A HISTORY OF FOREIGN BAPTISTS

\,By G. H. ORCHARD
Steventon, England

The Baptists have often been
represented as unknown hefore the
sixteenth century, and some are
still so disingenuous as to ascribe
their origin to the ‘“‘Anabaptists of
Munster.” The term ‘‘Anabaptist”
or rebaptist, has been applied to
all who baptize such as others
believe baptized already, but more
especially, to those who deny the
validity of infant baptism. Some
of the enthusiasts of Munster did
so0, and they have on that account
been called ‘‘Anabaptists.” But
this peculiarity has existed in con-
nection with almost every shade of
religious faith and practice, and
sometimes, as in the case of the
Anabaptists of Munster, with fa-
naticism and wickedness.

The great peculiarity of the
Baptists is, that they immerse
such, and such omly, as, profes-

sing faith in Christ, give evidence
of conversion from all ungodli-
ness. It does not appear that in
any thing but the rejection of in-
fant baptism the Anabaptists of
Munster bore any resemblance to
the present Baptists, and their
agreement with them in this is
but an accidental coincidence.
Long hefore that time, and from
the very first ages of Christianity,
tere have existed vast numbers
with whom the Baptists really
agree in their distinguishing prac-
tice.

The historian Mosheim, a pedo-
baptist, says, that the “true origin
of that sect which acquired the
denomination of Anabaptist is
hidden in the depths of antiquity.”
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third century the ancient church
were exceedingly enfeebled |
them; the eastern provinces we
at that time full of dissenters. .
Greece this kind of nonconformi
can he traced at a very early dat

Cardinal Hosius, chairman at the
Council of Trent, 1555, said, *‘If
the truth of religion were to be
judged of by the readiness and
cheerfulness which a man of any
sect shows in suffering, then the

opinions and persuasions of no
sect can be truer or surer than BAF.’HSTS_ N THE, Fel
those of the Anabaptists; since _The first dissenters in Greec

distinguished by name, were tl
Euchites, i.e., a praying peopl
This was the root from whic
sprang all nonconformity throug
out the east and west. They ca
be traced through provinces ar
kingdoms in succeeding ages I
the disallowance of human inve
tions in the affairs of religion,
administering immersion on a pr
fession of faith, by dispensing wit
all orders of clergy, and by rejec
(Continued on page 5, column ¢

there have been none, for these
twelve hundred years past, that
have been more grievously pun-
ished.”

The Baptists ascribe their origin
to John the Baptist, Christ, and
His apostles (John 1:33; Matt 21:
25; Acts 2:41-42; Gal. 4:26). The
New Testament neither records
the existence of, nor countenances,
any other churches than those con-
stituted of believers voluntarily
immersed (Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:27;

I Cor. 12:13; Eph. 4:4-5; I Peter m

3:21); and all credible historians g

affirm that the same practice con- ! FROIVI K READER“
tinued through the first three cen- CONC

turies. During that period, all
Christian communities ¢onsisted of
Baptists, united together by love
to God and one another. They
admitted and dismisseq members
by suffrage, and supported their
churches by voluntary offerings.

Persons of aspiring dispositions
soon originated new distinctions
of office in these churches, and the
love of preeminence Occasiolled
divisions among tha prethren:
Those who adhereq t, ghe Spirit
and model of the gogye] seceded
from the degenerateq pdiess and,
by raising new socigtjes, AiM°
at restoring Christianity to itS na:
tive simplicity. Sq general e
secessions of this kind’ tpat in th
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(Continued from page one)
ing the Old Testament as a rule of
discipline in the chunch. . They
were in after times, and in- dif-
ferent places, variously named.

In the eastern empire they dis-
agreed with one another on spec-
ulative points, but they all. im-
mersed penitents on a: profession
of faith, and reimmersed prose-
lytes; and were, on that .account,
called Anabap‘usts The Novatian
Baptists (A.D. 251) of Italy became
very numerous in the east, partlc-
ularly in Phrygia.

These puritan chmches 'aftor
Some ages, were revived by the
Paulican brethren (A.D. 654), who
derived their name from studying
and pleading Paul’s epistles. - *In
their. practice they confined 'the
words of the gospel and the sacra-
ments to the faithful”” (Gibbon).
Their communities maintained
their standing for ages. Their
importance awakened the emper-
or’s displeasure (A.D. 850), and
one hundred thousand suffered
death in every form. Many were
driven into Italy, France, -and
other kingdoms of Europe; rand
notwithstanding the bitterness, of

succession of them contmued to
the Reformation (A.D. 1520). - 7

BAPTISTS IN AFRICA /

/
The northern part of this. conti-
nent was at an early period cov-
ered with professors bearing;the
Christian name. The Manicheans
very early occupied a consider-
able portion of the soil (A.D. 250).
Whatever doctrinal sentiments
these people embraced, one thing
is certain, they, with all denom-
inations of Christians -in ' Africa,
immersed their converts, and re-
immersed those who came to '‘them
from other professing hodies.

