aptized in a %
Sk Rom;-m clergy were dissat1s
cau.se they held ]St, with this procedure, be-
which requireq lt e letter of that church 12V
the sick beq— tlat'no individual baptized ©"
nation; byt ¢ :fiv;lmi[us—should receive ordi-
ser Fabian deci

ecided more a¢

COrding t

0 the sprys

ter of ths spirit t :

Lk f this law, for han according to the let-
ude from the its object was simply t©

been spiri
Induceq ¢, Piritual order those who ba

Tepent recei 5
momei?: ! COnviCtioZe baptism without tru€
I . .
death » Y agitation ! e:l}d knowledge 1!
3 . . ’ cited by fear Of

<
‘After his restord
sease, it is objectcd
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again that he fell into a severe fit of sickness,
.- and that, in the apprehension of
death, he received paptism, but baptism only
by sprinkling, as the condition required (the
baptism clinicorum not Deing according to the
usual practice of those times by immersion), if
it could be said, indeed, that such a one had

been baptized at all.” (+“Church History,”

vol. 1, pages 237 and 238.) The history of
be found in “ Buse-

this whole transaction can
bius’ Ecclesiastical History,” book V1, chap.
43. This circumstance gave rise to 2 corre-
spondence between Magnus and Cyprian.
The subject of this correspondence is whether
those who have only been poured upom or
sprinkled, should be regarded as Christians.
Cyprian answers in the following language:
«‘You have inquired also dearest son, what I
think of those who, in sickness and debility,
obtain the grace of God; whether they ar¢ to
be accounted legitimate Christians in that they
are poured upomn, not washed (7o% lott smz.l,
sed perfusi) with the saving Wateh wherein
diffidence and modesty forbid me to prejudge
any that he think not as he deems right, an

acts as he thinks. 1 as far as my poor abfhty
conceiveth, acco the divine blessings

unt that :
can in no I ated and weakened,

espect be mutil
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nor any less gi -
drawn frOmsthgl&-b.e imparted, when what 15
the full ang C:;.dl\'m(? bounty is acccptcd with
receiver. TFor ire faith both of the giver an
contagion of % 13 the saving sacrament, the
the ordinar i Istnot iso washed away as in
skin and b)(’)(;vashmg of flesh is the filth of the
of saltpeter ay:j so that there should be nee
and a pool 5 0[,]]” appliances, and a bath
I which the poor l;0dy may b€

Washed

and cle

:)rf’aSt of the beliaenSEd' For, otherwise is the
nind ver washed, otherwise is the

of m
fai an cle
Calth, In the sajnsed by the worthiness ©
szpels and Godmg sacraments, when ne€
Onmpendious meth vouchsafes his mercy, his
Onethe believers Ocll\? confer the whole benefit
ohe that the st o Nor should it disturb any
thed (@sperg; seem only to be sprinkled OF
HB’ obtain the Zd berfund) with E'ater when
y SCr. race Of
Pr iptureg the Lord, since the
OPhet, ang says Rpsale through E,zekicl the
From which it 18

apparen
t th MR W isTral
fm:ce With t}?:t spnnkung of
water also has likeé

t 1S 3 € savi
1SNAorall: VIng waghi
n as o
e hing; and that when

both in
of ¢ A the ch
holds gQOEe glver ang l:rChf where the faith
Complete 1. and is consurilcnelver is entire, all
ated and rendered
ere

faith,_» by the 1,
: ord’
Cyprian @’s power and the truth of

21]50
rotes
Protested against calling

|
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S;iOS_e w.ho were baptiz‘ed' during sickness

nics rather than Christians.) It appears
from‘the above quotations that sprinkling and
pouring were departures from the regular man-
ner of baptizing, as the legality of these
methods was what had disturbed the mind of
Magnus. It appears, also, that these methods
of baptizing were compendiums Or abridgments
of 'the divine plans (divinia compendia), but
which, nevertheless, claimed God’s favor
through his mercy (Deo indulgantiam Suam
largiente), and not on account of obedience to
what was commanded. It is also quite appar-
ent that Cyprian nowhere claims that such a
manner of administering the ordinance is any-
where taught in the New Testament; nor does
h}“— quote any tradition, or the act of any coun-
cil, to justify his deliverance O this subject.
Cyprian states, incidentally, what the regular
normal mode of administering this ordinance
was. It was a washing; not 2 pouring oOr &
sprinkling. Again he puts himself down on
record as to this question- . In his Epistle No.
25, he says: “The Lord, when he had been
raised from the dead, sent his Apostles forth.
Commanding them; he said, ‘All power i
given unto me in heaven and earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations, immersing
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;]rfin;f( [;;}f’g“ ¢0s) in the name of the Father’:
It is evident 0111’ and of the Holy Spirit,” etc-
Neander, as 2:51?’ from the statement given bY
doubts “:ere i from Eusebius, that grave
tian had beeen;frta}ncd as to whether Nova-
had b:aen onl aptlyfcd at all or not, since he
further co“ﬁrnly .Spnnk]ed. or perfused. I
says: ¢¢JIp resrlatlon of this subject, Neandf{r
was in COnfOrmI?fCt > the form of baptism, 1t
the symbo) e:fy with the' original import.of
of entire b’ p.‘ orfned by immersion, as a s1gD
aptism into the Holy Spirit—of be-

