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Outline of Lesson I

WHAT THE CHURCH IS

I. The Church Defined,
1 Etymo]ogical definition,
2, Theological definition,

& .
o Analogica] definitiong,

II. Nature of the Church
1, Composed of hy
2. Is éssentially ip

dependent,
3. Church 20vern

ment,

Lesson 1

WHAT THE CHURCH IS

I. The Church Defined

1. Etymological definition.

The Greek word translated church in the New Tes-
tament is ekklesia, a compound word composed of ek,
meaning ‘“from,” or “out of,” and kaleo, “to call.” To-
gether the two words mean, called from, or ou’ o7,
denoting a company of people chosen and called.

There are three stages of meaning of ekklesia, as
follows: (1) The Greek usage, specifying a lawful as-
sembly of persons assembled in a city to transact
business. They were called out from among the whole
population. (2) Jewish. The term was applied to the
company of Israelites in the wilderness, whom God
had chosen and called out of Egypt (Acts 7:38). The
same word is employed in the Septuagint (Greek)
version of Psalm 22:22, a prophecy of our Lord’s
singing in His church. A fulfillment of this prophecy
is seen in Matthew 26:30 where it is said that Christ
sang after instituting and partaking of His Supper.
The prophecy is quoted in Hebrews 2:12. (3) The high-
er Christian sense. When employed in the Christian or
New Testament sense, ekklesia designates a company
or assembly or congregation of persons chosen by the
Lord, whom He has called out and separated from the
world. In all three uses—Greek, Jewish and Christian
—the assembly was called out for a definite purpose.
In the Christian sense, the purpose of the assembly
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an institution as distinguished from that of the
Greeks, it is a fact that Christ established a visible,
local congregation which followed with Him in His
travels. As pointed out by Dr. B. H. Carroll, although
the church may be referred to in its institutional sense,
“whenever the abstract or generic finds concrete ex-
pression, or takes operative shape, it is always a par-
ticular assembly.”

For instance, we frequently speak of a man being
tried before the jury, an institution of law. But when
the jury is in operation, it is always a particular group
of persons. There can be no such thing as a universal
jury, whether visible or invisible. Neither can there
be a universal church, except only as an institution
and referred to in an abstract sense. As Dr. Hiscox
further points out: “To call the aggregate of those who
profess the Christian faith—of all names in all the
world—*‘the Christian Church,’ is a misuse of the word
not warranted by the Scriptures. There is no such
thing as a universal church on earth embraced in one
grand communion. Equally baseless and unsupported
by Scripture is the claim that all the religious con-
gregations of a nation, or of a given form of faith
in a nation, constitute a national, or denominational
church. It contradicts the New Testament idea” (Di-
rectory for Baptist Churches, pp. 25, 26).

The theory of a universal church finds no proof, as
frequently claimed, in Ephesians 5:23: “For the hus-
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head
of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.” If
by “the church” is meant a universal church, then by
“the husband” would necessarily mean a universal hus-
band! In this instance, the word “husband” designates
a family relationship which may be affirmed of all
married men; and the word ‘“‘church” designates the
kind, the genus, of institution which is applicable to
all groups of like constitution.
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In 1643 seven Baptist churches in London set forth
this statement:

“Jesus Christ hath on the earth a spiritual kingdom
which is His church, whom He hath purchased and
redeemed to Himself, as a peculiar inheritance: which
church is a company of visible saints, called and sep-
arated from the world by the Word and Spirit of God,
to the visible profession of the faith of the gospel;
being baptized into that faith, and joined to the Lord,
and to each other, by mutual agreement, in the praec-
tical enjoyment of the ordinances by Christ their head

and King.”

The foregoing definitions speak of a local congrega-
tion. With the Baptists this is the primary meaning of
a church, but with others a congregation is but
one unit of a universal church. Baptists have never
issued a confession which they made binding on the
churches, for the Scriptures constitute their only
creed.

The Greek Catholic Church offers this definition:

“The church is a divinely instituted community of
men, united by the orthodox faith, the law of God,
the Hierarchy, and the sacraments.”

The Roman Catholic Church says:

“The company of Christians knit together by the
profession of the same faith, and the communion of
the same sacraments, under the government of lawful
pastors, and especially of the Roman bishop, as the
only vicar of Christ on earth.”

Baptists may be said to be the only ones who, by
virtue of their constitutional belief, are qualified to
give a Scriptural definition of a church. When Protes-
tants look beyond a local congregation, their idea of
the church is a universal, invisible body; and the
Catholies, a universal, visible body.
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this to His church that had followed Him into the
mountain. Salt preserves meats by arresting the chem-
ical action of decomposition and flavors foods. The
ancient pagans considered salt as a substance “dear to
the gods.” Homer sang of “divine salt.” The ancient
Germans built their temples of worship in salt dis-
triets. Without salt life on earth would perish, and no
food would be palatable to the taste. This pictures the
worth of a church to community life. It helps to pre-
serve a better kind of life and makes a community a

desirable place in which to live.