These dissenters were succeeded
by the Donatist Baptists;® who
maintained, says Du Pin, ‘“that
the church ought to be made up
of just and holy men.”” After en-
during for ages, every opposition,
and having planted -churches in
almost every town in’ Africa
(Jones), they were by severe
measures, dispersed, - destroyed,
(Continued on paf’e 6, column 1)
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Elder B. H. Carroll. was a widely
known evangelist, preacher, and
teacher in Texas.  He was one ‘of
the founders and early presidents
of Southwestern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Fort Worth.

These six volumes are the fruit
of many years of teaching. Study-
ing these hooks is like sitting in the
classroom -of a master teachcx:.v
Carroll was known for his practi-
cal, down-to-earth application of
the Word, one of the traits that
made him so popular as a preacher.

These books are an unusual, _and
rare blend of paraphrased portions
of Scripture, concise and readable
introductions, word studies, char-
acter studies, model sermons, per-

tions, and much more. They are
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{Continued from page five) cign Baplists g these suffered
X : X amd thirteen. of
or driven into obscurity (A.D. death .ab Qriell (AD. 1083)(-1
750). These chupche. et resuscitate
; as W
BAPTISTS IN ITALY by flocking emigs ants of thS Tshael;l:

General departure from the in- stamp from pulgasia: :
stitutions of the gospel in the old jpicongian  opurcheS admitted
Italian churches occasioned SO ,.;cons to baptigm ALEE an exact
many to withdraw from them, that instruction” - ( Aflis):
in AD. 250 Italy was full of dis- ~ 7 1091 Bopepgery bead of the
senters. However multifarious the Anabaptists 5 advocated gospel
errors of these people in opinion ... and7became the leader of
and practice, no infant baptism , vasi party. He Was succeeded
was known among them for the o pot.. o pros and Henry of
e e avues: to. re. Toslause, "o, SRR LT
SJ\:?O _z‘,h’ris.tianity to its original :;Zsih%;esiigncgn;ﬁiGmes). Pet-
simplicity and purity. ‘“The Nova- er taught “that persons baptized in
tianists considered the church of ix‘_fa"c:‘ &I‘f; ‘to pe baptized after
Christ,” says Mosheim, “as a g e Lin is right bap-

J s - 4 they believe, which 15 115
society where virtue resigned uni- 4 2
versally.” They admitted none
o et o fagy "ound mumhersy IRt 2

: : hundred thousand iR :
in Christ. They never readmitted “They formed by degrees such a
delinquents, yet their severity of pow:e;ful‘ party,” says Mosheim,
discipline was approved by many, e rendered ,them formidable
and they became very numerous = ; %
,(Lin'dnc.r), so much so, that ;%ﬂgktbim:;;af O;f;[iisd,ic?il:i n‘:ﬁ{lh
churches (A.D. 300) maintaining fatal. O:erthrow” (A.D. 1206).
their order were planted all over To prevent this, overthrow, the
the Roman Empire (Jones). e gaged the crusading

They were at first caressed by RAPeS. wioUgage : 4SS

e % armies, and the Albigensian
Canstantine, but afterwards bore churches were. drowned in blood

a noble testimony to the truth .o : :
; ut A.D. 12 smondi).
under his bloody edicts. These - = t AD. 1230 (Si

tism.” .
The Baptists were computed, in

women, who paid the price of life
for preaching that the servants of
Christ are free, as to religion
from the dominion of men. “Trhis’
is true, indeed,” says Mosheim
“that many Anabaptists suffereci
death, not on account of their he-
ing considered rebellious subjects
but merely because they werc"
judged to be incurable hereties:
for, in this century, the errop oi
limiting the administration of bap-
tism to adult persons only, and
the practice of rebaptizing, -were
looked upon as most flagitious and
intolerable heresies.” The num-
ber of Baptists who suffered death
at this period has been computed
at 150,000 (A.D. 1536).

