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OQutline of Lesson I
.i-. WHAT THE CHURCH IS

I. The Church Defined.
1. Lexicon definition.
2. Theological definition.
3. Analogical definitions.

II. Nature of the Church.
1. Composed of human beings on earth.
2. Is essentially independent.
3. Church government.

TR, Lesson I

WHAT THE CHURCH IS

I. The Church Defined

1. Lexicon definition.

The Greek word translated church in the New Tes-
tament is ekklesia, a compound word composed of ek,
meaning “from,” or “out of,” and kaleo, “to call.” To-
gether the two words mean, called from, or out of,
denoting a company of people chosen and called.

There are three stages of meaning of ekklesia, as
follows: (1) The Greek usage, specifying a lawful as-
sembly of persons assembled in a city to transact
business. They were summoned or cailed out from
among the whole population. (2) Jewish. The term
was applied to the company of Israelites in the wilder-
ness, whom God had chosen and called out of Egypt
(Acts 7:38). The same word is employed in the Sep-
tuagint (Greek) version of Psalm 22:22, a prophecy of
our Lord’s singing in His church. A fulfillment of this
prophecy is seen in Matthew 26:30 where it is said that
Christ sang after instituting and partaking of His
Supper. The prophecy is quoted in Hebrews 2:12.
(3) The higher Christian sense. When employed in the
Christian or New Testament sense, ekklesia desig-
nates a company or assembly or congregation of
persons chosen by the Lord, whom He has called out
and separated from the world. In all three uses—
Greek, Jewish and Christian—the assembly was called
out for a definite purpose. In the Christian sense, the
purpose of the assembly is to worship and serve the
Lord. While the word is applied to the confused mob
at Ephesus (Acts 19:32), still we know those people had
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been called out by Silversmith Demetrius (Acts 19:25)
for the purpose of considering their business and idol-
atrous worship in the light of the effects the Apostle
Paul’s preaching was having upon them.

Of the hundred and fifteen or more times.the e
ekklesia is used in the New Testament, it is US€C iy
hundred and ten times in reference to the instlfzu?lon
known as the church. In these instances the Orlglria
classical idea prevails, being an organized assem%}"
The term, then, was not coined by our Lord, nor 11;:
disciples, as they found it already in use and 1to
etymological meaning, therefore, was carried OVEL ui
Christian literature. When Christ says, ‘I will }?ul »
my church” (Matt. 16:18), the possessive pronounl nZ}};e
distinguishes His ekklesia or assembly from that o the
Greeks. It is His ekklesia frequently mentioned 1n
New Testament writings.

The word “church” is used in two ways in the ible
Testament. In its primary sense it means a e i
local congregation, or an organized company of dlsce
Ples meeting at a given place and for a given purpOSin'
Wﬁ?e than ninety of the hundred and ten mstancesta_
4 lch” ekklesia is rendered church in the New ek al
coint, says Dr. Hiscox, are applied to a Vl?lble’ 10(;11
liteggfgathn_ or assembly. “This is the prlm‘arY‘Paaul
called signification of the word. Thus it is said, t

¢d the elders of the church’; “The church of God 2

ori yoc CR S
of Gz‘i?t’ia_"r’}’]e seven churches of Asia’; ‘The churche

he New

In j ;

With lefrsl Z%ccndary sense, the word “church” 18 usecj
ing. 1 4 lStract, or figurative, or institutional mean
Jesus gg > ¥ 2 few instances is the word thus usec.

(Matt, 1.1y Gpon this rock I will build my churc
L 20i18), Whi.le_this may indicate His ekklesia as
itis a faet oo distinguished from that of the Greeks,
i at Christ established a visible, local con-
Dointeq oy b DfOIIOWed with Him in His travels. AS
eve referreq . B. H. Carroll, although the chur¢
ythe abstract to in its institutional sense, “when-
" OT generic finds concrete expression

| T

or takes operative shape, it is always a particular
assembly.”

For instance, we frequently speak of a man being
tried before the jury, an institution of law. But when
the jury is in operation, it is always a particular group
of persons. There can be no such thing as a universal
jury, whether visible or invisible. Neither can there
be a universal church, except only as an institution
and referred to in an abstract sense.. As Dr. Hiscox
further points out: “To call the aggregate of those who
profess the Christian faith—of all names in all the
world—‘the Christian Church,’ is a misuse of the word
not warranted by the Scriptures. There is no such
thing as a universal church on earth embraced in one
grand communion. Equally baseless and unsupported
by Scripture is the claim that all the religious con-
gregations of a nation, or of a given form of faith
in a nation, constitute a national, or denominational
church. It contradicts the New Testament idea” (Di-
rectory for Baptist Churches, pp. 25, 26).

The theory of a universal church finds no proof, as
frequently claimed, in Eph. 5:23: “For the husband is
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the saviour of the body.” If by “the
church” is meant a universal church, then by “the
hushand” would necessarily mean a universal husband!
In this instance, the word “husband” designates a
family relationship which may be affirmed of all
married men; and the word “church” designates the
kind, the genus, of institution which is applicable to
all groups of like constitution.

2. Theological definition.

A church is a congregation of baptized believers
united by covenant to carry into effect the will of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

The New Hampshire Confession defines a church in
this way:

A visible church of Christ is a congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith
and fellowship of the Gospel: observing the ordinances
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:ifg}ilgrishdgo‘ferrlted by His laws, exercising the gifts
IS, and privileges invested in th by His word”
(Article X11T).  ° Madadaanid i
; In both definitions a congregation must be bound
O%gethgr by covenant in one body to attain a common
fOI‘]ectlve._People of like faith and order may assemble
NG worship without forming a church, instance gath-

}Iljﬁis In an associational capacity.

;- De Church of England defines a church in this way:

ord°°n9regat_lon of faithful men, in which the pure
adsi ©°f God is preached, and the sacraments duly
ihOSenlts}i?red according to Christ’s ordinances, in all
garig!” (Tln_gs that of necessity are requisite to the

The Whlrtylene Articles, Art. XIX).

is manggﬁmnster Assembly defines a church after
mag:’:m“hr_(_:hurches in the primitive times were
Pl'Ofessip of Visible saints, viz., of such as being of age:
faith annf lf?lfh in Christ, according to the rules of
of their Child:ert:i'?ght by Christ as his Apostles, and

i ecfglr;lgsburg Confession says:
Purely pr%reganon of saints, in which the gospel is
ministeredr??hedl and the sacraments are rightly ad-

Augsburg Confession, Art. VII).

In 1643 :
this stater:ee;:f;n Baptist churches in London set forth

T )
Which jg Ch-rlsi hath on the earth a spiritual kingdom

redeemeq 1015 church, whom He hath purchased and
church, i , co mself, as a peculiar inheritance: which
:"aied from ﬂ::pany of visible saints, called and sep-
b°_1he Visible World_bY the Word and Spirit of God.
®ing baptizeq - o °58ion of the faith of the gospel:
and to each oﬂ:::obthat faith, and joined to the Lord.
and pilo¥ment of Y mutual agreement, in the prac-
hlgl?g." the ordinances by Christ their head

5 Oregoin S,
alich Wlthgtheg gg{;?tlor{s speak of a local congrega-
One urch, byt i Sts this is the primary meaning of
MG of (5 uni € others 3 congregation is but
6 versal church, Baptists have never

issued a confession which they made binding on the
churches, for the Scriptures constitute their only creed.

The Greek Catholic Church offers this definition:

“The church is a divinely instituted community of
men, united by the orthodox faith, the law of God,
the Hierarchy, and the sacraments.”

The Roman Catholic Church says:

“The company of Christians knit together by the
profession of the same faith, and the communion of
the same sacraments, under the government of lawful
pastors, and especially of the Roman bishop, as the
only vicar of Christ on earth.”

Baptists may be said to be the only ones who, by
virtue of their constitutional belief, are qualified to
give a Scriptural definition of a church. When Protes-
tants look beyond a local congregation, their idea of
the church is a universal, invisible body; and the
Catholics, a universal, visible body.

3. Analogical definitions.

The New Testament employs certain analogies or
relations of likeness between churches and the nature
and purpose of their work. In this way what a church
really is may more closely be understood than by any
lexicon or theological definition we might give. The
following are some of the analogies with a descriptive
word following each one: :

Pillar and ground of the truth—support. “. . . the
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of ‘the
truth” (I Tim. 3:15b). This specifies the church to be
the main support of truth, which has held true in all
ages since the days of Christ on earth. If, as some
claim, the church ceased to exist during the Dark
Ages, truth perished from the earth, as a bridge would
collapse, were its pillars pulled from beneath it.

House—a place of dwelling. “But if I tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the
living God . . .” (I Tim. 3:15a). As a house its members
should live in it daily, by way of honorable Christian
conduct and devotion to its ideals. We should not
neglect the “assembling of ourselves together” (Heb.
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101%5)- In_the Old Testament economy, David sought
to “dwell in the house of the Lord” all the days of his
life (Psalm 27:4).

Flock—denoting special care. “Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the
g{lurcjl of God, which he hath purchased with his own

0od” (Acts 20:28). Christ is the true Shepherd who
cares for His flock, even giving His life for the sheep-

Fear not, little flock” (Luke 12:32), is our Lords
gentle admonition to His sheep.

Salstahf—preserving and flavoring qualities. “Ye are the
to Lol the earth” (Matt. 5:13). The Master spoke this
bk lSSchurch that had followed Him into the moun-
actise aflt breserves meats by arresting the chemica
pagans decomposition and flavors foods. The ancient
go%lsr’]’s I_<120nSldered salt as a substance “dear to th_e
vl b .?mer sang of “divine salt.” The ancient Gel.'
Withou'?l tlth(?lr temples of worship in salt districts.
ol bSa t life on earth would perish, and no food
Worth ofe palatable to the taste. This pictures the
Ll beattChurC'h to community life. It helps to pre-
desivable oo ox kind of life and makes a community &

okt € place in which to live.

of the W::l c;mssxo'n of righteousness. “Ye are the light
(Matt, 5:14) : ﬁ* city tha‘q is set on a hill cannot be _hl

house which 1 church is a divinely appointed light-
Into a darke deqmplDEd to emit rays of gospel light
The Apostle rllae world. This mission is world wide.
8ospel of Cpy aul speaks of the “light of the glorious

shine yntq ‘chelios’t(II Cor. 4:4), which is designed to
‘emple ;
bl.ulding fitla pPlace of worship. “In whom all the

framed to

n ¢ logether groweth unto a holy
Meang sanctuf;rLord (Eph. 2:21). The word temple
of Worship, sy’aa tl{lllldmg dedicated to the purpose
Gon an assemb%p led to the church institution, it
dos: For a chypep Y Which carries on the worship of
€grade her p; h to be used for secular causes is to

°dY\specifgyi and holy purpose. °

] ng unity, “There is one body” (Eph.

> -

4:4). That is, one of a kind, not one in the sense of a
universal body composed of all professed Christians in .
the world. When we consider the common faith which
is peculiar to all churches of like communion, we take
note of the prevailing unity. In an abstract sense all
who are members of churches and hold to a common
belief compose a body, but the Scriptures do not teach
that all the saved, regardless of their church affilia-
tion, compose a universal church.

Bride—denoting affinity. “He that hath the bride is
the bridegroom” (John 3:29). Our Lord, while on earth,
had His bride, the church. In a generic sense, the
churches of our Lord constitute the bride of Christ,
now betrothed to Him. When He comes again they
shall be ceremonially married in the royal palace of
the universe, as we are told in Revelation 19:7: “Let
us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him. For
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made herself ready.” Then only the saved who were
and are members of Scriptural churches will be recog-
nized as the bride. All others who are saved will be
guests at the royal wedding. Salvation alone does not
make one a part of the bride any more than being a-
woman makes her a bride. It is basic, like being a
woman is essential to being a bride, still one may be

a woman without being a bride.

II. The Nature of a Church

By the nature of a church is meant her character
or constitution, or her distinguishing qualities. The
church is the only divinely organized community on
earth. It was organized by Christ in person and com-
missioned to carry out His will in all the world. The
following facts show what the nature of the church is.

1. A church is composed of human beings on earth.

Church members are literal human beings, not an-
gels, or spirits. Only people are subject to gospel ad-
dress, who are required to profess faith in Christ and
be baptized in order to become members. “Then they
that gladly received his word were baptized: and the
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same day there were added om  : - three
thousand souls” (Acts 2:41), unto them about th
pa??f,f?rth is the only location of the church, not
a pers i fon earth and part in heaven. Death removes
Commjosn' rom church membership. As the church was
e s:[loned by Christ to preach the gospel and
o ster the ordinances until He shall come again, it
thus oeasonable to hold that any part thereof could
of all 'I;Jherate n heav‘en, The family of God, consisting
and on 2 re.deemed in all ages, resides both in heaven
the fami(learl}fl (Eph. 4:15). Therefore the church and
ter bein nyo God are not synonymous terms, the lat-
Someé a more comprehensive in scope.
ing the :peak of “the church in the aggregate,” mean-
shall be SZ‘:}TMY of all the redeemed in all ages who
nly in t% ered by the Lord unto Himself in glory.
out ‘of the € sense of the redeemed having been calle
an assemblwobrld and gathered unto the Lord can such
sense ig they e termed t_he ekklesia or church. In this
ly of the IWOrd.@kklesla applied to the whole assem-
and assemblséa.ehtes whom God called out of Egyp!
glory does ne t In the wilderness. Such an assembly in
oreover thoe noc\ly exist in fact but in concept only:
ekklesia ig nOtor Inary and theological definition of
glory, for this a apphcable_ to the future assembly in
ot the churep OrSdS_Gsmbly will not require an observance
not be equateq 'nances. Therefore this assembly can-
by Christ With that founded and commissioned

chuy i :
) BecauZthﬁs essentially independent.

tiplied 1, S congregation founded by Christ mul-
establishis,ngt;(ellg]ialn of her members going ablrrolesld and
SStab’l’ished in etﬁguﬁches- “And so were the churches
Aly” (Actg 16:5 aith, and increased in number
—~€Cause 3 ; .
the highest ecclchurch IS recognized by Christ as being

esi 3 3
neglect to 12504l tribunal on earth, “And if he

tell it ¢ ear th -
hatsoléﬁte‘r’ e (the one or two witnesses)

ye sh & - - . Verily I say unto you,
1 w. atgé}eé)el?d on earth shall ge bnognc){ in
0 ye shall loose on earth shall

—A

be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 18:17a, 18). This was spo-
ken by our Lord to a local congregation, for how could
anything be reported to a universal church? Whatever
a church does, according to the divine will, is ap-
proved in heaven. And there can be no appeal by
anyone from the authority of a local church.

(3) Because the churches, in the very nature of their
existence as separate congregations, do not constitute
a hierarchy. Hence the Scriptures speak of “the
churches of Galatia” (Gal. 1:2), not “the church of
Galatia”; “the seven churches” of Asia (Rev. 1:20), not
“the church of Asia,” etc. Accordingly, it would be a
misnomer to speak of: “The Church of America,” or
“The Church of Europe,” or the church of any state.

The Roman Catholic system is that of a hierarchy,
founded by Constantine the Great in the fourth cen-
tury. It is a body of ecclesiastical rulers disposed
organically in ranks and orders each subordinate to
the one above it, with the Pope as the chief, the
Pontifex Maximus, to whom the Catholic congrega-
tions throughout the world are subject.