Light—a mission of righteousness. “Ye are the
light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid,” Matthew 5:14. A church is a divinely appointed
lighthouse which is equipped to emit rays of gospel
light into a darkened world. This mission is world wide.
The Apostle Paul speaks of the “light of the glorious
gospel of Christ” (II Corinthians 4:4), which is de-
signed to shine unto the lost.

Temple—a place of worship. “In whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy
temple in the Lord,” Ephesians 2:21. The word temple
means sanctuary, a building dedicated to the purpose
of worship. As applied to the church institution, it
denotes an assembly which carries on the worship of
God. For a church to be used for secular causes is to
degrade her high and holy purpose.

Body—specifying unity. “There is one body,” Ephe-
sians 4:4. That is, one of a kind, not one in the sense of
a universal body composed of all professed Christians
in the world. When we consider the common faith
which is peculiar to all churches of like communion, we
take note of the prevailing unity. In an abstract sense
all who are members of churches and hold to a common
belief compose a body, but the Scriptures do not teach
that all the saved, regardless of their church affilia-
tion, compose a universal church.
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a person from church membership. As the church was
commissioned by Christ to preach the gospel and
administer the ordinances until He shall come again, it
is unreasonable to hold that any part thereof could
thus operate in heaven. The family of God, consisting
of all the redeemed in all ages, resides both in heaven
and on earth (Ephesians 4:15). Therefore the church
and the family of God are not synonymous terms, the
latter being far more comprehensive in scope.
Some speak of “the church in the aggregate,”
meaning the assembly of all the redeemed in all ages
who shall be gathered by the Lord unto Himself in
glory. Only in the sense of the redeemed having been
called out of the world and gathered unto the Lord can
such an assembly be termed the ekklesia or church. In
this sense is the word ekklesia applied to the whole
assembly of the Tsraelites whom God called out of
Egypt and assembled in the wilderness. Such an as-
sembly in glory does not now exist in fact but in con-
cept only. Moreover, the ordinary and theological defi-
nition of ekklesia is not applicable to the future assem-
bly in glory, for this assembly will not require an
observance of the church ordinances. Therefore this
assembly cannot be equated with that founded and

commissioned by Christ.
2. A church is essentially independent.

(1) Because the congregation founded by Christ
multiplied by certain of her members going abroad and
establishing like churches. ““And so were the churches
established in the faith, and increased in number

daily,” Acts 16:5.

(2) Because a church is recognized by Christ as be-
ing the highest ecclesiastical tribunal on earth. “And
if he shall neglect to hear them (the one or two wit-
nesses) tell it unto the church . .. Verily I say unto
you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall
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In sum, the nature of the church is shown by the
fact it is local as to sphere, visible as to appearance
and independent as to relationship. This is corroborat-
ed by history. Dr. Thomas Armitage points out the
independence and equality of churches when he says:

“All the Apostolic churches were independent of
each other, and equal in rank and authority. No gen-
eral council was held or known in this century”
(History of the Baptists, p. 160).

Three significant facts are shown: (1) The first
century churches were independent of each other, be-
ing self-governing and autonomous bodies; (2) they
were equal in rank and authority; and (3) no general
council was known in the first century, that is, apart
from the churches. Inter-church councils were held in
New Testament times, instance the Jerusalem council
(Acts 15), but as Mosheim testifies, “It was not until
the second century” that many traces of councils apart
from church authority appeared.

After saying that all New Testament churches
were independent in nature, although bound together
by the common tie of faith and practice, Mosheim de-
clares, ‘“That every one of them enjoyed the same
rights, and was considered as being on a footing of
the most perfect equality with the rest” (Mosheim’s
Historical Commentaries, Vol. 1, p. 196).

EDWARD GIBBON, famous historian, says of
sister churches:

«“[nited only by the ties of faith and charity. Inde-
pendence and equality formed the basis of their inter-
nal constitution by which the Christians were governed
for more than a hundred years after the death of the
apostles. Every society formed within itself a separate
and independent republic; and although the most dis-
tant of these little states maintained a mutual, as well
as a friendly, intercourse of letters and deputation,
the Christian world was not yet connected by a su-
preme or legislative assembly” (Gibbon’s History of

13
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Baptists champion the Congregational form, which
is maintained by the following Scriptural reasons:

(1) A church may receive members (Romans 14:1).

(2) A church may dismiss members (I Corinthians
5:13; TI Corinthians 2:6; II Thessalonians 3:6).

The Corinthian church expelled from membership
an incestuous man by majority vote. “Sufficient to
such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted

of many.” The word “many” comes from an original
* This shows the church

word meaning ‘“majority.’
maintained a democratic polity.

