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History Of The Baptists
In Great Britain

X Sf’ H. ORCHARD in the principal points of Chris-
eventon, England tianity, and had also given satis
PART 1 factory proofs of pious disposi-
FROM THE FIRST AGES TO tions and upright intentions.”’
THE END OF THE 16TH The gospel is said to have made
CENTURY considerable progress in this is-

1. The church formed in Jeru- land about A.D. 167, and the
churches then planted were pre-

salem (A.D. 34) was com i
. posed of ; >

t}mse who received the Word with iggcg fo'r 3 long‘ tnxng ir(,”?] gl
elief, mersed into Christ’s L A s
name. All other churches were DI SHICC Tt
fmea ate this mote (1 Thes s ‘e il of Do (AD:
. g or. . ) T iS W Y v cletian (A.U.
parent institution, and beca;se :}ll\(; 306). While thus obnoxious to the
pattern to after ages. We have ci\:il powers, they attended their
e haliove thatptha eaxly pnvilegc§ with little pomp. BY
I‘Br%tish churches. bore a striking ggnsf;irr]:ng;)s fav_our, o7 (EImerE-
lel\?gl;z:zg;s Lo it ((in't Burgess). yorldly andsc:;g‘t]l,plan’?hcbcczm’] Y
' were admitte o, : ¢ Sentl
o tfgutto ;’sé’h ments of Pelagius rent the island
as had been provioquy instructed (AD. 315). Two divines from the
continent succeeded in reclaiming

the wanderers (A.D. 410), and
these were rebaptized in tkz river
Allen, near Chester.

Britain, about this time (440)
presented an awful state of im-
n}orality, which occasioned the
pious to retire into woods; but
this did not shelter them from the
cruelty of the barbarians. The old
corrupt professors united their
Christianity with the druidism of
the natives (Warner). Those who
retained their purity retired chief-
ly into Cornwall and Wales,
“where they kept their footing a
good while;” though it appears the
main body of the Christian church
was at this time (A.D. 550) in
Wales (Fuller).

2 This was the awful state of
things in this land, when Austin
tl}e Romish monk, reached Brity.
ain (A.D. 597). By various repre-
sentations, he succeeded in draw-
(Continued on page 5, column g)
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ing over to that chureh ten thous-
and persons, who were baptized
in the river Swale, near York, ot
Christmas Day, 598. In this busi-
ness there was no compulsion;
each one was left to act volun-
tarily.

Austin sent into Wales to the
original pastors and churches, but,
after conferences with him, they
declined his proposal “to baptize
young children,” (rather minors).
In less than two years (A.D. 602),
many of the Welsh churches,
which had maintained their apos-
tolic character, were destroyed by
military_ force. A fierce contro-
versy followed, not as 10 doctrine,

. but baptism, between the ancient

British Christians, and Augustine’s
converts, which lasted about a
century. This debate was not on
the number of immersions, since
one or three dipping were equal-
ly valid at Rome (Du Pin); not on
the mode, because all immersed
in rivers, ponds, etc.; but on the
subjects.

At this period, A.D. 600, bap-
tism in the Roman church had
descended to minors of seven
years of age (all minors were call-
ed infants, Mabillion), where it
stayed for centuries (Robinson).
Conformity to this custom was re-
quired, and refused. The ancient
British ‘church did not practice _
immersion of minors (Ency. Met-
ropol.). Their conformity to the
“mother church,” Acts 2:41, for-
bade it.

Neither Constantine the Great,
who was born in Britain, was hap-
tized in childhood, though his
mother Helena was a zealous
Christian, and his father favour-
able to Christianity; if not a pro-
fessor of it; nor were Sexted and
Seward, sons of Sehert, ihe Chris-
tian king of the East Saxons.
«Men were first to .be instructed
into the knowledge of the truth,’”
says Bede, ‘‘then to be baptized,
as Christ hath taught, because
without faith it is impossible to
please God.”

In the first baptisms of Austin,
none were compelled, but the mul-
titude was with faith to go into
the water two-and-two, and, in
the name of the Trinity, to dip
one another (Camden). Bede’s his-
tory of the finst baptism in Eng-
land is an exact counterpart of
the histories of baptisms in the
East; the first teachers made dis-
ciples, and immersed in rivers or
the sea. There is no proof in Gil-
das or Bede of infant baptism for
the first six centuries.