Other denominations, such as the Episcopalians and
Presbyterians, compound their congregations in one
ecclesiastical system, making the word “church” mean
the aggregate of all their local congregatlon_s. In all
these human systems the local church loses its mean-
ing in the light of the Scriptures. )

(4) Because the Scriptures recognize the equality of
churches. They are not equal in numbers, or material
possessions, or even resourcefulness, but as units in all
associated capacity. In I Corinthians 12:12-27 the
Apostle Paul likens a church to the human body—
made up of many members but still one body. One
man may be much larger than another, still the small-
er man is as much man as the other. He has as much
right as a citizen and can vote at the polls as often
as the larger man. )

In sum, the nature of the church is shown by the
fact it is local as to sphere, visible as to appearance
and independent as to relationship. This is corroborat-
ed by history. Dr. Thomas Armitage points out the
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; e says:
independence and quality of chul‘CheS.“:iher;n}éent of
“All the Apostolic churches were in _etp No gen:
each other, and equal in rank and at._ltholii_;" century
eral council wag held or known in thi

(History of the Baptists, p. 160).

. t Cen-
ree significant facts are shown: (l)hTh'?hgrrs being
tury churches were independent Of.e&‘.C 2)0 the}” were
self—governing and autonomous boghes, (eneral coun-
equal in rank ang authority; and (3) no g apart from
cil was known in the first century, that IS}’] 1131 in New
the churches. Inter-church councils were he il (Acts
stance the Jerusalem councntil the
 but as Mosheim testifies, “Tt was not ils apart
that many traces of counci

Testament times, in

second century”

from church authority appeared.

were
After saying that all New Testament chl_erhf}fer by
ind nature, although bound ‘Log}f il

of faith and practice, Mosthee Savas
ery one of them enjoyed e
considered as being on a fooshe?m’s
equality with the rest” (Mo

e€pendent in
the ¢Ommon tje
clareg, “That ey
rights, anqg was
he most perfect

Historiea] Commentaries, Vol. 1, p. 196).
EDWARD GIBBO

. : f sister
N, famousg historian, says of s
churches:

. . de-
“Uniteq only by the ties of faith and chal'lﬂ_(' iInntel"
Pendence ang equality formed the basis of their e
nal Constitution by which the Christians were gov f the
Or more than 3 hundred Years after the death oarate
apostles, Every society formed within itself a sepi dis-
republic; and although the mos well
ales maintained a mutual, as tion,
course of letters and cepnia lsu-
Was not yet connected PY 2 of
assembly" (Gibbon’s Hlsiorl{ 1L
e and Fal] of the Roman Empire, Vol.
Pp. 554, 558),

and independent
tant of these little st
as a friendly, inter

ristian world

or e o

b o T legislative

o Titing Strietly a5 5 secular h
at for More thay 4 h

of the

, or i ;
time the o, €gislative

-

istorian, Gibbon sa%’}?
undred years after the d‘?a

apostleg, Christianity knew nothing of “any

Hroreme assefnbly,” while at the same

Urches qjq have genera] messenger assem-

islative
0 reme or legisla
Gl but not “supr retical teach-
blies gll a”SSOCZﬁthosnivere instituted b\}/’e?t?;ti(}:le Scrip-
assembly,” such a e who perverted e
o - nturies, tained a “m
ers in the early ce olity. They main s and
tural plan of churfcr}iler}?dly LiEEe mes cr)lfeslseengers.
Elual tastio‘zsel’} tzlaizt is, as we would say,
eputa )

is “Hi f the
T. CHRISTIAN, in his “History o
DR. JOHN T. ! g
et XOL 1"I'eps‘taln'x.ent sense of tg;:tif)}:;xl'cor L
g e anization as a N S
e et gl;lgg a large dlstnctiz:irions. 1y,
eral Church, covimber of loc_al orgar; i
Compise_d flie aScI:iptural sense, is alway
church, in

” LR b
ent, local organizagglg.EDICT, “History of Baptists,
D% DAYID inclined
p. 332: f time, so strongly 'wie_rismggz general
“In process o bodies (associa }1101 ot s farind
to constitut? 1hesce;ur15 of appeal, t and nalke: them
assemblies) lng’ fine. their power'Sltsain all mges and
necessarYd i‘zorye councils, as Baptis
merely advi

”
countries have done.

1. lity are
3. Church gov;!frncrﬁﬁ?_ch government or polity
Three forms

inations—Congre-
nized by the 'denon]nnr;‘l}tllé)lﬁrst means
e e e o O s demonracy with
o oney e ythe congregation— exercising equal
Egvernment. by of a congregation a goVerxmment by
all the Inembe;S‘esbyterial form is oL 05 8 govetie
suffrage. 'It'he 011' elders. The Episcop 1
s i s : , hich
ety P LTS et o, w
e e lowing oobare. (Romans 14:1).
is maintained by ay receive mem bers (1 ‘Cor, 5:13:
o C}}l)urfz}lll l&ay dismiss mem )
e : ership
2 éo)r. 2:6; 2 Th.ess. 3}.1(:‘1)i~ch eXP,eHed f,romuslﬁfeali)ent to
The Corln‘chlanan by majority Vo}&ieéh e inflicted
an incestuous rrtlhis punishment, w Feoin i original
such a “?F'?F}lf;_ word “many” comes
of many. gl
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-ch
5 . & - chulc
word meaning “majority.” This shows the

Mmaintained g democratic polity. . an

) A whole church voted in the election of
apostle (Acts 1:26). ) rdi-
p4 whole church acted in the election and o
nation of the first deacons (Acts 6:2-6).

J o 'On.
whole church acted in sending forth missi
aries (Acts 13:1-2; 14:26-27).

Questions on Lesson I

. What is the lexicon definition of the word church?
2. What is 5 theological definition of church?

3. Name the analogical definitions,

4. What jg meant by the nature of a church?

5.

Give Some reasong f

3 I e
What does Historian Edward Gibbon say of th
early churcheg?

Or your answer.

o

T What do Drs. Joh
dict Say relative
What i mean

. e_
n T. Christian and David ]gen
0 the nature of the church?

t by church government?

Name (e three Principal forms of church gov-
€rnment.

10 Which one is Scriptural? Give five reasons for
your answer,

14
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Outline of Lesson II

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

The Significance of Church Membership.

-<hip.
L. The dignity and honor of church membership

2. Obligations entailed by church membership.
3. The Church Covenant.
(1) Origin of the Covenant.
(2) Text of the Covenant.,
3 Analysis of the Covenant.
Qualifications for Membership-
1 Salvation of the soul.
2. A Profession of faith,

3. Baptism by divine authority.
4. Christian deportment.

Modeg of Admission.

L. Baptism,
2. Letter,

3. Statement.

Modesg of Dismission.
1. By letter,

2. By exclusion,

3. By death,

Lesson II

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

o . 1
; h is a matter ol
Baptist churc 22 B e of
To be a memtberfcgf aIt cgrrif?s' the Sl%mélrciigg e
pe ltm'}i)s rgiavé resPonSiblﬁtll(leZhgaeI; 5 HKis Chiis
honor, entai : w cha _ a
: vith ne : ist, a flag
memlbfer fIatC(?stg \f::; :,f cross-bearing Sf\?vl;n%}zllalesarin g in
tian life. It i ictian race, a e
s 4 ristian : ness, and
Fhiong m.thf t(fl}el forces of u.nrlg:l;cgolljzfurling of
battles agains hip that signals JOY_d some things
withal a relatéonictgry Let us ﬁgnm er
5 r of v : ip.
t}ﬁzt 2232}? upon church membership

Shlp
I Th Slgnlflcance Of Chu:tch Member
. e

h membership.
o honor of churc he quali-
L. The chg.nltYd*"“(;;l the person who mieggsrt;socrllsi
Th‘is is affirme bership, for the follgw . b-l e Go
Hexiions fo;mel}? is the greatest mStltﬁtsl(:)Ine occupies
(1) The churc of it, then, mea n earth.
man. To be a men;l?gell;est and nobleStf ?eréll{lsoHimself:
a position in thet by the testimony o that are born of
This is borne Outo ou, Among them than John the
Verily I say l}lln’ch }l,]Ot risen a gl‘?atlegst in the king-
Boptiot: obvithemnding e tat 2 (Matt, 11:11). As a
Baptist: notwith reater than he” ( xcelled John the
dom of hea(\lzen 1: 1%1 an of Ged lio'ngdec)m of heaven is
prophet and as least in the Kkin was never a
e BUt gtlzilte(; than Joyllm'ys f5(1)11;e }elgrthly phase of
Positionally which 1 : position
member of the ch’lclﬁ‘:}: a member OccugileSOStsl:i)de the
the kingglon}thaiothat of the best of m
far greater
church. 17




(2) The church is the
the blood of Christ,
olomon with the b

. ith
only institution dedlcatedlwl;;y
The dedication of the temp es a
lood of animal sacrifices 1‘%% of
type of the dedication of the church with the de been
Christ. He shed His blood after the church ha o
established. The institutions of men in the apart
edicated by human beings
from the blood of

s ations
Christ. Church denon?lf.’laggiz-
founded 1 men cannot clajm this honor. Civ loid of
ernments, ‘although essential and mighty, are v
it. The ¢] i

; ess
aim of Popes as vicars of Christ to ,p(;lsgth-
Power to give rank and dignity to the church is bal”
ing better than “sounding brass, or a tinkling Cymthol"
3) The church is the only institution divinely .al-lduals
ized to Carry out the Great Commission. Indivi love,
outside of church memberShip may testify to th_et by
and Saving grace of God through Chris "ful
h sinnerg may be saved, byt they fail of the to
authority comprehended in oy Lord’s CommlSSIOnleC
His church. Therefore Mmembers of the church fol'llllc o
by Christ Possess authority unknown to all outside
t g c.}I};:rch '
ha 8 OPPOrtunity of church membership.
_ The Jerusalem church set ap example for ChurChle:
N all ages a4 We read in Acts 2:42: “And they co -
tinueq Stedfastly ; apostles’ doctrine and fellow
ShIp, and jp breaking of bread, ang in prayers.” c-
h Was steadfast or firm in her pﬁle
e being turned agjqe by the opposition of

memb :
thought ¢ ~T2PeTs enjoyeq

. . 0
: Sweet fellowship with n
One r

he term #f 1e ey oy

: € the other in authol‘ltl}’s'
ellowshijp» signifies equality of partnehe
N a commgp tause. When applied to t
% church, ¢ denotes a relation based on
Sing in church fellowshj , in doctrine and per-
2Ship, the membelps are eligible for the
churp oo f the Lorg: UPper, hence the Jerusalem
outsig Was falthful “in breaking of bread.” No c.)ne
18 € a New Testament church hag this opportunity-

_ 's Supper is a
This is true for the reason the Lord’s Supp
is is -
. . he Jerusa
Chlgc?a ordaI;él? Cl(iefe in church fello,yVS\};elllgi'leTpraner is a;
( pr " ed “in prayers. he children o
lem church continu is granted to the never-
personal P”Vllegea:él dunder all CIrcurréitL‘l"‘;‘:%es’worship
God every w.helne essential part of t?lres of a worship
Hheless 1t 1s fhree outstanding fea reaching.

Sepules. The raying, singing and ped only in church
Serv)lc%harennpique fellowship h‘?rguhog;t Christian growtﬁ
(5 e ive to the hi ining in a
relations is Con?{u(;;;issible a necessirﬁn;rlfég efgfectual
in grace. It mfa cehurch work. And tl home and in for-
departments of the Word of God hized this fact when
the ministry o Apostle Paul recogn ian church, that
eign lands. The aperS of the Ephes;hat I may open
he requested Prbz given unto meihe mystery of the
“utterancﬁ én?gly to make known

my mouth bo 3

gospel” (Eph. 6:19).

embership.
3. Obligations entailed by church m

: . desired and es-
ch fellowship 15 hlghlyit must not ‘be
Wil Ch'mmbasic e tion of Christian
sential, bemgf it were the summa
stressed as if

mber
obligations of a church me
responsibility. The ¢

: 1d-
head of all wor

are numerous. ions must be put a seek ye first

(1) Church devotls(())?]zl concerns. htgggsneSS; swid all
ly affairs and Peéod and his rig ou” (Matt. 6:33).
i kingdom Olrfall bé added urltotyonly question the
these things S. this order, we n»o we also show our
When we re\re1§eLord,S word, but ] things of life and
veracity of 0‘}‘11 ent to the materia

i attachm £ bene
grlcrl?:t?l’lst in the divine

volence to fu%)flillt }'::E
capable
Hence we act as if we are more cap
promise. Henc

; business. nd done it
teod in man}?gl?il?ggnce must be regular a
(2) Church a

95: Psalm 122:1).
P rews 1025, : Our g]\nng
o (%Ie;;ort SRS Cg;%rg}};eerful (IT Cor.
() e satic (I Cor. 16:1, (II Cor. 9:6); sacri-
S ld be: pyiem 8:12); generous the right purpose
pi willing (1 Lo b, 13:16); with : 3
ficial (IT Cor. 8:2, 9;




(IT Cor,

. 8:14;

9:7); and on the basis of equality (IT Cdor{)y an

Heb. 7:8). quality in giving is not measurretionately

€qual amount by “each member, but PrOP%_lz) But

each possesses (II Cor. iver must

efore any gift i acceptable to God, the glr 13:1-3).

first give himsels to the Lord (IT Cor. 8:5; I Ok' should
All church and associated wor

according to what

Phases of the
e suppprted.

r
to Christ, Every church memgst
1 € saved but also a’ soul Wmn(e;]g’ine
°2ving this greatest of all privileges to the or
Ministerg alone

Is declareq by Solomon tq b
:30), anq the

S chariot.” g lue
ad Stayed o e job 5

* e showeg t ;
a person belie €d that salvatij

r leves ip Him verse 3
& officer touching is
salvatmn

: Isting the unenlj
estlmated that about Isted m

1
others. The Lord accepts such
im, especially when His culnself‘
ecipients (Matt. 10:40-42).” When done need,
ishly, we elp ourselyes when we help others ImKings
Il'grl blessings are certain tq return to us (

:13-16),

all the saved Jesus speaks T owill
0 Peter ang Andrew: “Follow me, and inning
Make yoy, fishers of men» (Matt. 4:19). Soul Wlprov-
i € an act of wisdom (ward
soul winner is assured a great re hilip
(Psalm 126:5, 6; Dan. 12:3). The method used by Pr to
€ evangelist’ ip, Winning the Ethiopian office led
is €Xemplary (Acts 8:26-40). First, he was the

of the Lorg €cond, he took interest in he
i to him,” verse 30. Thl-rdléing
¢ 1evel with’ the officer, thin as
channe] of thought, verse 31. Fourth, he“}'Vl,n
© 29. He was told to th

thyself to h; i d himself to the eharta]
» 88 the original word I‘enderfs
glue.” Fifth, Philip preached Jes .
on is in Christ Whed
7. Sixth, he instructer

g S obligation tq baptism afte

, Vers i
(6) EnJicorses 38-39,

embers. It has beerel
Sixty percent of the averag

f
t the burden o
alisted. This me.aniii};'? How to correct
church are uner borne by the mmto0 e Tt ol
responsibility is oblem difficult e
this fault is 2t§1*r’s problem alone, a

is not the pa

ind

churches fin

ible by the Lord. Sorrggram, miLe f\?-

el I;esigogrsllorganized lviséta;lt;%?wgard method. ¥
succes .

