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*Qur Baptist Heritage—

%The First Baptist Church In America

BY KENNETH TATUM
HILLCREST BAPTIST CHURCH
WYNNEWOOD, OKLAHOMA

While the unabiased student of
scripture and history will conclude
that true local New Testament
churches have existed since the days
of Christ on earth, others either
take for granted, or are ignorant of
Baptist beginnings in America. Secu-
lar history - such as may be found

historians say that the Baptist move-

teryle—reliable=writhesses=—thougly -

tory’s reliable witnesses, though
mpffed by prejedice, speak other-
wise.
ROGER WILLIAMS
Roger Williams, championed as
the first Asserter of Liberty of
Conscience’” and credited as founder

és,

of the so-called “’First Church in
Rhode Island and the First Baptist
Church in America,”” was born July
24, 1600 at Cornwall, England. As
it was the religious affiliation of his
parents, Roger Williams in infancy
was confirmed into the Episcopal
Church. Early in life it is said of
Williams that he came to know
“Christ as his personal Saviour.”
Religious intolerance held a heavy
hand over Williams’ mother country
and in pursuit of religious freedom
he and his wife Mary came to the
new country we know today as our
beloved America. Ordained to the
ministry of the established state
church in Salem, continuing con-
troversy with the Episcopal Church
eventually led to his expulsion from
the colony.
MOVES TO PROVIDENCE

In the wake of the expulsion of
Roger Williams from the church of
his infancy, Williams relocated at a
place now known as Providence,
Rhode Island. Others from the Ply-

} mouth colony joined Williamsand a

this setting at Providence where Wil-
liams, during March, 1639, influ-
enced a number of followers to en-
gage in the organization of a church|
One of these followers, Ezekiel Hol-
liman, himself without scriptural
baptism, immersed Williams in wa-
ter, and Williams in turn immersed
eleven others as a formation of g
local congregation.

Roger Williams nor his foliow.-
ers, although credited as beginning
the first Baptist church in America
never had true Baptist baptism and
the church at Providence soon
ceased to function. Williams lived
forty years after the organization.
Reliable historians say that he never
united with a Baptist church or at.
tended any Baptist church for the
remainder of his life,

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

ADVOCATE

The late renowned Dr. Samuel
Adlam, who is listed as the 13th
pastor of the First Baptist Church at
Newport, Rhode Island (1849-1864)
wrote of Roger Williams: |t s

greatly to be regretted that it ever
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