One of the first references to the
rite, A.D. 680, states, that the in-
fant brought to the church was
asked if Sergius was his father;
the infant (minor) said No (Fa-
bian). Only two synods out of sev-
enty-nine refer to the rite. The
council of Nice made 1o refer-
ence to it; while later councils
were full of it. But to end this
controv a made a law, re-

Sy column 4).




ily, and the little he had given to
the Lord’s work, The pastor came
to his bedside to comfort him.
The pastor said, ‘“You have given
as much to the church as any
other member, and after all, we
everyone arpe unprofitable serv-
ants.”

But the memper found no peace
in his pastor’s words, and as his
end drew near he took the pastor
by the hand, and said, “I am 850
ing to the judge, and I am unpre-
pared to meet him—you have bheen
unfaithful to me. For years 1 have
lived and have taught my family
to live mostly for the world. We
have denied ourselves nothing, but
spent great sums on personal com-
forts, luxuries, and pleasure. When
I gave those tens and twenties to
the church, they should have at
least been fifties and hundreds.
My energy, time and money have
been devoted to self-pleasing, and
now I must give an account of my
stewardship to the eternal and in-
fallible Judge. Pastor, I am be-
yond recovery, do what you can
to warn other professors who are
in the same current self-indul-
gence, which is carrying them to
utter destruction.”

God says to His pastors, I have
set thee 'a watchman . } . there-
fore thou shalt hear the word at
imy mouth, and warn them for me.
When | say unto the wicked, O
wicked iman, thou shalt surely die;
if thou dost not speak to warn the
wicked from his way, that wicked
'man shall die in his iniquity; but
his blood will I require lat thine
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked on his way to turn from

Pastor Responsible

(Continued from page five)
discipline required by the military,
but many a soldier: has ‘learned
that submission thereto enhanced
their safety in the time of battle.

Satan hates the N.T. Baptist pas-
tor more than he hates any other
Christian, for he holds the highest
rank in the army of the living God.
In ancient warfare there were men
especially purposedly trained fto
kill the captain or leader of the
opposing forces. They knew if they
could kill the chief officer, it
would have a demoralizing effect
on the enemy, usually resulting
in a rout and sure victory. The
devil employs the same tactics in
his war against the Lord’s church-
aS.

Satan has his spiritual sharp-
shooters, and they have adjusted
their scopes, and focused them on
the Lord’s undershepherds. Our
adversary, the Devil, walks about
like a roaring lion, and he knows
if he can devour the shepherd, the
sheep will become easy prey. The
chief reason Satan singles out the
pastor as the primary object of
his hatred is not because the pas-
tor is necessarily a better Chris-
tian (the church tolerates good
members, but nothing less than
the best satisfies God), but that
he has been charged by God with
the care of the church (I Tim. 3:
5). And the wise pastor knows that
the church’s security is the Dev-
il’s opportunity.

The Devil is too wise to use Ar-
minianism or ecumenism in a
frontal attack against the Lord’s
churches.. He knows they would be
quickly and emphatically repulsed.
So, what he does is: dress up one
of his agents in sheep’s clothing
and infiltrate the flock. Christ
warned against this satanic meth-
od saying, “Beware of false prop-
hets, which come fto you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves’” (Mt. 7:15). The
wolf cannot long-restrain his na-
ture, and there will soon be in mo-
tion a plan to tear the church
apart. The command to the pas-
tor is: . . . rebuke them sharply”
(Titus 1:13), and the command to
the church is: . . . nofe that man
and have no company with him”’
(II Thess. 3:14). Satan has an
army of highly trained church sab-
oteurs, and the pastor is ever
to be on the watch for them to
expose them before they can light
the fuse which leads to the de-
struetion of the church. More ships
are lost at sea from internal prob-
lems than from the external ele- -
ments, and we are living in an
era when more churches are de-
stroyed by internal strife than by
external persecution.