- Lord,
r ng of the Lo
=B upoie da 'Ifni?:ries (t)o claigl tg:r:;isélssl agnd po’iirétlstli
thod used, if 1 ith the d bers in
Qlelst be in kee%lng ‘:,v;y to enhStf:;eeThem ihe
ok Thie Chu-rhCh'c:hui‘lch is to keep be
tivities of the Church Covenant

in of the Covenant, which
i

. e its text.
Let us first study the orig d then analyz

t, an
most Baptist churches adop

he Covenan ili to
L (& 5 famlll'ar
Origin of t he Church : ovenant 45" 1s infers
'11‘.h history of t in various forma nie
e

. » th
e : f Faith,” bo :
many by its 2;1plzei§a?1$e “Deﬁaratgcl)r\l/vﬁose firsit pr;gg’
en with tha ) hurch a.l'l is manual re 3
F(l)(l).l\;ld in Pendéggonchootnote in fﬁgied many years
. 1 1 . . h was
Ing was 1n lot€ of Faith w i
“rpY, 5 laration .D. S hcart say
ag(};lsyge({\jewton B]go‘())v\z’l’lDDr. Wllllagédcsacf commonlg
. Dr. Br the little cr hes, &n
Speaking of of the ist churc X
"II')Ie was the auj:hc:-:.rganized Bapnsfession" (Baptist
adopted in ne“{\}yw Hampshire Con e
smowil 5e The Mew oS tion of wha
E:ACYCIOPedia’ e I:’ard the prepa}:iare Confession bOf
The first efforttg)ew_uNew D ol 1%_:130}“})}1
came known as ¢ was begunt oH e, o New Hamp-
Faith and a Covir}llize authOFlzed ﬁi’e committee, :;’g‘n
a committee of tist Convention. Taylor and L ﬁ’%vmg
e St?t?\lB%? Williams, W({?s'chal‘ged e Ig(l)et(:: the
sisting of N. W. ), was ized to com
Pearson), thorized t 9, Pearson
(also spelled n was au ting in 1832, it was
D A AT Ptnie mee and then i
%,vork. e anm}l:ilch was appr%v?g{lr, including Rfe
de Il report,lwt committee Od favorably on tter
i R B el ations. The ma
Brown. Thl's]CSO"';Vith some alter 21
Pearson articles,




Was then refer
mittee, Brethr

IS was done
came the leadin

of the Declaration and Co

- com-
red to two members of the selele(twtifse '
en B. Stow and Brown, to be i

in October, 1832, when Dr. Bro

Brown republished the DeCl{’.lratlggurch
Covenant, “under the title of The Baptist tion he
anual, ‘with gych revision as on mature reflecti
€ems called for af

’ an
ter the lapse of twenty yearsytance
also ‘supplying two new articles, one on Re’pe?n the
and Faith "~ anq the other gn Sanctification.” s the
advertisement to this pPamphlet Mr. Brown cl?ln;‘voul
SsarorshiD of the oyfstya) Publication, and this wol"
Seem tgo g question, which is otherwise pp-
-‘_S-)Sllllr%tﬂ()The New Directory for Baptist Churches,

) . [ ew
; € work of preparing TheCI(\JIVe'
Hampshire ion of Faith ang Church tion
.Was instigateq by a State Baptist organiza nly
and finjghaq by D Newton Brown. Being Ode
{ecommended ches, it was never Ll
‘0 be an j

ext of the Church Covenant.
S appearing i

t
n p ) Covenan
reads as followa: endleton’g Manual, the

N led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God:
th _Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, al'.l

€ Professiq ing been baptized in
and of the Son, and of th]z
and thijg aseere 90 now in the Presence of God, ange
into coye Y, m

r
* 0st solemn] and joyfully en'te
ant with Ohe anothey 3 5

ive for the
istian love; to sirive ior
in Chrlstlan. dge, holiness
to walk 109‘:1}:?. this church in k-nov:lne(igspiritualiiw
advancemen. to promote its prosperity ilins and docs
and comfort; to I;rship, ordinances, glscepularly 5 §ho
to sustatln li,i::ibute cheerfully anns:sgof i G
trines; to ¢ oy . to the expe he "gospel
sllilpporlt_ c;f t?et}?*;lnl;zi‘:g and the spread of the g
the relief o devio-
i : ecret
througl‘i all naggzst.o maintain fam;'glillrdirel:- sfto Siek tha
We also eng te our C e alk
4 i educate 3 ces; fo w
oo 16 rehgmusllgi(ndred and acq?al?tiinour dealings,
S_alvatlon of 01:1:; the WOl‘ld; to be Jusxemplary in our
?rcllllfm lsp'edlc?u:' engagementis, ;ndsaele and use of in-
aithful in in from the lous in
. bstain ir be zea
dep_ortr.nent. 'tok: as a beverage, anifigur Saviour.
toxicating drmdvance the kingdom r one another in
our efforts to a e to watch ove bor 1 GrAvers 1o
We further enga;.gemember each ot O e culifuate
brotherly love: 1o sickness and distr rtesY in speech;
aid ea_ch other ;?1 in feeling and coureadY for recon-
Christian stpi 1<;ffense. but alwaysf our Saviour o
tolbe i 13 t:}niidful of the rules o ,
ciliation, an
secure it without delay. fhat %
We moreover engage as possible:
this place we will, as soon carry out th
other church, Where- w?p‘i:: of God's Word.
nt and the princ 1 . at the
covena lysis of the C°"‘?naf’tl ts the fact that e
3. Analysis analysis reflec ked by the Serip
b’%‘.he t.f"llog}lﬁ%e Covenant are back
obligations
tures.

it’ i lvation. Spirit of

=5 i Bplilis Worlé lgsszve believe, b{lsﬁ?e(E}fh. 2:1;
“Having beelraleggi\,’e o LORE) Tes |

?oci?ﬁ (;:%3; 16:8-11; Acts 16:1<), to Christ in the

N a sinner :otion of his
ol Thef Spézzlitlgleicii;l through convictiox
sense of m

i rd of God.
sins in connection with the word,
B. Salvation in Christ éegu;ésu
“To receive the LO‘4. L
1:11, 12; Rom. 2:4;

hen we remove from
unite with some
e spirit of this

as our Saviour” (John
;‘76' Eph. 2:8-10). :
:26; )




Note: "
ot;(.)WA sinner, thmugh the Spirit’s convicting
€r, 1s moved toward Christ, not any system

of 7 ;
be %chéd\'&/orks or self-righteousness, in order t0

Erofession Before Baptism.

(0] :
Illl.the profession of our faith” (Acts 8:37; I John

15; T Cor. 12:3: A 41;
s 2:3; Acts 2:41; 10:46-48).
Otf%reAbprqfessmn, in some manner, )is made be-
the no2Ptism; and, being Spirit-led, it signifies
brofessor is saved before baptism.
avine L Vinely Authorized.
andéof G‘E]?ln baptized in the name of the Father:
28:19-20; ic?so?é 30. c3130f19t he Holy Ghost” (Matt:
ote: £ s oo qoo0s 19:1-5),
GOdBanpottlS?ﬁ Is a divine com)mand to a child of
e be Sinner. Anywhere the Scriptures
o ablism being” administered by the
odheay of Christ, the authority of the triune
Peitons o fstlrllmph?d" as the office work of the
distinet, g e Trinity is essentially related yel
E. Uitiadn C ee John 5:30; Eph. 2:18-20.)
W ¥ Covenant as Ope Body.

e do no .
this assevl;llblln,the bresence of God, angels anf%

into Covenant with one

ri tn :

Note: A coi,‘t;’;‘ft%ﬁ; Matt. 18:19, 0: T Cor. 12:27)

F. § -t‘.vo OT more perls.ir?smutual agreement between
* “Dlru Lea s

d ; ,
e engag:rshlp of God's Children.

s ) ther f 5
Spirit” ~iore, by the aid of the Holy
‘NoéCtsTl&éﬁom' 8:14; T Cor. 2:13-14; John 14:16;
* The Spirj
word of SCI;J(I)I‘I‘E, I;ever leading contrary to the
a his work ang ,Wgrsrﬁiogwlly aids the believer in
2 Obllgations to the Church

I‘Otherly
lOVe” walk, “TO walk . -

2 M (Acts 9:  Tohn 7 3:§Z-g§5t)her in Christian
el 4

1

Wtual adyap,
Vancement ancement, “To stri re
of this Church, in rﬁ%i\jfel;lggehsh_

B
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10.

ness and comfort” (II Tim. 2:15; II Peter 3:11;
II Cor. 1:4).

Growth of church. “To promote its prosperity.

and spirituality” (Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; I Cor. 15:58;
Phil. 1:27). ‘ .
Loyalty to the church and her dqct}‘lqes. To
sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and
doctrines” (Heb. 10:25; John 4:23; Matt. 28:19, 20;
Rom. 6:4; II Thess. 3:6; Acts 2:42; Jude 3).
Regular and systematic financial support of the
church’s work. “To contribute cheerfully and
regularly to the support of the ministry, the
expenses of the church, the relief of the poor,
and the spread of the Gospel through all na-
tions” (II Cor. 9:7; I Cor. 9:14; 16:1-2; II Cor.
8:1-14; 9:6, 12; Gal. 2:10; Heb. 7:8; Rom. 10:15).
Some of these references were previously given.

. Obligations in Personal Conduct.
1. A prayer life.

«“We also engage to maintain
family and secret devotion” (II Tim. 1:5; Matt.
6:6; I Tim. 2:1-2; Acts 17:11; I Thess. 5:17).
Religious education. “To religiously educate our
children” (Eph. 6:4; IT Tim. 1:5; Deut. 6:4-8). ‘
Soul winning. “To seek the salvation of our
kindred and acquaintances” (Mark 5:19; John
4:28-29, 46-53; Prov. 11:30). .

A worthy walk. “To w)alk circumspectly in the
world” (Eph. 4:1; 5:1, 15). A
Hon:lst;.Ep“To be just in our dealings (Rom.
12:17; Phil. 4:8). _

Reliability. “Faithful in our
(Rom. 12:11; Luke 9:62). ) 5 ;
Godly example. “Exemplary 1n our ezp'cig -
ment” (II Thess. 3:9; Phil 9:14-15; I Peter .“T).
Brotherly attitude one toward another. “To
avoid all tattling, backbiting, and e}fciesswe
anger” (II Cor. 12:20; I Tim. 5:13; Eph. 4:31).
Abstinence. “To abstain from the sale ”and use
of intoxicating drinks as a beverage (Prov.
20:1; Hab. 2:15; Eph. 5:18).

Godly zeal. “To be zealous 1n

engagements”

our efforts to
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iour” (Col. 4:12-
advance the Kingdom of our Saviour” (Co

13; James 2:16; J
Obligations to Fello
1L, Brotherly care.

ude 3; Rev. 3:15).
w Members.

Rom. 12:10; Gal. 6:2: T D
2. raying one for another. “To 1‘3151_’16)' i
other in prayer” (Eph. 6:18; Je}‘mes each other
3. Help given in time of need. “To ?13_ Heb. 6:10;
In sickness ang distress” (Rom. 12:13;
Matt, 25:40),
4,

ristian cour
pathy in feeling an
13:2; 1 Peter 3:8).
5. atience ynq
offense, but alwa
mindfy] of the r

| 2).
Without delay” (James 1:19; Eph. 4:26, 32)
J. Obligation to Acti

Ive Membership and Service.

“We moreover e
is Place, we will
With some other ch
out the spirit of this

28:30-31),

Note: On movin

on
€ 1o a new location, a _pef(S) 5
Should not g lay moving his membershlpnear_
Scriptural church, if ope is found there or i
» Ne should seek assistance ;
Missionary or ¢ .

Y. But if not

ome mini
which h

II. Qualifications f
Fo; d Person tg pe qualif
Balptlst church, he shoulq

meet four conditions.
alvation of the soy],

church ig SUbposed to he hom
a Congregation v
Unsaveq f

or Membership

of place as members
LoSoDs are given tg Sustain this position.
(€)) Salvatlon is in Christ, not i
26

: atch
“We further engage t(I) '\IN‘hess.
OVer one another in brotherly love
3:12;

—— S m—
tesy. “To cultivate ChHStllle’l’n( Y ,
d courtesy in speec

ke
o ta
€r pressure. “To be Sl'o'wtif)n, an
¥s ready for reconcilia il
ules of our Saviour to se

m
e fro
ngage that when we re"?"l" unite
as soon as possible carry
urch, where we can

inciples
covenant and the plilélgill?z&
0. od’s word” (Actg 9:26-28; 11:19-21; 18:

s g0 g
n
ied for membership 1ir

e of saved Peo,%ﬁ;
regenerate membership.
herefore are out

following r

n the church. “Neither

: e other
: for there is non g
ion in any other: , whereby
is there salvation ,lel:1 gi{ren amoﬂgsr&eigtures nowhere
name under heav Acts 4:12). The btained by church
must be saved th(at salvation 1s t%e saviour. d'ko
even mtlmateThe church is not aved were adde 3
membership. f Pentecost the sa favour with a
(2) On the day of God, and havm%he church daily
the church. ;;Prc?lﬁlnegLOrd adde‘g_;'? R. V.). Whe(ril :Iﬁg
the people. Anc ed” (Acts 2:47, ty receive
such as were being asa};,undred o 1t:V‘czeci:la}s’iorl, the Lorg
SRy nurrﬁbiriggmbership Oﬁetgznctioned in heave
saved into he ason :
for the re tt. 18:18.) “on a
3Vd}?;tdtﬁ};eg}rllurch did,hg%egull/[?ight_ Shoulic; l())(leuplllitght (IT
(3) Jesus declar‘éS ;,15)_ Christ mclﬁirch (Rev. 1:2023.
o e find the light, we
sk %6) iandl ;;cgreing a church tec;nbers. t pre-
;rcl)ztseez(si i?sz?ore enterir;}%eaks)lgéd of C?;i:itnén;lsace at
ing by latter leans-
(4) The Cleal‘jSIng water, the Shlp The C
thevime of obiaining church memberzhip, while the
the time of o is inwar ing applie 1
: d is In ism, being f the in
Ing by the bloo f baptism, mbol 0 :
washing by thedwi‘fg (i)s therefore ;ast}ér. This truhh clé
body, is outwar It is blood loeforee of the chlldlréiamb
ward cleansing. tional deliverancof the pascha
PreltIn e nRbOnE. B N eed
Israel the nig

they
es where

lied to the doors of i She Sloaplti;’;1 sk
was applie k vlace befor I Cor. 10:1-2.

dwelt, which took p

12:11-14; o
v . (See Exodus condition
PP:‘Z(.l ie:ro(fession °}f3 f?;;xlllp in a Chur%}}’ﬂ?‘? g profes(siug%
) smeking menlb g bR S make, His was e T
baptism,'On‘? lscﬁi(ilst as Saviour. “And Philip s?; And
the Btihmter oo by P o hbart, thou aus Christ s
the Ethiopian o ith all thine 'he t’hat Jesus ith pre-
thou believfilSt Wét said, I bellel‘;iofession of faiglrece Hon
he answere ane Acts 8:37): baptism e
the Son of God ( and water ssion comes :
cedes water bapt.lsmt’herefore a %fseNew Testamen
church _membershllape,l.ship_ In all o7
fore church mem




instances, the act of bapti p
. ; aptism was preceded by a pro
ssion of repentance and faith, P

aptism in the name of the Father, and of the

‘Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

._Paptism is one way of making a confession of faith
;?ycgfrlSt},l which act is to be per%ormed by the authol”
Sato: (’;fe triune God (Matt. 28:19-20). No one IS
o b; z °r membership in a church without baptism
ceremoniay . 49€s not wholly qualify him. It is_the
% fix('):tlal qualification he jg required to meet. It 15
one’s faCt’. I order, of Christian obedience after
Protession, although one may have the oppor”

tunity ¢ i .
bapti}z’ed(,) Witness for Christ as Saviour before he 15

4. Christian deporiment.

ber Ogrargﬁetmg the qualifications to become a menm-
Mmemberghj uE,Ch’ one may disqualify himself to retail
ote: 5 oY unchristian deportment (II Thess. 3:6)-
may obtaip R Testament times, false brethre?
later iy beme:mberShlp In a church, who sooner_ OF
(Gal. 2:4.5) “'S°OVered and should then be expelle

II1, Modes of Admission

€ are three wa . 3

. vays of admigsi f ns into
me ; sion of perso
statement Tbership: (1) baptism; (2) letltjeﬂ and (3)

not the door into a church-

€ Voice of ¢ ¢ .
missed y be Teceived ang bhe church by which mem

T Y Which they may be dis-
must g t that js made the dooryof a}c,lmiSSion
it wen erefore ci\ e e foon of dismission
New ol be impodsialnot meet this requirement, a5
oy Testamen c:SIble to “unbaptize” ?1 person!’ s

i TGh s AP ey s Tes one’
28 % Primary condﬁioncff&il; 10:47). But bap-

A

only as it presupposes the subject’s regeneration and

profession of faith in Christ.