Admidst this lcarnival of death
Menno appeared. On renouncing
the errors of popery, he united
with the Baptists (A.D. 1537).
After " one year’s study he was
called to the dangerous post of a
minister of the gospel among them,
His itinerating “efforts called forth
the thousands who had, from pre-
vious severities, concealed their
opinions, and added a prodigious
number of proselytes to the Bap-
tist community. Under his pru-
dent guidance, their churches were
formed into scriptural order be-
fore any other body of Protestants

R r— atu
became gistinguished as & soclclsh.‘

“The pennonites fqrmed thtehe
creed jp the words SIVel by s
Holy Spipit, and their confessi ;-
Will admit comparison w_lth_an) :
(A.D. 1540). ‘“The COIlSl‘ltllll(‘)‘n'O
this sec says Mosheim, \\aSt
foundeq on this principle — that
Practica] piety is the essence Oli
religion: gnd that the surest mat
of the t'l'ue church is the sz}nc.lny
of its members. This principle
Was alyays universally z}dOch(l
by the Apabaptists. The kingdom
which prist established upon
earth jg a visible church, into
Which the holy are alone to be
admitteq; and it is consequently
exempt from all those institutions
and ruyles of discipline invented
by humzap wisdom. They admit,
therefore. none to the sacrament
of baptism, but persons that are
of the age of reason, because in-
fants are incapable of binding
themselyes, and it is altogether
uncertain whether, in future years,
they will pe saints or sinners.”

These societies were greatly
augmented by emigrants. From
Spain, Germany, and other prov-
inces, Baptist flocked into Holland
to enjoy the privileges of Chris-
tian  communion. The views,
however, of a body composed of

puritan communities continued to
flourish (A.D. 320) until the fifth

BAPTISTS IN PIEDMONT
We have no early records of

eentury, when they were driven these people. 'They were at first,
into obscurity. as religionists, called Credenti,
The patience manifested under believers. They differed from the
ieruel measures gave rise fo the old Vaudois of Spain, in the ad-
gognomen Paterines (A.D. 455), mission of penitents after apos-
ie., patient sufferers, in which {asy, in having elders, in having
name they glorvied (Acts 5:41). a creed, and in being all trinitar-
These afflicted people were great- ians; but in every other respect
Iy encouraged by the Paulician they were substantially the same
Baptists, who very early came in religious sentiments as the Pur-
into Italy. The Paterines and Paul- itans of Italy, the Paulicians, the
icians- agreed in religious duties, Paterines, and the Albigenses.
and their united exertion increased They administered immersion to
their churches greatly (A.D. 1030). believers only, and for rebaptizing
They were additionally strength- were called Anabaptists; they re-
ened and enlarged by Gundulph, sembled closely the modern Dutch
whose followers were very num- Baptists. '
ercus in several provinces; and The Waldenses or Lyonists in
}h}: Arnold of Brescia, a bold re- these valleys were buk few, com-
former, who appeared publicly pared with the Baptists in other
against popery (A.D. 1110), and kingdoms. After holding the truth
was  followed and admired by consistently for ages against
niany disciples. Rome, they were comprehended
fhe Italian Baptist churches, af the Reformation in Calvin's and
during : the tenth land eleventh Luther’s churches.

centuries, sent out so many of BAPTISTS IN GERMANY

their teachers into other king- : . :
doms, as almost to inundate the Tue Pious people of this empire
Buropean provinces (Mosheim). Were, at an early period, called
The body of these Paterines con- Begherds, ie, earnest in prayer.
tinved in Italy till the Reforma- T0ieY were the same class of per-
tion (A.D. 1520), under the name SO0, Who in other countries were
of Waldenses. named Waldenses. In B(zhemxa
and Moravia they had extensive
BAPTISTS IN FRANCE establishments of a religious char-
AND SPAIN acter' wmch mamtained a hlgh
Al an early period these king- reputation for ages. The same
doms were blessed with the gos- sort of people abounded in Poland
pel. “In the third century, divers (A/D. 1150), The Begherds had
“holy men (Novatianists) planted no separate opjer of priests; they
churches at Toulouse, Tours, Paris, reguired all candidates to profess
Clermont, and in other cities and their faith pefore baptism, and
towns (A.D. 254). In the fifth proselytes they immersed anew

century (A.D. 430), these apos- in water (Wall).

tolic churches were encouraged In 1315 ‘ .