ing entire]
 ClY penetrat :
only with the si ed by the same. It was

qQuired it that aCk’ where the exigencies €

I this cage bny-excel)tion was made; and
Sprinkling.’; (‘L,lpct]lsm was administered DY
Page 310.) wrch  History,” vol. I

Profess >
or Kurtz says (‘ Church History,”

by thrice )¢ ““ Baptism was performed

Of baptism Was ) dllrmg which the formula
only ¢o Pronounceq, Sprinkling was

453 mmc,n‘in

dlm(o)-ﬂm). The ‘Cﬂse of the sick (baptismus
vater of b v

B aptism was set
Dean Stanley says
¥ Page 22): <« Bap-
Cted by the whole
the rare case of

v“
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death-beds or extreme necessity) as no baptism
at all. Almost the first exception Was the
heretic Novatian.”
The case seems, then, to be made out and
stands thus: The first innovation upon .the
apostolic manner of baptizing by immersion,
was introduced in case of death-bed subjects
or extreme illness, and that the first recorded
instance of such innovation is the case of No-
vatian, which occurred about the middle of
the third century. .
The learned Dr. Wall, who wrote 2 hl'story
and defense of infant baptism, in all his re-
searches could not find an earlier example,
even of clinic baptism, than that of Novatian.
No one ever wrote who desired to find 1t more
than he did; and no on¢ ever searchfzd dn;q::
diligently than he. His learning qualified I f
for such work. Ford (“ Studies on Baptism,
page 88) says: ‘‘And here, W€ mfr_iy p;OP;flr:Z
state, that even the compend pertusion,

v : the first clinic
. s of Novatian (
the perichusl was no mere hand-

mentioned in history)s s !
pouring of water,—# mode of 1:_"11"“1:5‘)‘:5 ‘ﬁ‘tl)‘::
was never pictured on the old r: the,whole
probably a pouring around ‘mq Ova very slight
body; and thus, instead of bemdg gl
pouring of water OB the head,

_
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sprinkling of water on a part of the face, or @
GnEcTtp moistening of the forehead, was 2
very thorough washing of the body, and
almost equivalent to a bath or immersion; SO
far s the wetting is concerned.” ¢ The
ancients,” says Salmasius, ¢“did not baptize
othf:rwise than by immersion, either once OF
thn'ce; except clinics, or persons confined to
the}r beds, who were baptized in a manner of
which they were capable; not in the entire
lava, a5 those who plunge the head under
Water, but the whole body had water poured
up{iﬁ 1t.”  Clinic baptisms grew more into
I:(l:ml;ct}iavori and would, doubtless, have be-
tism aseitru ¢ because of the effect of bap-
sin, ilad it :(?: ghought: was to wash away 21_11
Was called cen that the faith of the clinic

; i question, and ¢ of
baptlzin > and the manner
8 Was doubtfy], : ; sal
effect of baptism Again, this mag

i introduce error
Which tendeq also ¢ d another

. (0] . :
a l'apld spread of Counteract any thlng like

SEOlWasiirifn: b e baptisms. That
i ant baptism e-
hlen?lg that Baptisiy The mother, b

allli it cleansed her child {from
tized, ’leI:tS ls]:zd i ha"in_g the little one bap-
years of die before he reached
then £ IR The same error,