2. Letter.

This method is used when a member _tl‘anSf%rsogloeT
one church to another of the same falthlan recom-
The letter is not his membership, being On]y ah' and
mendation that he leaves his church in fel %V}ZS clgurch
a certificate of his Christian ti_epor'fment toTh: custom
with which he seeks to identify h-lmsefl'f'd Scriptural
of writing letters of recommendation 1'3 st dogs not
precedent (Acts 15:23). While this m(}"ll' enit served a
relate particularly to church membeﬁf’- 1p’the custom.
kindred purpose and therefore justl _1est St o3
When the converted Saul of Tarsus ﬁisdatrt))pjom the
the disciples at Jerusalem and attempte false disci-
church there, he was at first repulsed Zfﬁ rnabas for
Ple, and it took the recommendatxonTﬁ. v?as an oral
him to be accepted (Acts 9:26-28). ' urpose as a
recommendation, answering tht_e same pt'stg use the
letter or written recommendapon' Bap 1oral recom-
letter method, as it is not feasible for }almn a member
Mmendation to be given at all times whe

transfers membership.

3. Statement.

A member is received by
tian experience, when for any accep
has lost membership in a church. Memt‘n letters of
When a church disbands without grantl galso known
dismission to the members. Clhlll‘ches-arie osition or
to change from their original dOCtrmah' pelsewhere
affiliation, so that one seeking members el?ther would

oes not desire a letter of dismission, n But no one
the church receiving him desire a letter. ho does not
should ever be received on statement rVIVSCripturally
furnish acceptable proof of having bee
baptized.

il entn or by Chris-
statem tuble reason he

bership is lost

IV. Modes of Dismission e
L2t n sus-
tained by the Scriptures for the dismis

from a church. 29




3. By death.

ically ter-
ip is automatica
’s church n ]em?erzlrl]lcpe I:Ction Oftth?coc};rlglil;
A person No confer authority
r minated by dfearth}-ler clerk to ha\};eer’s decease. hurch
L. BY letter. ber of anothlfe s nece§sa{}}1’e fecords of the rgerr?ame from] t}a]lep(l:'actice
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Lesson III

ORIGIN AND IDENTITY OF THE CHURCH

ChIn‘ this chapter we shall prove by the Scriptures that
; tI‘lst founded His church during His personal min-
stry on earth and that it has the Baptist identity.

I. Origin of the Church

l'hPUIjing Christ’s earthly ministry.

S 1 i C YOS . p aa

follows: s sustained by plain Scriptural proof, as

te(l) The typical significance of the building of the
mple by Solomon to the building of the church by
rist. Note this comparison.

The Analogy
(Hebrews 3:3-6)
The Temple The Church

L. Built by divine order, 1. Built by divine order,
§1Chron. 17:2-12; 22:6- John 4:34; 14:31; 17:4.

comparison
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“c}abernacle, II Chron.
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6 Mat‘?rial prepared by _ Material prepared by
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Luke 1:16, 17, 77.
4 It was built by S ded b
‘ olo- It was founde v
32 mon, II Chron.y5:1. Christ, Matt. 16:18;
Eph. 2:19-22.
33
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e



8. There were 1

10. Praye; of d
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dictated to by his the conscienc ht to wors églief is.
right to dictate to ss the civil ”2‘13 what his Hove
only does he posse declare open yal right to
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Outline of Lesson IV

THE CHURCHES ACROSS THE CENTURIES
L. Testimony of the Scriptures.

I

2

3.

Assurance of Christ the Founder.,

The immutable foundation,

The pre-eminence of the Head of the church.
4. Preservation by the Head.

5. God’s burpose to get glory in the church.
6. Christ’s tender love of His church.

7

- Backedq by the Great Commission.

II. The Testimony of History.
1. The Bohemian line.
2. The Welsh line,

3. The Anabaptist line.

III. The Testimony of Scholars,

—

Lesson IV

URIES
THE CHURCHES ACROSS THE CENT

. by
ine cherished
Perpetuity of the church is a-docitsrﬁgant that there
missi(?nary }],3aptists. By perpetuily

is church
: unded Hi
13 never been a day since Christ fo

n earth, an
When there was no Scriptural church © til He
th

. ;istence un "
- continue in exis another tern
Shz‘il t?oemfahgég}iln Shélhlurch successtlocl}]qulls”ches have .Sgg'
€hoting perpetuity, implying th‘z by Christ in Persor
Ceeded ignpall ages the one founde gt of ‘the _apget =0
is j %ssion of churches, nf napostohcal Sure
as tayg hat lsouccthe Romish doctrmiot their bishops a
ceSSiong." Rc})’man Catholics hold tha

e
d the testimony of som

i her-
Main and also to history an f church T

) trine O
Scholars i support of the doc
Detuity.

iptures
I. The Testimony of the Script

. nder. i d
L. The assurance of Christ the Fou t Peter, an

« hat thou ar ates
/ind I say also unto thee, T church; and the gy
Upon this rock I will build my » (Ma

: . here
(12{ ell shall not pr?’vall ?}%:ugi'eek prgnqur;tes e
i i G e gender. e owerful
tlr'dlnslated it is in the feminin o powe
e]] »

never the

" suggestive of death, shallrch. Death being the

Choygh to destroy or kill the C}Hll cor e

Opposite of life, the church quill build t Christ

?ea Ccannot effect its .en(ithis instance, tha

“‘,l.t]ul‘e te_nse, me?nm& “? enlarging he 49
i continue building o1




ist
church having already been founded when Chhfclk;se
made this promise. This work shall go on througen o
centuries, because all the Satanic intrigues ev g
their heinous forms of inquisition, the thumb-s !
and rack, the auto-de-fe, the Smithfield flames,could
the sufferings like those in Plec}rr}ont Valle%he old
not destroy the church of the living God. Ladien)
ship of Zion moves on in face of dungeon, fir
sword. .
2. The immutability of the church’s found‘a‘tnon- i
(1) It is the immovable Rock of Ages. UPXn ostle
ROCK I will build my church.” Not upon the }113 Dt
Peter, nor his confession, nor mere tr,uth as Sucdreek
upon Christ himself. “Thou art Peter.” from thde S ta-
Pefros, meaning a stone that could be moved, t wras
phorical of Peter whom Satan threw around ye hich
€ never crushed. The Greek word for rock on w i
was built is petra, meaning a 1a€‘g'§here-
immovable rock. (2) It is a sure foundation. " Fion
fore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in s
for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a pieshall
cornerstone, a sure foundation: he that believet it s
not make haste” (Isajah 28:16). The sure foundati

ion
declared by Paul to be Christ. “For other foundati
can no m

7 s
an lay than that ig laid, which is i?cis(l)ln
Christ” (I Cor. 3:11). This calls to mind the illustr eaks
used by Christ in Matthew 7:24-27, whe}‘e He Spwho
of two houses being built, one by a wise man rest
built his house on g rock, which withstood the seve
tempests ang floods; the other
built his house on the sand, The
mighty impact of winds and floods. T
church has stoog through al] ¢
floods of persecutions.

he pre-eminence of the Head of the church over
all enemies and powers, ioht,

“Far ahove all principality, and power, and mlg}lly
and dominion, ang €very name that is named, not onl;
in this world, hut 5

150 in that which is to come: an
hath put a] things y

1o be
nder his feet, and gave him to }l)is
the head over all things to the church, which is
50

r all in all” (Eph.
body, the fulness of him that filleth tililned over the
1:21-é3). The headship Christ man}k‘ 12:10) He took
wiireh while He was on earth (Ma;ands supreme in
Yith Him to heaven, whence He ls on earth. Being
dignity anq power over HiS.Cth]b fore the forces
ofgeme He will never Capltlllat? bee destroyed.
°f darkness and allow His church hObY the Head. ‘

he preservation of the churc f the wife, even as

For the Hushand 3 ihie head 0 1 he is the savioul

Chrigt is the head of the church, and 1 word in this
the body” (Eph. 5:23). The origina

‘“ el‘\'er_.” thus
Passage translated “saviour” meéfnsr gfreslis body. In
%edaring Christ to be the preserve

ing one
: : iy, meAIinG
Ph. 4:4" e read: “There is one l?ropg term 18 “.SEd 11}
of a kind, not 4 universal church. This one kind Oll
abstract or institutional sense. ve throughout a
ody Christ gave His life to PEESSLY such shall .be
a el hat the church as the prin-
Is affirms tha ; not merely ol
p.reserved or kept from decaymgi reh and her princ
Clples of 4, church. Both the chu 7 the earth.
*I95 of truth ‘shall never perish ror e in the church
0. € purpose of God to obtain glory <
wughoyt all ages. -«ch by Christ Jesp
Untg him pe glory in the churc rendering 1n the
“Oughout g]) ages” (Eph. 3:21). Ttheemphaticl ‘o
A.mel‘ican Standard Version is qu eChrist Jesus unto
him € glory in the church and m Amen.” Based on
,generatiéns for ever and ever. tual life of the
this Vine assurance of the perpel L~ist to cease to
c-hurch, We might as well expect Chr -ch. While He
live o expe%t the death of the Cl?u'ldcv ‘“Because I
lice With ‘i church on earth He saICc;nclusiVel.V’ it
e ye shall live also” (John 14:19b). t continue 10
T-t ands ¢, reason that the church musi out all ages.
e, 4 God is to get glory in it “throHuigslchurCh' ~
‘6‘. Christ's tendzr, loving care over flesh; but nour=
ishe O N0 man ever yet hated his O\Vliord stie Ch'ur.ch1
Sheth and cherig} th it, even as the f an orlgma”
iEph. S: “Nosulreish” is a tranSIatlm}t Oto bring up-
AT L€aning “to maintain, to S.L}ppofm’s “to warm, to
€ Word translated “cherish” mea

th




k " . ‘
€€p warm, to cherish with tender love, to foster with Here Paul preached the gospe

| in the first century.

tender care.” The word is used i Sit X e he famous Hercynian
in I Thess. 2:7: “But we uated in this region was the 1amo!
2}2?15{::“,? among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her forest, where many first-century Christians dwt%l;. )
Ny dn‘ CBOt'h Nourishing and cherishing the church, Primitive Christianity survived in that atr}(le:, e
Churchay hrist shall present “it to himself a glorious habitants of which fleeing there to escape erey i
thing; b ?c;th having spot, or wrinkle, or any such ome. According to Mosheim, Baptists wf the six-
(Eph’s-g'z atoltgihoélld b(}el holy and without blemish” t}eleﬂt?hbefore the rise of the Reformation o
the true Shes €al 1s this loving care that Christ, Souh century. 3
fos ttfll.ge f(:)lzepherd, testifies that Hg will give His life hen those} people learned of the ﬁt?n;iyg}qugiscrlil:d
of His flfockec‘Clon of the sheep (John 10:11). The sheep of Holland (1467-1536), the learned schota letter, com-
fe tho verw?‘re told not to fear (Luke 12:32). There- oman Catholicism, they wrote h1m_t_an T
Lion of the sgeegeofOng’fliistkis pledged for the protec- g}e?}?ing him for his outsp‘)l;e,‘r]n ogfpgilel‘;act they had
e 2 0Cx. e Pope and informing Il ; ing centuries.
duarantee in the Great Commission. avowed such principles for all the pleCeC\l\Irliqt% him, but

“Lo, I am with
world. Amen” (M:zz,;)tl.1

alway, even unto the end of the Then

to confer

they sent a delegation d branded them as Ana-

the Masters up 28:20). This definite promise of € refused their overtures an
“even unto the ecedasmg presence with His church, aptists, '« letter to Erasmus
any promise fg Ié of the world” (age), is as sure as Every word of those peoples .+ set forth these
to doubt Hig L;n In the word of God. Might as well Showed that they were Baptists, as 1 -ity in ecclesias-
return the Seclén%ml.se of salvation, or His promise to acts: (1) They owned no other auth%I) ’}I"hey rejected
with Hig church t}flme’ as to doubt His promise to be tical matters than the Scriptures: 2 rsilip- (3) Prac-
the church must exirsciutghhout this age. This being true, e Pope and all forms of CathO!lCctVeVg alien baptism.
roughout this age. ticed heliever’s baptism and rel.]:ctices, they refused

IL The Test;
mo! i
Despite the ny of Hisiory

(4) Along with other Romish P

€ auricular confession, prayers

for dead saints, and

persistent eff y ; i . irst-
Irst thr : efforts o the e de hose firs
Catholicseinc,f}f;éuges of the Chrfisi?aenpzfsnznlg the In 1;?5? \c‘:;f’fl;ies the descendal?ts a(;.ttstof Europe
Witnesses of the { ark Ages to destroy not only the Century Baptists spl,‘ead oy Othel’l‘l?ey were among
every vestige of higpo  irALY 1o their views but also nd mingled with the Waldenses: i Hpey in ex-
footprintg of Ba tl'IStory favorable to these witnesses, the forerunners of the Reforma'QOn' ; Baptists could
i eir'forays of Sgoﬁti'are found in every century. ID istence tod:(vﬂzS a group, migsmnar.\

aptists unwittiy la lfn. and death, the enemies of the give them th}e hand of fellowshiP- .
and some of the Wg Yk eft testimony of the existence 2. THE WELSH LINE. to boast of a line
mit only 4 Summa?r E)f hese beople. Space will per- The Baptists of America aré ablIeSa o
as lines of descent yfo th1$ testimony, here presented Connect;j . 1 with the Welsh };thel's came over

%n rtI‘h . B HEMIO Bei%hl\lsés across fhe centuries. ¢ ohn ll\r&igletsle;nBaptist ministeﬁ'{;clil in Massachusetts,

e first cent : fom " ~ganized a €

mOdern' Bohemis \}VJSZ the genera] region out of which at a lVVales ang I%I%aolboth from Wales, and

almatig (Romans 15\_lcarved was called Illyricum an "Ir};) ace calle ?v['les came over 1 to this day
the Adriatje Pl 9; 11 Timothy 4:10). Tt lay across Be 1663, John Mil b has continue ith him. and
52 fom Ttaly ang o Y = S 9an the church whic came over W

west of Greecs. °me of Mr. Miles' company 53
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< , they.
at the house of John Butterworth, in Rehoboth

to the number of
Their names wer
Nicholas Turner,
Eldad Kingsly,
Welsh Baptists,
The Penepek
in a body and
From those ¢
of like faith ha
fore, have direc

by J. Davis, p. 39).

seven, united in a solemn coxéer;?:;l
e: Elder John Miles, James rorih:
Joseph Carpenter, John _Butterv\; i
and Benjamin Alby” (History o

es
Baptist Church came over frorri Wal
settled in Pennsylvania in 170 -
hurches other churches and mlr}chere—
Ve come in America. These all,

1 leS;
t connection with the Baptists of Wa
where Baptists

h
retreats, since t

Davis’ history reads:
“History of the Wels
Three to the Year On

inous
ave lived, at times in the {nountalléoof
he year AD. 63. The title pag

oty
h Baptists from the Year Sixty

d
e Thousand Seven Hundred an
Seventy.”

