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WHAT IS CONSCIENCE?

N ?
*“We #rust we have a good conscience.’ —‘Paul.
*“Baptism — the answer of a good conscience to-
ward God.”’— Peter.

Have I A Ricut TO WorsHIP GOD ACCORD-

ING 10 THE DicraTes oF MY OowN CON-
SCIENCE ?

WO PROPOSITIONS can be af-
firmed without discussion:
I. That I have no right to wor-
ship God according to the dictates
Of another's conscience.

IT. That I have no right to worship Go.d con-
rary to the dictates of my own conscience.
I think it can be made apparent, that it depends
UPOn circumstances whether I have a right to

Worship God according to the approvings of my
COnscience,

This question is one of vast practical import,
and shoylq pe clearly understood by ezve)ry one,
3




4 WHAT IS CONSCIENCE ?

and by none more than the professed Chrlstlar?.
The Scriptures can not be understood, nor thli
question answered, without we obtain a correc
answer to the underlying question —

WaaT 15 CoNscIENCE?

This inquiry is scarcely second to any other

the whole domain of Ethjcs and Theolog

gy,
Since a false theory of conscience will inevitably

in

greed upon a
Three principal the-
¢ world for the past

definition of conscience,

ories have been before th
Century,

Taking

ching the moral quality
of any act.

This 1 denominate the French theory, since
1t was go generally

‘ accepted by that nation
Prior to the Revolut

on.  Tet yg decide gg to
the Correctness of this def

. nition by the results
to which it led.

€ apostles of this theory
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taught that CVery proposition, whether apper-

taining to religion, morals or politics, should be
indorsed by human reason. Conseq.ucntly,
tvery system and policy, every 1:c1auon of
life and distinction in human society, every
theory of government, and even the teachings
of the Bible ang the acts of the Allwise Gog
Were arrested ang hailed, before the tribunal
of human Reason, anq acquitted or cop.
demned, according to its, in their estimation,
infalliple “decisions! And what were the very
Natural regyltg? With respect to government,
they claimed that Reason taught them that
all 110 should pe Sree.

In a monarchy, they
declared the king alone yag free, and the

Reason taught

ual; and
the abrogation of g

hem
conscience
1 ranks and an
of the kingdom

» and, with
ism, reduced tq
“Liberty,
Was the mottg in-

of universa] agrarian

4 common b;-ot/:er/wod,
and Fra.ternity,”
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WHAT IS CONSCIENCE ?
scribed upon the banners of the Red Repub-
licans of France; anq 5o soon as they obtained
the balance of Power, the bitter and bloody
fruits of th

1 € theory appeareqd, Following the
dictates of their consciences
king ang sub

» human o divin

law” of France, and France became a hell.
zot only all Jays affording any salutary restraint
o E“mle or protectlop to virtue fell before this
: e‘b:i ‘;1; :}:V, bflt the Bible itself wag condemned,
i whif tail of ap g and driven from the
% d(,less 1: & nude Prostitute, representing the
Hen threason, Was carried in triumphal pro-
the high ough the CIty, and enthroneq upon
S € cathedra] of

C

s Notre Dame.
( umy 5 &
der ang Tuin followe Phed, ang universal mur

d, : :
40 lust helq pig), camiva:;fi tnbridled passion

|
l
|
|
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I need not examine this theory of conscience
further. A theory, that, when left free to d‘e-
velop itself, mounts above the Bible, Chris-
tianity, and even the throne of God, we must
reject, as an emanation from the pit and the
80spel of perdition.

2. There is another theory of conscience that
has been taught us for the last fifty years in all
our dictionaries and in all our schools, from the
lowest to the highest, and from nearly all the
Pulpits of our country, viz: Zhat conscience is
an independent Jaculty, like the eye or the ear, and
8iven to ys ¢, discover the moral quality of all our
actions, and its decisions infallible, and the highest
Source of appeal !

offer in proof the following authorities :

Webster’s Dictionary :

“Conscience — Internal or self-knowledge or Judgment
o 7ight or wrong; or, the facully, power or Principle
Wilhin us whic) decides on the lawfulness or unlazful-
eSS of our own aclions or affections, and instantly ap-
Proves oy condemns them. Conscience is called by some
Writers the moral sense, and considered as an original

faculty of our nature.

““Conscience is first occupied in ascertaining our

duty, before we proceed to action, then in judging of

OUr actions when performed.— /. M. Mason.”
Worcester’s Dictionary :

* CoNscrence — The faculty of judging one’s own
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8 WHAT 18 CONSCIENCE ?

conduct with reference to some standard of right
and wrong; THg MORAL SENSE; THE MORAL
FACULTY.”

““Whatever creed be taught or land be trod,
Man’s conscience is the oracle of God.”

— Byron.
Dr. Wayland :

“By conscience, or the moral sense, is meant
that faculty by which we discern the moral quality
of actions, and by which we are capable of cer-
tain affections in Tespect to this quality. . . . This
notion is, in its nature, simple and ultimate and

“It is not
but also an impulsive
St authoritative impulse
S susceptible. . . . Now,

merely 3 discrim
faculty, , 3

of which we

inating,
« It is the mo

it must be the most
; We believe that he has de-
ceived us ich is the same thing, that he has
give credit to g lie.”—Moral

Dr. John Dick :

“Ttis that fac
In actions,

4 ¢ of peace or dis-

—Lectures o, T/:cology.

WHAT IS CONSCIENCE ? 9

I could multiply authorities, but these must
suffice. _

This T call the American theory of- consci-
ence. It teaches us that conscience is a dis-
tinct and independent moral faculty, and is to
each of us a clearer light to guide than' the- llgl}t
of nature, or the voice of God, speaking in his
Word!—that no impulse of conscience can pos-
sibly be wrong, unless God deceive,s us! Here
falls the supreme authority of ‘Gods R.evealed
Word, since each man, according to this, l‘ms a
God or a Pope in his own bosom,—an infal-
lible conscience, that tells him what actions are
right in the sight of God, and what. are wrong;
and more, even impels him to the right. Here
also falls the cardinal doctrine of universal and
total depravity, which teaches that eacl} man’s
moral sense as well as tastes and affections are
wholly estranged from God : ““Having his under-

Standing darkened, being alienated from the life
of God #rou

gh the ignorance that is in them, be-
cause of the blindness of their heart.” (Eph. iv. 18.)

D Place of this utter darkness of judgment and

indness of heart, we have conscience, like a
Sun, reflecting the noon-day light upon the char-
acter of every act; and its God-ike voice
teaching ys with infallible certainty not only the
right Way but impelling us to walk in it. This
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is more than thoge teachers claim for the Word
of God. That I do not misstate this theory
that conscience is a distinct faculty or moral
sense —whose province is to decide upon the
moral quality of oyur actions, as the eye or the
€ar performs its distinct function, and that the
decisions of conscience can not be either im-
Proved or changed by any amount or character
of information, any more than can the eye or
the ear or senge of taste; since, notwithstand-

ing all the disquisitions of earth, to the eye
black ig still b

lack, and to the sense of taste or
smell, a spoileq €gg is still as offensive — let us
¢Xamine Dr, Wayland a ittle further, since his
““Moral Scie

nce” has been almost exclusively

the text-book of all our schools for the past
haif Century, He says :

» as Christ does, to
! to learn whether God ap-
Sapproves? no, but

Put the question to

WHAT IS CONSCIENCE ? II

your own conscience,
our own brca.sts;
always be,

the infallible divinity within

hear him], let the first question
is this action right ?”

You are to put this question to your con.
science, mark you, not to your Bible or God’s
Wi
“For [says our ay
this faculty [of consci
are false to yourself, a

thor] this purpose God

gave you
ence].

If you do not use it, you
nd inexcusable before God. . ., .
fan is under obligation to obey the will of God in
What manner Soever signified. That it is signified in
S manner [Z e., that the teachings of conscience ig
¢ voice of God to the soul], I think can not be

2 question, ang for this knowledge he is justly held
Tesponsible,??

We have, therefore, this advice given:

“Cultivate, on a1 occasions, in private or jn pub-
lic, in small or in great, in action or in thought, the
habit [does he say of trying the act or thought by
Goas Word ?

not a syllable of it ; but he says] of
°b°}’ing the monitions of conscience, q// other t/zz'ng.r
the contrary

notwithsta nding.”
And he quot

es from a poet corry
Same fy]ga teacl

pted by the

hings :
“Its slightest touches —
ebar aside pretense
And resolutely keep its

instant Pause,
S5

laws,

ncaring consequences,?
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I do

con-
not misrepresent the theory of
science

. T

SO universally received in this CO:I}Z\z
and in England when I sum it. up in t}.‘es‘t Py
Sentences: The conscience is a dlstllfll:-e i
ulty, like the eye, and, therefore, li oy
Senses, can not be instructed by law, h-u?;llibl y
divine; that its dictates are alw:fys n e
right; that it is the ultimate and highest

e be
of appeal; anq that its monitions should
obeyed at

. »” even
all costs, <¢all other things, 'e“ .
God’s Bible, ¢ tq the contrary notwithstanding,
and ““uueqy;,

eem
g consequences.” 1t would s
that Propositions so fr

strike the mj

and especially

to

, but, St

sal approbation ;

b : 1astic
and it fings 1ts most constant and enthusia

p . 2 is_
Supporters in the Protestant and Catholic min
ters of thjg Country,

I have most bitterly
OPPOsed and expogeq this theory for more tha{l_
2 quarter of , century, as 5 student,* an ed:
tor ang minister, as th
e T

age of seventeen, Pr?-
ience from VV‘*)’lan(.1 :
ce, ang having reaq the chapter EOLIGS

I startleq my elder brother from his
y in another Part of the room, by an emphatic —
‘That g false 1 » Wwith 2 violent hand-stroke upon the

WHAT is CONSCIENCE ? 13

of the pit, fraught with every form of ey to

Society ang governments, and ,q certainly de.-
Sttuctive of the soul as of the Very principles
But little diq 1 think 1 should
Which it yaq
arged, in ope
I nation,

g the Ditter fryjgs this most .
Teasonable and

ory has borpe in
its fallaciousness.

all mep,
Esquimay black s
tab], i
& ST his Was forty.fiyve years agq
we.ory ad  eyeyr

Titer, aven haq

’

een puhlished, nown ¢4 the
ince explodeq ¢,

before Contrary
k
S

Trw Kt .