(3) A whole church voted in the election of an
apostle (Acts 1:26).

(4) A whole church acted in the election and ordi-
nation of the first deacons (Acts 6:2-6).

(5) A whole church acted in sending forth mission-
aries (Acts 13:1-2; 14:26-27).

Questions on Lesson I
What is the etymological definition of the word

1.
church?

2. What is a theological definition of church?

3. Name the analogical definitions.

4. What is meant by the nature of a church?

5. Give some reasons for your answer.

6. What does Historian Edward Gibbon say of the
early churches?

7. What do Drs. John T. Christian and David Bene-

dict say relative to the nature of the church?

8. What is meant by church government?
9. Name the three principal forms of church gov-

ernment.
10. Which one is Scriptural? Give five reasons for

your answer.
15
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Outline of Lesson I

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

I. The Significance of Church Membership,

L. The dignity and honor of chuyep membership.

2. Obligationg entailed by church membership.
3. The Church Covenant,
(1) Origin of the Covenant.,
(2) Text of the Covenant.
(3) Analysig of the Covenant.
1I. Qualifications for Membership.

ul.
A Profession of faith,

=

; Salvation of the gq

Baptism by divine authority,
Christiay deportment.
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Lesson II
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(8) Being in church fellowship, in doctrine and per-
sonal relationship, the members are eligible for the
observance of the Lord’s Supper; hence the Jerusalem
church was faithful “in breaking of bread.” No one
outside a New Testament church has this opportunity.
This is true for the reason the Lord’s Supper is a
church ordinance.

(4) A prayer life in church fellowship. The Jerusa-
lem church continued “in prayers.” While prayer is a
personal privilege and is granted to the children of
God everywhere and under all circumstances, never-
theless it is an essential part of a church worship
service. The three outstanding features of a worship
service are: praying, singing and preaching.

(5) The unique fellowship enjoyed only in church
relations is conducive to the highest Christian growth
in grace. It makes possible a necessary training in all
departments of church work. And it makes effectual
the ministry of the Word of God at home and in for-
eign lands. The Apostle Paul recognized this fact when
he requested prayers of the Ephesian church, that
“utterance may be given unto me, that I may open
my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the
gospel” (Ephesians 6:19).

3. Obligations entailed by church membership.

While church fellowship is highly desired and es-
sential, being basic and primary, it must not be
stressed as if it were the summation of Christian
responsibility. The obligations of a church member
are numerous.

(1) Church devotions must be put ahead of all
worldly affairs and personal concerns. “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you,” Matthew
6:33. When we reverse this order, we not only question
the veracity of our Lord’s word, but we also show our
primary attachment to the material things of life and
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;s Second, he took

interest in the call. “Philip ran thither to him,” verse
30. Third, he put himself on the level with the officer,
thinking along his channel of thought, verse 31.
Fourth, he was lovingly persistent, verse 29. He was
told to “join thyself to this chariot.” He glued himself
to the chariot and stayed on the job, as the original
word rendered “join” means “glue.” Fifth, Philip
preached Jesus, verse 35. He showed that salvation
is in Christ when a person believes in Him, verse 37.
Sixth, he instructed the officer touching his obliga-
tion to baptism after salvation, verses 38-39.

(6) Enlisting the unenlisted members. It has been
estimated that about sixty percent of the average
church are unenlisted. This means that the burden of
responsibility is borne by the minority. How to correct
this fault is a problem difficult to solve. Its solution
is not the pastor’s problem alone, as all members are
held responsibile by the Lord. Some churches find
success in an organized visitation program, while oth-
ers pursue a more or less haphazard method. Any
method used, if it is to claim the blessing of the Lord,
must be in keeping with the demands and potentials
of the church. One way to enlist members in the ac-
tivities of the church is to keep before them the

Church Covenant

Let us first study the origin of the Covenant, which
most Baptist churches adopt, and then analyze its text.

1. Origin of the Covenant.

The history of the Church Covenant, familiar to
many by its appearance in various formats, is inter-
woven with that of the “Declaration of Faith,” both
found in Pendleton’s Church Manual whose first print-
7. A footnote in this manual reads

ing was in 186
h was framed many years

“This Declaration of Fait

ago by J. Newton Brown, D.D.”
Speaking of Dr. Brown, Dr. William Cathcart says:
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Thus we see that the work of preparing “The New
Hampshire Declaration of Faith and Church Cove-
nant” was instigated by a State Baptist organization
and finished by Dr. J. Newton Brown. Being only
recommended to the churches, it was never intended
to be an iron-clad creed and covenant to be binding
upon any church, as Baptists believe and teach the
Bible alone to be their authoritative standard of faith

and practice.