1Byt if ye bi‘e and devour one
another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another” (Gal.
5:15). It is the pastor’s responsib-

.
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thou hast delivered thy soul”
(Ezek, 33:7-9). ’
So, if the pastor will live Godly,
preach the truth without fear or|
favor, and defend the church at'l
the peril of his own life, he willl
hear his Lord say unto him a7
the end of the journey, ‘“Well done
thou good and faithful servant’
(Mt. 25:20). /
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the Baptists — replied in a work

THE BEST.” He thus expresses
the sentiments of the Baptists of
that day, and their reasons for
separating from the Pedobaptists:
“Be it known, therefore, to all the
separation, that we account them
in respect of their constitution to
be as very a harlot as either her
mother England or her grand-
mother Rome is, out of whose loins
she came. The true constitution
of a church is of a new creaturé
baptized into the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost: the false constitution
is of infants baptized,” ete.

7. The misrepresentations by
which the Pedobaptists assailed

ility to stand uncompromisingly the sentiments of the Baptists at
against every person and thing this period (1610) in reference to

that would in any measure injure
the church. One pastor said he
wrote sermons out in manuscript
form, read them over, and if there
was anything in the sermon which
would offend any of his parishion-
ers, he struck it out. A pastor
should strike out everything which
does not glorify God, and he should
leave in everything that will edify
the church no matter how offen-
sive it may be to some member.
#The fear of man bringeth a
snare; bul whoso putteth his trust
in the lLerd shall be safe’ (Prov.
29:25). A ministry designed fo
please men excludes the favor of
God (Gal. 1:10).

The story is told of a pastor who
had in his congregation a member
who was very wealthy, and l'h_c
pastor compromised some of his

+ convictions in order to court and

infant salvation were well calcu-
lated to prejudice their cause. The
Mennonite brethren, or family of
love, who had for half a century
maintained their position in the
kingdom, memorialized the king
on these misrepresentations, hop-
ing, from his inaugural declara-
tion, to obtain protcction; but their
prayer was disregarded, and their
situation became increasingly crit-
ical.

Mr. Wightman, a Baptist, was
convicted of divers heresies, Dec.
14, 1611, and was burnt soon after.
The first and the last martyrs in
England were Baptists. Some of
them now emigrated to America,
and honourable mention is made
of them in that land.

Mr. Smyth and his brethren
were the first to publish a work
against persecution. It was en-

kecp the favor of the wealthy 4igeq, “PERSECUTION JUDGED
member. The member came down AND CONDEMNED.” This book

with a terminal illness and he be-
gan to reflect upon his past life.
He thought of the large sums O
money he had spent on his fam-

was dedicated to all that truly
wish Jerusalem’s prosperity and
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it; if he do not turn from his way,|

he shall die in his iniquity; but| OF

The puritan party now possessed
considerable strength and influ-
ence among the representatives of
the people. This circumstance
however, did not aid the Baptists:
and their difficulties led many to
seek asylum abroad (1630). Among
these was Mr. Roger Williams,
who raised a Baptist church in
Rhode Island, and by a disinter-
ested example exhibited the first
pattern of religious and civil lib-
erty to the surrounding nations.

Society in England became now
very unsettled, and to this state
of things the religious controver-
sies contributed. Among the works
which issued from the press were
various treatises on dipping and
pouring in baptism. The investi-
gation caused the sentiments of
the Baptists to become widely dif-
fused; and many Pedobaptists tg

the
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'of
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united with their churches, which/ OF PERSECUTION
—were formed on the principle that CAUSE OF CONSCIENCE.” Span-
unity of view is essential to gospel heim sent forth his
der. These communities were WARNED B i
WOES.” Considera
tion (1633); and their sufferings, fort was now
with those of the nonconformists the Bapfists. Their enemies sought
general, roused the nation to parliamentary
e abolition of episcopacy and the prevailing &
which oversprea
The government
Baptists in the army from prea
ng and baptizing.

To meet these orders, and count-

icalled to experience much opposi-

in
th
the monarchy.