According to Davis’ hi
itors to Ro

vis-
story, among the several

; ife
me from Wales were Pudens and his W
Claudia, Thes

Christian faith,

. the
€ two coming under the influence of
postle Payl

the
,” were converted to

b 1 .al
1€y were among Caesar’s officl
householq. Soon t

h
and _Pplanted the

ereafter they returned to

Wales

5 avys
gospel in their native land. Say
avis in his histor

ou-
since that time, many th

at
r 180 to report an event th

»p. T re
The Welsh ladyy,pClaudia, and others, wh? dw fhe
converted under Paul’s ministry in Rome, carrie hills
Precious seeq With them, and scattered it on the
and vallieg of Wales; ang
sands have reaped a mosgt glorious harvest.”
Davis Comes to the yea
took place among the W
"We

elsh Baptists, He says:
ave nothing of

icate
: importance to communi
respecting the Welsh Ba

3) to the Year 180, whe

of Faganyg and Damjcy

Plists, from this period g‘l‘les
R iwo ministers by the n

N ales,
nus, who were born in W
ut were borp again j

in Wales”

—

(bid., p. 7). .
€ Baptists in Wales from the year 63 to 18

ind
n Rome, and there becoﬁ‘;me
. € gospel, were sent from
r brethren

.

: ffering perse-
is gives an account Of‘ng;lSSt}?esgayS: o)
Davl§ give in the year 30 o Baptists suffe ne
cution in Wales 300, the Welsl which was 1
“About the year 300, s Dioclesian.
most terrible an tion under the be the first mariy
A “had the pain, and i he Bap
Alban had the “ (Tbid., p. 8). : of the iy
on the British S_hor‘? (}ﬁ)sl «General Hl‘sytozli‘gh Taylor, an
£ Do et Mhage 343, quotes
tist Denomina ) i

: in this
SRR s saying: hurch in
carly English historian, as 2275 e OLD fnd e
. 'From the C-oménignto two partS}; maintained if :nt
Island was dlvc;de Baptist church 1 adepted ;.!;ions
, or ] i
NEW The.a ol But the n ltiplying supers
original prmcllilles' est of the mu
aptism, and the r
of Rome."”

issionary
ugus . as a missio
Austin (also caége,?d éiﬁg sent there
Isles in the year 597,

He

A of Rome.

lic bishop hose who re-
reat, Catholi€ 7o ¢ tho

by Gregory the Great, se

iected his
= d per ists rejec
divided the ChrlstéinSTa;e tru‘?dgi%tis Cath-
: ; res. e No
Jected hl.s'overtvlvlho T cog,?l There Were 10, -
ay doctrines, early as 91 ' ing of . h those of
a church group asds pefore the of Wales wit
olics in those iilaréarly Baptlstst say: 4 petnciles
onnectin € : es on tis :
mo'denr; timeg;, Bene.dltCt Cg:ntend th‘;ttﬁzir; mount.a‘;ml;i
“The Welsh Baz?ilsi ;e recesses Oihe dark reig
W%fe_ma%ntainﬁd ;rllong throud ted with @-he
Drmc1pghiy_di’1 _344). P conn(‘ech in Palestine
Popery” (Ibid.. p . America al t churc Welsh
hus Baptists of and the flrsigohemian and
Apostle Paul atthin fhrough the
of the first centu _ e be-
1 E. aigs l 1S nam
ines, T LIN ith th ; were
iy CEE BNRBAT L rnbed D aae, again)
The Anabaptligsd the baptllsrr;gain (erltrllls but they
C?use they Ifjscptizing people faiths,
Charged with ba

: ad
ther . tism ha
m 0 ir bap
5 them fro w1, O the
0 came OVell ocqme to the
Said the ones who ca

to

ho held

The people W 55
been baptized:

Nnot in reality b

iich
tine) came to the Britis
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this doctrine, g
, alon
:}?lled Anabaptists
e movement ma
distinguished for
teent.h centuries
glaptlsts of todab;
€ enemies of Ba
No common ties of

:gasz;i}; other Baptist views, were
i prorr}ll' as the second century, but
i workm'ent under this name was
i A in the fifteenth and six-
= Wre among the forebears of
o Ells a fanatical group whom
no comm e acadled Anabaptists who had
= aptists. This gro nd worship with the regular
e ‘German Ras up arose and disappeared duri

Note the testimono;n;?tg): Jth - sixteepnth Cenlﬁll;lyg'

; - John A. MacKay, for some

time presid
ent of Pri
Wwrote as g Protesta;ltr;lceton Theological Seminary, who

O Baptists
baptists of pre.R Who are the successors of the Ana-

efo : =
rmation times, have stood for the

necessity of
3 . . e R
requisite forp éﬁonal religious commitment as the pre-

lax risti i
Shiey oty of Protesant Chistians i the Dnied
v S i i
T 5 b:ﬁ: ;narked, espelcaigfl;r;nt?lfe ISI:)I:Jtteh
orl i ervor” l
e Sty fhve U, S e
2 n = . ’ .
Amsbpis o el Baptts of Arica with the
into the 3,07 through  this ‘the Reformation, who
century \Eghsh Baptist moggfrll(éita'nd }\;vere abeoroe
; in the seventeent

hen th :
People were neyey eorcLX ana was dropped. Those

lcal groy

P whom g
Nabaptists Catholics a

C:t?.olics, b'utl\{c[}?:t of these ngelsé'oéeistants alike called
Ca}zhlst_s never hac?l‘lgmal line of Bass,f.nters from the
2 br?lffc Church, psY; Organic cOn%el;f.S called An}?'
mer?Ca aCBCOUnt of siels tbhe line we shla?l? WltthF rg
Baptiste ear in m; y step f now giv
pOsicllsts have bomré“‘t?}cll the namgs }rlz? P'alestme‘tlo
Line upon them 1, rough the o e given which
; ?ﬁe from the firsty their enemieentu“es were im-
by the earmarks” of (qoeily is mo s, as our Baptist
S'T?ES]P o doctrine gnq ke Iflls'p}nctly traced
NUMBER ONE, 1, practice than by
- The

56 .
Scriptures support the

T

declaration that the Christi
g.ere Baptists.
rlstquan of DuPaw University, said:
eadily admit that there was a
back as A.D.
Baptists then, as all C

ans of the first century

Dr. John Clarke Ridpath (Methodist),
“I should not

Baptist church as far

100, though without doubt there were
hristians were then Baptists”

(Church Perpetuity, by Jarrell, pp. 58, 59).
STEP NUMBER TWO. Baptists were called Mon-
ginated in

g}rlliStS_ in the second century. T
hFYgla, from a prominent
who avowed the Christian ¢

he name ori
Jeader named Montanus
ause that had spread over
s of the Roman world

f)\sm Minor and other region

efore the close of the first century. “The Montanist
churches were Baptist churches” (Church Perpetuity,
by Jarrell, p. 76). The great Tertullian identified

himself with these people.
STEP NUMBER THREE.
E?ntumes Baptists were
lan who rose up agains
at Rome. Fusing with

In the third and fourth

dubbed Novatians, from Nova-
t the corruptions of the church
the Montanists, they extended

thgoughOUt the Roman Empire. .
The Novatians demanded pure churches which en-
d so were called Puritans.

forced strict discipline, an

the ‘lapsed’ back into the

They refused to receive g
y held the Catholics corrupt

churches, and because the

_immersed all who came to

in receiving them, they ré
. ; f For this reason alone they

them from the Catholics.
Were called ‘Anabaptists,
this was rebaptism,
and void, because i
churches” (History ©

178).

the faith.

Fuller, an Episcopal
“The Anabaptists are

_STEP NUMBER FOUR.
sixth centuries Bapt
name itself originating in
prominent leader, Don
denounced Catholicism anl

' although they denied that
g the first immersion null

ved from corrupt
by Armitage, P-

holdin s
t had been recel
f the Baptists,

In the fourth, fifth and
ists were called Donatists, the
D. 311, and taken from a
atus of North Africa, who both
defended the purity of

historian of England, .saig:l’:
the Donatists new dipt.

Osiander testified:
Y
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“Our modern

Donatists of 0ld.”
ullinger:

“The Donatists and th
opinion.”

pThe Montanists, Novatians and Donatists held to “?ﬁ
same fundamental beliefs and enjoyed fellowship 1e-
places where they met together. In all essential r
spects they were Baptists. . as
STEP NUMBER FIVE. The name Paulicians 'wth
applied to Baptists in the seventh, eighth and nin

centuries, because they earnestly contended for the
teachings of the Apostle Paul.

Dr. John T, Christian:
“The Paulician churches we

and were planted in Armenia in the first century
(A History of Baptists, p. 49),

The Pauliciang became prominent and powerful in
Armenia in the middl

e of the seventh century. Tll(letbé
taught doctrines helq by Baptists of today. Brocke

Anabaptists are the same as the

e Anabaptists held the same

re of apostolic origin,

rance, which became the center
of these people. Some historians hold them to be
descendants of the Paulicians who came from Armenia
and settled in France ang Italy. Traces of them show
that they haq been “in the valleys of France from th?
earliest ages of Christianity » They were a people 0
reputable character ang Were very numerous, num-
bering “ejght hundreqd thousand” in the twelfth cen-
tury. (A Concise H

istory of Ba tists, by Orchard, p-
138.) They taught doe i 5 4

trines now held dear to Baptists.

STEP NUMBER SEVEN, o appellation Waldenses

was also applied tq Baptists from the twelfth century
to the eformation of t

: ! e sixteenth century. Apos-
tolic in origin, they were

found in the second century
in the Ple’dmont Valley of Northern Italy. From
Valdenses, ¢ meaning valley dwellers, they were called
58

v they grew to be
Waldenses. By the twelfth ccn‘F”“; t}:&} Oé\j'er France
UMmerous and powerful, SPrea(}m(‘” (E)f sterling char-
and into all the countries of Emope.r ol faith, they
e and fidelity to their simple %Oi% after saying
Suffereq dreadful persecutions. Olc‘]?he’ Baptists, de-
CIr views were one with those of & s sentiments,
Clareq; “The Waldenses were, in l'ell-gl-oum Paterines,
SubStantially the same as the Pauhcla})lsé 959). Dr.
Puritans, and Albigenses” (Ibid., p}j' ‘Eh ;15 marking
l‘mitage quotes Mosheim and Lim OIB tists of the
the likenegg of the Waldenses and the | Eip
*Ixteenth century, the latter further Safyl;li"the modern
To speak candidly what I think, o ost resemble
bei® of Christians, the Dutch Bapt}Ffsl_I‘.“torY, p. 304).
%th the Albigenses and Waldenses” ( I‘SS of the true
I The Waldenses were the prec'iecess(fth century and
tll?ee [ the Anabaptists of the sixteen
People now called Baptists. e called
: ists were ca
Angp,.. NUMBER EIGHT. While A e, forThe
reagbaptists as far back as the seconcme over to them
frop . they re-immersed all who C?t was in the six-
tee I'regular or alien group, rade prominent
Uhélt he rury when their cause was n1ical movement.
Theer the' Name. It was a great evangeje people as the
Waldgeenmne Anabaptists were the san
Nsesg,

any

u P - ‘la—
bappol NUMBER NINE. In parts of Burope Ele]g f;lom
R/?ptlsts wvere called Mennonites, a name de11\tist e
fl‘sn imon whq was converted to_the Blap Catholic
Dr‘m %€ Catholics in 1531. Turning from t]et'sts o T
hilesthoo » e drew a great following of Ba’ll)‘hlese Bap-
tisr?’ Whom his enemies called Mennonites. yeder e

yss the predecessors of the English Bap
Orchay » in his history, p. 368:
Cgmt Was j

red

n 1536, under Menno. that the asc:;;?zlar

bodmunity of Baptists were formed 1111110Dutch and

Gepp, 20d church order, separate fr?m ah d not been

n;an. PrOtestants, who at that time EiliY ... The

Nonis. oNe body by any bonds of un re'al succes-
Ohite Baptists consider themselves as
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n all ages and in al

" i i i i ters
. The Baptist denomination nstant asser

i‘ sc;ré l:o the Waldenses, and to be the genuine churches countries hI:,s been, as a go;i}:! é tllil}:e:tc;! of conscxeri::ei
,2 Of Garist. o 3 of the rights of man an¢ '8 /% "pedobaptists: bu
|: 3 From the B;itish Isles Baptists came t(3 An%flfnl‘lga\:,z They havge often been perseggﬁ‘: 5y Yihough they ha\;e
I hle early part of the.seventeenth' century. P f?gstine they never politicalhv'up(e}l;s Campbell on Baptism. P-
| ave a clear succession of Baptists from Pa ad it in their power y
I to America.
|

409, editi f 1851 and 1953)- . were Theodore
Other names by which Baptists have been known W?‘é‘ 1{8;{8} whose associate edltorsdan bl e
‘ across the centuries are: Cathari, Bogomils, Paterines, : ]

a 'I(l JOI’
II ROOSe”E]t W dro‘” W}]’IS()]’I D V.
eIlIiCl‘anS AI‘nOldiStS Berengarians ’ 00 ?

