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on record as affirming the existence of the Waldenses prior to the time of Peter
Waldo, and many of these authorities regard the Waldenses as an important link in
the chain of transmission of apostolic truth from the time of Christ to the era of the
Reformation and the present day. Many Baptist authors, too numerous to mention,
who believe in a form of Baptist succession or perpetuity over the last 2000 years,
have claimed the Waldenses as Baptists, an assertion which, if true, conveniently|
bridges a gap of 1200 years between the Baptists of Constantine's time and the,

Anabaptists of the Reformation era.

This writer fully accepts the view that the Waldenses predate Peter Waldo and that]
they represent a strain of evangelical belief that can be traced back to the time of]
Constantine. However, there is a problem with the claim that the Waldenses were
Baptists. The problem is that those of the Reformed theological persuasion have also|
claimed the Waldenses as a Reformed party. It is admitted by all that the Waldenses
of present-day Italy are not Baptists, that they are now Reformed Pedobaptists|
(baptizers of infants), and that they have been so for about 450 years, since the time
of the Reformation. If we are to claim the Waldenses as Baptists, then the burden of]
proof is on Baptists to examine the doctrinal beliefs of the Waldenses prior to the
Reformation, to establish that those beliefs and practices were fundamentally
Baptistic, and to explain when and why the Waldenses ceased to be Baptists.

The purpose of this dissertation is to conduct an objective examination of]
Waldensian belief and practice, without any preconceived or predetermined
conclusions, to see if there is any scholarly basis for the statements commonly made|
by Baptist historians that the Waldenses were Baptists. Unless otherwise noted, all
of our quotations, and conclusions based on those quotations, will have reference to

pre-Reformation or medieval Waldenses.

In order to show that there were true Baptist churches in the Middle Ages, under the
banner of the Waldenses, it is not necessary to prove that all of the churches of.that
name, in all places, were Baptistic at any given time, or that they were Baptistic at
all points in their history. If it can be shown that only some of the Waldenses were
truly Baptistic, this will prove our point. Similarly, if we w:sheq to prove tl?e
existence of Baptists in 20th-Century America, we could freely adx.mt that many in
that era who called themselves Baptist were not truly Baptist in faith z‘md practice,
and that many so-called Baptists indulged in seriously heterodox bel}efS, S}lch as|
denial of Biblical inerrancy, that would disqualify them as true Baptist believers.

3




hurche?

This admission would

i : in , : . ue BaptiS[ c

did exist i, 20th-C o way disprove the thesis that some tr
“-entury America

od that

Inour
eference
statementg ar;:clo Waldensian doctrine and practice, it will be ”"derswto all W
neralizat . as
called themgq, alizations which would not always be accurate times 8

Places, |p manvCS Waldc,nSCS, or were called that by their enemies, I 2 pelie
the OPposite of}'l\;e;,scs evidence can be cjted to show that some Waldenses el
Statemcnts, "Man ;t e il present, but this does not weaken our caS'e'emmcy,
and "Many 20th é Olh-ccm“r}' American Baptists believed in Biblical . re potl
; ?m“'}’ American Baptists rejected Biblical inerrancy, :}iw 13th
Century or 41, 20t - 4t some Baptists becarne apostate, whether 1M T it
mai;::jr:o Way disproves the existence of other Baptists ar:—standiﬂ
Ments 4 Tue to the fajth, Jarre] gives us a good key for und® ct:
out the Waldenses that appear to be in hopeless con

= e 5 =

here is
SO Much avs .crerel
Dr:::“ Sy knowp *;\;'dence that, in this period, there were parties Ofd_l'z:”"d
Show‘lces among the.m al(!enscs, that we must recognize different belie o
separl:t aldens.eThls will readily harmonize the different docufnso
Othey = it; ome::fﬂ"s Period remained in the church OfROT-?m an
Nderg Pery, we TeVerin it; some may have had infant bap'! thes¢

hile mog¢ of them were Baptistic.” [1jwith ean

1 H .
Practice 1185 iNming ;
octrin

5 i > We wij] . ; ;
Ted'eval ZldWOUld be of h:texamme various aspects of Waldensian d o
Ndergt, o Cnses o erest to Baptists today, to determine whet pe
estly be regarded as Baptists. Because 2 I;:Srch
c

Nance S
ist, W:f;sfal;lmsm IS crucial in determining whether @
Ul explore that subject first.