€ 1ise 1o clinjc baptisms would

should

. accountabiljt
> Which g

M,
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i fant
and did give rise to infant bap%zr:c.)mgnuni-
baptism, doubtless, would have S e
versal quite soon had. not.the ver to drive
magical effects of baptism, 1S p; ‘to the post-
away sin—wash away guilt=le¢ 16 00 T
ponement of baptism Ll Fhe hom{d be washed
that all the sins of a life-ime (.:oub tisms Were
away at once. But these Chmc-nap upon, but
not always effected by 2 po;ﬂargt (¢ Baptism
often by immersion. Dr: (?a 21 n account of
of the Ages,” page 138) 81V¢8 amry after the
such immersion more than 2 cen] n a century
baptism of Novatian. SSMoLS tmb tism, by
satian had his memorable_ 2 ,tells
o nua:nd » Qocrates, the lusto?xan,
S

us that a Jew had been col?f:]xlc
paralysis, and had been be :
medical skill nor by the pray e
brethren, and that he detefn:n
course to Christian baptism-

i - structed him
i ¢ Constantinople, inst i
U es of Christian trutth

e in Christ; and then,
preached to him the }'1011); e R
instead of going to'hxs G
around him, he dlrectet Fie
in his bed, to the fox:v.ith

Jew receiving baptis™ 5
soon as he was taken

¢ pouring aro

Atticus, the

L___A
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himSQlf
e
s gc ;fec'tly .cured of his disease.” (*“S0:
In the “C:f;ast}cal History’n book 8, l)ﬂge 4)
of this Conve’r :"fl{‘e‘ Magdeburgenses,” it is said
his bed, 1o 1 ,;' .Hé was brought, together with
e sacred font aptistry, and he was let down M0
e, e zwas ’I-H”J’ on the completion of the
baptism occu ket ip again from it This
rred : : i
a at -
nd of the intell; the capital of the empiré
gence of the eastern world;

ne .
d pouring around for baptism
t was only the forlor?
—an act which should b€
);12111 who wanted obedi-
i szielfts.” .It must be plain
ez, an innovation upon
Every  slow. aptism, would neces:
S_O defender I gaining the geneml
Uness, wousldOf the practice, even in
i Would pe ¢ be few; and very rare
ity '€ Practice f, 0s¢ who would dare de-
J> especially o of o New Testament author-
That e of equal valye '.n ‘:1ut ho
change yqs + with immer-
= Tom histoy ery gradual, 15
D, though Y. ‘““The practice
a G Peculiarly syitable to the
» Was ng, COuntries, for which it
t founq e w .1c 1
sonable in the

en 1
i cteh\wthout serious
¢ reader, ¢

the Lo
Cripty
sarily bp ral mo

faVOr.
Cases of
mdeed’
fend
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?Ollntries of the north and west. Beginning
in the thirteenth century, it (sprinkling) has
gradually driven the ancient Catholic usuage
(immersion) out of the whole of Europe.”
(¢ Christian Institutions,” Ppage 22.) Philip
Schaff says: ¢ Not till the end of the
thirteenth century did sprinkling become the
rule and immersion the exception——partly
from the gradual decrease in the number of

adult baptisms, and partly from consideratk.)ns
all children having

of health and convenience,

now come to be treated as infirm.” (¢ His.
Apos. Ch.,” page 569, note.) Brenner, 2
Roman Catholic writer, in 2 review of the his-

tory of baptism, from the first century, gives
the results of his investigations in the follow-
years baptism, gener

ing: ¢Thirteen hundred

ally and regularly, an ;mmersion of the person
under water, and only in extraordinary cases a
sprinkling or pouring with water; the later,
moreover, Wwas disputed as & mode of bap-
tism—nay, even forbidden.”  (Se€ «epct of
Baptism,” by Henry Burrageé page 123:3
The question Very naturally Occurs, Why di
such a radical chang€ 2s this come to Pass dur;
ing the first part of the fourteenth century
What was the cause€ of so great & revolutl;oll}f:;
faith and practice at this period of church Ii

L_—_
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which e 1§ the first coun -1(:Il of Ravenis:
leaving itgta 1zed baptism bcl of the church
(=} (o) S Q .
o (Vo1 ;he choice of they of;pl'-m}dmg_‘by
o ciat inis-
oi Surprise, th’erll)ag;3 351.) It is notmfrrnm?tlesr
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i ioidlant i 0 decided o * e
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L), imme(“{b rina asjbern'ne aspersion Or
generall VRO e s o Coree vel Rl
y . ontin
Ot yanashicedy) ued to be
Sl orld N man very
state  thay © s, per) V' partsi{of Jthe
while this lflpsy well enough
Sliis
the first ac-