’ »

)3

Abbott, said: id that they are I}O-

. (Of the Baptists it may beex??ilrely distinct and in
III. The Testimony of Scholars

Petrobrussians,
and Catabaptists

ople are urches; and

e T e

MOSHEIM, Lutheran historian, in 1755, said: ave an unbroken continu 1t'¥(c1;‘1?055ing the Cen.iunes)f-

“Before the rise of Luther and Calvin there lay down through the centuries SRMONT, historians ©

concealed in almost all the countries of Europe per- DRS. YPEIG and J. J. Daid- ere

sons who adhered tenaciously to the principles of the the Dutch Reformed Church, Sthe' Baptists: _WhO 1\vlien-
Duich Baptists” (Cent. 16, Part 2, Sec. 2, Chap. 3). “We have now seen that times

SIR ISAAC NEWT

ON (1642-1727) said: :

e modern Baptists, formerly called Anabaptisis

are the" only people that never symbolized with the

Papacy” (Life of Whiston)
gARDINAL HOSIUS

ere it not that ih Banpti sevously
tormented ang cut € Daptists have been gri

i i i st
twelve hundred y off with the knife during these pa

% in later 2
formerly called Anabaptists and ;es and have long u;
Nonites, were the original Waldii:::d the honor of ﬂ;?i.
t isd church recelvey = = ay be cons
: 0}:iegil:ll.snc);‘1¥ ?}fisih:ccount the Baptists
» Roman Catholic, in 1524 said:

d
. ich has stoo
= nity Wth > ot

ered the only Christian CO‘:r%lilrisﬁan society whic

rine of the gospel through

Since the apostles, and as

, Vol
as preserved pure the dBCttch Reformed Church
b ears, they would swarm in greater all ages” (History of the Du
" This ppean all the Reformers.” hin L p. 8). tions on Lesson 1V
¢ testimony takes the Bantict k to withl Questions 9 petuity.” -ch
about two hundreq years of the 2%2::(3)1}??%& 1. Define the term “chur o E)ﬁclapscl‘iptures g% CAUTE
of t‘hE' “%URN OTT, in his day a well-known minister 2. Give seven reasons from c0al testimony
T el i R L et 3 %irpliﬁltgﬁe three lines of historica N
* . - . itv. > s NE
th e Baptists have connection with the apostles fav%ring church pelpetm‘ged in establishing
ihi::g}? 1ge1r line o Succession, which extends back 4. Discuss the .nine steps eofix to the
the W 11.1n re_d and fifty years, where it connects wit Anabaptist line. he term ana as a pr
day. 'Ia'lhcilen'Slan line, ang that reaches to the apostoli¢ 5. What is meant by the e given the
conmers > 1S Dot a Baptiss line but the Baptists have Baptist name? ther names Wel e
nec?ii(:lgvr;ﬂ?n}? this line, ang through itphave con- Note: This and Si"?;a;n%mies through f;(gf scholars
" R 1 = ny
8, 1886), the apostles (Christian Messenger, Dec Baf}jtléc- pe?c}lilee sli)gnitfigance of tbsi;esggmlé)aptiSts'
. iwve 1 Rk ]
oy GXANDER CAMpREy f “Disci- favoring the apostolic OT& of
ples Church," said: » Tounder of the
60
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Outline of Lesson V

BAPTIST CHURCH ASSOCIATIONS

What Is an Association?

- It is not “the church ”

- It is not the denomination.
. Itis not a convention.

- It is not the bride,

It is a mutual relationship of churches.
- Is an association Scriptural?

o IOVSSHT IC0; SIDIS =

Powers of an Association.

1. Not legislative,
2. Advisory through messengers.

3. Executive of the will of the Master.

The Purpose of an Association,

1. Not to Promote politica] ideologies.

Not to conquer the worlq.
Not to Promulgate a goeja] gospel.
Not to Create a super org

To provide associate media for the spread ot
€ gospel,

2
3.
4. anization.
9.

Lesson V

NS
BAPTIST CHURCH ASSOCIATIO

I. What Is an Association?

: “the church.” association or
%' It 15‘n°‘t1 t:;eroneouS to speak osfssc?ation, properly
tis ETOSS };S “the church.” An a as units, while a
? cor}m{yenthn composed of chuI‘ChebSers who have cove-
Zﬁiﬁ‘c?%&rﬁists of individual irggé?)endent body.
an
nanted together to form an s
2. Tt is not “the o cant a_group ¥ Cvfz]g;sct};i;q
: 5 . » % n .
By ¢deno?;11na&0£mon ties of falﬂtlheei‘ Sfa found,
kll\/]?lited Ely chuerches thus bol;nd ;?‘geof the same de-
erev : they this
" or race, 5 re upon .
nomination. A church organized anywhere upon (i
omination. one fes rin-
3 ; : becomes irit of p
e aP‘tOmatl’?aélsythis is done by tggcis’:ﬁion, DY
_c1e11om1nat}0€}1-an by a vote of an. as ntifical decrees.
¢iple rather th il,, or symod, OF PORE .ty ko the
vention, or coun;l? hewly organized, 'enation,” by the
And as a chug% s or “den%mv:/orship' she can
8eneral group on ties of faith an ly by a rejection
adoption of C.Omlm “denomination Onty associate with
of therr. hile ehurches may oo ticular work and
i Yehes of Tike faith in a b0 sympathy with
other churches thers who are no church can be e?-
‘nay even barfoassociation, stlll no as such by vote
t}llelr sysftem 0the “denomination
cluded from

: 1

; inds Secriptura

or decree. God is the tie ‘:chat db’l’nbeSideS wlncg

The word of - This is their 0%3: tists. Often an

churches togetgiléd as taught by bBap 63
they have no 2

_



In many places they have given expression to their
creed either orally or in writing. This may be done
1{1 ;il:yf%l;%mpoft af se&mgn, discourse, lecture or treatise;
ut for memory, by notes on paper,

slate, chart or blackboa};d, or in }}])oolzlform, or in Iile%vs-
papcf_rs, or over radio or television. Whatever form or
{Tﬁ: lcum’dlt'ls a mere expression of the creed and not
s Bljitle Ltself. All denominations say they accept
e ulil e, };lt how do we know whether they do or
i iblesi t €y give expression to their belief in some
vergb e gl‘,rp. The word “creed” is from the Latin
the bocll::ebo _Whlc}} means “I believe.” Luke begins
En Oh earing his name by saying: “Forasmuch as
declgratiave taken in hand to set forth in order a
e uOI’]’ of those things which are surely believed
e gl‘esi Those things “surely believed” among the
shibiticd thar.nent. saints, being divine principles, con-
3 Tt eir faith or creed. This is the Baptist creed.

K - Is not a convention.

therefor;Zemton Is a body of delegates or individuals,
gy sucn}?dan association of churches. An associa-
ety & toges not meet, although it is spoken of as
travesty’ onuth In an accommodative sense. It is @
kb e historic Baptist faith and practice for
“denomination il 08 called “the denomination.” The
lon " was in existence many centuries be-

fore the or ani A { :
4, It is ncg>i tilzj gg&:f the first Baptist convention.
It is absurd
of Christ f

or more churches, s the mutual relationship of two

This relationshi
who effect an g

ern times. This fact does not hold true of a “denom-
Ination” as such, as a church denomination must have
hn.eal connection with the New Testament churches, if
1t is to boast of Scriptural origin. !

When the church at Antioch (Acts 15) sent certain
brethren to Jerusalem to confer with that C}.IUI“Ch
relative to a doctrinal issue, there was an association
formed the moment the Jerusalem church agreed to
consider the matter. The Antioch church ghd not bod-
iy go to Jerusalem, but was authoritatively repre-
Sented by certain brethren. o oy

Accordingly, this idea of an association maintains:

(1) That an association as such is not orgamzc_ed and
therefore does not meet. The messengers meetmg“by
authority of the churches may organize that “all
things be done decently and in order” (I Cor.'14:40).

n organization of messengers does not constitute a
Superior organization of churches, for thg churches do
not lose their authority by giving their messengers
authority to transact business common to all of them,
any more than a church loses her authority when she
authorizes a building committee or any other com-
Mittee to do work for her. The Antioch church, for
Instance, did not lose her authority by authorizing her
Messengers to attend to business at the Jerusalem
council.

(2) The churches composing
Units of the association, must o
glghts and privileges. Individu

convention.

(3) The churches being equal units, they must hi‘;f
the right to an equal number of messengers at tii%gs‘
€ral meeting. This fact itself excludes two mone};

irst, a numerical representation‘; secondly;; ?‘ches 2
asis. The numerical basis denies the chul e
units of an association, and the mongy ?a:;zm ot
Material things above the spiritual. This fsythe it
tralizes controlling power in the hands 0
and wealthier churches.

6. Is an association of ¢

an association, bemgl
f necessity have .equaf
als are the units o

i ?
rches Scriptural? s
hllllral if it is indeed a “joint

An association is Seript a5




icggpaellii&?:ga:iéeg}fmil}?p of the churches composing
ofXOmmon interest. an equal voice in all matters
uthority for church cooperation in an associational
capacity on the basis of equality is found in the gth
= F\)Ngrlg Second C_ormthians. In modern parlance
tist Astéo _rczfer to this work as the “Macedonian Bap-
tural to (}:3)13 ion,” which appellation would be Scrip-
wrote thi elapphed in Paul’s day. At the time Paul
in the rlS letter there were at least three churches
the Chtlx)r Oﬁfmce of Macedonia—the church at Philippi,
But in thc' at Thessa_lomca’ and the church at Berea.
or state C§111; C?loperatlon they did not form a provincial
These chlic Bas each remained an independent unit.
tions and b rches cooperated by means of contribu-
of contribu':cyi messengers. Their cooperation by means
Judaea is shonS SO support of the poor saints in
Romans 15-28\;/nNm the first seven verses. (See also
donia, also 'of'A hofc only did the churches of Mace-
eonteibition bc aia (Greece), cooperate by means 0
mon treasursé ut they also did this through a com-
8:4) And Paurf hwgo was Paul himself. (See 11 Cor.
who also had ad an assistant in the person of Titus,
bufiis denen 11an assistant, whose name is not given
18.) These c§ ty‘thogght to be Luke. (See II Cor. 8:6,
of charity, f ntributions meant more than a mere idea
, for the material support sent them not only

sustai ;
carrymoer? t‘g‘e“iiﬂvfohr}{{s1cally but also enabled them 0
shiping. of preaching, teaching and WO~

In the
Achaia cgggzrrlgt p&ace, the churches of Macedonia ang
joint-meetings eIn by means of messengers who he
and the other br ththls capacity they selected Titus
churches in th ethren to handle the business of the
When one i§ ngtnbution of the funds. .
association, he hservant of all the churches in an
churches z’rcting SthOU1d be selected jointly by the
sentatives. Acco d_rough their messengers or repre-
8:19, we are certg' mmg to the construction of II Cor
were selected in tlhristlr:qat Titus and the other brethre?
&k anner. “And not that only, but

k

A

who was also chosen of the churches to travel with
us, with this grace, which is administered by us, to
{he glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your
ready mind.” They were chosen of the churches, or by
the churches, as the original Greek word allows. The
Emphatic Diaglott says voted by the churches. Rother-
ham puts it appointed. and other translations say
elected by the churches. Whether we say chosen,
elected, voted, or appointed, the will of the churches
Was made known by a single vote, not by each church
voting separately and at different times. The original
word used in verse 19 (a form of cheirotoneo) indicates
Phe vote was taken by “stretching out the hand.” This

implies that there was but one group voting, the as-
for would all the churches, if

fferent times, have em-
he Scriptures do not

indicate that this was the only method the New Testa-
ment churches used to determine a majority voice.
(Cf. Acts 1:26.) The brethren being chosen or elected
¥ the churches by a common vote, the conclusion 1S
Positive: we have an example in the New Testament
of business being jointly administered by churches
in association. ‘

II. Powers of an Association

1. Not legislative. : o
0 association of churches has Scriptural warrant to

legislate, or make laws by which thC.Chl‘ll‘Ches are to
e governed. Such a high-handed claim is peculiar to
confederations and hierarchies, but not to Baptist as-
semblies whether meeting in qhurch or assoc1at1qnal
capacity. On the other hand, with %crlp_tural backing,
associational messengers may adopt “Articles of Agreei
ment” for a due order of procedure, oft,f,en termec
“Statement of Principles of Coo_peratlon. Su(}h 1?
Merely a setting forth of a Scriptural plan of €0

Opéération. i e
. Advisory through messengers: n :
' Messenger; in an associational capacity, often find

it advisable to send pack to the churches certain reGCr;
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ommendations for work to be done. While no chu'rCh
is absolutely bound to accept any recommendation,
most of them do for the reason they have adopted_ the
“Statement of Principles of Cooperation,” or ‘Al‘tldle.s
of Agreement.” The right to disagree on certain po! 1{
cies of work and still remain in fellowship is a Bap_tls‘
heritage, for it has been an age-long trait of Baptists
not to be pushed around.

3. Executive of the will of the Master. !

Instead of legislating or making laws, the churche§
have been entrusted with the responsibility of eXeCut:
ing or administering the will of Christ, under tth
leadership of the Holy Spirit. This principle is taugh
and practiced by New Testament Baptists today.

NORTH AMERICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATIOl\IIZ
“Statement of Principles of Cooperation,” Article v

“The powers of this Association are limited to the
execution of the expressed will of the churches com-
posing it according to the teachings of the New Tesia-
ment Scriptures; and the Association, in its annua
sessions, will elect such officers as are necessary for
the expediting of its deliberations and work, and ap-
point such committees as are necessary, and transact

any business ag may be directed by the churches
composing it.”

This limits the work of the messengers to the will
of the churches,

he in whom divine authority rests t0
adrr‘umster_ the affairs of our Lorq until He shall come
ggal}rll. This is backed by the Scriptures, as we here-
in show.

THE GR
“And J

nations, izi em in the
name of the Father, and of the ];a:);;tlxz;:g Z}fl the Holy
o observe all things whatsoever
I am with you alway-

end of the world, Amen.” ;
power or authority 1
issions His church to

68

" . 5 » at
Cal‘l'y out His will “unto the end of the \Volld, tha
is, th o o 3 Y d -
Thglgs C’l},lglfrch is not left to ba}ttle alone in the execu
tion of the divine will, for she has .
THE PROMISE OF JESUS, John .16'.17.is expedient
“Nevertheless I tell you the n-utht. X ay, the Com-
for you that I go away: for if I go ? qf ?vﬁegim, I will
forter will not come unto you; but i
send hi to you.” . . - hder
The larréh:xilniosgration of the will of- .?Flwlgzli,ss?;med
the personal supervision of the Spirit, ded back to
heavy read: “And W ive ve
bree\lte}igdasogvihem and saith unto them, gei*eelgeeiv:()ed
the Holy Ghost” (fohn 20:22). Ham_rlllg alirr?;ltizg oL
the Spirit in His quickening and illum dministrative
the disciples now receive Him m.a; r::alde in Luke
sense, the fulfillment of the promise our Father’s
12:32] “Fear not, little flock; for it 1f)sm>" It was al-
good pleasure to give you the I\m“gf. 2 'but il
ready theirs in membership and servic dministration.
esus went away did they possess lts1 av till I come,”
This the church is authorized to “occupy
says Jesus (Luke 19:13).

III. The Purpose of Associations

ote political ideologies. ¢ unto
\I?Vhliﬁt §Zs§gozr;horfed His inquirers rt(;;c?nudrfto God
Caesar the things that belong to,,cﬁisaes’tablished once
the things that belong to God, tion of church and
and for all the principle of separgti kingdom is not
state; and when He declared that n’]l%’is will that His
of this world,” He made manlfeStld in the execution
churches should not mimic the Wor loy armies, navies,
of their work. They should not emp yovernments or-
or any military powers like human 890 =%y pedi-
dain, };1either should they rfsgggstﬁn%ugh thegn.'Tlfé‘;
:{lces tlo efffi%tet:}?ocslg;sn ZIE)C‘; tIl?le first-century discip
ample o

reaching

A «went everywhere p agan

}tsh notewo;?,héc'l;leisngifhyer VCVOndemned even the pag 69
e gospel,

_
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government of the time, nor advocated any political
ideology. In their silence toward the form of gov;
ernment of the time, they proclaimed a gospel th.a.
eventually overthrew the pagan government by }'105
acceptance in the hearts and lives of people. While
human or civil government as such is ordained b};
the Lord, any unchristian enactments thereof are no
ordained.
2. Not to conquer the world. ) )
The conquest idea of the gospel is foreign to the
word of God. The Master did not say to His chureh,
“Go ye therefore and conquer the world,” a scherrle1
held by the Romanists, but to disciple peoples of al
nations, thus taking the gospel to all mankind. The
churches will never “take the world for Christ,” but
they can take Christ to the world. Our Lord’s proph-
ecy that the world will be godless at His secon
coming as it was in the days of Noah is grounds for
the belief that the world will never be conquered by
the gospel. But at His coming Christ will conquer the
world by the brightness of His appearing and establish
universal peace on the earth.
3. Not to promulgate a social gospel. .
Thg social gospel proponents propose to usher in &
Utopian world by perfecting the social status of 'Che'
individual and society. They hold that no particular
creed need to be believed and advocated, nor shoul
any particular religious system be held up as the
criterion. They shall create such an ideal state DY
fusmg all the good points in all religions where they
co-exist, let them be Christianity, Buddhism, Con-
tuc1aplsm, Hindooism, and any others.
This theory denies the necessity of the new birth

and smacks of universalism. In denying the new birth
as taught by Christ, it im e man’s
nature as being inhere PIOpErly. evaliates

ntly holy, whereas the Apostle
Paul dﬁ:clares' that “We aI}‘fe byynature thse Childl%l’l 0
wrath.” Taking man in his natural holiness, as they
teach, they bropose to lead him on to heaven by 2
system of training. In the event he falls into de-
bauchery, he need only to quit his sins and live an
70

upright life in order to get to heaven when he dies. .