9. The confused state of the na-
tion permitted the Baptists to pro-
pagate their religious sentiments i
with some freedom (1640). The

| .cessation of the privileges of Epis- era
cagalians allowed some and led Baptists sent forth a contession of
OlNErs L0 SXamine fhe TWord of God  Dneis Tl Tnd Frachss, addzessed
themselves; and a degree of Mght o parhament, wWilh swieen TOAMS-
fer's signatures.
ed by Blackwood's “STORM OF
entitled, ‘THE CHARACTER OF tered truth greatly increased the ANTI-CHRIST.” The Baptists ex-

broke upon the people only then
enjoyed. A dissemination of unfet-

Baptist communities. Some of

their ministers are spoken of as of the land. “Persons of this per-
men of learning and respectabil- suasion
preaching, praying,
Their popularity drew forth men’’
and sentiments
by parliament (1647), and a decla-
=

It is acknowledged that a feature
of sanctity at this time appeared
among all classes in the nation.

ity, even by their enemies.

many severe pamphlets (1641)
from those who had no other weap-
on to wield. They defended them-
selves in a work entitled, “A
TREATISE ON DIPPING.” Other
publications followed, and the
scriptural doctrine of believers’
immersion took deep hold of the
minds of the English people. The

ordinance was openly proclaimed

and openly administered. This sue-

cess oalled for the Pedobaptists;

public discussions between Chris-

tian ministers on the mode and

subjects of baptism continued for

years, which very much increased

the Baptist brethren.

To confirm converts in their
seriptural views, and convince th
public of the reasonableness
their ddetrines and practice,
London churches put forth a con-

in

———

MARTYRS MIRROR
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THIELEMAN J.yVAN BRAGHT
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This book was first printed in th
Dutch language in 1660. It was tran g
lated into English in 1745, The bos;-(
contains over 1,000 pages and f?‘
of over 4,011 people who died q n g
tyr's death for their faith. s

The book is what it clai
“The story of fifteen cer?:i,»:(? be:
Christian martyrdom from the ﬁnS 2
QR ONA D1 660 2 Ihionght . OF
called “The Book of Baptist Marto,r s

All of those who are imcrestr\-ldsi
Baptist church history will \,jm;t 40
purchase this great book. It js Wp\t

3abylon’s destruction. It is well bound and neat in appearance
written: it mentions the long and . A
harassing sufferings which the
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on removing the Baptists
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Baptists, Great Britain

(Continued from page seven)
Picards, Waldenses, they were they
now called Lollards
There had appe
up to this time
ty--good -men,
gospel, SO that the soil was pre- ments;
pared for after re

ared in England, tween
(1340), about twen- the Baptists
preachers of the tunity to make

formers (Mack-

The Baptists now adopted a plan
written senti-
ments against popery in the way yea,
of members of the houses of parl-
jament. At this period (1350), a
treatise was published, evidently Scriptures
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churches, all the

equal; each could preach, bap- 3 i

tize, and break bread. They were fie'at ; ad flme and Henry’s ‘“Though driven

united in_opinion a5 SLC mal o nisb® -Seventymed’ burned, or Brandt says, “1he Anabaptists cott
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ed, and hecame
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blam, who declared, g most general pardon of 1550 again ex- Scultetus, Beza, C\oppenberg, b
T ulfy helieve that the sacra- cep’ted the Baptists; the churches sander ‘Heyden, T ed:
church are in Kentwere disturbed, and some  ceius, ’Bp. Burnet, D. Wal ¢
Haweis, DrI. Lingard, abv
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necessary to all C
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yrdinance’’ (Bale),
¢or his religious S€
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were encouraged;

They now abounded; more than
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they coveréed all England.
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id to ﬁve.n five hundred _Were any injury; that all ought to be
S 1 ,a}nd’ as books did not pious, and live holy lives; there-
answe? the intended purpose, 2 fore I see nothing of evil in thex,
commlsswn was entrusted to Cran- They use yea and nay in the I

hefore Luther?