™

AP
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p NSCIENCE ? : A } : )

e s ooy i ‘\'vei::ty. The Chnsjtmn’s conscience stings him
black and white is white, sweet is swd e Temorse for doing what the Pagan approves,
bitter is bitter, as well as to the most € uondi- < PrOtestant’s Conscience for doing what the

? . . 4
Caucasian.  The senses in thexr. normar}‘g sup- s;thohc’s COnsmen.ce approves, and the con-
tion are infallible in their decisions. - the : €nce of the Baptist for doing what both Pro.
POse instruction or increased knowledge Orre ot :Stants and Catholjcg APProve as religious anq
Word of the living God, to avail to “‘Zga 5 ight. oW do
the errors of the sense of conscience in T €y have 4
to moral acts, w

s to
ould be as preposterous &
Suppose the 1

€ account for
or S COnSCien e

: stone

egal opinions of Blacksto

Coke, Moses

this ?

nse, or Faculty
St €& 1f it be 4 Sense ; byt their views
i : .
AN 3 ngl.l an Wrong, owing to the difference
or Christ, would avai celore o " Queny Cation, are Widely different, apq conse-
the judgment of the eye in regard to Men M y11 S0 NOthe o ¢ Distinct Sense” o
: TS. a :

the senge of smell in regard to (;?nog he de - d’j"“_’”}’ R The demonstratioy, 1s clear

must, then, nfallibly agree gLpeco a2 multi- Sense . cHon cqp not affect 1, decisipns , a

Cisions of the conscience, not only in moral ‘ X

i ses where L S But edyy s s

tud.e of cases, buf m all ¢ca in the de } 5t “ation. des affect the decisions of a

actions are the object, as they agree k, whité i

% : is black, “Conge; .

(':181011.5 of a:ll the. senses. B]ack. LtoRel | T Clen?e IS not 4 distinet sense,

1S white, bitter g bitter, sweet is sweet, nthe | 1 theory 1s Nonstratiyen, Sfal

men of a]) nations ; byt do all men, or eve dto | : € saj hat the PaJ ?m ; &

members of the same family, agree in regar = ltons e is defileq e Catholicrg |
3 2 . -

the morg) Quality —the right and wrong d- | dis but ¢ Rt Admissiqy, Gbsine St Lo i

of religioug Cts?*  There is the utmost 5 s“-:ﬁc“l Y> surrey I'Stl, e poeting the .
Cleney, « i e Statemen t he By

= T th | Ce jg a : at the con

_ *Isay religious, becayse every conceivable rellf'- ‘ 8an , di N ,fa‘ Y Sense, The Pa- ‘

1ous act g amoral act, apq therefore must be a‘ﬁcty .‘ tla.n’s r Atholic ay say that th Ct

sonal amz'voluntary °ne. If baptism is al‘eﬁgious.adi- { Who 34 S0t COnscien A

i“ must be the Personal apg Voluntary act of the in e- | hEZl s 1 cid bet B

Vidual, € baptism of a0 unconscious infant, ther *d

fore, is 10t a religigyg act,
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;;r smell was defiled? No one; since nothing
dv:t PhYSfcal injury can affect the operation of
P:gai}’lsy s:gcal senses.  Who ever heard of 2
g thos:zse; dlSCCl’I‘lm‘g things so differently
R 0/ a. Christian? No difference of
the Senses 5 la.mder can alter the decisions &
Jects. ThemjLBUﬁr:eme to their appropriate 00"
him ) color:g;?s sense of sight reveals t0
just as the (’:hr}s _Sel,lse of taste all flavors,
reason wh et s does to him. The
Obvious toythm;n religiously differ must b€
Conscience ise uues,t apprehension,— becaus€
the Creature qfn;t’ l.ﬂ.{e the eye, a sense, but
men alsg : ma.tw”' The experience of all
refutes thig theory. The children of
» can bgm;gg separated by only a yard-
Wholly unfiye anda € 10 possess consciences
religioyg e f;ntradlctory touching every
one pronoyn ; hat. the consciences of the
©¢ 1o be right, the consciences of
C€ Wrong. The children of
teachers, anq thozught by Jewish or Catholic
Ones, ow, intcr:] of the other by Christian
Verdicts of L lange the teachers, and the
Will so0n be the nSclences of those childre?
Were before, Very opposite of what they

theory, This fact also disproves the

the otherg Pronoy
One famlly are t

WHAT 1S CONSCIENCE ? 17

This theory is opposed to the teachings of
God’s Word. That teaches us that a man may
have a good conscience, or an evil or defiled
one. ¢ Pyre,” ¢ evil” or ¢ defiled” are terms
that can not be predicated of the Senses. Paul
declared that he had “lived in all good con-
science before God;” and yet that very course
of action he pursued so conscientiously— even
the delivering men and women to death for no
other reason save they believed on Jesus of
Nazareth—he afterwards condemned as most
sinful; and for which, though he believed God
bad forgiven him, he never forgave himself, and
accounted himself the least of all saints and not
deserving to be called an apostle of the Lord.
He charged others with having a defiled con-
science ; he taught that an evil and defiled con-
science could be changed into & good one, SO
that its decisions would be the very opposite of
What they were before the change; but the de-

isi ; and
cisions of a Sense can not be changed; anc,
ence is not

therefore, if the Bible is true, cOnscl
a Sense,

I now invite you to noti
theory of conscience.

We have seen that the fo t
theory made Red Republicans 10
Plunged the mightiest nation of Eu

ce the fruits of this

rmer erroneous
Trance, and
rope into 11-
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fidelity anq at
blood,

Publican

1
heism, and baptized it in fratelzz
This American theory made Black for
S of a portion of this nation', whoz)ry;
the last forty years wrought out this thewer,
and, at Iagt gaining the balance of po o
Plunged thig nation into civil war. The sa Gh
cause that prodyceq the reign of terrof.ca

rance produced the reign of terror in America,
Viz: A false theory of conscience acted out

m
€ Past generatiop had been taught fro
childhood~in the fy

X on
mily, in the comm
schools, in

L
» In the Sabbath-schools, from the Pu
pit, in the A

3 iver-

cademies, the Colleges, Uni all
sities, Lecture-rooms, and Lyceums, from
Sources of ;

truction~—that the voice or 1;11g
I cience wag the Diyinity, speaki
n Unmistakq )

; ¢ language to their souls, and thle:
Mpulse of €ODscience, UNquestionably the impt!

Sation of thq Great anq Mighty God ; and this
Voice ang Impylse Were to them Higher law,
that myst e Obeyed at 41 Costs, and ‘¢ uncar-
2 €Onsequenceg, €y were educated, re-
1‘gl°l1§1y 34 politicayly ¢, believe that one

¢ €qual of another, and entitled to
ame righ¢g and r

: . elations, socia] and Pohtf:
> 11 Society 5 q 8OVernmeng, Irrespective O
> color ¢ qualificaty L
P O0.  They consci
tousy, beheved this, L

They had ne other argu-

|

|
1
}
|
|
|
|
i
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

19
WHAT IS CONSCIENCE?

God
: e SO, that
ment but that they f"” - t:nc]; it n;ust be so.
said so to their consciences, ‘ery thing, human
They had been taught th_at ev‘;')’ is, must be,
or divine, that contradicts ; ISthe’dicmtes of
erroneous and false. Following mpled under
p I
their own consciences, thel};azz disregarded
O land.
f the most solemn - ton of the
IZ\C\)rt an]fl overrode the C-Onsuwtzr;d every cord
The’y without compunction, Sthher this once
and I’i ament that bound toge Following the
Peacefﬁl and happy republ-lc. es. in utter dis-
dictates of their own ConsClencled’ to adopt the
. were s t
the Bible, th‘?y_ . ¢ Liberty,
Sk Oito of the atheistic French ords, ‘“the
;z:lmelr_no Fraternity.” In other ‘t;erhoo 4 /o8
thlllla:ltl};od of God, and the ;)rOAn ocean of
a ?’ And what has resu]tf"(,i a flood, across
:’:latr;.rnal blood has rolled, 1éil\eu(in and distress
jon and r ¢ nd
i inent; desolation erous,
this contll;ex:: :v,ls once lovely, PT?ZPﬂleoretlcal
Mmark all tl(;1 aliMthisnto fOrce. n 10 be inferion,
happl)f; an N, 0m’an;d A
equality a ra s
m(lnlall;: socially, and p 011[;[é0d in my hands,
doubt this with the Word  this decree, dé-dip
2 on t 1g B
s resting up the Mos
a?id mi‘, t;};eeternal PUIROSS ‘():imaan; a servant
?. And he said, Cursed be C brethren. And
fAnd f s]clall, he be unto his
of servants
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he said
Cﬁnaan, ilzﬁsid b_e the Lord God of Shem, and
Japheth, anqd 1e his servant.  God shall enlarg®
Shem, a’nd C he shall dwell in the land ©
9% 25-27.) agaari shall be his servant.” (G€™
the decree of (;ocdlal equality was prohibited by
Political or nat‘o » as clearly as intellectual an
tween the thy lonal inequality established D€
ee races. Who will say that i