€o
e Calleq Ba

61.
llas, published by the author, 1894, P- 1

SElR e 0e quegy;
th e{hd 2o ::t-of the mode of baptism used by the
er an eli ;Ze by immersion’ then they were no
<id ﬂfhare}cter istics they may have had. On°
& since the Roman Catholic Churc?}

Ca
Ca

employs sprinkling as the mode of baptism today, therefore the Catholic Church
ordinarily sprinkled during the Middle Ages. This idea is incorrect. There can be no
doubt that immersion was the mode of baptism commonly used in the Catholic
Church up to at least the 14th Century. Everts cites the teaching of Aquinas, one of]
the most prominent Catholic theologians of the 13th Century, on this subject:

“Thomas Aquinas, the chief of the schoolmen, who flourished about the year
1250, says, in his theology, that while immersion is not essential to the validity

of baptism, still, as the old and common usage, it is more commendable and
safer than pouring.” [1]Christian affirms the same point:

“It is equally clear that the form of baptism was immersion. This was at the
time, the practice of the whole Christian world. The great Roman Catholic
writers affirm that immersion was the proper form of baptism. Peter the
Lombard, who died A.D. 1164, declared without qualification for it as the

Proper act of baptism. Thomas Aquinas refers to immersion as the general
Practice of his day, and prefers it as the safer way, as did also Bonaventura and
Duns Scotus” [2]Since the predominant mode of baptism in the Roman Catholic
Church was immersion, at least until the 14th Century, the burden of proof would
definitely rest on those who would propose that the Waldenses innovated with
different modes of baptism, such as sprinkling, before sprinkling came into general
Practice in the Church of Rome. All the evidence we have indicates that.the
Waldenses shared with their Catholic contemporaries in the practice of immersion.

Jarrel says:

“The Waldenses were Baptistsin that they practiced only immersion. To a!l who
are familiar with church history it is well known there was no affusion till .the
middle of the third century, and that from that time to the Reformation
immersion was the rule and affusion allowed only in cases of sickness - called
‘clinic baptism.’... While ‘clinic baptism’ was practiced by the Romish Chl.ll‘ch
it was never sanctioned by any council until sanctioned by the Cou.ncll of|
Ravenna, A.D. 1311.... Living in an age in which immersion was'the.unlvel'sal
law and the custom . ..and practicing only believer's baptism, rejectmg,.as we
will see, water salvation, that the Waldenses were Baptists as to the action of]
baptism is the inevitable conclusion. ... Mezeray says, ‘In the 12th Century they

(Waldenses) plunged the candidate in the sacred font.’'"_[3]If the early

Waldensian literature lacks clear references as to their mode of baptism, this is
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Morland describes the S§ynods of the Waldenses ip these terms ?“DtiSts (@s are the genera intendents- s .rd Newma? &% |
hat Mg, S 0 today) general Superd to emploY ¢ 1oL pr.NEW !'
¢ . t Qa ;
“As t0the!rsyn0dlcalconstitutions,the above-specified manuscripts ‘e"."s’in a ge"eralrly aldenses ... rems;iing"fthe dy © o
the barpeg (or Pastors) assembled opce a year, to treat of their affairs eon alg, sll[uerintendents.’Spcamc Yoca b:clesi"s
ge'neral coun.cll And the Italian manuscript (the original thereof is to be Iss i asseml:llSGS, they ascribed to hest €
with th.e rest m‘the University library ofCambridge, bearing date 1587) tel y
that thig council wyg constantly held in the m

: highe
of ¢ bodies, the
onth of September, and that SOME he local
-
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The Waldensian pastor Monasti /”—1 X
; nastier states that there were no high-rankmg prelates JUSt acco /’_j
: ” '
among his ancient forebears, and that all the pastors held equal rank: Se}?ts oM pihgan e hexbe e oy s,
't