Not only does this theory deny the necessity of t ?
new birth, it also denies the necessity of the cross o
Christ. “I do not frustrate the grace of God, slfilys
Paul, “for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). If the la'w of Mosels
could not effect the righteousness of God in the soul,
neither can any other system of works. Therefore,
we are bound to conclude that the social gospel theory
Is contrary to the teaching of the Scriptures.

4. Not to create a superior organization.

Because churches as such do not meet together, they
are not organized into a separate and superior ol‘g?ni'
zation when their respective messengers meet for he‘;
lowship and business. It is the messenger body t af
is organized in keeping with the Scriptural import Ot
associated activities. The messengers must be subjec
to the churches, else there is created a power ,OUtSIdI%
their jurisdiction without Scriptural authority.
churches of a district should merge into an organiza-
tion, they would automatically create a district supetr-
church; if the churches of a state should merge 111(;
a separate body, a state church would ensue; orl'?:e
a national scale, a national church; and if 1;het luq
should prevail throughout the world, the n10111§1,r0i1;
Spectacle of a universal chur}clh would appear. This,
Principle, would be a hierarchy. et

On It)he other hand, churches may compos€ 35.52?1?‘
tions, such as the North American Baptist Assom? llioke.
and the various state and district associations (t)meet
Principles. While these churches as such do 1’1? SoTiDE
and organize into a separate body, they r?a%o el
turally authorize their respective messengetls ol
as often as it is deemed necessary to attend % R o
that is common to all concerned and umtie i
certed efforts according to a Scmpt_ural ggflfches may
statement of principles of c00perat198- tions alone, but
associate together by means o_f c‘ontrl L&llc(i) be too loose-
the churches of such an assomatlm} “Cc(())o haphazard in
ly knitted together and theref}ol? might be unanim-
their procedure. In order that there mi{ o

_



ity of purpose and plans and an effective operation,
the churches should cooperate by means of mes_serlgekl)”f'3
organized along scriptural lines that “all things
done decently and in order.” Therefore when messeg—
gers meet and proceed with their business in’acc_or 3
ance with the common agreement, they manifest an
orderly cooperation of the churches as equal units 1N
the association.

5. But to provide associated media for a world-wide
promulgation of the gospel. Gl

This complies not only with the Great Comml_sswfl’
but is also congruous with reason. We should logl,cal fy
expect churches to associate together, to pool their el-
forts in spreading the gospel seed in all the earth, as
we know it would be utterly impossible for one con-
gregation to accomplish so stupendous a task. The
great Antioch church of Biblical fame, after inaugurat-
ing a foreign mission program, soon saw a necessity
of cooperation by other churches to maintain an
widen her efforts, as upheld by the Apostle Paul. She
further saw a need of inter-church council and fellow-
ship in order to iron out a bitter controversy that ha
arisen over a doctrinal issue. :

The Scriptures support the effectiveness of assocl-
ated work above that of individual churches going
alone. The principle of added strength in association
is seen in Deut. 32:30: “How should one chase &
thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except
their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had shut them
up?” Note the decidedly ascending ratio of power 11!
association—one putting to flight a thousand, whereas
two in united effort are able to handle ten thousand.
Nine thousand more are brought under subjection by
the addition of only one more warrior. The two work-

ing together in the name of the Lord compose a com?
pany which can claim the presence and blessing of
Christ (Matt. 18:19-20).

£
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Questions on Lesson V
What is meant by the term association when ap-
plied to inter-church work?
Explain what such an association is not.

: PP
Is an association of churches Scriptural? Give
reason for your answer.

What is an association not empowered to do?
What are the powers of an association?

Can an association as such meet?

In what sense only can an association meet?
What is the purpose of an association?

Name some things which are not within the pur-
pose of an association.
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sidered permanent and representative of all other
groups of this school of thought. ) "

3. Perhaps its greatest failing lies in its ineffective-
ness. On the other hand, its admirable feature lies In
its stout resistance to Modernism.

II. The Independent System

Perhaps we should say “systems,” as there are dif-
ferent groups calling themselves “Independent” Bap-
tists. Some of them carry the titles of “Fundamen-
talist” and “Bible” Baptists.

A majority of the “independents” maintain some
sort of inter-church relation through fellowship meet-
ings. And some of them maintain missionary commit-
tees whose duty it is to supervise their mission Worl.{‘

As a rule the “independents” are marked by their
zeal for their causes. The larger groups among therw
are successful Sunday school builders and have thriv-
ing Bible schools or colleges. They are pronounCed in
their views on verbal inspiration of the Scriptures
the Genesis account of creation, the virgin birth 0
Christ, His blood atonement, salvation by grace, an
the pre-millennial coming of Christ,.

They are, however, weak on some fundamental Bap-
tist teachings. In some areas they have been known
to receive members into their churches on their alie?
baptism and to practice open communion. It is also 2
fairly well established fact that a “preacher rule” over
the churches is exercised by the pastors, who, in most
instances, substitute for the use of Sunday school

literature in their churches, helps prepared by them-
selves.

III. The Convention System

The people who are id
known as “Conventj
reason the term ¢
tional and most of
some facts we should consider.

1. The Convention system originated at Kettering
E(?gland, In the year 1792, without church authority-
T

entified with this system are
on” Baptists, thus called for th¢
convention” is applied to their na
their state organizations. Here ar€

It was organized in the back parlor of a puv%tel?};):;ﬁ
by twelve ministers. In the Annual of tl}e d'OL
Baptist Convention of 1890, page 11, we reac: ciitai:
“The centennial of the modern mlsS{onan;) et
Prise is at hand. In October, 1792, a 'htﬂled ar;nade
brethren gathered in a house of a Baptist la ¥'sions =
the first contribution to the Cause_ofumOdernfn}c;ls Ba};'
DR, RICHARD B. COOK, in his “Story of t%¢ L7k-
tists,” p. 305, speaking of the society formed a
tering, says: G ietv,
"Tﬁis w};s a small beginning for a {mss.mnafr Y Sf‘::livy;
but it was a very respectable contribution ior enaall
ministers, in view of the times and their very
salaries.” .
While we most heartily commend the ze?l fé)\iretl;}\]fg
salvation of the heathen as manifested by thie b1
ministers, it is difficult to understand Why};f eyhes It
effect their movement }?part fro(;pet;cfhe churches.
Was, therefore, at best a human society. . >
2. T}?ee'f‘gignnial Convention was orgamze‘? lns(iriréi;
ica, at Philadelphia, in 1814, as a _mlssuznal’zr e
and called by this name because it me S\dis};ional‘y
years. Its original name was: “The Genera The United
onvention of the Baptist Denomination 1&1 of societies
tates for Foreign Missions.” It CODSl?t.e
and had a money basis for its men&bgrs u}?. of the Bap-
ROBERT G. TORBET, in his “Histors
tists,” p. , says of this convention: two
"Thepcozxfisgtitutgon provided that not fm$: li:caari an
delegates should be sent from each o ions bodies
state mission societies and from o'ther :{'e a? least one
of the denomination that contribute fund of the
hundred dollars a year to the missionary
convention.” : . jation was
In 1707 the Philadelphia Baptist ﬁist?gf a5 one
organized. This means that this asSOtl o first general
hundred and seven years older than th .
i i ica. ists
Co?r\lrei]géll%n \lﬁ&rllh?rllnzrlg?vision between }fhilg’aelz’g ques-
the North and South took place Oviilog t\?;vas organized;
tion, the Southern Baptist Conven 77



‘

and in May of the following year the Baptists 11 t{l(é
Northern States reorganized under the name of t f
American Baptist Missionary Union. (Encyclopedlah(?s
Missions, by Dwight, Turner and Bliss, p. 18.) T ;
name prevailed until May, 1907, when, in Washingto®
D.C,, another reorganization of the Baptists of it
North was effected, which took the name of North_(if1
Baptist Convention. At the annual meeting in Bos_tolr;
May 24, 1950, this name was changed to America
Baptist Convention.

Having sketched th
system under its diff
direct our study to
appellation of

L3 1
e beginnings of the ponvent%s
erent organizational titles, 1?
the particular system under

The Southern Baptist Convention

1. It has a money basi .
“Art. III. The é asis of representation.

onvention onsist of messe?

gers wh? are members of mis:il:;l;r; Baptist chul‘Ches
(t:ﬁopirat_mg with the Southern Baptist Convention i
t % asis of one messenger for every church di-
i;.:)nuilng to the work of the Convention and one ad
i i rfnessenger for every $250 actually paid 1©
rk of the Convention during the calendar year

tion, provided no ch

ten messengers” (Annual of S.B.C.).

“contributing” to the COPV. o
- A chureh might contribfte to the Wlngégb
nventi s Souls, but unless it 18 ot
be represent d Vvention channels, that church €@ jon:
@) All meeeeco 2t the Southern Baptist Conventi
asis of TWO Hyu ND

o NDRED A e
Ssenger is elected on 2 mot is

rence is, the exact amoy

irSt me
e diffe
Case,

basis also, but ih
not named i his
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2. Unequal church power.

The Southern Baptist Convention gives power to the
Wealthy churches. A church with the money may

ave as many as ten messengers, provided the sum of
$250 for each messenger above one and up to ten 1s
paid to the Convention work. This system would allow
a wealthy church to have as many votes at a conven-
tion as ten weaker churches. The inequality is not
Scriptural.

3. The material before the spiritual.

The Southern Baptist Convention, in its messenger
Iepresentation, respects the material in preference to

e spiritual. It matters not how many souls a church
Mmay have won to Christ, she can have no representa-
tion at the convention unless she has contributed
money to its work; and, vice versa, she may represent
at the convention, if she has contributed money,
Whether or not she has won a soul during the year.

4. The convention over the churches. )

The Southern Baptist Convention is a corporation
of individuals, not an association of churches. This we
read as follows:

“Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Hep-
Tesentatives of the State of Georgia, in Genera.l AS;
sembly met, and is hereby enacted by the authority o
the same. That from and after the passage of this
Act, That William B. Johnson, Wilson Lumpkin, James
B. Taylor, A. Docrey, R. B. C. Howell, and others-:
either associates and successors, be an_d- they are h:::e

¥ incorporated and made a body politic by 1(};‘13\1\1}EN-
and style of the SOUTHERN BAPTIST C i
TION, with authority to receive, hold. possersssc;nlz'l R
and dispose of property., either real or perules  ad
Sue and be sued, and to make all by-la‘g?'their busi-
regulations necessary to the transachor} ohis State or
Ness, not inconsistent wi_th the lawtﬁ I‘: belng create
of the United States:; said corporallo and directing
for the purpose of eliciting. combining

INATION OF
the energies of the BAPTIST DEN?I‘fhe gospel. an¥
otwithstanding:
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CHRISTIANS, for the propagation 0
aw, usage or custom to the contrary n




“Approved December 27, 1845 (Charter of S.B.C.):

While circumstances may require that even religious
institutions be chartered for the transaction of busl-
ness, it is not required by the laws of any State or of
the United States that a group of individuals form a
“body politic” for the purpose of controlling the “ener-
gies of the BAPTIST DENOMINATION OF CHRIS-
TIANS.” The last phrase is a change of the wording
as it appears in the earlier Annuals of the S.B.C., In
which it reads: “The energies of the whole denomina-
tion.” By this Charter we understand that the South-
ern Baptist Convention set itself up with legal author-
ity to control the energies of the whole Baptist
“denomination,” and thereby makes of itself an 1n-
corporated dictatorship over the churches.

The Convention corporation was created for the
purpose: (1) To elicit, or draw out, the energies of the
BAPTIST DENOMINATION. (2) To combine, oOr put
together the energies of the BAPTIST DENOMINA-
TION. (3) To direct, or CONTROL the energies of the
BAPTIST DENOMINATION. Here we see that 2
human institution is incorporated with legal authority
to say to the divine institution, the churches of Christ,
I propose to draw out, combine and CONTROL your
energies. This makes a human institution a dictator
over the divine, for if it control the energies of the
churches it of necessity controls the churches them-
selves. It might be said in reply that no such pre-
rogative is exercised by the Convention. Well, then,
why does it lay claim to such a right? The claim 18
wholly contrary to the exhortation of the Head an
Mgster of the church, as follows:

But JesEls called them unto him, and said, Ye know
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over
them, and they that are great exercise authority upO™
th.em. But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever
will be great among you, let him be your minisier:
and whosoever will be chief among you, let him b€
your servant” (Matt, 20:25-27), :

This positively forbids the creation and practice of
human lordship over God’s heritage.

80

5. Founded without church authority. ’

The Southern Baptist Convention was founded apart
from strict church authority, as shown by the follow-
Ing quotation: o 2

“The messengers from missionary societies, churches,
and other religious bodies of the Baptist de_nommanon
in various parts of the United States, met In l\:ugu_sia,
Georgia, May 8, 1845, for the purpose of carrying into
effect the benevolent intention of our constituents by
organizing a plan for eliciting, combining. and direct-
ing the energies of the denomination for the propaga-
tion of the gospel” (Preamble to S.B.C. Consh.tuhon).

The Southern Baptist Convention was mjga_mz”ed b‘)y
messengers from: (1) ‘“missionary .soc1et1es ; (2)
“churches”; and (3) “other religious bodies of the Bapci
tist denomination in various parts of the Igmted
States.” This puts the authority of “societies arrll
“other religious bodies” on par with that of t 9;
churches. Therefore the Convention 1s backed b)r
society authority, a thing wholly unknown in New
Testament practice.

Witnesses Are Called

: : . : 2 t the
The testimonies of the following witnesses attes
fact the convention system is not the New Testzémfin'f
plan of mission work, and therefore 1s without Scrip
tural authority: . _
DR. J. B. éAMBRELL, while “Super}ntende‘l‘léaof
Missions” of the Texas Convention, Satl.d in the P
tist Standard,” organ of that Convention: ]
“These general bodies (Convention anquC;;I;dfi)m‘;;’s
cupy a sphere of their own, entirely ouiside
of the churches.” - f the
At another time Dr. Gambrell, once pre&iirgo(r)l s
Southern Baptist Convention, said this Comere Tivine.
a human institution, but the chul_‘ches V,V to assume
What right, then, does the Convention l;?\tie onergies
authority to “elicit, combine and direct stitution con-
of Baptist churches? Should a human in !
trol the divine? ) iots.” p. 332
DAVID BENEDICT, “History of Baptist® 81
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“In process of time, so sirongly were many inclined
to constitute these bodies (associations and general
assemblies) into courts of appeal, that it was found
necessary to define their powers, and make them
merely advisory councils, as Baptists in all ages and
countries have done.”