€qualit
Y can exj
X1st be
and w between master and servant

ho thal /
; t b
God, by sovereielleves the Bible will deny th**
tion?  Haq GOE“ decree, established this rela-
anh constitutio constituted the three sons ©
Umanly Speakinnan-y and intellectually equal’
sible for the d g, 1t would have been impos”
for ages the ::(:endams of one to have bee?
;).ther brethren rv;nts of the posterity of th®
lter'auy fulﬁlle-d Put this prophecy has been
Tavings of Higt, I all ages, and despite th®
j{ Canaan ‘IZYIe:«law theories. 7% descendants
b:easc;,,“ of his seur;g b:; an inferior race : though
slave. 75 - ttude may e p
somcbal{y, 11(71 Us essential se)z;';c Chanby el oy
when, fo 1l the dazyning of somewhere, and 10
b
S : the first time 8 of the Second Adven’s
has imposeill: and every’ ; V]t:ry curse of sin Wil
e o Soaliim
And Wasbf broken, e and distinction 1*

e un % he sam ‘
questioneq riZhStovere‘g“ God, who has
to

execute his will

_
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among the inhabitants of earth as in the armies
of heaven, who decreed to enlarge Japheth, that
he should dwell in the tents of his brother
Sbem, and be served by Canaan,— should, by
virtue of his intellectual and constitutional supe-
riority, enter and possess, at his pleasure the
countries inhabited by Shem. And this, too, has
been fulfilled to the very letter __the Caucasian,
or Japhetic race to-day dominate the world.
And it should be observed that God prohibited,
by express enactment, the commingling of the
races by intermarriages; else how could this and
multitudes of other prophecies concerning the
Laces be fulfilled? It is as sinful for the Jews
to intermarry with the descendants of Japheth
and Canaan to-day as it was in the days of
Moses. And He has planted in the sons of
Japheth a constitutional abhorrence of the color
and odor with which he has forever marked the
descendants of Canaan.

) I have said this much to vi
ings of God’s Word, and God’
abideth forever, and to check the spirit 0

ndicate the teach-
s truth, that
f infi-

delity which the results of the late conflict have

greatly stimulated, and this pestile
doctrine is disseminating
Nor would I be understoo
convictions as a politician; for

nt higher-law
all over the land.
d to utter these my
I am no poli-
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tician,

and ip
stand
izens

I utter them as a Christian ministels
~the Spirit of a Christian. From 7%
-Point, T more 2ty than blame the war cit-
hris’ti;v: Obha(}j‘ adopted these views, and oW
Poor mista;ethren of .the North, as I do the
heathep whoglt, deceived, yet conscie'ntlousf
ands haye f)o“-"s down to an idol his OW"
throws himsel?shloned, or tears his flesh,
god to pe .beneath the car-wheels of M®

e, They both have been 5°

taught ¢ :
rom SR i Yoy
clieve ¢q. Infancy; it is their religion t©
The Bipje ,it ad T would undeceive the™
man ’ A not be denied by any candl
tion oF Tl Sanctions and regulates the 1€”
riage Or}’are;ztﬂ; and slave as it does the mMar”
car ity Telation.  Bug they would 1
Vince thep, thast Subject; and if you could co%
¢ . isalt Sanctions a relation their cO%”
<
he written é).p rove, they will tell you, that
Ible B =5t once heard MY
trflz;)y be mistransiated, or WE
o g Ut the voice of God speak”
l::r anslateq, ::her be misinterpreted 10
any Y m e
Tegy) Y 1“_10 of it doe an, therefore, tells ™
AN it Tl tel? }T‘Ountenance slavery DY
i M I know that he mi¥
¢s his Bible; becaus®
€M 1n my soul tells M€

, as clearly

mlsinterpr
AS Writy

|
|
i
|
|
|
|
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In unmistakable language, that the relation of
master and slave is sinful per se, and an utter
abomination in the sight of God.” The ma-
jority of the population North believed this,
and the dictates of their consciences taught
them that it was their duty to stamp out the in-
stitution, at the cost of millions of treasure and
of innocent human beings —

. N
‘“Uncaring consequences.

It is thus #hey exalt conscience above the
Bible, God's own and only revelation 1o Mar:
I can pity, and pray for, and forgive them, as
I can the mistaught and deceived. Their false
theor)’ of conscience must be e.\'ploded, and a
generation be educated by teachers and text-
books inculcating a correct Bible theory of con-
science, before the nation will ever find repOS:
on this subject. Marvel not, you, my hearers,

—_—

s RS
o d before the MississipP
This was first preache il

Baptist State Convention during the W 3 st of

quest, several times since, always ingithe I oS der-

national brotherhood. That I may s mfu]l:]will

stood, if any should wish to nxi'~=:l'epr,csen-t A c’:onvic-

record what have ever been my conscientious

tions on the subject of servitul.ie
I. God did establish the 1ns

titution of domestic




24 WHAT IS CONSCIENCE ?
: ‘ n
E’ho Judge with the Jeast charity, had you be¢

s 11~
Orn there, and educated under the above le
tences and teachings, would doubtless haV

believeq 54 they believed, and have acted 0%
Your convictiong ag they have.

2 f
hi U T turn from the sag political results ©
this fz}lse theory of conscience—the ¢‘groull s
ar1ld Pillar > of Higher-lawism—which drove th
Plow-share of desolation over the fairest 120
\
servj :
reg‘:;;dc-am?ng his ancient people, and gave laws 9
sessione ;t;dxt Was not service for wages, but 2 Poss
n 9 2
wcalthi Servants were reckoned an element
2. Slaver
g0ospel Wwas
Organized
to the gy,
ade or r

Rl ted among the nations to whom th¢
Preacheq

and slaye. end among whom churches wer¢
;r1e 1s 3ves and theiy masters often belong¢
el;u; :l“rc;l. Yet Christ nor his Apostles for-
edithalin i j :

for jtg fegulatioy, € Institution o sin, but gave law

at it wag is q aul diq not intimate to Philemo®
Mindeq him ¢} uty to Cmancipate Onesimus, but 1€
Master {4 : at he Was now , brother as well 25
N0 more 5 sin 'p he relation of master and servant i5
like that ¢ lia,blér'”' lth:m the Mmarriage relation, but
3 0 a 1 M . .
0";“;“ din bo ;::;:1'1:?(] this is what is strictly

. € Never ants,

Pose of doubteq that it was the pur-
to the,

S se Nationg h\els: 1 Eo work for ),
e .

T p“"ishmen{)pf:-n;e“]l nte

vil 4

e greatest goo¢
riority and servi-
OIng; and the history

2
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of earth. I have referred to it, the more szrelg;;
to arrest and fix your attention, and 1mpr esb'zct
with the momentous importance gf my Silllghje t(;
and help to instruct you, and, if p;):s i
drive one or two great truths touc mdg v
science down through your reasons ax;m ;ries,
ments deep into your hearts and m

to remain there forever. s W
It is a sad, fearful fact, infinitely mo

—— e

st clearly to

of those nations, past and prcsel?t, Se?“:lssn;]:athcn were
Prove it,— the idolatrous and llcent:‘)vs 3 loblainsd
brought into the families of the J o Hi e
thereby a knowledge of the true it ct was greatly im-
ship. Their condition in every respe nslaved, was the
Proved. Africa, before her sons “-Crt‘:s millions of her
rra incognita; but through t}}ls mca]d hey, arc oW
children have been Christianlze'd; zltlhc Gospel of Sal-
§ing from thiir segyItage WI; ; Christian nations
vation to their fatherland ; and t:;d civilization if:to
are introducing the arts < peacg hiopia is stretching
her most central regions, and Et
forth her hands unto the Lord- !

