LI 724 P e s

HISTORY OF BAPTISTS
IN TENNESSEE

WILLIAM CATHCART ized churches.
(1826-1908) X They generally settled on farms
Tennessee is naturally ’divided and made their support by tilling

into three sections by the Cumber-
land Mountains and the Tennessee
River, both of which cross the
State north and south, known as
East, Middle, and West Tennes-
see, and in this order they were
originally settled. The people in
these divisions have always been
as distinct in their pursuits and
interests, and in their social and
religious intercourse, as if they
lived in different and distant
States. In sketching the history of 7
the Baptists it will therefore in
some measure be necessary to fol-
low this order, though sometimes
their proceedings will appear §
' blended.

EAST TENNESSEE
Some of the northeastern coun-
ties of this section began to he
occupiccl previous to 1770, and
among the settlersuuthonemmmemsem————
some Baptists, emigrants from
North Caro.ina and Virginia. The
country at this time was a wilder-
ness infested with wild beasts, and
the seitlers were subject to' mur-
derous incursions from hostile In-
dians. Though the Baptists do not
seem to have been numerous, they
were among the first, if not the
first, to proelaim the gospel 1in
Tennessee territory. ]
iIn 1781, they had six organized
churches holding associated rela-
tions with an Association in North
Carolina. These, with one or two
others, were formed into the Hol-
ston Association in 1786. Among
the pioneer ministers at this time
in the country, and through whose
labors the Baptist denomination
was established, may be mention-
ed James Keel, Thomas Murrell,
Matthew Talbot, Isaac Barton,
William Murphy, and John Chas-
tine from Virginia, and Tidence
Lane, Jonathan Mulky, and Wil-
liam Reno from Novth Carolina.
These ministers brought with them
many of their brethren, and in one
or more jnstances regular organ-
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the soil or teaching school, and
preached on Sundays or at night
(Continued on page 3, column 1)
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(Continued from page one)
in private houses and in school-
houses, or in crude buildings im-
provised for worship, and some-
times under the shade of trees.
They were pious, thoroughly read
in the Scriptures, and gave evi-
dence that “they had been with
Jesus.’”” They lived among the peo-
ple who heard their messages
gladly, and the pleasure of the
Lord prospered in their hands.

According to Asplund’s “Regis-
ter” for 1790, the Holston Associa-
tion had a membership of 839
members, and by the beginning
of the next decade they had in-
creased to 87 churches and 2,500
members, keeping pace with the
increasing population of the coun-
{ry. In 1802 the Tennessee Associ-
ation was formed in a central ter-
rifory immediately surrounding
Knoxville, the capital of the new
State, Some of the ministers con-
nected with this organization were
Duke Kimbrough, Elijah Rogess,
Joshua Frost, Amos Hardin, Dan-
-iel Layman, William Bellew.

In 1817 it sent out a colony of
twelve churches and as many min-
isters to form the Powell’s Valley
Association. And again, in 1822
another colony east of the Ten-
nessee River was organized of ten
churches, which increased its
membership and enlarged its ter-
ritory until 1830, when it divided

and formed the Sweet Water As-

sociation, with 17 churches and
1,100 members.

The year 1833 may be regarded

as the beginning of a new era

in the history and progress of the
Baptists of East Tennessee, and
{he whole state as well. Up to this
{ime they had made a commend-
able progress, having maintained
internal harmony, and kept well
up with the growth of the popula-
tion; but the labor of evangelizing 2 = : . S
had heen voluntarily performed by to it $15,000, the interest of which

to unite the churches on a GenS
Convention, when the East Tenn
see hrethren withdrew and organ-
ized the General Association of
East Tennessee.
The leading ministers engaged
in this enterprise were Samuel
Love, James Kennon, Elijah ng-
ers, Charles and Richard H. '.l‘a"lla-
ferro, Robert Sneed, and lellalp
Bellew. This movement, while it
caused the secession of a few
thousands of anti-mission Baptizts,
imparted new life to the g}'cat
body of the churches, and inspired
the ministry with a fresh zeal,
which gave increased momentum
to denominational progress.
In 1847, the Baptists in East
Tennessee had increased to 13,390,
and 6,573 anti-mission, or those

who stood aloof from the General |

Association, making a Baptist pop-
ulation of 19,963. In 1858 they had
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The initiative of an organization
was taken in Middle Tennessee by
Elders Garner McConnico, James
Whitsitt, and Peter S. Gayle, who
called a meeting at Mill Creek,
near Nashville, in October, 1833,
and organized a Baptist State Con-
vention. Conforming to the pecu-
liar formation of the State, the
Convention appointed three boards
{0 conduct its affairs, one in each
division of the State. This plan
continued for only a year or two,
when it was found impracticable