ani ses were collecti
“No hi hi Were :“:)c‘heans, Arians, and others. . . . The orthodox positively afs'::;
Iera istincti : . < i . s . ies.! ¢ ’
sk t;:: lc?:l;t;ilstlnctlon was Fs.tabllshed; the only difference that existed I:temles the eargu“ty.()f manichaeism, and other abommablc.hcr:csws‘ et
personal res l:, t.” rs[ w] as that arising from age, or services performed, and Y Were, . ned Limborch, than whom no man knew their history 5/
pect.” [15 Mhich i as ¢ :ny of them Manichaeans: it is not fair,’ adds he, "t deny 3 T
ar as noon d n
Thus there is eve on day.™ [1]
Iy reason t _ Rok:
bie sitpnocy P e tncal ch lc]onl::lude. tha.t the Waldenses observed the prmcnple of d:bmson, in his . . ke it clear as
They also believed in an ordr(‘: e i }?eld to by independent Baptists tOdayl; foy that the W, (;/ oluminous researches on the Waldensss, fallstot ny evidence
membership, and in church d'a”'leﬁ Clergy,. in a regenerated and baptized o t h gl conclyg; enses were Manichaeans. In fact, he fails (¢ pr.-esem::s'? which we
churches, worthy to be descr'[ljsc(;p ine. Thelr assemblies were true New Testamef; Eﬂve ady 1on at all, except for the few quotations from the exPeManichaeans.
Baptist churches eyl hlt aedhas Baptist. In fact, we might devoutly wish that @ WVen i i c'SCen- Also, he admits that not all the Waldenses were o Claces
Waldensian churches did . ere as closely to the New Testament pattern 3 iy Bere anig onceded that some, or many, Waldenses in various tlr:rthodox)/ an
. listic nat aeans, this would in no way detract from the m-“:he Middle Ages:
%ﬁhmm%m b Little Ho ' of many other Waldensian assemblies throughout
ock, Challenge Press, 197 verbey, 4 Brief History of the Baptists; ! Wey A
X < > 4 p- 46. [3 : ry . 2 3 0 er,a . . K lds noev)
304 305-1_3_1Morland, op.cit., p. 38 Igi Ja”"l,'op. Cit., p. 168. [4] Armitage, Op- cit., RP r‘ta nt o “eXamlnatnon of the extant writings ofthe Waldensesylf: o that they]
Pp- 73-74. [8] 1bid -38.[6] Monastier, op. cit 96-97.[7] Morland, op- cits [eje Manich . . s for belieVl ¢ uS
i ©1101d., p. 38. [9] Ray, op. i > - PP- .[7] Morland, | Cted ¢ Chaeanism, and provides strong reason er, l€
ones, op. cit., pp. 67-68. MMO’rl:r'l (cj:n., Pp. 332-333. [10] Robinson, op. cit., p- 476.[1/Il deﬁne Whe tenets of Manic,ha eanism and dualism But before Wf_ g: them in these
op. : op. cit. ¥ el, . : a
s L15] Monastier, op.ii:lt}; p9pS 178-179. [13] Tbid., p. 183. LL41 157 m A those heretical tenets were. Tierney and painter de
(CHARTER NINE ;The as dual supre™® deityd-
s e £ jef in a d¥ 1d, an
0 ea : lief in S wor
WERE THE WALDENS B PN Sy E Of Catharan Gocorine B beliet e spiitoal "L gtan,
ES MANICHAEANS? Ag M the M, good and evil. God created 25 Manichean 27 ™ ding to the
The accusation of Map; t Al at aterial, This doctrine was essentially erfect life acco” psolutely)
universall amChaeaHiSm is one h d ¢ in €ria| things were produced by Satan, the p tees had to be
Sally to smear all dj that the Catholics appear to have use p devo

: s i Re}jp . &S Of th . tic. Its dev
including the Waldenses_Thlssemlng and evangelical sects in the Middle A% bate ¢ Cathari was extremely 25¢¢

ang » (2
c o e charge : ‘ could i d.” [2]
annot be easily dismissed as a bag ;)fMamc.haeamsm made against the Waldenses Ne eat no animal foo
repeated by Robinson, who wrot: seless fabrication of the Romanists, since it ¥2° Wmap says: (ian 1AM
s . s : S t’
& the ChT The ele€
“The old W Map, stian MM Lg - om
aldenses hag e Michge; der hristi? ning ining
L I s . o meB ﬂlnl
Manicheans and Ar; o notion of uniformj were "‘Dloye 1sm is Oriental dualism uncer heir ProPe’ ortys absta . destro)
fecime s rians. ... All these peop ty, and many of them Praes: d retaining scarcely a trace of theil = o proPel - fulnos =g ¢, and
others thatpt:ss’ that some contendeg [:hop e were called Waldenses, and hen®? May,. ¢4 a Buddhist asceticism: Possesy:fe""emelyhz g Testam™ Loy
say the t ¢y were the direct oppos; €y were Manicheans, and Arians, 27 "N, %8¢, from wine, from animal 1020 cns rejected t jecting
ruth. The Jesuit Gretser pb s1.te. Divide them into two classes, and poth tre Or vegetabl l"f The Manichnea rbitra e
»abating the Catholicism of his language, iY¢ seeate he New 'le‘e;tfl.“.‘.e;‘t : in’

s
n the mdom,, ptaining
n

Unfayvorable to their views, 4
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of]
“Arti i< a Spirit, Creator
Ea aﬁ:::-cle 1. We believe, that there is but one God, that He i1s 2 Sp

not fully understand Christ.“[3] 5 Ings, G

Broadbent says:

,ho Ought
in us all, w )
od of all, who is over all, and through all, an:r‘ve. and to whom “;
Bive o1 SMiDped in spirit and in truth, whom alone “.einess’ prosperity, an
) ad:e:h.e Blory of our life, food, raiment, health, S;,cearts .
. sl -3 5 » 2 th Our -
“Manichaeism assails alike the teaching of Scripture and the testlmon)’ﬂ‘:e 5 and we love Him as one who knowe
e : ; ibuting “
Nature that God is the Creator of all things. ... Manichaeism, by attri
visible and corporeal to the work o

d
tflmcnt’ an
; Tt . d New Tes - i the
fa dark and evil power and only that wthE Ere.l:lte 12.We hoig for the rule of our faith, the‘gldaarl:icles contained 11
and e i ) : i
is spiritual to the true God, struck atihea:oots of the pDivine revelation, szv—,llhlc Ap‘)sﬂe: . gdem:ral TR Y
’ . D ree
Creation, the Fall, and Redemption are essential and indivisible parts

i) L(Ll
i hty’ etc.
»Mamely, [ believe in God the Father Almig
Manichaeanism was a warmed-

ich The v
. ion W

over version of the old Gnosticism of Marcion :

taught that the visible world w:

d the material
e
Itis Worlq AUdengeg were crea
. od. It!
as created by an evil Demiurge, not the true G i

t ks
- d who crea 66 boo
tionists, worshipping the hC: ; They accepteﬁ:nichaeans
n Qf‘he’Bi o od that the Manichaeans would nOt-wo;Ss tlI:t; Gnostics a}:’ devil nature ©
4 ists, or 1 di €ascangp;j ek d choosing e
obvious that if the Waldenses were Manichaeans, then they were not Bap“sily clear 4, ._nonical, not picking an
any sense orthodox Christian believers of any kind. However, we can eas
them from the charge of Manj

re
faith, 10 Matter
. ai
chaeanism by examining their statements of ’
determine their beliefs on two

jonort
" creation
bls N0 trace of Manichaean doctrine on the
f

; : itings.
ho © lound in any extant Waldensian writing 1d expect the ;(e)
. . - tow . would € we
key elements of Manichaeanism: their views as As We SXami n marriages W€ don (if they their
I . : e Mine the views of the Waldenses 0 cuine institu only t®
created the world, and their VIEWs on marriage as opposed to celibacy. Ject : ) a divine
t of] Manic ae Scnptural view of marriage as
: . e Cans
[f the Waldenses were Manichaeans, then they would have rejected the concmP tha Seg )
God as creator, and they would have rejected those books of the Old Testame

described God as th

; allo Id attain
nichaeans wou i
and to emphasize celibacy. The -
such rejection of God

e Creator, es

7 V l
ut those WHO T materia
fany Bbirigg 255 fol
. 0
pecially the Pentateuch. But we find no trace

vil, b int O :-haean
lowers to marry, as a necessafg fo avoid all talr; the f; that
Createq  PeTfection among them were eXPi(f:]emarriage' (Pgr}::}:zt Jeast AT
: trarys Shyine. . WOrld : : ivity witht each,
: as creator in the writings of the Waldenses. On the'COHto the ymm li gersd) "Ncluding sexual ?t;;le{,angelicals pag) tion
their confessions specifically confirm that doctrine which was so offensive these Oup Peop) . Jrmong some mo.: they do not marry-) AR form?
Manichaeans. The confession of faith dated in 1120 by Morland contains P'€ Wil be more holy i e of their P
affirmations: l\IQW id marriage? e d by
he Q““fﬁsg- the Waldenses feel about 'l‘sﬁtu,tjetha
s t 10, : itution: a ide
“Article 3: We acknowledge for the holy canonical Scriptures, the Books of i NS commends that institutl P o:syoﬂ ovi
Holy Bible, viz, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. - - « Q Tticle o W fess. that marriage is gol:)-(:;ited o an 2
o4 1y. * YVe confess, tha ohi d.”
“Article 4: T 1 ishty, all th d Imse|f. which (;ught not to be Pr oril of G©
Lrticle 4: The Books abovesaig teach this, that there is one God, Almig i e be N6 hi cified by the
"¢, and all good, who has made all things by His goodness, for He fo';j the ‘hdrance spe
Adam in His own image and likeness, but that by the envy of the Devil, an
disobedience of the said

. ﬂre
. Adam, sin has entered into the world, and that we
sinners in Adam ang by Adam.” 5]

g erses:
obla Leycon contains these v

n
I, God9 a
l . s by a
m;;"as A noble law that was gl‘ll(‘;:l:lﬁrm o
. . “v.th ight likewise
Another ancient confession from Morland contains these articles: Quntract.”E‘e o
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e

The 1532 confession of Angrogne contains these clauses:

. oqe soever he|
“12. Marriage is not forbidden to any, of what quality and condition
be.

“13. Whosoever forbiddeth marriage teacheth a diabolical doctrine.

“14. Whosoever hath not the gift of chastity is bound to marry.” [9]

The Magdeburgh Centuriators found the
marriage:

; erning
Waldenses to hold these beliefs conc
“Vows of celibacy are the inventions of men,

SS. « ¢
and productive of uncleann¢
- The marriage of priests is both lawful and

necessary.” [10]

[t is true that there are many referenc,
but there is no evidence that they did
holiness, or that t

ingle,
. n
€s to Waldensian pastors who remained (Sjlthgem
soin the belief that celibacy would accot: ut the
here was anything unclean or defiling abo

carrying on evangelistic
imprisonment and death.