May I never be tempted to sﬂydomned
a sin of blackest dye when he i
ants of Canaan to perpetual :z:kc huma t to
God of all the' earth 1123" ::mous- I nc,\'cl;lez?céod'
right! 1t is simply blasp ad of the WOrSio, s
adopt Higher-lawism instes oA Jacob, Job,
and pronounce Abraham, I1s32%

itted

t God comml
o the descend-
Say that the
n servitude
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nble' in its consequences than those W€ have
considered, that, while these teachers and Pro”
?ril(vlgandfsts have, by the pulpit and the.pfesf’
OCtrinated the masses of the North with t}.us
I:glsltélcclzntth theory of conscience, they have 1:r
southe 3 Same.vlews into the masses of 0 f
"1 Populations. While they have made ¢

ligiou s,
n%umtsu (zllnd Dolitical Black Republicans of the

' ¢ North, they have made religio
\

all the g !
5 PntnarchS, and thousands of the first Chris”

tlans, to
whom t [
the darkeg; 1, he Apostles preached, as sinners ©

4. 1 think‘i;szc:u%e they were slave-holders. h
Wwould proye a furthy 1S past when domestic servxtul x
SONS of Africa, G er blessing to the South or to
Purpose with it ood h.as doubtless served his dou-b:—_
Nortn wrl Fhls. continent, Nor can I thi?
a.nd SWord, ang as Justified in abolishing it by ﬁfe
lion of iy, by shedding the 1350 o half mil-
Godrg ord an(lmen and women, and in defiance ©
Ve abugeq th Ehe .Cons"it“tiOn. The South maY
did q4 s € Institution thousands of mastes®
abuseq, "u"ul d:ﬂ:‘s of thousands of ALEaahve
the oor:buse' the institution of mar”
but t)a Our borderg as amay. have sent the sWor
that X a ‘:]SQ of dOmcstli):IZShrPcnt’ not for the sify
judge wh:n Yand Cruelly usird‘m“de; but, the halfl
s0lateq by i SHOWS o that sword, God Wi

Y it, CY to the land that W8S

Nnocent

|
|
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Black Republicans of the majority of our peo-
ple here. I doubt not that the majority of th?
population, even the professed Christians, ©

this city and State hold the theory of ConsCl?r;cte
I oppose, and will regard me in the same 1.’% 1':_
for opposing it, that the advocates of ]ﬁ;qz;u
lawism every-where will. There are DN, 7

before me who believe that ¢ ezery 7ar e ;"'
7ight to worship God according 10 1he dictates of ”;
own conscience.” You have, all your % ll)mca);

politicians expatiate upon th].s gIch ]Zve’
secured to us by the Constitution; you 0 : i’t
all your lives, heard ministers irom) the-put?le
thank God for this inalienable and me}?tm;:nti-
right and privilege; you have e ; eﬁrmly
ment every-where: and you bel'leve z;sew that
as you believe in the GOSI.) ot rding to
man has the right to worship 'God accod it o
the dictates of his own cONSCIEnce ax(l)nscience
is his duty to do so. This exalts the cGod and
above the Bible, and man abOVZ r inéo the

tramples Christianity and 1ts Fqun e]qw »” doc-

dust. This is the identical ¢ higher=aWi s o

trine of social and political agrm:mmri‘:]r;ise? It

is the natural conclusion .from g g:ssed Chris-

is, alas, what the majority e th —all who

tians and ministers North and Sou of men —

teach for doctrine the commandments
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teach: viy - i

ligiou; Svclr‘u.i,:],at it matters little what man’s '

believes, or l: nts are, or what doctrines 2 man

only co;zsczkilllb(:w-he, worships God, if he 1

only honest g :1: moat! It teaches if a man 1®

satisfied in h;]s sincere in his worship,— t‘”ully

8ood as any othown mind,— his religion 19 as

i | Tespected as Ch er man’s, and that it should b€
ristian ; and you regard the man

B -l ‘vho wo :
‘ uld di :
sturb him by religious discussions

l or pro
Nounce
g 3 . suc E i
1 anti-christian h a worship unscriptural °°
b

'» gerous error a;md the devotee of it in dan-
Very unchri;tia v ]ul.b cral bigot, manifesting *
gel}“ine BlacknRsP‘nt. Is not this doctrin®

| Stipe?  Doeg ; €publicanism of the plackest
'1, Man’s congeie it not place the dictates Of %
God Almigh nce above the revealed law ©
lltioniSm ty? Is it not the rankest Abo-

| A » AS res e
]x abolish q)) g ~Pects Christianity? Does it not

b
Does it not abolis
Jes o awig it not L
Mmay’ 18 Christ? 1f f God, ang the authoriy
I and % Sonscience the doctrine be true each
r Fhoa vior. L® to him his Bible his GO
e :
i it;, ttl}::: 35 imDeriTSii you know it, must b€
it § > the sou] :

€ voi of eve evel
Voice of Gode 80spel of damnati:))’ bel;{ear
> and start back fromnt.he prec

‘
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1pice on which you stand: <« There is a way
tha_t seemeth right unto a man, but the end there-
?f is death.” Paul once traveled that ¢“way”
or a season; he was a most devoutly religious,
1‘)‘10“5’ and honest man, worshiping his God
according to the dictates of his own con-
science ” with all zeal; and he regarded it as
doing God and man a service to make havoc
of ic church of God,—to murder the last
Christian, and exterminate Christianity from the
f‘i‘arth. He declares that, in doing this,—
breathing out fire and slaughter”’ against the
church of Christ, and ¢ hailing men and women
to prison and to death,” he was truly wor-
shiping God according to the dictates of his
own conscience. He declared he did it in all
good conscience! But did he do right? Did
he please God? According to your doctrine,
I would have been an “illiberal bigot 7 to have
opposed him in his course, and attempted, by
the word of God, to convince him that he was
most egregiously wrong.
The moral man in our midst quietly rejects
Christ and his atonement,—has 10 use for
Christianity,—and says if he does as little 'harr'n
as possible, and as much good to all as is in his
power, he is quite satisfied that he will be saved-
If you press him he will fling his Higher-lawism

A. R. REDDIN MEMORIAL LIBRARY
»tist College

Southeastern Bapt
4229 Hwy. 15 IN.
Laurel, Mississippi 39440
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Into your teeth,— for he is at heart an infidel—
Gue Fell you that he is conscientious and sincer®
m his way of serving God; that ‘‘every meg
has a right o worship God according t© s
dictates of his own conscience.”
of{l(:: mee.t the .Unitarian, who makes it or:z
e t;PCCl'al. articles of his published crec e
01); ﬁ divinity of Jesus Christ and of pat
e 985 and attempt to convince him tl; y
be, a Ch’;i’t.a“d deny that he is, or can pOSSl\.m
meet yoy wilt;nt’hwnh g e talt, e s ;n’s
Finedieh ¢ same doctrine: ¢¢One ™
(:onscientio:;s 8ood as another’s, if he i O'na.‘
lienable 1 hst s for each man has the lnle
dictateg ofg histooworslnp (.;Od e
IDiversa)ig wi o comscience.” So el he
> WHO denies a future hell, while

IVes ag ¢
ou
heayep gh there were no God or futtr®

h AT
finds erp, ma‘:l]t ¢an Christianity do, so long 35*
this? 5 id:)fd N such impenetrable armo® 2
a .
thousanq time trous Pagans are sincere, an
Tistang. ;

S more (<
T devoted than most profess

. (o) e
dictateg of s, rshiping Gogq according t0 o
Owers o ahr OWn consciences ; so, the fok
Catholjeg, cgme‘ﬁ SO are Greek and Roma”
€ach of the g ::CIenCe be the criterion of righ
€, and i creeds, though contradictory?
CQually g6 the soul. WhY’
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then, did Christ come into the world? What did
his sufferings and death effect, or his mission
accomplish, but to create another sect, and still
further confound the religious confusion of
earth? According to this theory, contradictory
Propositions, if only conscientiously believed, are
each true, and things wholly unlike and un-
equal to the same thing, are equal to each
other! That a man is saved by works a%one,
Without Christ, or by faith and works conjoined,
IS as true as that a man is saved by grace alo?e.
That baptism is designed to confer regeneration
of heart, remission, and justification, is as true
as that it is only for the open declaration, on the
part of the subject, that he has obtained these,
thrOugh faith in the blood of Christ, if the false-
hood is only conscientiously believed. ~That
the sinner is only, or unbelicver, €ven though #7-
€onscious, has a right to Christian baptism, 15 as
true as that a believer in Christ has; that.the
ungodly and unconverted have as good a right
to membership in Christ’s church, and to ].)far-
take of the supper of the Lord (of which, 1if a
of the supp

ualifi-
ma i ithout the proper 4
n eat and drink wit damnation to

Cations, he eats and drinks ber
his OWI,I soul), as the scriptural church ;lfln:at/l
has at the table of his own Churf:h’;;rm:f‘.ll sects
2roposition be conscientiously believe
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cant
ite, varlal?
or churches, no matter how OE)I;‘;?isth, 58 th;?;r
and contradictory their forms (21 of respectablés
Tites and laws, if only compose b unconverteté
conscientioyg people, even tho“gan d entitled .
¢ equally right apq scrlptural,_ e chuthfr;
€ called ang respected as Chris lhe Christi2 4
and thejr various religions as t;mt their' ug!
religion, if only be granted nscientiot
holders ang adherents are Onl}’_co also th?
€ Mman who beljeves this behevesall men 0
God did po expect or design for“one Lord
adopt the same religion — having
one fajth

: ayes
belie
» and one baptism;” and he

it is wron

0s€
8 for one religious man to Ozg pts
faith anq Practices of another, and a
Poetic dogm, of Pope; oy
“For forms of faith let zealous digots fig i,ght'
is can’t pe Wrong whose life is in the r
Which Means .