tion
of an
y Coune;
nell ratifying gp;
1s mode of

T

l)apFism, yet Pope Stephe
d.ecxded, in 754, that it W
tize
< sickness, by pouring wat
| He said: ¢ This baptism,
‘ the name of the Holy Trinity,
l especially when necessity requires
who was detaine
e.ra.ted in this manner,
| fl‘mpant of the kingdo
| Act of Baptism,” page 94
| ‘Yllat has been said, in this s
| tion from the ¢¢Edinburgh Encyc
| the subject of Baptism:
sprinkling was obtained
ner: Pope Stephen I,
by Astolphus, King of t
fled to Pepin, who a S
usurped the crown
mained there the N
té}ny, consulted him, W
sity, baptism performe
the head of the in
Stephen replied th
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n the Second had
as lawful to bap-
in case of necessity from
er upon his head.
if administered, in
holds good,
that he
d by sickness and regen-
should be made a par
m of God (Burrage
) Pertinent to
ection, is a quota-
lopeedia” on
«The first 1aw for
in the following man-
being driven from Rome
he Lombards, in 753,
e before had
While he re-
Tonks of Cressys in Brit-
hether, in cas¢ of neces-

d by pouring water on
pe lawful; and
But though the
) some Catho-

infant,

hort tim
of France.

fant would
at it would.
allowed, whicl

truth of this fact be
inkling was ad-

| lics deny, yet pouring
4 IT.ntted only in case€
till 1311, that legis
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s of necessitys It was not
Jature in council held at
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Ravenn

3 a, dec ;
In this c:o’untr)}a(rsed immersion to be indifferent
Wwas never pract?mlan.d); however, sprinkling
after the Refomlc?d in ordinary cases until
n the reign of ;«Ztlon; and in England, eve?
C.Ommonly observ dward IV, immersio;1 was
tion of Mary m:d' But during the persect
where Scotchrr,1en ﬂny pexsons musk of i1l
and there grag . ed.from England to Geneva
that Church, Iu: lly imbibed the opinions OE
2t that place In 1556, a book was published

ministrat; ing the fo
l():y the fam;l:;:n of the Sacramernn;s oi Priyzrs
. X a rov
alvin, in “'hichnt?] godly learned ,mall)lp John
er in hc? administrator is en,joine
B it adutap bl the
ced the 2 se S_Cottish exiles, who
owledgeduthont)’ of the Pope, im-
ng to theirtze authority of Calvin,
ling in Scofllr head, in I;vn country with John
Mmade jts w: nd.  From Ssggssmbhsh.ed sprink-
Ijzllzabeth Y Into Epgl apd, this practice
lish , but was gland, in th 1 f
ed Ch not ’ e reign O
urch.”» authorized

" So much, th by the Estab-
» then, for the origin

of the
se subst;
ar % stity
€ Withoyt Godfes for God’s com
SiSanct: mands. They

ad renoun
p]lClty aCkn
and returnj

h
at fundamenta1

RELY;
€ss 1
€nce of saIVatdoctrme respect-

io :
n gave rise t0
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thi

itsflf;rro\if hof c?mnging the form of baptism

B i a; vxtal' truth, so considered, made

Ty 1:318 of baptism f:rom that of immersion

B e oo mg.and pouring ? There is quite 2
nection between the act of baptism as

r .
?aii]slent?d in the Word of God and the act of
. «Believe and be baptized;” ¢ arisé, and
» ¢eywhosoever believeth and

Wash away thy sins;
‘t?zl;zp’t’ized shall be saved;”
i alr)e all passages wh
and saly e baPt.isn_’ o
. ation to be' strlc.kmgl)’ in
should have imagined these int

ent s . 2 I

the’ taking the sign for the thing sngmﬁed and

externalities and outward forms for the in-
is what

ter . e
nal, inward working of the Spirit, 1
But

mi
ght have been reasonably conjectured-
when attention

thers
i re is no need of conjecture,
to rglven to the study of Church History, His-
¥ of Christian Doctrin€s mas, €tC:

. ¢ There

for
I, in the words of Dear tanley: :
ies that it was like

W & i
as the belief in early cent'™’
d on the person

a s

magical charm which acte ¢ or inten”
ny €O sen e

o/ . ient, as 1

«repent and be bap-
ich show the con-
d faith, baptism
timate. That
erdepend-

w "

ti:o re.:celved it without &

t n, either of administrator or TeCIPCT" Tie

he case of children © erforming

ot . i

altse with no serious Dt
0 the belief that it ¥iP

r actor
ntio . There€ was
| sins, hoW*
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ever lon th
howeverglate ?ty had been accumulating, and
trated by the tr“'as administered. This is’ illus-
ment of the b.i ll-{mg instance of the postpone-
I()Jeror Constang:::m o}f e frst) Gl
ouncil of Mece who had presided at th
ot lecca, pr S1Es at the
th > eached
R ihwhc_)le religion of th;nemCh'urChesé
_ £h i ire, an
?rf his death ; \\lrr}?:nuqbapmt’-d till thepmo’ment
ortal illness, » In the la i
Eusebius (‘;‘:S,Nt.lm ceremony; wai:t 1:30? il £
belief in the th'l comedia. There pwzr1 OrTed Ey
as firmly ﬁxedlrad and fourth Centuriisa :.(l)mtOS(:
regard to the ES the .corresponding l;elief in
changed into ucharist, that th
the yet morethe blood of Christ y '¥§ter b
COu]‘d be save;ﬂ'aﬂge persuglsion' th 7 vea
the immersiq unless he had ati DoV Org
nof baptism, passed through
If only the

person of

3 ahum :

Ing elem, an bein

ent g be wrapti Y

fr(?m the un:ﬂhe was thought ‘:Pt in the purify-

this i eanness of hijs bi o be redeemed

solutely ne:g of water” was irth. . . And

being €ssary for salmtionow deemed ab-
n. No human

could :
aft Pass1
€I unless he Nto the presence of God here-

of bapt had
Plism here e through the waters

Pagex
5). Thi (Christi
e sentimentzlg?ggage is QUSt:E hInstitutions,
8 ar i
YPrian, who livedrr;.(;)ny:.Fv tllth
out the

(I ee———
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middle of the third century- He says: ‘‘For
me, while I yet lay in darkness and bewildering
night, and was tossed to and fro on the billows
of this troublesome world, jgnorant of my true
hf.e, an outcast from light and truth, I used to
think that the second birth which divine mercy
Promised for my salvation 2 hard saying accord-
Ing to the life I then led; as if a man could be
quickened to a new life in the lava of healing
water as to put off his natural celf and keep his
former tabernacle, yet be changed in heart an

soul. How is it possible, said I, for sO great a
conversion to be accomplished? ut
after that life-giving water succored me, wash-

ing away the stain of former years, and pour-
ansed and hallowed breast the

ing into my cle

light which comes from heaven; after that I
flrank in the heavenly Spirit and Was created
into a new man by the second Dbirth.” (See

¢« Ford’s Studies on Baptism,” Page 340.) Very
much to the point is the Janguage of that prince
¢ Rationalism

of English writers, Mr. Leckey (€

in Europe,” pages 360, 361, vol. 1): ¢« Accord-
ing to the unamious pelief of the early Church,
all who were external to Christianity were
doomed to eternal damnation; not only on a¢
their own {ransgressi

ansmitted guilt

count of
account of the tr

>
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therefore
to the co’nfi‘;:l th? new-born infant was subject
it to the Churc:l]atlon until baptism had united
is 50 early that it is ; - Ata period which
baptism was jn¢ ; lmpos_Slble to define it, infant
adopted by a]] t;Oduced.lnto the Church; it was
dox; it was y he heretics as well as by Ortho-
mission of g nl.Versally said to be for the re-
Fathers, withgs, and the whole body of the
founced that :1; exception or hesitation, pro-
luded f Infants who died unbaptized
ized adultso m heaven. In the case of
but the ge a few exceptions were ad-
; gtence on infants was inex-
: hOme of the Greek Fathers,
assigned tq H at there was a special place
Suffering nor Nts, where there was neither
ferred from enJOYment; while the Latins in-
desednas the hereditary ope e Latins 1
into a place of toy guilt that they must
rment; but both agreed

that the

¥ could

362, this Jap gotibesayed, Again, on pageé
b

in guage

OHS of the Fathger Stands: ““Among the writ-

P -DsseSSedagreate S there are few which long
AR s Tauthori :

