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that he give the reasons why he corded, says of Himself: “I am he g
believed the word “ecclesia” in that liveth and was dead, and be-
Matthew 16:18 meant a local as- hold I am alive for evermore, and
sembly. Elder Eaton replied: have the keys of hell and of
We have seven reasons, but here death.” Again, in Revelation 22:-
e will fake space for only three, 16, we read: “I Jesus, have sent
‘ Iy NINe angoledendaatinmniotros
; : = W, itass 22mgs i fhe churehes?” Cer-
BN calnly beie Megclesia” means the
/;’ locat"assembly.

{ “Thus in every one of the 21 in-
| stances in which Christ uses the
word “‘ecclesia’ there can be no
| question that He meant the local
| assembly. The probabilities, there-
| fore, are twenty-one to nothing that
He meant Joeal assembly in Mat-
thew 16:18—the Pbassage which, for
/ the sake of the argument, we set
' aside as doubtful. A probability of
* O\ twenty-one vo nothing is a cervain:
| W. Henct, it is certain that Christ : = o

| meant the local assembly when He ©Only one He did speak of, 1S the

| S8 Onhis rock 1 will huilg my ¢hurch He promiseq to buildy
church 22 “These are three of our ve

i

! asong
'd. Chrict : ] each one of which, by itself, y
\0":‘?50(\h‘;15t’ N Matthew 16:18, think is decisive. 'We have {0\\7‘?
pro ° build His church, others we will not
which certain) 3

now givo. ‘A

His ‘heart! “ey was very dear to three-fold cord is not easily brok.

SV =¥ : did not promise to oo
build but thig S T 5
T. T. EATON any‘t‘};ling }dse fhan geﬁlcoc?ledali 71()(:1[0(1 2 X EURG e
sembly thén we have e :
sult, viz:' W m*m}x:f\‘:&\ &\‘;‘S\x\:\i\ A. C. Dayton (1813-186
“Ist. It is conceded that, accord- His  church and then
ing to the usage of classic Greek, m a d e“ l.hc slightest
the word “ecclesia’ means a local to it afterwards; “But, Mr. Courtney,” said the
assembly. It is also conceded that on the sul)]e.ct of church l\\'cngy-onc strange lady, “let me ask you if
k=i means the same thing accqrd- times, He, in every case, 1'9101'1‘0(1 the advocates of provincial and na-
ing to the usage of the Septuagint, 10 something entirely d’”""ﬁ‘“t tional and other assoecj ated
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3 t ia'n and editor of the WEST- delphia Confession says, ‘The cath-
LS RECORDER AND FORD’S olic church or wuniversal church
ERN id: consists of the whole number of the
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called Apostle’s creed. But while {he ordinances of the gos.pel.’ Thus
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“with exceeding joy.” He will be change occu.rred in it till at length spmt’ who:s‘c operation is as
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f His heart from eternity, for whose lieve in the Holy Catholic Church. .“What is ‘1hcre mltu.s r"“tbable
| sake He came into the world and  ““The word is for the first time bling a posxllv&}:{x) real, aav;rc:mbly
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Him (John 14:1-3; T Thess. 4:17). op (pastor) shall be seen let the POSI’I‘ORY‘,' c‘pcern&wiiqt pa.stor,
Those who have received Christ people also be, as where Jesus D. _\‘N.msa&uoncB T e atani
 and loved Him though unseen, Christ is, there is the ca th 0-1 = (:0“}\"\.)‘:)1_ books in the 1800's, said:
and served Him at a foss and haz- cnurch! Here it is evident it is a author : o et
ard of . Wil be 9lad to see Him yeal assembly, a local church, the “The quostlon hel : o
n 20 His glory and royalty. How one body with its pastor worship- what sense is the church on ea
happy Wwill be their hearts when ing at Smyrna, to which he refers. one church? I answer, in 1o s.‘cnse
they hear Him say, “Come, ye 1t was not a universal or supposed at all. The churches may In s‘(?lne
. blessed of my Father, inherit the assembly, or the churches in Asia figurative sense make up one
kingdom prepared for you from Minor, or the aggregate of be- body,”” of which in some figurative
the foundation of the world" (Matt. lievers; but the one rea] assembly sense Christ is ‘“head.” But the
25:34). or church. But it soon obtained a jdea of a universal-church is 1
Jesus Christ solemnly promised different meaning. The churches, contradiction in terms. Whg c\‘;ﬁl
,to own before the angels and His as the apostles called them, were saw this churcl_l um.ve_rsall; V h0
Father in Heaven every person- made or conceived to be one ever attended its sittings? \Vg
who confesses Him before men as church—the church; and thus re- were its officers? Wl}at did it d?{ ?
the Messiah and Saviour. But He ceived the name catholic. Words The New Testament md.ce(l' spea (Sl
also solemnly promised to disown govern things, and the word cath- of the church as an mstltl.ltlon,‘ th
all who fail to confess Him as Olic hasbeen a governing, a mis- discusses its duties. But it has no(1
Messiah and Saviour. ““But whoso- leading word, prolific of soul-ruin- jn mind any great body COIlT)IIJO‘Sef
ever shall deny me before men, ing error, and of terrible oppres- of all who were ever mem ersﬂ(l)
him will | also deny before my sion. churches. When we dlscu‘s.srht (;
Father which is in Heaven’” (Matt.  “The term catholic is affixed to question of the power or right o

10:33). ““But he that denieth me be- some of the epistles as P eter, (Continued on page 5, column 3)
fore men shall be denied before

the angels of God” (Luke 12:9). #
To deny Christ before men
is to refuse to give Him rev-
erence, trust, obedience, and love
Ig{d], He claims. All wha. deny

TISL Will be accused by Him of
all their faults and told to depart
into Hell. He will not own them as
His servant who would not own
Him for their Master.

Have you confessed Christ be-
fore men? Or is your soul unjusti-
fied, unsanctified, unpardoned by
the blood of Jesus and by the
Spirit of God? Have you washed
your robe and made it white in the
blood of the Lamb? May it please
the Lord to convict you of sin and
tause you to cry out, “Oh, wash
me with Thy blood, clothe me with
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