His can’t he Wwro

And thig is the

plet
Very sentiment of that CO;lsl a
of licentigyg yron, quoteq by Worcester
Orthodoy definitiop, of conscience:
“\Vhatever Creed pe taught or land be tr’?d’
May; Con.rtz'enre s the Oracle of God!!

Do you ng
edn

ioht.
it’s ng
ng if conscience says it

’ vick:
t see the utter absurdity and v
€ss of this? The p;

5 the
ible is thrust aside,
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w

ice
iocted for .
ist rejecte istianity over
: esus Christ istian
Voice of Jn»ing conscience, (;htrhe Great Day
:)hf i Judgment © f
rown, . dity o
; ne die. bsur :
adjourr'led -] dziemonstrate(.i tie zy a reductio
Havmgdtht’illzory o COnscu?n‘:et questions:
i on rea
ggsaz.fzjrdum, P g o A Goop
WHAT
and,
CIENCE?
WHaAT 1s Cons CONSCIENCE ?

. dent
independt
t be either the nion
If it can no

uman op1
i human reason, or of }llike the ey e'o;'
verdict of hu separate sense, eral facultie
L apuit he result of sev roduced by
i, it- - Clearltyh;r——the resultli phtened. l?y 2
OPerating  toge al faculties, en i n or divine.
all the mtel]ercl:;le of action, hum
given law or

?
IENCE
Consc

E THE POWER OF
WhHENC

y an in-
lief of .
;1 the be cogni-
itself 1n takes
ience roots 1 who ich he
.Consme d just God, hts, for whi &z
finite, holy, an ts and thoug " Goa',G ;
C t: o]
Zance of all our a :1demen I
e ing us into judg o Conscient
will brmg. or \rong, 11/_”1“; A (5
Sense of right moral intel ’f T
created man a ense O
Planted within him th: Swhich an‘]llo Il)lowers»
g o8 - s, Or, B uc
as Intuitive ‘d;;‘;ed him with s
Same thing, en
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placed him i
m 1 o

necessarily afn s-uch circumstances, that /¢ must

viction of allg:::re them. Itis the universal €O

o.f God, that i S who believe in the existenc®

him;  that al;t l;-their supreme duty t0 e

accord with th things, acts or feelings, that
e will of God are right and co™

mendable
S X
nd all that disagree are wrong a7

should p
¢ punished. This sense, innate <
ing

necessqry}]
&y vauire
ﬁowerS, is what d? 7 the use of our reasont
gences. Th Istinguishes us as moral intel
soul; th €re 1s also . . he
e at the right an innate smpulse of
R the wrong ¢ ought always to be don&
a.lmed b ught not t : t
e ut den; o be done. It1S no
t a se nled’ that
enab) Parate and djgtj God endowed M™%
S Bim unerri istinct moral faculty th#"
an al.q“ality of ringly to decide upon
noZ gl‘fn °°ursea2¥ and all acts; 7 ¢ whet!
. 'S c . & Ly
reader €t 1t be g onduct will please God o
B e M Y dermiood by the
Y m y Or th . o
somete. ental phi , that which is treated
thin ep}:ll;oiofphers, G complé
. ies; as a multitude of distin®
tion, et %;.mnsdencé tefis on, judgment, un-
1 . :
Confyg; ing g}' Fony, S,u]:),(lil’ memory, imagin®”
wo:{us an the soy orIVIS}ons_ This way
d of uncﬂm_‘ﬂeading mind is evidently
tainty g9 and has led to 2
Wrangling. Thert

el
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ar 4 5

re;sorfs t{z:/czlswzzs in the soul. My whole soul
B ax,ugl ges, remembers, wills, and imagines,
B ntcl)lt one part does one thing,"and an-
Eexupior e C;;}}er. As well say my.body is
R “t'ﬁ ing and running, eating and
body, ,a : tl-l, ese are but the gperations of my
e e above are acts of my mind or

WaAT 15 CONSCIENCE?*

an not be a distinct
like the terms
is only the

anqunSCience’ therefore, ¢
o0 mdsependent faculty, but—
on, judgment, understanding —

®
the II:::’I;E‘_T}ICSC are definitions put forth during
st.lew years:
‘«

by ‘v’}l;ih;"t peculiarity in the const
bation e the): are qualiﬁed to ex
tion, i and disapprobation, and to feel
, is called the moral faculty> % consci

Dagyg.
This lacks all the essential elements of 2 defin
<
ced‘Thc nature of its action results from the ante-
. ent action of the judgment: Let the judgment,
dupphed with facts and light by the understandmg,
aec‘de that a thing is right of wrong, and °°."5‘f'°“.ce
Pproves or disapproves accordingly. This is its
Province, It approve and it 18
?i“esfim'lable whether it can
on.”’— Pendleton.

itution of our minds

ercise moral appro-
moral obliga-
jence.”’—

#f1011.

)
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1.
name of a peculiar operatio.n of the Sg:rtain i
Operation is the soul’s sensing that aought 0 be
—for certain reasons—is right and 8
done; or, for certain reasons, W pon-s gz'?/ﬂ
ought not to be done, One can a
\

This defin
Revealeq W
wrong,
elsewhe

’s
God
Siaorof

ition only needs the recognitio in

icht
rlgh 7
ord as the supreme standard of riter

istinouished W
and we kpow that the distinguis
re includeg this.

Asa Curiosity of jts kind, we give this:
““Conscience includes — A e between
“I. A direct berception of the differenc
Tight ang WIong in motives, A ought
M2 Al feeling thay what is right in moti ht not t©
to be, anq that what i wrong in motives oug
€, chosep by the wil, : pro\"‘l'
SE3A sense of one’s own approval or dlsapchose“'
dccording ¢ What ought o be, is, or is nOt’l from &
sense of gy, approval or disapprova ccord”
divine Somewhat and Someone not ourselves,

; ook
¢ chooge 8ood or baq motives.”’—_/. C
From

: ] are (o8
E this we are left tq infer that if we ¢
Scioyg that gy, m

1ré
otive ig right, we may feel “f:zlmo_
+ Guiteay i conscious that hi the
he President » was right, for
this Country,

S o “nd
Lot Simply the intellect perceivi
Mmora) trut

ding
> together with o correspon

l'emoving t
1S party o

he 5

. cects
5 ensxbilities, in view of the obj
s ccntem}.htcd.”\ Hayey,
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51011,

: the dect Z

/ e ”lﬂlmfdolute and 1n-
son 0 ; e i

l’ledrcgleref'ore the act is not volves the exer

an ) g o :

dep;ndent e fbtuhte mind; as, the unf

: : o
: IS O heaact
veral powe )  Th
Cise of se s udgmehs
derstanding, reason, &)

tensively intro-

ex [
Haven is a text-book, now I will give hi
- Since Have a

olleges,
ced into our schools and ¢
pu

: ; act is
definition more fully: a given

ion that igation
(1) The mental P;Cepl::rception of oblig
ne rrong.
right or wrong. (2) ; as, right or ¥ it, and con-
2 t to the same; as, I or demerit, qol
Wwith respec rception of merit [ the agent; a5 ¥
“(3) The p{; tion or censure © ived. (4) Acco s
roba el $ ase
i ek r wrong thus Percc tions, and b o
Ing the right o intellectual Pe‘rc pcmOtionSy yaiy; tal
S VIIEY thesk: v corresponding ess of the men
B OB (them, certal(;‘ing to the Clc:zn:zatlzre.”
in intensity accor ty of the 70 ] percep-
. urity 0 menta
Perceptions and % i'e that if t'hes::hc moral nat“:;
The reader can bse at fault, o{u be at fault; fl(;e
5 ; ide.
tions should ev el’d conscience Wllways a snfe. {i‘;e e
impure or depraved, s it is not 2 gide thus lia it
therefore Haven Sal)ll we follow a'%ncﬁ but Seeming
But he says: uslhn follow cons‘znscicnce—‘f?:dice,
e Tk o ell-informed conscic Pt from
s e ot from Implse, P
e jUdgmcn}:s’b?:) or of um’cﬂec(l 2SPE ble for the
the bias of habit, ason, an e
the clearest light of re'.‘

onSi
We are resP
bR
Vi WoRT, e we have.