fOrciblede’ which i rty than a short treatise

mitted,
Orable,

i AN g e
ndeed, imagineq ¢

1S on
Pitom(:gsOf the clearest and most
ally ager; e time OfOf the Patristic faith,
led to St A EraSmus, was gener.
e beo Bustine, though it is
1 Written in the begin-
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ning of the sixth century by St. Fulgentius.”
(A. D. 467-520.) “In this treatise we find
the following very distinct statement of the doc-
trine: ¢Be assured’ writes the saint, ¢ and doubt
not that not only men who have obtained the
use of their reason, but also little children who
have begun to live in their mother’s womb, and
have there died, or who, having been just born
have passed away from the world without the
sacrament of holy baptism administered in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, must
be punished by eternal torture of undying fire;
although they have committed no sin by their
own will, they have, nevertheless, drawn with
them the condemnation of original sin by their
carnal conception.’” The author cites these,
not with a view to discussing infant baptism,
but to show what power baptism was supposed
to present. Then it appears that these ¢‘cases
of necessity,” which justified an abridgment of
the divine mode were cases of extreme illness,
where the ordinance Wwas administered to save
the soul of the one supposed to be in a dy'mg
condition, where immersion Wwas next to 1m-
possible. The eternal destiny of a human s‘ou],
as it was thought, depended upon the baptism;
hence, an urge ity drove them 1o

nt necessl o
abridge what they knew to be God’s prescribe
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g as imagined
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ISPUte
ull OUtﬁ But he b 1. i
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e lnmg Shore’ t 3
at a time

One of apal §
t -4 Oystem, ”
5 »- Page 157,
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But still the ““necessity ” idea prevailed for a
long time, and immersion continued to be the
rule till the thirteenth century. So Winer says:
¢ Affusion was at first applied only to the sick,
but was gradually introduced for others after
the seventh century, and in the thirteenth be-
came the prevailing practice in the West.”
(¢“Fuller on Baptism,” page 99.)

Dr. Fuller also quotes Du Fresne as saying:
““From the custom of baptizing by pouring or
sprinkling the sick, who could not be immersed
(which is properly baptism), was introduced
the custom which now prevails in the Western
Church?” (page 100). There can be found no

better example of how one¢ error leads to an-
leads to a nullification

other, and how all error
of God’s truth, than the one now under con-
sideration. Baptism necessary 0 salvation, bap-
tism (immersion) impossible with the dying or

anged, perverted,

nearly so, baptism abridged, ch
ces after the beginning

destroyed. Other influen
of the thirteenth century were brought to bear
estern Church, which

upon this subject in the W i
rize sprinkling and pouring

served to popula

and to depreciate immersion.
(2.) Convenience Came in to p

deciding the question.

«Not till the end of t

lay a conspicus
Dr. Philip
he thirteenth

ous part in
Schaff says:
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centur 3 . 3
immerZioildt;prmklmg_become the rule, and
gradual dec € exception—partly from the
Venience, all childre ulh”’ ‘{/lo)zs of health and con-
treated as 7/, n“ B Ty e to be
T (Apastolic Chureh, 5699
water on one ceasier to pour or sprinkle some
family fireside 1r}1] the Church or around the
and dip him » than carry him off to a stream
that Purposé i ,tlf; bapt_ize him in a font for
0 l'emember. tl €0 1t was so conventent
saved withoyt ;at ol infant could not be
WETe infirm or v aptism, and that all infants
and if baptisy, Jeak’ 50 were sick persons weak;
answer in one Y sprinkling and pouring would
another? Thecase of weakness, why not in
about thjg Ly re \va§ so much convenience
21bridging God)’,s Zf thmki"g, and this way of
nstz:tllr;ar‘:is, that these abriflg-

egarded i re popular, and 1M~
with less favor because

r God’s co;he advocates of thes¢
ot € convenience mands have not for-
o ﬂpglfo;'ncon"enience ((:ff ?fse- e
(3.) Alc-example’ Prece t‘ptlsm Accorglne
haq Servgam’ a forma] enap S machos, :
ed to render 1, ctment by a council

Wil these substitutes-

gotten the ¢

e
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¢ The Council of Ravenna, in 1311, was the

first Council of the Church which legalized bap-
tism by sprinkling, by leaving it to the choice
of the officiating minister. The custom was t0
immerse three times, once at the name of each
of the persons of the ‘Trinity. (" Encyclo-
pedia Britannica,” vol. 3, page 85 r.) So Dr.
Wall says: ‘‘The Greek Church, 10 all its
branches, does still use immersion, er.ld they
hardly count a child, except in cas¢ of sickness,
well baptized without; and so do all o.ther Chris-
tians in the world except the Latins. That
which I hinted at before is a rule that does not
fail in any particular that I know of. All those
nations of Christians that do now, Of tha.t for-
merly did, submit to the authority o.f t}le Blshgp
of Rome, do ordinarily baptize their mt;ntslisi
pouring or sprinkling; and tl}ough the Sg
did not receive this custor till after the ecay
of Popery, yet they have since received I11t 1;1;0311
such neighboring nations as had begu

times of the Pope’s power. But all’the;;t})l:g
Christians, who never owned the.P?pe su 'nlthe
power, do and everdid, dip their infants tl-sm :
Ordina’ry sisery (GSHLIStOLY of Infant B}i!.p.l tl;e