2. Text of the Church Covenant.

As appearing in Pendleton’s Manual, the Covenant
reads as follows:

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God,
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and
on the profession of our faith having been baptized in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, we do now in the presence of God, angels
and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter
into covenant with one another as one body in Christ.

We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit,
to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the
advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness
and comfort; to promote its prosperity and spirituali-
ty; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline and
doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and regularly to the
support of the ministry, to the expenses of the church,
the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel

through all nations. )
tain family and secret devo-

We also engage to main .
tions; to religiously educate our children; to seek the

salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk
circumspectly in the world; to be just in our dealings,
faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our
deportment; to abstain from the sale and use of in-
toxicating drinks as a beverage, and to be zea].ous m
our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. .
We further engage to watch over one anptiiee
brotherly love; to remember each other in prayer; to
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D. Baptism Divinely Authorized.
“Having been baptized in the name of the Father,

and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Mat-
thew 28:19-20; Acts 16:30-33; 19:1-5).

Note: Baptism is a divine command to a child of
God, not the sinner. Anywhere the Scriptures
speak of baptism being administered by the
authority of Christ, the authority of the triune
Godhead is implied, as the office work of the
Persons of the Trinity is essentially related yet
distinct. (See John 5:30; Ephesians 2:18-20.)

E. United by Covenant as One Body.
«“We do now in the presence of God, angels and

this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter
into covenant with one another, as one body in
Christ” (Amos 3:3; Matthew 18:19, 20; I

Corinthians 12:27).
Note: A covenant is a mutual agreement between

two or more persons.

F. Spirit Leadership of God’s Children.
“We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 8:14; I Corinthians 2:13-14;
John 14:16; Acts 13:2).
Note: The Spirit, never leading contrary to the
word of God, personally aids the believer in

his work and worship.

G. Obligations to the Church. .
1. Brotherly walk. “To walk together in Christian

love” (Acts 2:1, 46; John 13:34-35).

9. Mutual advancement. “To strive for the ad-
vancement of this Church, in knowledge, holi-
ness and comfort” (I Timothy 2:15; TI Peter
3:11; II Corinthians 1:4).

3. Growth of church. “To promote its prosperity
and spirituality” (Acts 92:41, 47; 4:4; I Corinth-

jans 15:58; Philippians 1:27).
4. Loyalty to the church and her doctrines. “To
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of intoxicating drinks as a beverage” (Proverbs
20:1; Habakkuk 2:15; Ephesians 5:18).

Godly zeal. “To be zealous in our efforts to
advance the kingdom of our Saviour” (Colos-
sians 4:12-13; James 5:16; Jude 3; Revelation

3:15).

I. Cbligations to Fellow Members.

1.

J. Obligation to Ac
“We moreover engage

Note: On moving to a

Brotherly care. “We further engage to watch

over one another in brotherly love” (I Thessa-

lonians 3:12; Romans 12:10; Galatians 6:2;

I Peter 1:22).
Praying one for another. “To remember each

other in prayer” (Ephesians 6:18; James 5:16).
Help given in time of need. “To aid each other
in sickness and distress” (Romans 12:13; He-
brews 6:10; Matthew 25:40).

Christian courtesy. «To cultivate Christian
sympathy in feeling and courtesy in speech”
(Hebrews 13:2; 1 Peter 3:8).

Patience under pressure. “To be slow to take
offense, but always ready for reconciliation, and
mindful of the rules of our Saviour to secure it
without delay” (James 1:19; Ephesians 4:26,

32).

tive Membership and Service.
that when we remove from
ce, we will as soon as possible unite
r church, where we can carry
this covenant and the principles
(Acts 9:26-28; 11:19-21; 18:24-

this pla
with some othe
out the spirit of
of God’s word”

98 28:30-31). )
new location, a person

should not delay moving his membership to a
Seriptural church, if one is found there or near-
by. But if not, he should se.ek assistance of a
missionary or some minister in the organization
of a church in which he can find fellowship.
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dwelt, which took place before their baptism at the
Red Sea. (See Exodus 12:11-14; I Corinthians 10:1-2.)
2. A profession of faith.
On seeking membership in a ¢

hurch on condition of

baptism, one is required to make public a profession
of his faith in Christ as Saviour. This was exacted of
the Ethiopian officer by Philip. “And Philip said, If
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And
he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is
the Son of God,” Acts 8:37. Profession of faith pre-
baptism, and water baptism precedes
refore a profession comes be-
ew Testament
ded by a pro-

cedes water
church membership, the
fore church membership. In all the N
instances, the act of baptism was prece
fession of repentance and faith.

3. Baptism in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Baptism is one way of m

in Christ, which act is to be pe
(Matthew 98:19-20). No one is

ity of the triune God

qualified for membership in a church without baptism,
still baptism does not wholly qualify him. It is th'e
ceremonial qualification he is required to meet. It is
the first act, in order, of Christian obedience after
one’s profession, although one may have the oppor-
tunity to witness for Christ as Saviour before he is
baptized.