¢

SO,
‘It appears that some pastors were married; while the greater part were not
though not on account of its bej

rec
ng prohibited, but that they might be more f
for the service of the Lord.” 1]

Newman says:

EVang
Tine
i in itself but
I i an end in itse

Breat eng 3 ‘Ing regarded by them not as an

tod
a . . ung people
hang ¢ ENses provide a splendid example for our yo ;r‘:ied state, by the
A giy frey "oiced without hesitation to enter into the m as felt

it such as W other
Manichaen: 909, Without any squeamishness about tlrtinssicall)’ evil. Onft}:\fming,
hang 3%an dualjstg Who regarded sexual activity as in ibited a spirit O ht more
llngl-{J Many Waldenses, like the Apostle Paul, exhi -

8ing selt:
Blfecy: g se
‘}eavewe Y reach th,

ascetical
ticism,
o the

E“Stic wor

" he
: ; h work. T
| K and was even dissolved in favor of suc
1p

* m()nﬂs
; " eached in
¢ was not carried by them to the extreme r as a means t
Sm b

¢vangelizing the world.” [12]

ay. On the one
accepting It 9

m
at they

. . - order th
-sacrifice, choosing to remain single 11

: dis
heir rewar ides us
€ continent of Europe with the GOS%’?’:}-];QS that God proY!

. 'ca]
lesiastl
ithout ecc
SO Wlth

greater o)

: o
N thig Oday Pecause they voluntarily gave up the godoing
Onsry; "'d,in order tg seek the kingdom of heaven,
Nt or Sentiments of self-righteousness.

ic
S0 trace Ofl\/:;nw
he contrary, t g
Jones refutes.
m were ALl

L Cexam: . 53
Infl, AMinatjgp of Waldensian writings reveal
Cnce in a

. . . t!
Rifien, Ny area of doctrine or practice; on iy
RQbin:d eliefg contrary to Manichaean doct(r) s
W0“(13;0n 3gainst the Waldenses (that many

4
It}
s
QXistez Very questionable point, whiihies reatings
think tlc\e Atthe period of which Mr. R.

M h ven th 3

uteyer p er Of . .. orcon™. n to
ay €y hag not, at least in Europe':lBy ¥ itof the oW e B
Per, oenture to affirm that it was utte

: .haeans =°
¢ of the Manich o i"cm:,id,
r the secC str b ro

a e e
e gh that €U T any off
ou

5 .0 to
“Marriage was thought to pe inconsistent with unreserved devotion
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m (1] S€|
techisms = ted on G dmonte
t nfessions, €2  am tem ing !
the Ay, :° Produce from the co ichaeism: " “' 4 conding
'8enses the least trace of Man

di

. hen m ‘to ﬁn .

Allix, WHT o ihe e ct iss

W I the lofty language of Dr- rought aga"“sc“-,’ says 7: The mnnd thes€|
ns i

b ms h.1 h;
Rog. "S€S from the same chargf,f the devil 17 emar"s;,f, Limbore
Wri:-“et: ‘I defy the impudence aeism- = pheim 2
1

ich
Ngs the least shadow of Mi.m misled 7 (131 . that 8l
on 1. . iters I . : n 11
. wr on a
lage. S Subject, the catholic Robins 1
att, iStorians have misled Mr.

oW
with thos® e
P sts
&le burden of proof deﬁm‘ebr(,;:nichaeans
. (&4
al’denses, at any time, wer
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half-baked dualist cult.

. . . 289. 3]
Rohinsan_op_cit pp299 303 311 ] Tierney and Painter, (Zp']\;lot:laid’ op- cit.,
Newman, op. cit., pp. 194, 196, 197. [4] Broadbent, op. cit., pp. 29'?0-1153_-5 p. 40-41. 110]
pp. 30, 32. [6] Ibid., pp. 37-39. [7] Ibid., p. 38. [8] Ibid., p. 102. [9] Ibid., p

13
; it., p. 580. 13]
Jones, op. cit., pp. 48-49. [11] Monastier, op. cit., p. 96. [12] Newman, op. Cit., P

Jones, op. cit., p-29.

CUAPTER TEN

—

STS?
WHEN AND WHY DID THE WALDENSES CEASE TO BE BAPTI

aptists
The previous chapters have shown that the pre-Reformation Waldenses wevr ifi I:n fe 5
in all major points of doctrine, and have failed to uncover any € Baptists-
unorthodox beliefs that would disqualify them as true Chl‘iStIiJ:nS or 85” that the
However, we cannot drop the subject at this point, since it is admitted by a

e
; ies: they ar
Waldenses of today are not Baptists, and have not been for centuries;
Pedobaptists who prac

e theil|
tice infant baptism. When did the Waldenses chang
doctrine on this subject, and why?