. iti is
page 727, Nashville edi Suc

i der this
mighty influence \.vhxc e esnlegal i
custom of sprinkling and po :

I
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baptism by }
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of baptism was immersion, but

that the
i Church h .
Shfz did change it?ad a right to change it, and
to 4-) Another rea
b say the least i
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i A wiich
o
im : zed w ’ rally, the
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the bonda ,[eo’””m;z sense an(;nfoexa@ple of the
SEanley’ éhriOf' form and cu;z:;en,l’(?nce over
su‘e a¥e sorry j"tolin Institutions, nl;age (D::;
0118(:ta lfl;ed by such b;lin.y cause which has to l;e
enceaf ove. NOthinasphemous e aRThe
bod or holy thin g but a great lack of rever-
o Y to make sug? could possible ind
th;ﬁelessb’ reCkIESSCl assertion. It m neerad
ex can trust the condition of mind us; hos
hisp ::-t to be justifie Siavmg power of Jan heardt
his “lvme SaCriﬁce(.’ sanctified and lzs}lﬁs,dm];
and cocommon sense glorifieea]
nance ;nfmanded the
baptism,

5 and
5 bei’et, call in question
ause he sanctioned

adminj
1strati :
Yes, b ation of the ordi-
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tism but immersion. Then a lack of common
sense upon the part of Christ gave rise to the
command to be baptized ? But, according to
the Dean, this lack of ¢¢common sense” has
been supplied by the taste and convenience of
the people. The people have outgrown the
commands of Christ; if so, they may lay aside
any and every command which either their
taste, which is ever changing, OF their ¢¢con-
venience” may dictate. Then the saying
«If ye love me, ¥€ will keep my commancs
ments’”’ must be altered and made to read, ““If
ye lack common sense ye will keep my com-
mandments.” That the Dean Was willing to
accept the results of his position is quite clear
from his languag i is same connection.
Hear him: ‘The change from immersion to
sprinkling has set aside the most of the APOS”
tolic expressions regarding baptism, and has
altered the very meaning of the word.” (Page
23.) In other words, ¢t common sense,” has
set aside much of what the Apostles preache
h amounts to saying that the
» element Was lacking in the
The most agreeable thing
to turn away from its
¢ the vail of charity ”
one who could be

and wrote, whic
¢ common Sense
gift of inspiration-
to do with

contemplation,
over the words an

this subject is
throwing
d deeds of
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driven
to suc
common senSeh fdes.peration in estimating the
Spoke. The De(; H},lm who spoke as never man
B i ha
th.lS learned how s passed away, and has €r€
Wfsest common senpllny and impotent is the
wisdom k se of men
> kno compared to the
W}‘lo made u‘]veledg(?: and omnific Een of Hin]
SHitarering stare. dhos s peopled it with
Suns. There her s},] shining satellites and burning
Is the result of 1as learned whether obedience
Sense. ove or the lack of common
(5.) Bu
1 t there 3 .
;sn(l;rged’ more es e ill another reason which
ab Pouring maypbeClally now, why sprinkling
man.doned’ even the practiced and immersion
re:.:zon is the Scriptt)luglh it is granted that im-
n is ral made of : o
“q generally o of baptism. The
od r . Yy giv
just as ne]quues me togbeercl)bab.out as follows:
sprinkleg - Of the spirit edient, and 1 hav®
me tq wOaS n being imm0f obedience in being
being ship him i e.r§ed_ He only asks
words upsrmkled or pOusplnt’ and so I do in
. )
' trying id by an aple ﬁd" Such were the
njecessar},t0 Persuade the et!‘°dlst divine onc¢
Slon wag t}? € Immergeq wnter_that it was un-
the youp € Scriptura] » granting that immer
me g and way of baptizi
0t hag € unthg aptizing. To
uch f, ughtful
Ice, and such an argu-
can be effectually
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conscience of those who
d. Thereisa failure to
hings that differ. Be-

used in quieting the
want to obey their Lor

discriminate between t
cause some commands are of an inward char-

acter, and the command does not prescribe the
method by which it s to be carried oub the
unthinking are led to believe that all commands
are of this character; that as someé commands
are wholly inward all commands must be so-
Take an illustration in the language of another
treating on this point: ««Two €ases therefore
arise: one case is that of commands that are
wholly inward in their nature; the other is that
of commands that ar¢ partly inward and partly
These two €ase€s admit of being
clearly distinguished. 0 the case of com-
mands wholly inward obedience, and the spirit
of obedience, aré identical. Take, for instance,

the command t0 Rejoice- There, evidentlys
¢ is precisely the thing

having the joyful spiri :
commanded. . e and ‘have the spirit
of rejoicing aré the sameé thing. -« * In
the case, however, of particular commands that
i 7 are
are partly inward ly outw ard, W€