sort of conscienc
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of a ul in determining wh
ot ction ought or g whether a certain coursé
as J;ll conscience oroul:;iht not to be pursuc
, or a decisi . :
S en the soul exerci ecision of conscience’
in reg and deciding '(t:ls-es its powers in com”
ut ictal.lmg a past c’:vl iskealled Judgment; O
moral 15 denied thateat’ it is called memo’?:
him to being a gistinct od, has, given 2 £es
of an decide unerring] faculty which enabl€®
T"easeyGaCt’ e, \vhe%ly SESRIHE moral quality
1S not th od. Experie her it will please OF dis-
ons ¢ € case, for th nce demonstrates that this
fie z:)ncerning the ere are the most drverse opir
asc—al right or ;
Opinio most ag wrong of 2 spect
will o? as there armany different shades ©
Tight 5 God is the S pRCTsons, The reveale
it alonnd Wrong u OOnly infallible standard ©
O Glag pe c2n ipon all questions, since 1O
i od concerpj earn, without d , SINC .1
¥ €, Worshj ing us. Th oubt, the W!
1“.“3‘17‘1‘1}, . P, and odey Gog e sense of duty ©
sttmns he i’:ng_s from 2 k unconsciously &
a rrve,’ and :tams to us anowledge of the I
evelation - Actor s our Creator, Fr¢
SRt . oIt - Nomo :
fieg, D Deed n each him ¢, ral being neec®
e;na“d, thereof Bible to te ese duties. The
co Selves Ore, we ach them these d
ncerpin . and n say th
Oing allp ,eed not b they are right in
0Sitiye duti“e commanded ; but,
» We do need an uf”
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errin : f
‘auftge;i‘;::.;tfn’ since such are duties only be-
Preme right. pon us by one who has the su-
Bl i
ﬁcient.s ?Ifhconsfience were fundamentally de-
standard Ofey rejected God’s Word as a perfect
flickering 1i lnght and Wrong,.zmd chose the
sequently 5 ht of reason OT opmiorf, and, con-
sail and ;udzre wholly out at sed, with ship and
by which t er and needle, but without chart
and fro unO‘ISteel’, sea-lost, tossed and driven to
of nati;naltld Wreth_Ed upon the reefed lea-shoré
Bt estruction.
bl e_ml::tslt)andard of r%ght and wrong—the Bi-
and applied e correctly mtc.zrpreted, understood,
Us with th , and to do this God has endowed
Jerttind e power to compare, to reason, to un-
ot e and decide, and W€ call these Operd”
fha ason, understanding and judgment: By
dOuII)):oper exercisel ofiitnesCRYE can, .Wlth"“t
Tose , comprehend God’s revea'led will, and
all he requires of us to pelieve for salva-

ti ; 5
on or do to honor and P e him—11 other
cordance

that the two former

wo .
rds, what is, and what 2
d positive du-

wi :
Vith his Word—all our moral .
ot know all this without

tie
th s.  Now the soulcan?
€ conjoint assistance of the judgment and un
t in interpretind and ap*

derstanding—judgmen
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PIYing th
al
the Opeméol‘lvoz,d’ and, therefore, we may say
of consci ; its
ety STl cience is complex, a5
)?Ology lndlcﬂtes P )
on w' 1 .
SOme (’)thei-th’ anq scio, T know—know with
it is sy el;Peratxon or faculty. In the Greek
S i conc_'seos.. Sun, with; cidoo, I know—
or °Peraﬁ0njl.mc“°n with some other operation
Powers of ur:i and these we have seen are ¢
erstanding and judging of the re-

Quirements of God’s Word

With
out t g
he conjoint operations of the pow”

€rs of {] ™
th:el‘e c:neszlﬂ 2 interpreting the will of GO%
Science, Tor Ut entitled to be called con-
Will only__,¢ re may be human opinion, feeling”
of the Frenc;here was during the bloc,)dy scene?
Americay i Eevolution’ and in the reign ©
S € see Why wi er-Lawism, but no consciente:
cqenCe of an infcan not predicate an act of €0
v:l'n Understap, q ant, an idiot, or a brute, and W
w;$ ::hy t}}ose who are becloude
theg mor’al ;—th l‘t.ﬂe knowledge of Go&
aculties almost wholly unde-

TapsonsDer

vert

som 1y weak an:lzd tllr9ugh misuse, have 2
Taces {1, munrellable consciences.

n
o ora :
> and some g 1 faculties are almost ?

heft d
de cla i
» deceit 50+ - ¢ them entirely wanting’

Zletcrat )
€ vic Yin 7
s of aq g are the universal and "

Suc o
h, and in all person®
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Just in proportion as the moral faculties aré un-

Cultivated or perverted.
thewe are. now somewhat prepared to consi.d}elr
question before us. Has any one a Tight
to worship God according to the dictates of his
Own conscience? If it is meant right sO far as
individual or civil authority is concerned, I an-
swer emphatically yes. But if it is meant, 11
the sight of God, I answer that depends upon
the character of the conscience, # - whether 1t15
a good or a bad conscience. God reQui.res f’f
Us a good conscience, and that W€ worship hxr'n
in the exercise of a good conscience; ar-xd this
implies that we are responsible for the kind &
Conscience by which we govern Ouf S
WharT, THEN, 15 A good CONSCIENCE?
Since the conscience we ha
Proper exercise of other powers Y
Teason, understanding; and judgme” > to err
l.lab]e to be wrong as these faculties are f
2. e., as we are to reason irre
Stand, or misjudge, €Ve" ifat
is our standard. An eror " izz’i:nce"a f

will invariably result in 2 bad cOP= yrong.
science that will approve of wha’t, 1; ‘ig
the understanding s e
the judgment perver
or biased by evil in

orance,
¢ darkene S
-y dice of SeE4"S:

ted by prejt
ffuem):’es, and above all, 1

— —

———

oats

T
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the soul it
. elf i

::l be an evii ;iddepraved by sin, the result
ingsinsﬁed with angeﬁled conscience that will
e ‘}’1 God. On th approve what is displeas”
and thas been clean e other hand, where the
pd the understang; sed by the blood of Ch%*
» and the ju dmg enlightened by the Holy
gment ¢‘just,” there will b€

a good

consci

& cie ;

nd mep, nce, void of offense bef
eforé

It §
s the d
ut
y of each one to possess such &

Conscienc
a goo €.  He i
worsh(ii cOﬂslciencels responsible for not ha¥ig
and thp God with It is his supreme dut¥ 2
s €n alone, h: good conscience, for the
Which 800d congcj Pleases God. ;&11 can €€
the Worg oflence will approve onl that
God reveals is in acc:;rgaﬂce

With hi
S wil
every thin land pleasyr

e, and will dis2pp®’

we do g contr
ar
e y to that Word. In 11 that.

i A
ce act
the ... PPrOV conscienti
© Dbrobagion o U aiondytac Ay con-
act ’ W
Inakestthnght anyof conscience s dhave seen
e m, oe
: enerror truthore than sinces‘ e mrror
Victim 4, .0 Phi A i
) TR e SR g an on
re&t}lin 18 sincer; for qQuinine Yy apers 4
0 ity.  Saul Of, ;nd falllen'1
arsus, WHil

fant
Soch T
Bt ch ¢ and
8S cop at Jery slaughter agai -
trary - salem 1 against the 1#
thege ¢ doin y
g man’

€ n
ame
of Jesus,” act®
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eonscienti
ti :
ously; he verily believed he was

doin God’ .
Godgangd;:e”‘ce, but he was sinning against
go.od i h While his conscience seemed
SCience. He g-was an evil and a defiled con-
derstandin g id not properly enlighten his un-
upon his ¢ syend l}e allowed himself to decide
bitter prej:;irse with a judgment perverted by
Ehtells s t%e &f_ld biased by popular feeling.
Persecuted th abpAes through ignorance he
for that jon e saints, and he was responsible
self out pgreorar'lce. Paul, when wearing him-
ing what h aching that same Jesus, and build-
Scientious] e once sought to destroys acted con-
carefulneSSy' a‘l‘so; but we hear him say in all
Science, ”” .H We zrust we have 2 good con-
t_OWar 4 God e trusted that his heart was right
A , that his understanding was duly en-
learn God? for how diligently had he studied t0
diced b ﬂS will—and that he was$ acting unpreju-
warrant:d itish or blood, and, therefore, he Was
e had a n saying t.hat he W 4 that
litera] good conscience: e more
translation of the Emphatic Diaglott:
nfidence, pecause
II1.
nsigning three thou-
during his T€igM
to the faith and

as ‘z?cr.ﬂmde
1 prefer th

(‘P

ra

e /laz); for us; for we have co

Sotoq e a good conscience,” Henry the v

sang ]‘;ODSFlentiously in co

for aptists to martyrdom,
vorshiping God €0

etc.

ntrary

e —
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the ritual prescribeq by law; and so did the
f?:iw England Puritans act conscientiously
ey TUclly whipping, and banishing 7
B omes Quakers and all opposers of infa?
dictat;n, but the¥ acted contrary to the Pk”_I:_
e S and genius of Christianity, and the

Were sins against the Most High. CO%

. Scientj
entlous ConduCt win dO us no gOOd at the

(J)l;:g\n;:in:’n-ume%, that conscience be a gof
e 1son \V}th the teachings of the ;Blb e(;
ObedienCel: oé‘dfeme. Cheerful, affectx.onatt
Worship theo Christ’s revealed will is the highe®
tainly has ¢ Creature. can pay to God. He €
Worship he ?me choice in the character of th°
€ no obed‘;ould have offered him, ~There ¢a?
Where thay laen(-:e where there is no law, 4P
ave reVeale(;v 1S not Obeyed_ God must.then
Tequires ot to us the service and worship he
our hands, and to offer him more or

less, is 207
2l 2, : :
as left g 07rship, and Insultingly sinful. He

religi .
aptism o ¢ :hsglo“s act or rite of worship; 4°
. SUPPer, to be determined by OWF
€S, or feelin E thing,
el gs. Every
Carefully taug‘}elt1 2the greatest, Christ has most
say we e riand commanded, and for us t©0