4. Christian deportment.

After meeting the qualifications to become a mem-
ber of a church, one may disqualify himself to retain
membership by unchristian deportment (II Thessa-
loni .

llg\LTI(l)ste:)):.GXs. in New Testament times, false brethren
may obtain membership in 2 church, who sooner or
later will be discovered and should then be expelled
(Galatians 2:4-5).

[II. Modes of Admission ;

There are three ways of admission of persons into

AT, LIBRARY

REDDIZ MEMORI

aking a confession of faith
rformed by the author-
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Questions on Lesson 1I

1. Give three reasons for the dignity and honor of
church membership.

2. What are the opportunities of church member-
ship?

3. What are the obligations entailed by church mem-

bership ?

Explain the origin of the Church Covenant.

Now read the text of the Covenant.

Explain the analysis of the Covenant.
What are the qualifications for church member-

N oA

ship?

8. What are the mo
ship?

9. What are the modes of dismission?

des of admission to member-
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Lesson III

ORIiGIN AND IDENTITY OF THE CHURCH

tl I.n thi.s chapter we shall prove by the Scriptures
mlat Christ founded His church during His personal
inistry on earth and that it has the Baptist identity.

I Origin of the Church
istry.

1. During Christ’s earthly min
ptural proof, as

This is sustained by plain Seri

follows:
" (1) The typical significance of the building of the
emple by Solomon to the building of the church by

Christ. Note this comparison.
The Analogy
(Hebrews 3:3-6)

The Temple The Church

1. Built by divine order, I 1. Built b¥Y divine order,

Chronicles 17:2-12; 22:6 John 4:34; 14:31; 174

11.

2. Patterned after the tab- 2. Bears comparison  with

ernacle, II Chronicles 4. the temple, Hebrews 3:3-

6; I Corinthians 9:13, 14.

3. Material prepa red by 3. Material P l'ep:u'ed by

David, T Chronicles 22 :5. John the paptist, Luke
1:16, 17, T

4. It was built by Solomorn. 4, It was founded bY Christ.

I1 Chronicles H:1. Matthew 16:18: liphe
sians 2:19-22.
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Lesson V

BAPTIST CHURCH ASSOCIATIONS

1. What Is an Association?
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4. The convention over the churches.

The Southern B
of individuals, not
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“Be it enacted by the
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the same. That from

aptist Convention is 2 corporation
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Senate and the House of Rep-
e of Georgia, in General As-
by enacted by the authority of
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Act, That William B, Johnson, Wilson Lumpkin, James
B. Taylor, A. Docrey (A DOCKERY, 1845 minutes),
R. B. C. Howell, anq others, either associates and suc-
cessors, be and they aye hereby incorporated and made
a body politic by the name and style of the SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION, with authority to receive,
hold, POSSess, retain anq dispose of property, either
real or personal, to gye and be sued, and to make all
by-laws, Tules and Tregulationg Necessary to the trans-
action of their businegs, oy inconsistent with the laws

of this State or of the Uniteq States; saiq corporation
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for the propagation of the gospel” (Preamble to S.B.C.
Constitution).

The Southern Baptist Convention was or

ganized by
messengers from: (1) “missionary societjes’ ; @)

“churches”; and (3) “other religious bodies of the
Baptist denomination in various parts of the United

States.” This puts the authority of “societies” and
“other religious bodies” on par with that of the
churches. Therefore the Convention is backed by
society authority, a thing wholly unknown in New
Testament practice.

Witnesses Are Called
The testimonies of the following witnesses attest
the fact the convention system is not the New Testa-
ment plan of mission work, and therefore is without
Scriptural authority :

DR. J. B. GAMBRELL, while “Superintendent of
Missions” of the Texas Convention, said in the “B
tist Standard,” organ of that Convention :

“These general hodies (Convention ang Boards) oc-

cupy a sphere of their own, entirely outside the limits
of the churches.”

At another time Dy, Gambrell, once president of
the Southern Baptist Convention, said this Convention
was a human institution, but the churches were divine.
What right, then, does the Convention have to assume
authority to “elicit, comhine and direct” the energies
of Baptist churcheg? Should g human institution :on—
trol the divine?

‘DAVID BENEI?ICT, “History of Baptists,” p. 332:
‘In process of time, so strongly were many ineclined
to constitute these ho ;

ap-

: . dies (associations and general
assemblies) into courts of appeal, that it wag found
necessary to define their pow

merely advisory coun

ers, and make them
countries have done.”

cils, ag Baptists in all ages ang

Then when the Southern Baptist Convention, from
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DR. D. B. RAY, historian and founder-editor of
American Baptist:

“There are no Scriptures pointing out such an or-
ganization as the Southern Baptist Convention.”