The evidence points to the histo
ceased to be Ba

enses
ric year of 1532 as the time when the Wald
describes this ¢

lie
ptists, as a result of their fellowship with the Reformers. Wy
ontact in these rapturous words:

S a
“A manifold interest belongs to the meeting of these two churches. E“Cha;es,
miracle to the other. The preservation of the Vaudois Church for so ma.ny enth
amid the fires of persecution, made her g wonder to the Church of the sixte ater]
century. The bringing up of the latter from the dead made her a yet gr‘;heir
wonder to the Church of the first century. These two churches compare They
respective beliefs: they find that their creeds are not twain, but one. them
compare the sources of their knowledge: they find that they have both of
drawn their doctrine from t

were Bible-believing Baptists, not followers of a half-Gnostic, ha

he Word of God; they are not two Churches, tl:le;:
are one. They are the elder and younger members of the same glorious faﬂ:rue
the children of the same father. What a magnificent monument of the
antiquity and genuine catho

licity of Protestantism!” ]
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~ the Waldenses and
g’)'lie-s Words must be taken with a grain of salt \\’hll:z[:::ll on most mﬂ.tl:;
oo, TS Would have found a remarkable degree of e already seen that SOI er]
Ctrines, ¢ ere were clearly disagreements as well. We e destination and ot ]'al
the aldenseg were upset by the Reformed emphasis on pre ust have been initl
.alViniStdOCtrines =y pastby reason to believe that there M
Sagragyy - There is every

inists
d Calvinis
X herans an iddle]
: . g . : cetheLut the Mi
'"sisted entinthe area of infant baptism as well, sin

hout .
ere throug densian
UPon it, byt the Waldenses, as we have seen, wa statement of wal
OPpog; ¢clining o practice infant baptism. Jarrel cites
ttion to infant baptism as late as 1521:
3 blic
in the pu
‘hei“nta.nus is quoted as saying: ‘The Waldenses, l:-‘t in the stron
bapg, th o the French, king, in the year 1521, 2
Zing elievers and denying that of infants.

= 02

>
=
z

declaration ;::
gest terms t

“ould
[y paptism by 1532 thi}; to the
¢ t ba inction

hav: Waldenses of Italy were still opposed to m.fandanger of e,xtmcwi h the newl
ersef < themselves in a dilemma: they wedre l-Z.lous ofan a“‘fa.nce baptis £

. ~Clutjg . . and desi ts of in on 0
Q ns of't ressors, nen ni
Dhsen ()l‘merls]ell)r (t:?k:hoilll:fgﬁfmers were strong F-)rmiﬁeir infants. tee alden;‘::
“elrsecutgrs b AU : © tists who refused to bapnzeOccu dunless hatts .
N alde“seswith e Reformers 1532 couldnothaves "o s ave, g the ever
\%reed o t't ¢ Reformers t1.nm and numerous h:ime' oncerni

1 Alg Ses e nrant, bap lsp ’dobaptists at this

3, W 1d agree to become Pe

er says-_

Th
ists-
pUS™. 1 the
the Ba did
rs Of ever the]
secuto ..o as m
of . enemies and Pel'i . everity ties e )
Sue T8 Were the b‘:tert'ng and as mercnce e tism- The,‘:gkes the
i em with as unrelenti ountendl ¢ baptiSt L., in this
Wasts. €Y would not of course ®t .. o infan toftth's i e;elcu“’d
; o - r
that . "S€S until they gave up thc‘l:aotpnpo pookOFC un":n?cs and PE eir ol
Sl . reed of the Waldenses, t to infant t.)a:o the e“egt
St commendatory allusion estio their 2
eeq, r ) A ted at the suggepr" o e n first er.” I3
of aWn up and adop who T se thi"5™ ipe rop
“.] BaDtists by an “Ssembiyerrors’ thbcnptis'“ ‘\v&’nlde"ses
JUSteyg worer and grea infant the
in s ronwg‘tl‘:re?:r:)[])tive proof that !
R a
Mo any who could pretend

Sdde, says:
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Christian says:

Orchard says:

and that they left off ba
these churches of the br
consequently were com
It is plain here that th

Jarrel says:

“Prof. Whitsitt say.
Luther's influence.” A

[“In

. hat has
“Great ignorance came upon them, as is testified by th‘;] l.lte;:rt:f;ihters tha
survived, and in time they so far forgot the doctrines of t :" «alves: i the
many of the writers saw but little difference between them hen in 1532
Romanists. Some of the old spirit remained, however, so that w (he guidance
Pedobaptist creed was adopted at the Synod of Angrogne, Ulfder‘ efused t0
of the Swiss reformers, Farel and Oecolampadius, a large n'fmorlt}.'ouS beliefs!
be bound by this new creed, declaring it to be a reversal oi.'thelr przvlm <cholars
That they were correct in this interpretation is the verfilct O_f mo ?’ 4l
who have thoroughly investigated the earlier Waldensian history.