- A Tght to a)¢e, or modify, by add-

: ng 5
Will qq as wey) Way Something that 7z thiD

» 1S o .
Pen l‘ebe]hon, and is ¢£as
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the sin of witchcraft.” God commanded Saul

to go up against the Amalekites and. uéteriy
destroy th 1d and young, with their lOCKS
o e 5 But Saul

and herds, bringing away #0thing.
saw fit to spare the King and the best of the
flocks, and of the spoil he brought away, that
he might offer it in burnt offering and sacrifices
unto the Lord. And Samuel said unto Saul:

““Hath the Lord as great desire in burnt offer-

. P . y (1
ings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of. s
sacrifice,

Zord? Behold, to obey 75 better than

and to /earken than the fat of lambs. for rfi'
bellion [acting in accordance with our oWl feec;
ings and notions, as Saul did when he sParef
what God bade him destroy] is as g su;izz
Witchcraft, and stubbornness is iniquity and o

7y.”—1 Samuel xv. e

We shall not be judged and rewardg;ié ,z:t (:llllr
last day, by our ¢ honesty o p;rp//w Tords
““sincerity,” or our conscienté bus?: oken, the
of Christ. ¢The word that I hatv il:.’i')-" j ohn
same shall judge him in the lan i‘f we were
Xil. 48, We shall not be. as-ke e did as our
conscientious in our worshiP ' :‘;rCh dictated
family or friends, our Pastor ?{ ljut if we have
to us or told us was right, . ¢ has ¢
done a]l things whatsoever Chris

ed us,” Matt. xxviil. 20

L.—‘
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h . ;
toe ::: i%'levten us his Written Word, to be 2 lfLmP
turn away t:rc:;1 nd our first and highest duty 15 ©7
from the D; 5. C}_‘umh Confessions of Faith, an
and to for e‘tSCIphnes prepared by conferences
kindreq figeshthe relations of family and ties ©
Prayerfully in and blood, and honestly ;}nd
of us in hig %:/“re what the Lord Jesus requir®
0 judge ou ord, determined to do it
leaveg s serr own servants. What mas.ter
to their owp o free to serve him according
consciences nolgonshthe dictates of their oW
Wishes to pe ¢ ¢, not they, knows how he
commands ther:rved; he gives his orders, B¢
2Rt time, ordey to execute the specified wor
» and manner he wants it doP®

and tq T

eve
vary the m;:lz t%le order, change the timé ot
Certajn] » 15 to disobey. Your servants

y haVe .
leads ¢, N0 Tight to a conscience that

€m t 2
Express g, © do any thing different from yo!
and you, if a good masters

Would ir“ﬁom’
soon
m S rit;}élltch them that they had not. No
the PerformanCeto a conscience that appro¥®®
:)”anded, 97 less o of any religious act not "
o‘;r duty to ¢4 :hmor‘ than commanded. Tt %
k t Prejudice %, b.e New Testament, and, with”
w:m What 'stms’ Patiently and prayerfully
an leary, wz't/wlzomd Lo g e

@ doupt s
, and then, cost U°
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what it may—the loss of friendship and the
smiles of the world—do it, not to merit salva-
tion, but to honor the Savior whom we love.
We meet with the following passages, which
are at war with all other theories of conscience,
save the one just submitted : ¢ Having their con-
Sciences seared as with a hotiron.” (1 Tim. iv: 2.)
It must be borne in mind, that whatever af-
fects the reason, judgment or understanding,
affects the conscience. If we will so abuse and
do violence to our natural powers of reason
flnd judgment, as to deny the existence of an
Infinitely Holy and Just God, we may safely
Class that one with those ‘‘past feeling” any ob-
ligations to a Supreme Being, just 25 @ nerve
of the hand would be if *seared with a hot
iron.” It would be impossible for one to feel
any compunctions of conscience for s who
dl('lr not believe in a God.
he conscience is said t0
heart and mind are defiled- WDt W then?
that are defiled and unbelieving 15 noﬂllngﬁll)lg‘i,’
but even their mind and conscience are def g0
(x Tit. i: All such haveé depraved .hearts
H : I4) . te rebellion to
and wills, in open and invetera e o theie
God, and, hating his will the¥ do )
Power to oppose it, an
tonal faculties to €xcuse

be defiled when the
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e 1 -
ig et:'l:inw:llch they do tends to corrupt the
really mor:a e and‘ more, and to make them
deﬁled mindpolluted 1n the Sight of GOd." A
a corrupt soTrzous, unflemtanding——comes. ffom
of °°nSciencu , and this controls the decisioP®
ﬁled~an p _e, and,_ of course, it must be a de-
There vil conscience.
ow r:ii}:wo passages of like import, vi‘z.:
Who, through more shall the blood of Chrish
Withoutsp()% the FEternal Spult’ offered hunself
dead works t,oto God, purge your conscience fr(?m
14-) “Tet serve the 11V1ng God.” (Heb. 1)'C:
full assuranc us dra.w near with a true heart, in
led from ane of faith, having our hearts sprink-
Washed ip evil conscience and our PO dies
1 commep;(;e Water.” (Heb. x: 22.)
the former the remarks of Dr. Barnes upon
latter; «p Verse, which equally applies to th®
unde he word conscie b e
'Stood as 3 gigy nce here is not t0
:g' of the soy) bl‘j:l nct and independent fac
cog and ’r & {}le soul. or minditsells
he whole exprgs:fHOuncmg e o e G
ﬂ?a:hed_reCOHectionl(';l} r(;f‘eirs to a .mi'nd a'larrne
a knowllsturbs a man’sg lt—for it is guilt only
Viction edge of God a-ndC().I‘IS(:l.el-)ce.n VVlthOUt
& ving vig] his will, without a con”
ilt, ated God’s law— there

13

would be 4, agu

-\
),

=
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e and de-

“Guilt originates in the soul remors
when he

spair; guilt makes a man troubled
thinks of death and the judgment; it is guilt
only which alarms a man when he thinks of a
holy God; and it is nothing but guilt that makes
the entrance into another world terrible and
awful.” The sinner, oppressed with a sense of
his guilt, has a guilty conscience—a  guilt-con-
."icﬁng conscience—which, in the latter Verse
is called ‘“an evil conscience,” literally @ con-
Sciousness of evil. So long as the just demands
of God’s violated law are unsatisfied, the wrath
of God abides upon us. Not the sufferings and
death—blood—of animals could do this, but
« A sacrifice of nobler name,
And richer blood than they,

that of the Lord Jesus Christ himself alone, can
do this, and the benefits of his sacriﬁcia? death
and atonement are applied t0 2l who will turn
from their sins and accept of him as fhelf Re-
deeming Savior, which application ls'cal.led
purging the heart with blood, and sprinkling

the heart from an evil conscience, and the re-
d sins takes POs-

sult is of pardone ;
session zf Stel?:eheart? and, “thereforé Ze";g
justified by faith, W€ have peace w-xtl.le“;)it};
through our Lord Jesus Christ; a[:;d r\?\;m:eceive
joy unspeakable and full of glory! &

L—A
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more th .
penalty jﬁﬂs"gple pardon, freedom frO™ the
ough renovzx(tioue Orel sins e receive 2
cleansed from t;: of our moral na.ture———-]‘lea.rt5
the family of G 4 EOVe of sin and adoption into
if children, th o, ‘,a“d are made children; an
heirs of th’e Len heirs, heirs of God, and joint'
position, clear(:rijesus Christ.” This new dis-
within s confe eart and right spirit create
2 good conscien rs upon us the power o possess
nothing less B /SIS AT il be satisfied Wit
Will.  Loving 31111' a personal obedience t0 God’
all things, desirel? supremely, we will, 320"
Ke may do it noto seek and know his will th8"
ut to honor ’and fo .Obta.in salvation therebYs
glorify his name. Therefo™®’

the Savi
AVIOr W
as warranted in sayi n
saying: ¢« If a ma
)

10Ve

me, he wi

ofAl} examinalgolzeep my commandments.”
this of the second text at the head

3 tract m:

m ust QU

ovl:;ed by COmmer‘:::se this discussion. It15 ad-
1g to one p tors to be a difficult passa8®’

V(irsio erple i
n ¢« Xin G
answer” g word, translated 18 ol

C€onscj e
w;rllce.m“’ard GOdﬂ:l»e answer of a 8%°
transl 7 glve a f .
a ew
Th t_mns of the Pa: f the latest, if not bests
say & like figy RES
€ us ( gure whe

not t reun -
the angye, oh::\ Putting awt;:,)y tbhﬂptlsm doth also no%
good consciencee t?\:rh (:1f gle Ly o
ard God), by ¢

T
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resurrection of Jesus Christ.”— Kg James' Ver-

szon.

el R T saved through water; which in
an antitype, immersion, NOW saves us also (not the
putting away of the glth of the flesh, but the reguére-
ce toward God) by the resur-
__Bible Union Verston.
which, 2lso,

ment of a good conscien
rection of Jesus Christ.”

« , . . saved through water;
after a true likeness, doth now save you even baptism,
SESet-withe snterrogation of a good conscience toward
God,” etc.—English Revision.

« . . . which, also, in the antitypé doth now
save you, even baptism, : the inguiry Of 4b-
peal of a good conscience toward God,” etc.——Amert’-

can Revision.