- % ' v , a learned
and enlarged by emigrants from and ggh?niuz'aﬁouﬁ;g raised up
(l(’.‘;'l’nal'fy: ’Goths, Goodmen, or and became chiof ’of the Begherds
Vandal':s, who settled. .at Lyons on the Rhine H agreed with the
and Vienne, and originated the Waldenses ix; efiaigus views and
Vaudois. s relig

: e : practice; ang {from him they were

The Vaudois were a people who called Lollapgs, His labors on thq

- sought freedom (A.D. 500), and : | EpEe
the Pyrenean Mountains afforded ﬁ:&?ﬁ; a;lg £ E nglapdiwess &%
Ssed.

them a refuge. Here dissenters
lived in thousands and tens of @ Bohemjy nhis brethren were
thousands, all free. “The churches 309 and i, Germany 24,000.
in Spain in early times,” says MANY With Lyjjard suffered death
Mr. Allix, “always united with L°F denying gy, sacraments of the
those of south of France.” Dis- Ccaurch. Pegple holding tenacious-
senters went under various names - € Sentiments of the Baptists
in Spain, and here they were in- "Cre foundiy almost every country
numerable (Robinson). All re- % Europs gy -neim). Luthe'r‘s
ligious parties baptized penitents 2PPearing b{ought them info view
by immersion; they also reim- her'mgthe Reformation.
mersed proselytes. The Vaudois In Luthep'g psence, Carlostadt,
of Spain resembled closely the OR€ of tha te? - mers, began the
Donatists of Africa. reform Churq,k:,);-.rch’aptiZinf:’- The
In/A.D. 729, many thousands of PriCes of &‘cmpiyc disapprov-
these Baptists emigrated over the '8 Of thig = . ceeding, Luther
Pyrenees, from the Spanish to the "0 againsh:wbaptism, and dis-
French foot of the mountains, and buted. with _&;\tists all over the
€mpire,

The defici;;,_, of argument was
AMBYY ma e, be the edge of the
oword (A 1535). Dreadful
ﬁaughtetﬁni‘ed hoth of men and

CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS

CHECK OUT OUR FINE LINE OF CHRISTIAN GREETING
CARDS. We have just added a number of new selections
to the.oues which we had. Also, check the prices of our
cards in comparison with what you would pay for individual
cards. You will find that our prices can save you money.
We consider these to be some of the most beautiful cards
available today.

'_I'OUCH OF NATURE — The serenity of the great outdoors
is captured in these beautiful photocards. Each full color
photo is set against a soft pastel border and each has a
warm greeting inside. Sixteen cards, envelopes, six different
designs. Available in AIl Occasion, All Birthday, All Get
Well, all with Seripture text ______________8s°° = $1.50

BIBLE GREETINGS — Brighten someone’s day by sending
them one of these cheery, colorful cards with heartwarming
verse and Scripture text. The 6% x 4% inch single fold cards
come in 6 different designs, 18 cards per box. Available in
All Occasion, Birthday, and Get Well ___________________ $2.00

BABY CONGRATULATIONS — Bright and cheerful pictures
‘make these cards perfect to send to the proud parents. of
that new bundle of joy. Warm messages of congratulations
express your sentiments in the 4x634 inch single fold cards.
The cards come in 5 different designs, 10 cards per box, with
Scrplureitextame sty el Sl ey T '.$1.25

MASCULINE — Bold, color photography highlights these
c.ardsZ just right for sending to the man in your life. The
sxmghcity and sincerity of the greeting will express your
sentiments in a personal way. The 4x6% inch single fold
cargls come in 5 different designs, 10 cards per box, with
Scripture text. Available in Birthday and Get Well ______ $1.25

BOUQUETS AND BASKETS — Sunny greetings are relayed
to friends and loved ones when you send these cards.
Decorated with raised baskets of brightly colored flowers,
’.che inner messages are friendly and cheerful. The 6%x63%
inch French fold cards come in 5 different designs, 17 cards

per box with Scripture text. Available in Birthday, Get Well,
andSAHEOceasionPEa S NN $2.50

REGAL ROSE§ — The eye-catching roses of these cards are
so_vividly deplcted. that they appear to be real. And the
meaningful verse within amply conveys your feelings to those
you care about. The 4x7 inch single fold cards come in 6
different designs, 18 cards per box with Scripture text.
Available in Birthday, Get Well, and A Occasion —----- $2.00

DELUXE FLORAL§ = Beautiful fyll.color floral arrange-
ments 9f roses, daisies, etc., on g black background with
appropriate verse and Scripture text, Sixteen single fold

cards, 5x7 inch, six different des; i in Birthda
Get Well, and All Oceasion -_____g_n_s_' Avml?]_)}?_il}__.l_l__$2.go,

SYMPATHY CARDS — Assorted with appropriate sentiments

and Scripture text. Box of G TP i it
SEvelopert e 1 2 six gifferent dcsh‘»’“f: ‘;’.‘5’

FAITHFUL GREETINGS — Soff, pastel beauty of full-
color arbwork sets a reverent tone for the sincere greetings
expressed in verse and Scripture text. pox of 12, six different
designs, with envelopes. Get Well o APTTRERE $1.50

CfHSleTtIA‘N CREETINGS — Dejicate ,rtwork and a verse
of Scripture combine to make these capgs truly heart warming.