I
“On the eve of the Reformation, everything was on the decline - faith, hfe’dh%,ad
It was so of the Waldenses. Persecution had wasted their n“mbc,r.s an lories
broken their spiritand the few scattered leaders were dazed by the. rising %ment-
of the Reformation. The larger portion had gone with the Anabaptist mov

ened
Sick and tired of heart in 1530, the remnant of the Waldenses OP
negotiations with the Reformers,

then the Waldenses have been Pedobaptists.” [5]

“It is certain that the ancient Wal

al
ptizing adults on their profession of faith. Whefhe;n
ethren ultimately fell into the Lutheran comm““'ty;ded,
prehended by imperial law, cannot be positively dec
€ patience of the saints was worn out” [6]

s that no doubt the w

Moser states that the Waldenses began to accept alien immersion at this time:

in
‘In Luther's war against the church, he sought the support of the Waldenses

< ince
but a union was not effected until 1532. S

. ation,
densian church subsisted at the Reform

: . s nder]
aldenses altered their opinions U
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S
: . W nses who
ten pe Struck a responsive chord with the W flldcc interest.
ey rSecuted for lo these many centuries, and they showed M"-““‘ s g
be rer. €F demanded o change in their practice of rcbﬂPf';qpﬁsts i
Nseg ?}:"red to be rebaptized. ... There were a few of fhc An‘t u‘ﬂ you see|
dome BaDtist:tt nentover to Luther and abandoned l“-‘b“pnsn“]u:cu;r.d those
(\ - : . ay will only .
Q:fectors and om(_lay, and the histories written of today ?“" Od join in with the
ume"ical attiv!:y 2¢ Majority who refused to compromise an
ity.” [8)
SUghit g . . after 1532,
: sa
he 1s \‘lkely that Mmany Waldenses retained their Baptist conviction
give Strengy,

- >2nSes
W} £ 1 Of \Vglc'ltn
¢ 10 the Anabaptist movement, the n.m-m b?idf'?cmion W“h'the
the y TETS fy v fegarded ag Baptists after that year. Their iden
“16th o o™ that iy

Idenses: """

s of the Walden he|
e on is well-known. Latourette says of t mily of t

g fa
nto the
ed ¢ ¢ Majority of the remnants were drawn i
Urches_n Lﬂl

0
Svere fthe Waldense
ersecmion unl
t

t
. ts in 1560 WaS ’
s of Calabria with the Calvinis®® ' % 1, the po
eashed upon the Wa|den.seséml;bria:
; €Y Were completely exterminated in Ca
“ing,
5 _ d
el atyear 1560, the Waldenses in Calabria for:;: s
Shepg  2Neva, The consequence of this was, ¢ settle Wi atore¥’ Liic
alabri ant from the ncighborhOOd Of Gencva to co ibu e into
& . & nce
Csg; & iseems Probable that this clrcumS:‘t the
¢ n alabria, or at least had b,rou%-ead an ald
¢y had hitherto been; and it SP

Ivin's

g withCaY L

- tion W ub
ajunc

or in
stors es!
te everal P22 purch
a 5

or€ 1
Wik awn MO - 163 . in
sh“e’ the Waldenses of Savoy wer:;::e of 163¢ et b
P as a regyy of the disastrous P 1)it %
er\slan Cler . p 63
b gy:
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e inters
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o, ¢ force, Of the three surv?