~

young men for the ministry, and
has done much in the general
cause of education. Eld. N. B. Go-
forth is its popular president.
There is a female College at Bris-
tol, Eld. D. C. Webster president,
which is doing a good work in the
education of young ladies. There
is also a private institution at
Tazewell under the direction of
Eld. Manard, that is accomplishing
much in the cause of education
among the Baptists. A religious

orld”” (Rom. 12:2). We are not
look like the world, talk like
t@he world, or walk like the world.
“Buft let us watch and be sober.”
Iow we need to be alert both in
_'onncclion with the coming of
*hrist and with the inroads of sin
’nlo our own lives and into the
jphurches. How easy it is to be
ulled to sleep by the Devil’s Iulla-
yes; to be blinded by his bright
lights of sin; to be distracted by
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paper, THE BAPTIST BEACON, | . co'ierteits. = Therefore we
is published at Knoxville, and sup- 0 “watch unto prayer.* )
ported chiefly by the Baptists of VERSE 7

“For they that sleep in the
night; and they that be drunken
are drunken in the night.” We are
looking at the conirast not merely !
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this section.

MIDDLE AND WEST
» TENNESSEE
The middie division of the State
began to be settled in 1780, and, S ———=
as in the eastern division, among PUBLICATIONS OF
its pioncers there were Baptists CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
and Bapfist ministers. The firstSermons on Catholicism—

chureh known to have heen form-1 John R. Gilpin 250
ed was in 1786, on Red River, Mabel Clement (C'.-”npb‘-//,;;-,-,,)m
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was instituted partly of some off pgm) =~ % e
its churches. This latter commu- C'\m\;\)'('“'\\‘m-’-us History and
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able prosperity and had also . \ ey
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of the best churches and ables

ministers in the country; but it : B. H. Cm‘m&\. Ty e b

now only a small, declining, anti- W ¢ Redeemers eI 3

mission body, a very different or- A. ‘'W. Pink come - 8.95

ganization . from - the Cumberland Baptist Church Perpetuity— !
W. A. Janvel - 895

Association, with which are con-
nected three of the Nashville
churches and the church in Clarks-
ville, of which Eld. A. D. Sears
(Continued on page 4, column 3)
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is moderator.

%) ommenced the publication of

% “BAPTIST, which he edited

Any years, by which he did
much in diffusing dinformation,
promoting harmony, and further-
ing the benevolent work of the
Convention. The paper thus start-
ed still exists, and has had a wide
circulation for thirty years, with
Eld. J. R. Graves as its editor
and proprietor. But it has been
removed from Nashville to Mem-
phis, on the western border of the
State, and THE BAPTIST RE-
FLECTOR has taken its place at
Nashville, with Elds. J. B. Chevis
and R. B. Womack -as editors and
proprietors.

East and West Tennessee hav-
ing withdrawn from the Conven-
fion and formed independent or-

anizations, the Middle Tennessee

rethren discontinued the name
and substituted for it-Gene<ral As-
sociation of Middle Tennessee, and

successful operation for five years.

It has a medical department in
Memphis. Middle Tennessee Bap-
tists have the Mary Sharpe Fe-
male College, at Winchester, which
has had for twenty-five years un-
paralleled prosperity under the
administration of Elder Z. C.
Graves.

Though West Tennessee hegan
tc be settled in 1820, and Baptist
churches and Associations were

soon after formed, their progress

is not marked with any special in-
terest until about 1833. The West
Tennessee Convention was formed
in 1835, since which the denomina-
tion has made good progress, and
has had some of the most liberal
and progressive brethren in the
State. Some of those who may he
regarded as their ablest pioneer
ministers, nearly all of whom have
passed away, are Jerry Burns,
Thomas Owen, P. S. Gayle, C. C.

afterwards North Alabama was Conner, N. G. Smith, — Collins,

added. In addition to its evangeli-
al work, the General Association, David Haliburton.

with the cooperation of the other  The West Tennessee Convention
divisions of the State, established established the Brownsville Fe-

In 1810, the Concord Association George Ndoung, SaNL K Sand

was formed, its territory embrac-
ing Nashville as its center. In

1812 there was a very general re-
vival within its wide territory, and
it had an increase of over 800 by
baptism that year. Its prosperity
continued until its territory was
ivided and the Salem formed, in
1822, with twenty-seven churches.
Among the ministers who had
borne the heat and burden of the
day up to this time may be men-
tioned Joseph Dorris, Daniel
Brown, James Whitsitt, Garner
McConnico, John Wiseman, Josh-
ua Lester, John Bond, and Jesse
Cox.