«Which the antitype [of that] is nOW saving you

also, even baptism, - ° °
conscience after God, bY mean
Jesus Christ.”’—Dearn A{fofd.
¢«Theark . - - into wh
souls, were saved by water.

¢ of the resurrection of

ich a fews that is, eight
n antityP® to which
not the putting

baptism now saves U5 [or you also,
away of filth of flesh, but sestion Of good con*
x %
science toward God, by means of Jesus Christ’s res
urrection.”’—27of. Adkins.

¢¢The one troubleso™® word,” Dr-h%‘:"z
calls it, in this passage is gperotem® ‘w ich,
these six versions i trzmslated ansv{er,,

(13 nqulry,

3 k¢ interrogatio ’
)

(X3 .
l’equlrement,
uestion-

or “appeal,” and Uq
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Di i
. ficult as this passage is, there are some
Ings apparent:
Ist. That baptism js—
A ““question” or ¢‘requirement”
Of conscience.
A good conscience.
ggood conscience toward God
T{l means of the resurrection of Christ-
at it is not designed to effect th
cleansing of the heart from its mOr?
defilement,
€, we learn,

2d. That §
: at 1 - 5 5
must be N connection with baptism theré

Therefor

A conscience.

The
Andre must be a good conscience-
that conscience must be #wa’®

God,
Ang :
that by means of the resurrectio?
o of C/lrz':t_
» & corr e
harmonize all t;cets e}-:cII)OSltlon must embrace and
% e i
ne ideg eas.
: ta :
sage, viz, . Mat’;;is Out prominently in the pas-
ore ¢ s €re mysy be agaod conscience be-

<
requiye” s
ranslate t}‘:-r “answer” any thing:
R 1S passage :

» €ight 5oy, Into which a few, that
ed &y water. Baptismy,

|

is i
» Were sav
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gure,* even now saves us—not
e filth of the flesh, but
ood conscience toward
on of Jesus Christ.”

in a similar fi
the putting away of th
the requirement of a g
God, through the resurrectl hrist.

It does not say that the water of baptism 1s
the antitype of the ark or the water of the
flood, but that it is antitypal—a figure corre-
sponding to it. Figures never prefigure figures.
Shadows never cast shadows. Now let us look
at the similitude between the water of the flood

and baptism, or the water of our baptism. Th.e
sent to destroy, 1t

lugce was
water of the delug d therefore must have

. ality an S
could not save 1n Ié Z’darﬂ tively, God using it

done so figuratively, R :

to uplift and upbear the ark, thus m‘.‘lfmgh:’;zg
i oUVISION

fest that there was safety 11 th‘;_::;- The “water

made for Noah’s temPC_’ral % all, and thus de.
made the salvation manifest to all,

clared it. Nor can the water of bap;mgl: ; t::
rite save the soul, avail aught ww;f:tsGod I;ms
ting away our?moral deﬁlemex;)t;3 7 - i Christ
appointed that, by its Us L ‘;ms a good con-
shall figuratively declar that he

put antitupon, an

dered with our
es the passage

an antityp®
t I have rel:!
» which relieV

* Tt is not antitupos

adjective, Antitypal, s
version ¢¢a similar figure

of serious difficulties.
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science to
moral deﬁ:;ard Godsithe filth of the flesh, all
virtue of thr:em having been removed by th¢
the water of rtisunecmn of Christ; so it like
Jiguratively. 1 d del_“ge saves declaratively—
tion by me'ansmmersmn, to prefigure our salva-
sarily implies thOf the resurrection, which neces”
Al Srointne e death and burial of Christs is
Ppressly infOrmng of God; of this he has ex:
other commang us, and of this, as of every
and therefore » agood conscience will approves
f‘q\lestion ofa immersion, in one Sense is &
1t may be callg:;Od conscience,” and in another
conscience:; s'e a ‘‘requirement”’ of a go9
demangs, ;ndln‘:e: no other act will answer it
S| S 1t 15 ¢¢
or hi od com it, @’
S his honor and gl mz.lnds 1612
of th ces and harmonj glory. This expositio?
€ passage, izes all #he salicnt feature®
can not
than 10t confer a
ety €ving him b e Byogomy reader
Sy paragraphs from an able

Pon thi
Quarte 1S text 2 :
71y, Vol. T11 ﬁoby I)Dr' Atkin (Bap#st
@ S < I2
Besides ¥
e this i
Science S interna)
_;and" A al test and discipli
;ppo_lnted anu::zltuswe of this th:lsc}phne of the CcOng
tlz:'phsm' The ernal ritual t,est v of God b
15 follow the congruity of ‘;\ the ordinance ©
e
gure requires that

€ntrance
e
into the ark, As Noah and
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red and being safe in the ark

committed themselves r of the flood, so be-
lievers in Christ, saved already ¢by grace through
faith,’ are required to submit themselves to the water
of baptism. This ordinance, by the profession of
faith, which it requires and involves, includes the
prerequisite internal test and evidence, and makes 2
close, direct, practical appeal to the conscience as to
its loyalty to God. There are good reasons why the
Apostle gave it the uppermost place in his comparison.
Viewed as a mere external rite, as it naturally pre-
serves itself, and as people ar¢ paturally disposed to re-
gard it, what importancé can attach to it? What pos-
sible internal spiritual enefit can come _fpom the ex-
ternal carnal rite? What profit of what improvement
in the nature or staté ul or spiri.t from an
St seion of the/body/id S SR aaWhy IRk that
particular mode? What difference the intent
or effect, whether much OF 757

how it be applied? 1s the mnc:)y ?}?egwater el 7

renovated and fitted
ti isparageme
sm? All such dispa™é, n are misrepresented, and

his family having ente
to the wate:

which its nature an desig 4 up in one brief
its claims evaded, might be SuI ti
Interrogatory- Why Jbsery : 2: the text, has given
¢ To all such questionS g hensi T
ensive. Tuc,
answer, at once concise and ©© flf'ielth of flesh.’ It
‘baptism is not the putting awad " connection with
confers no external benefit € % he act f an intel-
the ¢newness of life, of which, 82 ory P! e. It fol-
nt it is a €O ontl’.lbut s nothing

ligent moral age
lows regeneration,

and therefor€ ©
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not its
But do
-essential-
mman

to :
p 'that Inner work of 5 A
esign in an grace. Purification 15
n Y sense, real .
ot, on this 3 or representative.
1t account, regard o
-t 1s an ordinance ’f (i; i trealfh e ol
e of G : -
1tis enjoined as a dut od. By his positive ¢0
2;1 Christ beingimad y upon every one, pcrsonal faith
hus it appeals to ¢ e the indispensable prerequisite:
i'jte“ds upon the s? good conscience,” which always
e“:egercm in the b::e o i and which, as God’s
s> and, unless delazt’ will demand implicit 0b¢4”
se } be satisfied with 7 ed by some fair, falsc theory”
al § o p
beal is strengthened ot syt And this 2P
recg?rdma“‘le represe A the expressive SYmbOIism 9
- 10n, and so emb n'tlng Christ’s burial and resur-
;°f’- All this the racing the whole plan of rede™?”
a:zza, Tepresentin zPOSEIe comprises in a bold prom;)g_
mQuesti0n of ag aptism as the very embodiment ©
ise?}?S of Jesus Ch%-oo,d conscience toward God, by
ceiy o tward sig:l s resurrection. ‘Thus ‘bapts™
evided. Cordial, intOf-an inward grace’ already 7€
o ence of a conge; elligent submission to it gives
o rlf:al action, Itc‘ienc? renovated and restored tO its
’ig‘htve and loyalty tS()\\(r:xse!y designed to be a criterio”
right state of the aff !lnst, and therefore to prove a
ThOseand its bchcsecuons; for, when consciencé is
Wwho loye 1; ts obeyed, all is ri :+hi
X im keep his 5 is right wit n.
state of thexht':“ and indexc‘}mmandments; and theé
Mandmentg [i cart, is true t}? character, and of the
N Spirit ang (r ose who keep his €O~
uth] love him.”
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CONCLUSIONS.

ndamental questions

There are five great fu
¢« Christendom "’ set-

which distract and divide

tled by this discussion :

is responsible to God for the

has, and that it 1s his duty to

that approves of and prompu
nt of God’s Word.

L baptism that

Ist. That every man
sort of conscience he
Ppossess n conscience
obedience to every requireme

2d. Thatthere
;- not a question or 00D CON-
CLENCE toward God, and, the baptism of
:" infant or of an nnrezcnernwd person is unscript-
G" al and CONTBABY TO THE SCR N
00D CONSCIENCE, NO BAPTISM.
m was no

3. That Christian Baptls
o t, or 5 of remission of si
generation of heart,—the cleansing of ov
fcshy natures,—and that whatever it docs itd
the water of the deluge—F URATIVELY-

any one ¢an pe script-

4th. And, therefore, pefore
arally baptlzed he mu t Qnughtcn his conlclence
by God’s Word, 50 that his conscience will approve
of it alone, and impel 18
quirements toward cod—1- € in orderto P
And finally,
ht tO attemt
& teach-

G“‘-h- That no one hasarl
h“"‘ independent of; OF con'
gs off His Word.

t nppolnwd as 8
ns and of re-
r moral or
oes 11kke