Then when the Southern Baptist Convention, from
its very origin, assumed the dictatorial prerogative
of “eliciting, combining and directing the energies 0,1,
the BAPTIST DENOMINATION OF CHRISTIANS,
it was a departure from the regular and historic prin-
ciples of Baptists “in all ages and countries.”

At different times and under varied circumstances,
from the apostolic days until now, Baptist churches
have formed associations, which the orthodox ones
among them all along have considered advisory 1N
their capacity. When an association or convention
supersedes the advisory role, it becomes hierarchical,
and if left without further restraints, it may drift into
a “court of appeal” and even a state church. This is
the thing most historians have in mind when they
speak of the fact there were no general assemblies
among the New Testament churches. that is, there
were no courts of appeal and no state churches.

For an association to be only advisory means tha
no assembly of messengers can bind an independent,
self-governing body as a missionary Baptist church t0
do as they may decide. However, a church may obli-
gate herself, under the Lord, and this is what is done
when churches mutually agree upon scriptural prin-
ciples of cooperation, as we find expressed in a “State-
ment of Principles of Cooperation.” Churches exercise
their right of independence when they enter into @
mutual agreement as much as they do when they
disclaim any subjection to any higher tribunal OF
court of appeal. They are not bound to enter into
an agreement, but when they do, according to the
Scriptures, they neither lose their independence nor
create an hierarchy. Entering into a mutual agree-
ment, if true to the New Testament, churches will
recognize and respect the principle of équality; that in
32

all matters wherein all in the agreement are con-
cerned, all the churches must have equal rights;
otherwise a virtual dictatorship is created.

DR. D. B. RAY, historian and founder-editor of
American Baptist:

“There are no Scriptures pointing out such an or-
ganization as the Southern Baptist Convention.”

DR. J. N. HALL, after Dr. Ray, editor of American
Baptist, in his day called Baptist Flag:

“Surely such an organization (the convention) has
no sort of right to take absolute conirol of the mission
work of the churches, for the churches have no sort
of control over the Convention. The whole thing (the
Board system) as now constructed is in direct contra-

iction of genuine Baptist polity, and the wonder is

ow the fathers ever consented to the organization of
such a convention. Let the churches get in the saddle,
and with reins in hand, let them manage the mission
work as the Lord directs” (Baptist Flag, May 26, 1898).

DR. J. R. GRAVES, author, editor, theologian and
historian:

"Our missionary organism originated with our Eng-
lish brethren at the time of the revival of the mis-
sionary zeal, through the influence of Carey. Marshall
and Fuller. . . . Let it be borne in mind then that our
missionary machinery is of human origin, and of a
very recent date, entirely outside and indepefldent of
the churches, and not known in the primitive ages
of the church” (Tennessee Baptist, Sept. 8 1860).

Hear the same witness again: | :

“The first radical fault in our missionary scheme ii
that it is a centralization—a centralized operation. 4
takes out of the hands of many of the Churdfles f?e?v
Places our missionary operations in the h_ands‘ o i pen
Such has been the character of our mlsslol?alg foaigl’ure;
zations and they have failed; the prescil ﬁl be. The
all the future ones of a similar kind Wl11 S imate
churches are called upon to surrender a for, and
concern in the management of and P}ar}n;]n%,orky into
directing the missionaries and the missio

~d: t themselves
the hands of a central board; and conten 5

_



with supplying the funds called upon by agents.”

By “our missionary organism” and “our missionary
scheme,” Dr. Graves means the Convention system, as
he refers to the time of Carey, Marshall and Fuller as
its origin. The mission zeal of those brethren is to
be admired and commended, but what a blessing to
the cause at large and for all time to follow had they
channeled their efforts through the churches instead
of formulating a scheme independent of the churches.

DR. W. A. JARREL, author of “Baptist Church Per-
petuity,” writing in the American Baptist Flag, June
16, 1898, said concerning the Texas Convention:

“They (convention leaders) boldly declare the
churches have nothing to do with the Convention and
Board, save to follow their dictates and grease the
machinery with their money. . . . Dr. Gambrell, who
calls himself ‘Superintendent of Missions,’ has had the
boldness to declare in print that the Convention ‘has
a sovereignty of its own,” and that it is none of the
business of the churches to even pass resolutions as
to how the State work should be managed, as to how
their money should go, and that the passing of these

resolutions should be stopped. Of course this is
POPERY.”

DR. FRANCIS WAYLAND,
Brown University:

“The Baptists have ever believed in the entire and
absolute independence of the churches. By this, we
mean that every church of Christ, that is, every com-
pany of believers united together according to the
laws of Christ, is wholly independent of every other;
that every church is perfectly of self-government: an
that, therefore, no one acknowledges any higher au-
thority, under Christ, than itself; that with the church
all ecclesiastical action commences, and with it it ter-
minates, and hence, that the ecclesiastical relations
proper, of every member, are limited to the church 10

which he belongs” (Principles and Practices of Bap-
tist Churches, p. 178).

With the above as
on with his reasoning,
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once President of

a solid basis, Dr. Wayland goes
as follows:

“The more steadfastly we hold to the independence
of the churches, and adjure everything in the form
of a denominational corporation, the more truly s?xal'!
We be united and greater shall be our prosperity
(Ibid., p. 190). '

Dr. Wayland’s counsel that Baptists “adjure (re-
hounce) everything in the form of a Flenom_lnatlor}al
Corporation,” is a solid blow to the dlC‘gatonal claim
of the Southern Baptist Convention in its act of in-

Corporation designed to control the whole denom-
Ination.

6. Made a test of fellowship. .

The Southern Baptist Convention has made the Co-
Operative Program” a test of fellowship among their
brethren. Let us hear the late Dr. E. P. Alldredge,

once of high standing in the official ranks of the
Convention:

“If for example, a given pastor or church does not
Support the whole Cooperative Program. as handed
down to us by the Executive Committee e.ach year,
such pastors and such churches are forthwith black-
listed and regarded no longer as true and loyal South-
ern Baptists. No State Baptist leader will rechl:rllend
such a pastor to any position in the denomination.

Regardless of the importance of loyalty to a commm}
Cause, Baptists should not make anything a t?Stt}?e
fellowship among them that is not found taug_ht.mt. >
Scriptures, and even then it should be of a distinc 11'\_3
Nature. It is contrary to inherent Baptist princip 1Cn
for a convention or association to project a pfo%lae]]
of work and then use it as a blackjack upon bret 1dr it
who choose to exercise their liberty by not gt“g?eb to
full support. Christian service that is acceptaunder

od arises out of a voluntary spirit and no
coercion. .

7. Tendency toward compromise. ! will

While the gouthern Baptist Convention gaglegati\’e
discredit a brother for not supporting the 2 growing
Program, there seems to be among them

: n
) : hasis upo
laxness in regards to their placing emp 35




historic Baptist teachings. Take note of the follow-
ing facts:

(1) The historic doctrine of church perpetuity or
succession is more or less compromised in at least
some of its institutions of learning.

(2) A sizable percent of its churches accept alien
baptism and practice “open” communion.

(3) Some of its ministers conduct so-called “union”
meetings with ministers of other denominations.

(4) The American (Northern) Baptist Convention has
been known to receive a Free-will Baptist Church into
its fellowship without requiring the members to be
baptized again. And it also has been known to hold in
its fellowship a church that believes and practices
baptizing for the dead.

(5) Certain of the Southern Baptist Convention lead-
ers, in recent times, have discredited the historic Bap-
tist principle of church independence by testifying in
court that a church does not have a right to declare

herself independent of the Convention, once she has
lined up with it.

IV. The Association System

We shall now turn to a brief study of the plan of
work as set forth by the North American Baptist As-
sociation, a national group of missionary Baptist
churches doing work in the United States and foreign
countries.

1. It is an association of churches, not a convention
of individuals. Its annual messengers meeting is sub-
ject to the churches.

2. Its Missionary Committee is composed of twenty-
five workers selected at the annual meeting and one
chosen by each church in the fellowship. Thus the
Missionary Committee has direct church authority in
all its deliberations.

3. The principle of church and ministerial equality
is tau%M a?}? practi.cedc.1 Hence the small churches,
as units in the associated wor i to
that of the large churches. ki i 1 iy oAt

4. A missionary, to be chosen, must show evidence
86

that he has been called of God (Acts 13:2).

5. er must have back of him a church or churches
(Acts 13:1-4; 15:40; IT Cor. 8:16-19; 11:8).

: 6. The missionaries are chosen by all the churches
through their messengers, as no church is allowed to
dictate to others what their responsibility shall be.
Herein 1s involved the principle of church equality,
which is seen operative at associational meetings
where all churches represented are considered equals
and therefore are allowed the same number of mes-
Sengers. Churches have a right to express a voice in
t{le selectjon of missionaries who are to serve all of
-1{31em, which may be done through their messengers.
aul and Barnabas not only refused to work with each
other at the beginning of their second missionary tour,
ut also made a choice of their companions (Acts

15:39-40). If they could make a choice, why cannot
the churches?

7. The North American Baptist Association main-
tains four departments of work, as follows:
(1) MISSIONS. Missionary activities are carried on
n 'the United States and several foreign countries.
This department also maintains a Theological Sem-
Inary in Brazil and one in Mexico City.
. (2) CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. The North Amer-
lcan Theological Seminary is located at Jacksonville,
+eXas. On the district and state levels, the churches
In line with the Association own and operate colleges
and Bible schools and benevolent institutions. {

(3) PUBLICATIONS. Books and general supplies
are furnished for all the needs of the churches. .

(4) RESEARCH AND PUBLIC RELATIONS. This
department gathers general statistical and rehglolus
Information and gives publicity to the work of the
Association. ]

8. The churches in line with the North Anzlegltc;g
Baptist Association, on the national, dlstrlcttfalgrhoods,
levels, maintain Youth Encampments, Bro

and Women’s Missionary Auxiliaries. a7
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Associations Before the Convention

Long before the Convention system was originated,
Baptist churches associated together in different parts
of the world for the promulgation of the gospel. The
Philadelphia Baptist Association, in America, was OI-
ganized in 1707, eighty-five years before the Conven-
tion system was started in England. The Charleston
Association, South Carolina, 1751; Sandy Creek Asso-
ciation, North Carolina, 1758; Kehukee Association,
1765; Ketocton Association, Virginia, 1766; Warren As-
sociation, Rhode Island, 1767; Stonington Association,
Connecticut, 1772; Red Stone Association, Pennsyl-
vania, 1776; New Hampshire Association, New Hamp-
shire, 1776; Shaftesbury Association, Vermont, 1781;
Woodstock Association, Vermont, 1783; Georgia Asso-
ciation, Georgia, 1784; Holston Association, Tennessee,
1786; Bowdoinham Association, Maine, 1787; and the
Vermont Association, Vermont, 1787.

By simple calculation we can determine the fact
that the Convention system, which originated in Eng-
land, in 1792, is younger than several associations even
in Ame;ica. Subtract the dates of the origin of these
associations from 1792, and the answer will show how
much older each association is than the Convention
system. In the same manner you can determine how
muc}} older these associations are than the first Con-
vention to be organized in America, the Triennial
Convention, in 1814. Also subtract the dates from 1849
and 1907 and you will find how much older they are
than the Southern Baptist Convention and the AmeI-
ican (Northern) Baptist Convention, respectively.

By naming these associations we do not intimate
that they are all now in line with the North American
Baptist Association, neither do we mean to intimate
that none of them ever afterwards worked in lin€
with the Convention system. But what they have done
after their beginning does not alter two facts, ViZ
(1) they originated before the Convention system came
into being; and (2) in the main they respected the
principles of cooperation as now set forth by the

gIgorth American Baptist Association.

In Foreign Countries

Let us here take note of two significant facts:

1. In the early centuries of the Christian era,
churches were independent of each other, and were
not joined together by any confederacy which de-
stroyed their autonomy. They were bound together
in their association by the ties of faith, love and mu-
tual service. As early as the third century associa-
tions of ministers and churches became common
throughout Greece, but in some instances they stepped
beyond Scriptural bounds in the exercise of authority
vested in the hands of individuals. This came about
by the overwhelming ambition of certain men who
craved pre-eminence. Soon distinction among minis-
lers arose, while on the other hand humble ministers
and plain churches associated together in different
parts of the Christian world on the basis of equality.
~ 2. We learn of the existence of a Baptist association
in Wales as early as the year 600.

_HIS’Ii%),?RY OF THE WELSH BAPTISTS, by J. Da-
vis, p. :

“We have every reason to believe that the Welsh
Baptists had their associations, and that Dyfrig, Illtyd.
and Dynawt, were the leading men among them. long
before Austin’s attempt to convert them to Popery: Il
that association which was held on the borders of
England, about the year 600.”

This was 1192 years before the beginning of the
Convention system'! As Davis also testifies, Baptists
existed in Wales from A.D. 63 to the year 1770, when
he wrote his book. : ;

In the year 597, Austin, the papal proselyting ?mltsfg
sary, was sent by Gregory the Great ’CO.B“talln e
convert the Saxons. Having succeeded 1n a tagﬁe
measure with these, he then undertook to conver o
Christians of the country to Popery. Arpofngtobap_
things he proposed that they submit to in e
tism. Says Davis: i

”Howe)\’rer, they agreed to meet with A“;i}l:ix;'e. bk
association held on the borders of Hereforcs 89
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First, he proposed infant baptism. He was immedi-
ately answered by the Welsh, that they would keep
the ordinance, as well as other things, as they had
received them from the apostolic age. On hearing this,
Austin was exceedingly wroth, and persuaded the
Saxons to murder one thousand and two hundred of
the Welsh ministers and delegates, there present: and
many more afterwards were put ito death, because
they would not submit to infant baptism’” (History of
Welsh Baptists, pp. 14, 15).

These martyrs went to death for standing true to
the faith of Baptists. The carnage was instituted upon
them while they were meeting in associational ca-
pacity after the plain, Scriptural order as now prac-

ticed by the churches of the North American Baptist
Association.

A further statement in D
Dynawt was president of t
was “the chief speaker in
tion of Welsh ministers
Augustine (Austin), with
baptism.”

Conclusively, therefore, in light of both the Scrip-
tures and history, we declare that the true plan of
doing mission work both at home and in foreign lands
is founded on the churches of the Lord. They may do
their work as individual churches, or like the churches
in associations as after the order of the North Amer-

ican Baptist.A}f‘fociation. In doing so, they will main-
tain_equal rights and privileges and rej fforts
of dictatorship by eith ges and reject all e

er individual _ One-
church dictatorship is uals or churches

avis’ history, page 12, that
he College of Bangor, and
the Conference or Associa-
and messengers who met
whom he had a debate on

any phase of our Lord’s work should not make her
aloofness a test of fe]]

Al Alowship. In the event of co-
operation in an_association, all the churches in the
assoriaiion Bliould! Have eqial rights, through their
respective messengers, i U :
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Questions on Lesson VI

What is the “Direct Gospel Missions” system?
The Independent system?
The Convention system?

When did the Convention system originate? How?
Where?

When and where did the Triennial Convention
originate?

When was the American Baptist Convention or-
ganized?

When, where and by whom was the Southern
Baptist Convention organized?

State seven objections to the Southern Baptist
Convention system.

What do the witnesses quoted say in_re%rards to
such a system as that of the Convention?

What is the Association system? Do you think
this one is right? Why?

Name some associations that were _og‘gamged be-
fore the Convention system was originated.

What may be said in regards to the early asso-
ciations?
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