DR. J. N. HALL, after Dr. Ray, editor of American
Baptist, in his day called Baptist Flag:

“Surely such an organization (the convention) has
no sort of right to take absolute control of the mission
work of the churches, for the churches have no sort
of contrel over the Convention. The whole thing (the
Board system) as now constructed is in direet contra-
diction of genuine Baptist polity, and the wonder is
how the fathers ever consented to the organization of
such a convention. Let the churches get in the saddle,
and with reins in hand, let them manage the mission
work as the Lord directs” (Baptist Flag, May 26,
1898).

DR. J. R. GRAVES, author, editor, theologian and
historian:

“Our missionary organism origi i
English brethren at the time of the ;:anv?:;;l o;v’:ltllzle rr(l)lusr
sionary zeal, through the influence of Carey, Marshall
and Fuller. . . . Let it be borne in mind theg {lat our
missionary machinery is of human origin, and of a
very recent date, entir s

ely outside anq j
the churches, and not known in the lpngfrﬁi?;l: n:g:i

of the church” (Tennessee Bapti
Hear the same witnegg aglf)aisf’ Sept. 8, 1860).

; characte . .
zations and they have fq; % OF Gop Missionary organi-

all the future ones ofa;ei.; the Dre.sent is a failure;
churches are called Upon tllnllar kind wi be. The
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e

which he belongs”
tist Churches, p. 17 8).

: ; s
With the above as a solid basis, Dr. Wayland goe
on with his reasoning, as follows:

“The more steadfastly we hold to the independence

(Principles and Practices of Bap-

. 3 5 i
of the churches, and adjure everything in the ﬁl}l';l
of a denominational corporation, the more truly sh

Ly
we be united ang greater shall be our prosperity
(Ibid., p. 190),

Dr. Wayland’s coun
nounce) everything in
corporation,” ig
of the Southern
corporation desi
ination.

6. Made a test o

f fellowship. the
The Southern Baptist Convention has made
“Cooperative P

rogram” a test of fellowship among
their brethyen. Let us hear the late Dr. E. P. AH%
dredge, once of high standing in the official ranks O
the Convention :

“If for example,
Support the w

down to yug b

sel that Baptists “adjure (re-
the form of a denominatlol}al
a solid blow to the dictatorial clamm
Baptist Convention in its act of in-
gned to control the whole denom-

a given pastor or church does 1102
hole Cooperative Program, as handef
¥ the Executive Committee each year,
: and such churches are forthwith black-
listed and regardeq 1o longer as true and loyal South-
e Baptists, No State Baptist leader will l‘ecomm?,n a
such a pastor to any position in the denomination.
Regardless of the Importance of loyalty to a com-
mon cause, Baptistg should not make anything a test
of fellowship among them that g not found taught 11
tbe $Cl‘iptures’ and even thep it should be of a d.l il
tl'nctlve nature. It ig contrary to inherent Baptist prin-
ciples for g Convention op association to project 2
d then uge it as a blackjack upol:
P e to exercige their liberty by no
8’,10\1’111%' o Support. Christian service that is accept-
3ndeeroco(ig(ciio?11:lses out of a voluntary spirit and 1o

90

>

7. Tendency to-l‘vern B yting 0 a growins
While the Southert not SUPPO™ " iem ¢ is up°©
. -+ o brother for e amOR® T phas v
discredit a ems 0 "7 qacing £ the 10
£y - <
in recards >
in rege
. : sine 0%~ ise
Ing facts: historic doc’cllls1 . omprom?
1\ s
(1) The :

: £
o OY .mng . acceP
. ig more lear -ches
success;o}lt 1?nstitutionsl O § its cht® io
some of 1S reent = L om a
jzable PEIYZ a7 € 50-C3
A sizable P77 o ue
(?) 1 prac 1ce' caters con . denom
baptism and £ jts Mims er
e (§) o S
(?_>) Sornith minister Orthern) pers 0
meetmg:ri‘lW Americal %000, Free- wn to nold
(4) ne 0T e equl knoV ) ctiCeS
. v . ut een T
has been 1‘11110;73}111) wi 19t also has s and P
i its fellows=t 1 at be tion
g%aptized agz_lm.,t qureh h i el
- . wship @ ] o Bap et
in its .fello . the ead gouther’ credite® o ctifylns
baptizing for n of the = ce di adence bt to decl
(5) Certeont tmeS: [ Hindepend®isgn
in re hu k
leaders, 1 “""° g tion,
. ‘inclp o€ en
Baptist p? mﬁ }1 chu 'chf the conVv
in court thal = © ¢ o
herself indepe’ . stert
:+h 1t.
lined up wit!

1v.