About the year 1824 the denomi-
nation, which had been harmon-
ious and prosperous, bhegan 'to
meet with reverses from interna
discord. The doctrine of election
and the extent of the atonement

at Murfreesborough Union Univer-

sity, an institution of a high order,
and, until wrecked by the exigen-
cies of the civil war, one of the
most prosperous denominational
institutions of learning in the
Southwest. Elder J. H. Eaton
had been its popular president
from its foundation until his
death, a few years before the war,
and Eld. J. M. Pendleton, now of
Upland, Pa., its excellent theolo-
gical professor.

After the war the institution was
neorganized, and it struggled on
for existence for several years,
with sunshine and clouds alter-
nately, until it was forced to sus-
pend. A Convention of Baptists of
the State was called at Murfrees-

became topics of bitter discussion,
and resulted in a division of
churches and Associations, and
two non-affiliating bodies of Bap-
tists; the seceding party were
called Separate Baptists, who built

borough in 1873 to consider what
should be done. The result which
followed the proceedings of that
Convention was its final suspen-
sion, and the establishment of the
Southwestern Baptist University,
at Jackson, in the western part of

up several flourishing Associa-}
onam e S aa SomR s
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male College, which has done a
good work in female education. In
1876 Middle and West Tennessee
dissolved their separate organiza-
tions, and with some East Tennes«
see churches again formed a
State Convention, which now gives
hope of a successful union of the
whole denomination in its mission-
ary and educational interests.
The results of the hundred years
of labor of the Baptists in the State
may be given from official docu-
ments, with a few estimates, as
follows: East Tennessee, 19 Asso-
ciations and 45,000 members; Mid-
dle Tennessee, 10 Associations and
22,000 members; West Tennessee,
7 Associations and a fraction under
20,000 members; making in the

State 87,000 regular Baptists. Be-

sides these, there are estimated

to be 8,000 anti-mission Baptists
and 20,000 colored Baptists.
COLORED BAPTISTS

1t is difficult to get correct sta-

tistics of ' the colored Baptists.
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ng community, |
three and four hundred members,

had for its pastor Philip Fall, a
talented and popular young pastor,‘
who came under the 'mﬂuepce of|
Mr. Campbell, embraced his sen-;,
timents, and carried with him the:
whole church except twelve oI
fifteen members, who adhered to
the Baptist faith. =
Mr bell’s influence W
fc*l?llﬁlox(?; noi‘ Jess throughout the
denomination in this State, result-
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ing in the loss o
and members, .
controversies gathering muc(!;
its force. This was followe

1833 by the secession of the

mission party 1
But there was compensation
these last divisions in the new
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inspired by the organization of the Iistory of the Baptists—

Baptist State Convention,
reconciliation and re union with
the Separate party, who were
quite as numerous and more in-

telligent and progressive chan the |

anti-mission people.
The few brethren who, in the
wreck of the church in Nashville,
adhered to the Baptist faith reor-
ganized, and-had Eld. P. S. Gayle
for their, pastor,hand began again
to build up. Mr. Gayle resigning
in 1833, Eld. R. B. C. Howell, of
Virginia, was called to the pas-
torate, who with enthusiasm and
zeal entered into his work, and
with such success~that within a
few years the Baptists almost re-
gained their lost ground; and from
those faithful few, as the germ,
the four flourishing churches 1
the city have grown up.
Mr. Howell also entered enthu-
fastically into the general inter-
ests of the denomination at large,

and a

' Thomas Armitage (2 vols.) 25.00
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Mhere is an increase of intelli-
gence in their preachers as they
become educated in the common
schools, access to which they now |
have all over the State. The ex-

cellent institution at Nashville un-

der the direction of Eld. Phillips,
established by the American Bap-
tist Home Mission Society, is do- §
ing much to give them an educat-
ed ministry, the beneficial results
of which are already visible. With §
their present progress, and their °
desire for improvement, their fu-
ture, religiously and as citizens,
may be regarded as decidely hope-
ful. With judicious and intelligent
leaders they will become a liberal 5
and progressive people. h
(THE BAPTIST ENCYCLOPE- 9
DIA, pp. 1140-1143, 1881 edition).
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