W

two n°

g+ OF the Vaudois pastors on:i"c valley
N Ge“CVa and other places 2
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1959,
. Zondchim- .
- , Grand Rapids, in Waller,
m— Re"OlutionaryA ge, Volume 2: The 19th Ccnt‘l"’_\' m E.zerP; ?;0-13 1; u;’J.QuZ;'ec‘i;;islia”iD"
: oy ilation of their ritua o2 LL0 Jones, op. it p. 206, L o Hitory of the Expansion 1800~ A.D.
- - Another change Introduced at this time was the assi P.cit., Pp. 16-17. L13] Kenneth Scott Latourette. 4 }_115 + tes of America, 4.
that of Geneva.” [11] I],gh""e 4: The Greay Century in Europe and the United Sta
™, Grand Rapigs, Zondervan, 1970, pp. 279-280.
Concerning the plague, Mosheim says:
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asoeun? as the Y€ ELEVEN ATION;
“They retained not a few of thejr ancient rules of dlsclP"“e’_soPl?etsmont) were TO THE REFORM
1630. But in this year, the greatest part of the Waldenses (i'l“y :)btai“ed fro:' ERNCLUS]ON: BAPTISTS EXISTED PRIOR l
SWept off by pestilence; and their new teachers, whom the ttern of the D AR OT PROTESTANTS e medieva
France, (Geneva), regulated al their affairs according to the pa s etorical sources thatl-;;l':'actices that
French Reformed (Presbyterian) Church.” [12] | ]\;lhelre IS clear evidence from a variety of hl];tglsome doctrines (())aths’ pacifism,
ians, NO q enseg W . o that they he al to swear 0¢ \\'Ould be
; s Presbyterani> Wo were Baptists. It is true i ing refus ' But it it
TBhu?, :he W(;aldenses. o rtnocIlJertn um;s should 3et;2gi’;iigeises have identifie wol;: Crejecteq by many Baptists todayl, lgcv-l[‘j(:ivirsal Churc t o New Testar‘::re
aptists, and according to Latoyre e some o . . : Prea ok _calle . s from trines W
themselves with the Presbyterians after emigrating to the United States Misty € to uih:;i;rir}:dt}?el{:’illgei::s for such dev}:a-"o;urc s di(:icas Baptists:
s - a r r
. [talial Pattery, . 0 i :al respects thel be regd
pure and there, beginning about 1892, Waldenses, of the e in sever? Pl g o in all major and essential Fesp ling them © be
Protestantism, began coming in smaly bands. Groups of them Settf:-,natcd itse Jarre] Says-n asolid New Testamen o catid notast
states and in at least ope instance formed a congregation which a b ' ch Pcrpetmtyt in the e re i
with the Presbyterians.» (3] Ad"lit . < the line of Chur does ey W€
|denses: he]d ; t:ng that many of those in t
The roots of the distinctively Presbyterian doctrinal practices among th%?}:z::entuf)' ’
especially infant baptism, cannot be traced further back than the early 1
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extinction, felt that they had no chojce but to grasp the lifeline of felloWSus as no ay Vise, iSoIated, occasional and brlr prove b r tn- :
assistance offered to them by the newly arisen Reformers. It should come to rmers at legg : Alter the nature of a Churc.h y incidenta! i tio o th
surprise that the Waldenses accepted the Pedobaptist teaching of the Refo sts fo1] h ¢ Ve, for a moment, consider e success .. pad "e“./j not exis!
this time, since many of them had carrieq their infants to the Catholic prie eath- . S as entitled to any bearing °" .ts, thi aptis d;lvrote-"mnt
baptism, doing so grudgingly in order to avoid possible persecution an e had If . were B3P “15 (;ﬂ‘m thatre me™ one else: :n l‘
Fortunately, by this time many Waldenses residing in other regions of Eurol}(’now in s true that the Waldenses d who bold yBﬂPti.Sts 1aike everyorathe.r th |
Passed on the torch of Baptist convictions to their successors, who became atterdenominational ecumenical cro% and that theefo"‘“atm,l]’fo'estantsparty
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e ]
“W. Morgan Patterson, professor of church history, Southern Baptslsat
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky, . . . has this to say, . . - ‘As ﬁ"-‘ y in
historical written record is concerned, Baptists arose from the Separatists o
England. . . . Most scholars have concluded that Baptists have not bf]er
Donatists, Paulicians, Waldenses, Albigenses, Anabaptists,or a half dozen ! s
groups often included in their genealogy. . . . It is only after 1610 that on¢ fin s
an unbroken succession of what came to be known as Baptist Chl"‘ChChe.
Furthermore, only from about 1641 have Baptist doctrine and practice beeh :laf
same in all essential features that they are today. It was in the latter yeal,“t 2

immersion as a scriptural mode of baptism was recognized among them- 2=
The absurd charge that the English Baptists did not practice immersion before 164:]
h?.S befen thoroughly refuted by Armitage, Goadby, Ray and other careful Churct
historians. But even if that falsehood was admitted as truth, it would not proye thf}
there were no other Bible-believing immersionists elsewhere before 1641. Many>'
not most, of the 16th-Century Anabaptists practiced immersion; their Ref'orme
enem‘les ex'ecuted many of them by drowning, as a cruel parody on their Seriptuf
practice of immersion of believers, Modern historians would have us believe that the
Anz'ibaptxst§, many of whom were trye Baptists, suddenly arose out of nowhere '
various regions of Europe in the 1520's, and that there were no believers of that kin
anywhere on earth before that decade. The Lutheran historian Mosheim did not te2¢
any such nonsense:

"(The Anabaptists) not only considered themselves descendants of 1
Waldenses, who were so grievously oppressed and persecuted by the deSPO_nc
heads of the Romish church, but pretend, moreover, to be the purest offspring
of the respectable sufferers, being equally opposed t:) all principles of rebellio?
on the one hand, and all suggestions of fanaticism on the other.

3 ”
I}t, ma{] be observed, c.ontmues Mosheim, that they are not entirely in an errof|
w e.n they boast of their descent from the Waldenses, Petrobrussians, and other|
ancient sects, who are usually considered as witnesses of the truth in times ©
lg:::)l'lecral da:k:?ss alnd superstition. Before the rise of Luther and Calvin, ther®
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