Chings'

jons-
nventloi1
piist -t Chure?

1 th 0 tates &
We 551:;1 orth b3; 01~ou% nited S

work a

sociation,

not
Joing ch“rches;) ¢ mesS
churches © i g




one chosen b
oo e y e .
2/{115_510nary COmarfl}ilt; hurch in the fellowship. Thus the
1;5 '(;‘(}alliberations, e has direct church authority in
.2+ Lhe principl L
1S taught - ple of chur ‘ .
d - . C}l cmd min ~ 3

H;essengel.s ré’;:iglced. Each church ;z’;m lzéne(;l lec?h.t_g
zrength' Hence th less of numerical zr finan]éiill
ssociated e small chur i T
large churcWOrk, have a voic wches, as units in the

il Am.he's, e equal to that of the
that he hag henr 2 0 D8

5. Heﬁsstel}ll called of (c}}:,(asii’ I,?uit show evidence

!1-4; 15 - ck of him a . > N
O M T e T
diotaZh their mess fes are chosen by all the churches
- afce to otherg engers, as no church i ]c AT 1:
whitlt involvedwi?}fL b their l‘eSponsibﬂ;zva ;ﬁ:ﬁdbeo
wher IS seen oper ¢ brinciple of church lit :
and e all churcheg ative at associati equa.l Yy
- therefore gy represented are Ol.lal meetings
engers, Churchee allowed the sam considered equals
e s
voice 1

the select;
ction :
them, wh; of missj :
» Which SSlonarie
Paul anq Byy n;ay be done tsh::;gohare to serve all of
gh their messengers-

other at as not
;’1511‘, alsot};:adiginning (:}niieliifused to work with each
:39-40) a choj second missionary tour
. T ce of thei g s
the churchesf., they coulq ma;él e;r Icompanions (Acts
¢ choice, why cannot
e North Ameyi ’ y
r department. o= Dabtist o ;
in t(}}e)z I'FJISSIONS T\Idlits of work, asﬁ}i?ﬁ)cvl:;tlon .
. i § Ssionay 3 :
his nited Stat ary activiti .
T S 5 0 ) e o
razil an Maintain 1gn f.ountues.
. (2) CHRIgTY d one in Mexic, a_Theological Serm-
1can TheOIOgic AN EDUCATIOONCIty.
. The North Amer-

Texas. 0 al Semi
: . On the gigtng 20V is 1
Istrict ang sta{f aii(i]: t ti aCkionvillleg

, the churche

n line witp
the i
Assomation own and
operat s
92 ate colleg®

7. Th
tains foy

—

nstitutions.

d general supplies
the churches.
RELATIONS. This
d religious
rk of the

and Bible schools and benevolent i
(3) PUBLICATIONS. Books an

are furnished for all

4) RESEARCH AND PUBLIC
department gathers general statistical an

information and gives publicity to the wo
Association.

8. The churches in
Baptist Association, on
levels, maintain Youth
and Women’s Missionary

Associations Before the

onvention system
ciated together in different parts
promulgation of the gospel. 1he

ica, was Or-

Association, in Amerl
efore the Conven-

the North American
ict and state
rotherhoods,

line with
the national, distr
Encampments, B
Auxiliaries.
Convention

Long before the C was originated;
Baptist churches asso
of the world for the
Philadelphia Baptist

tion system was S

Association, South €2

ciation, North Carolina,

1765; Ketocton Association, Virginia, 17605 :
7: Stoning'ton Assoc1a-

Association, Rhode Island, . ton
tion, Connecticut, 1772; Red Stone Associati
Flampsh

sylvania, 1776; ew :
Hampshire, 1776 haftesbury
1781 ; Woodstock Association iresa G
Association, Georgi2 1784; , Ten
nessee, 1786; i
e Ve A?Zf(;)if)lr? we’ c determine
el simple o which originat

io system veC

1:: ag 1-:helg;));_,‘l Viesnylo nger than s€ rﬂl :Sosl(')i(;'l?.lflo

n ’

in Arrllrérica. ubtrell%z :
associations from assoéiation i

much. older €3¢ i
system. In %‘;si associationS

much older

rolina, 1




vention to b
Corven¥on £ 1y o L .
n, n 1 n America, t 3 .
:}I’:d 1907 and yfill\.avﬁlsf(‘)' 551 btract the dat}(:s i:'1r-roll§3 TSIZE
than the Sout ind how m - .
e (1\I01‘t11el‘1111§n]13]?)al.)tist Conven‘clilo:rlll ;ﬁei} thi’nal.e
th fi’ naming th e:ept;St Convention 1-espectli?7elywl_
at they are ssociation : i M
. all N s we d P
Baptist Associat,now in line with the N(()) %OtAlntn:o Wte
that none of thlon’ neither do we mequl ; .mtetucz;n
with the Con\rent?m ever afterwards \;rorl’: 1m' m;a o
after their beoi O,n system. But what tl R
) fher Dt i ok B L ey hEVE 62 2
zlaxme into being -aiidd before the Conv;‘;lotiff?t:;/szgo
1e principl 1 (2) in tl .
North Arrrl)ei?c()f cooperation a;enrolim t_hey respected
an Baptist AssociatiOnset forth by the