Here two

and part
Compelled to establish 2 distmct19n.
quite separad er into the com-
: g ele-

ple elements ent :
mand, and tWO severally correspondu: ik
i rl
also quite s€P? ente

outward.

rablein thought,

ments,
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the obedie
mand—tha;??: ;m There is a spirit of the com”
of the command 3 elem?nU and there is a letter
full obedience t]_that is another element. FOF
must co-exist I;ese two elements, of coursé
T meet only ;he I_h_ﬂ‘v'e only the spirit to obey
needful, besides spirit of the command. It is
dlscharge o €s, to actually obey, in order to
for an impor(t:ompletc obedience. ,. Now,
baptized.’ ént application. Christ sétys: ‘Be
Whether he mere a particular act is enjoiné
dipping. Lt eant sprinkling, or pouring, ©F
some act, Nol,f suppose it is uncertain put is
mand—ne matt\’ with reference to thi’s com-
dipping, or poUE-r for the moment whether ©
ence is no cop Tring, or sprinkling—full obedi-
4N act perform cglvable Sagcpt as rendered D
Person to he 1, ed by a person addressed. The
» DeIng baptized. I'ﬁrform an act. The act
his act, therefore, must

be
perfor
dered,” ‘(T}?d BB or e, ot
edience is ren”

Th :
116, 171 C BaDtl e
ey 95)mh st Principle,”
;gply t.o this rathi_ shove seems to l’)e pageﬁsﬁ I-Is,t
SOF faxling to rp_opular andd a_su cien
g;éhe Word OS; }z.;m‘t to baptisnf (;eptwe rez'léoz
i s
el nite act com 0d. There is a Preseh 2 d
olars hag g Manded, ang ISPGCIﬁC an
: the world of

ecided
that that specific thing

e
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No obedi-

commanded is immersion in water.
rforming

ence can be rendered save in the pe
of the very thing commanded.

(6.) Another reason given now for the prac-
tice of these substitutes for God’s commands, is
that those who sprinkle and pour are just as
successful, and enjoy just as much of the Divine
favor as those who practice immersion. This s
also a very plausible reason, and has satisfied
the minds of a great many good people. But
it will not stand the test when tried by the canon
of God’s Word. But the reason here given in
justification of such practice proves too much,

and, therefore, proves nothing. All are familiar
with the parable of the yineyard. T his para-
ble can be used to s he reason above

how that t
given is of no weight. It may be well to show
where the parable touches the case. The Jews
had sent to them prophet after prophet. God
continued his favors to them in spite of their

rejection of his servants- Every rejection led
was followed DY some brighter and more con-
vincing proof of God’s love for them. Finally
God sent his owD Son, that, as he was the heir,
they might respect hin, but they did not- T hey
said this is the heir; let us kill him. The climax
was reached DY sending the Son; the climax of
their wickedness and rebellion was reached
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only in the rejection of the Son whom Y

Father had sent. Now, if we are to argu€ th%
right of any departure from the Divine co}r:ils
mand, from the fact that God Contin.ues n
favors, and blesses the perverters of his will, th'e
We must argue that it was right for the J ewit
people to reject the prophets, casting some 9 e
and stoning others. Yea, more, upon the $17
grounds the crucifixion of Christ can be show?’
tobea righteous thing. There are other reason’
Which are frequently given to justify the Piig
tice of these caricatures upon the comman®
ments of God, which need not be mention®
here, Now, one fact stated, and one quest-lon
asked must close these pages. Every denoml-na—
tion of Christiang which believe in any bapusfm
at all, admit that baptism by immersion is valid
dua;?: 0; them admit that it is the only T:SY
Now gr;afl days .Of Christ and the APOStha.t
Whici; i er, 1s i not safest always to do t.

a1 agree is right, rather than somethin8

else about whj m
ich there { ent,—
Something s no such agree ’

cause of j 100, of which the time, place, a7
Ot 1ts origin can all be shown ?