Box of 16, six different dos] ~ i '
Get Well and Birthday -«I%II_S_,_thh g vclon f\—‘i?il'ablscl;l;

TH?UGHTF(}JL. GREETINGS _ Beaytiful pictures inside a
circle on a delicately embosseq card with appropriate verses

and Scripture text. Box of 18 i 51
: : ; : srent designs,
with envelopes. All Occasion cs,llfl;’ eight e $2.00

LITt'II'LE NlFT!_ES — Just perfect foy ¢, qing to the little ones
(())Ifl s1;10aslcl zl[;ie]fiml OScaSmns_ Parchmept paper with pictures
ren drawn and ooy the beauty

: d i re enhance the beauts
of these cards. With appropriate V(iyt;(()a and Scripture text,

the box contains 16 cards with o . - all
occasions, with envelopes __l_l}] R fferent designs f?;1-25

ORDER FROM

Calvary Baptist Chuych Bookstore
P.0. BOX 910 ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101
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materials so various, were too
discordant to permit its members
to be long united; the subject of
discipline occasioned a separation,
and the Mennonites were divided
into two classes distinguished by
the terms “moderate’” and ‘‘rigid.”
Among those who became conspic-
uous was David-George; after his
decease, his followers were formed
(A.D. 1544) into the KFamily of
Love by a person of the name of
Nichols, whose zeal disturbed the
continent and England.

Menno, after twenty-five years
of incessant and harassing labor,
in travelling with his family from
kmgdom to kingdom, was received
to his rest and reward in 1561,
and was succeeded by Theodoric.
The Mennonite brethren received
the commendations of Commen-
ius Scultetus, Beza, Copenberg,
Cassander, Erasmus, Heyden, Coc-
ceius, Hosius, and others.

A few years after Menno’s death,
the strict discipline of some of
these churches declined, and their
sentiments changed (AD. 1572).-
Faustus Socinus, the founder of
Socinienism, succeeded, in Poland,
in becoming a member of a Bap-
tist church without baptism, and
the pernicious example (A.D.
1577) of this church was followed
by others. In 1619, Socinian views
30 prevailed, as to raise the ex-
tensive community of the Colle-
giants.

“All were admitted to the com-
munion of this sect who acknowi-
edged the divinity of the Holy
Scriplures, without regard to the
nature of Christ and the truths
of Chvristianity’”’ (Mosheim). Bap-
tism was administered agreeable
to the candidate’s views, and the
society cemprehended persons of
all scntiments, who professed
themselves Christians.

The long debates between the
Mennonite brethren were brought
to a close in 1630 by mutual asso-
ciation. In 1637, the Uckewallists
endeavored to restore the Baptists
to Menno’s order and discipline.
By the preaching of Haan, the
Waterlandians were led to em-
brace the wide views of Arminius,
and to deny justification by faith
aione (A.D. 1670). The number
of persons who at this time passed
under the name of Anabaptists on
the continent is beyond calcula-
tion (Brandt). The Mennonites,
as a whole, were now scarcely
better than state professors; but
the Uckewallists and Apostoolists
still maintained a primitive sim-
plicity.

During the seventeenth century
the . Mennonites were very greatly
diminished: and during the eigh-
tcenth were almost swallowed up
by worldly or heretical societies.
Efforts on the part of the English
hrethren to revive the Mennonite
churches have proved of no spirit-
ua! service. They appeared indif-
ferent to all missionary efforts,
though they abound in wealth,
learning, and talent (A.D. 1820).
They amounted in 1820, to 30,000,
but are every year lessening in
number.

Other Baptist churches, sound in
faith, and strict in discipline, have
recently been planted in various
parts of the continent, and, thoughk
they have had to meet with much
opposition, prove, by their pa-
tience, continuance in well-doing,
and the success which attends
them, that God is with them of a
truth,

(Taken from a tract put out by
{he Baptist Tract Society in 1842).