I 5
Let us here talllc Foreign Countries
chu}'oh I ‘the Earl; n(?: etOf two significant facts:
hes were i nturies of s TR
rslt?t Jjoined t:g;?}?ependent of eacﬁhit}?hllstliln era.
r e er, were
e b iy
t _Sociatio . ey were b .
t;loa; ST 8 ;lart;y the ties of faith Olll:xi z%%le&gil'
thros of ministers y as the third ce7ntury associa—
beyo‘llfihgmz Greece ’m‘f‘tnfi churches became common
T Sy S oy i
ve : al b - nstances
reted in the hand of e, s
craved overwhelmin individuals. This came r1b011.t
ters pre'enflinenceg ambition of cel'tain‘m ) who
- al;'o§e, while on t 1Soon distinction amongerllninig_
st Plain churcheg he other hand humbl ot "s
2S of the Christj associated together e mlms .el %
tion i VYe learn of lfgl world on tlfe bflslisnc:f dlﬁel}’i?
in W e exi @ equality-
= HIST(;I]IE:; ey aﬁﬁ?;‘gg ogoa Baptist associa-
i r 600.
avis, p. 150, OF THE WELSH BAPTISTS, by 7

“We hav
e every
reason to believe that the Welsh

94

]

Baptists had their associations, and that Dyfrig, Htyd
and Dynawt, were the leading men among thzr,n lont:
before Austin’s attempt to convert them to Pope’ry, i;
that association which Wwas held on the borders of

England, about the year 600.”

This was 1192 years hefore
COpvention system! As Davis also te
existed in Wales from A.D. 63 to the ye

he wrote his book.

In the year 597,
sary, was sent by Gr
convert the Saxons. H
measure with these, he then un
Christians of the country to Popery-
things he proposed that they submit to in

tism. Says Davis:
«Fowever, they agreed 1o meet with Austin, in an

association held on the borders of Herefordshire. x
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ately answered by would keep
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Austin was exceedingly

Saxons to murder one thousan

the Welsh ministers and deleg2

many more afterwards were put
infant paptism

they would not gubmit to
tanding true to

Welsh Baptists, PP
stituted upon

These martyrs wen
i The carnageé w
i al ca-

the faith of Baptists- : itu
them while they Were meeting 11 association
the plain, Scriptural order as now Dprac
the Nor h American Baptist

pacity after
e churches

the beginning of the
stifies, Baptists
ar 1770, when

Austin, the papal proselyting emis-
egory the Great to Britain to
aving succeeded in 2 large
dertook to convert the
Among other

tes, there present; and
to death, because
» (History of

t to death for S
as in

ticed by th

Association. . ota avis’ history: page 12, that
Afurthel sresident of the College © Bangor, Al
Dynzt"»vt Wals'ef gpeaker in the Conference OF IIXSSOI(;::);
was “60° CI111 ministers and M ssengers who
tion of Welsh -




Augustine (Austin), with whom he had a debate on
baptism.” i
pConclusively, therefore, in light of both the Scnf,;
tures and histor » we declare that the true' plalo;nds
doing mission work both at home and in foreign do
is founded on the churches of the Lord. They ma'yhes
their work as individual churches, or like the churc er-
in associations as after the order of the North An;in-
lcan Baptist Association. In doing so, they will ni} rts
tain equal rights ang privileges and reject all ef (;ne-
of dictatorship by either individuals or churc.hes' a8
church dictatorship is ag contrary to the Scriptures in
one-man dictatorship. Any church that goes aloneher
any phase of our Lord’s work should not make o-
aloofness a test of fellowship, In the event of tche
operation in an association, all the churches in i
association should haye equal rights, throu%’h t .es
respective messengers, in the selection of missmnanfle) y
Thus the messengers act by authority given them

. 3 n
the churches that voluntarily enter into an associatio
and mutual agreement, ’

Questions on Lesson VI
What is t

148 he “Direct Gospel Missions” system?

2. The Independent, system ?

3. The Convention system ? ?

4. When did the Convention system originate? Hoyv-

5. When and where did the Triennial Convention
originate? . .

6. When was the American Baptist Convention 01
ganized?

7. When, where and by whom was the Southern
Baptist Convention organized ?

8. State seven objections to the Southern Baptist
Convention System.

9. What do the Wwitnesse

such a system ag that of the Convention?

10. What is the Association system? Do you think
this one is right? Why ?
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