¢ Baptist senti-
le-men increas-
dangerous to the

eminent men suffered.

hristian believ-
James Mackintosh.

g. On Queen Mary’s accession

4 according to thedthrtt;:le, all statutes in fa-  (Taken from 2 tract D' ‘eny
vour ne Protestant religion : o Col
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sed, to use Calvin's language,
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s first instruction and
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ntiments and 1ists
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anti-s‘criptural. od — That it orig-
inated with popery; and 34 — That
Christ commanded teaching to 89
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encourage
where (1534)5
with foreigner
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k of the Tollards,

iand their prethren, comm
g of every senti- part out ©
into England to e twenty-one days. The greater por-
and strengthen frue tion of them obscured their senti-
ments  (1560). Foreigners heing
entitled tolerated in England, The Family
(Mennonite Baptists)

£ her kingdom within

“'?h:‘}é)um of the Seriptures” Was of Lo Ve,
examined DY the archbishops he godkéd hither and spread them-
3 ho ciret selves wonderfully (Fuller). Their
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After the o sere
i \.Vfgjsy,\“!ggaen Saé:)pted. %Tbeir
\k‘;\&ns were exhibited in the up-
Ly house (1537), and articles
l.amed for the regulation of ana-
aptisn. Private inquisitions were
tarted in every parish for their
neection; an 21l bhooks on bap-
ism, lately jmported, weré pro-
cribed. These enactments did not
iilence them; they still censured
Tenry’s church, and ridiculed all
is measures Of reformation.
trype says, ‘‘the Baptists pester-
d the church, and would openly
ispute their principles in public
laces.” From the general pardon
l‘_:mtod in 1539, the Baptists in
rison were exempted.

The Dutch Baptists still flocked
to England, and some few of
lese Donatists fresh dipped, as
uller the historian calls them,
iffered in Smith i
lelity., All anabaptistical books

ere again condcmned, and mag-
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§ tions. Soon afterwards he died in London,

Baptists, Greqt Britain
(Continued from page §ix)
the attention of Christians. Many
Baptists had openly and severely
censured the Protector’s line of
policy; and some of them were
suffering for their political philip-
pies. Cromwell’s resolve to Ie-
move all Baptists from his govern-
ment and army awgkened in the
veterans a kind of defiance; and
the officers sent him and his
council a memorjal of remon-
strance (1654). It asks if the Bap-
tists have not filleq his towns, cit-
ies, provinces, islands, castles, na-
vies, tents, armies, and court.
“Your council is not free; only we
have left you your temples for
yourself to worship jn, so that I
believe it will be a hard thing to

root them out” (Neal, v. 153).
Their influence was so consider-
able, that the Protector proposed
to admit the Baptist ministers
with the Episcopalian bishops into
the church; hut this they refused.
Finding he could not win them by
court favour, nor 'silence their

centuries by threats, he carried them in London 2
out his measures by removing in 1689 tp, reP” ar
them from all confidential situa- wards of 190 b

(1657), and in a short time Charles 14 7Tpe numb‘fl
II ascended the throne. This king eg leg the Bal’“
caused a retrograde movement of revolution (169 ve
fifty years (1662); after the loss gelyes into ¥ e of
of so much wealth and blood, the Qpe of the epiStleS

' sses &
advantages obtained were iati pre
g by a Association C)Iunwﬂ’ 7

rev
P rost

few -acts of parliament almost faetion in the
wholly neutralized. and peace whi¢”
The Baptists had to endure frials the churches. TP*
of the severest kind: they were subsided, parti€%* ric
flped, imprisoned, hbranded, and don Association:
dismembered. These cruelties were revived DY
were borne by many with heroic and proved a SP
patience. The Act of Nonconform- to the body.
ity added a few clergymen to our Though the
persuasion, but the societies rais- considerably di ‘
ed up under their ministry were tive points (1700)’ ,?
of a mixed character. The meas- forth, in the name of 0
ures proposed by the government, churches, a confesS¥
whether of leniency to seduce, or of Trinitarian 2 1
of severity to compel, did not ef- views. This was
fect their object. The noncon- check the Socinial
formists nobly withstood all Pro- ian doetrines which
posals of compromise. time (1704) threaten®
The Baptists, says Sir James munities, and which 12 ¢
Malckintosh, “suffered more than agitated, divided, d
any other under Charles II (be- the churches, Weaken rer
cause) they had publicly profess- in, and exposed tO the DPOW rith-
ed the principles of religious lib- high church principles from Vo
erty” (Hist. Revol). “The Ana- out, their situation became v £
baptists,” says Burnet, “were critical. Some of their pla-ce: (Q
men of virtue and universal char- worship were destroyed (1710 _) .
ity: they were from being on treat- ‘and some of the brethren wgze
ing terms with the church of Eng- harassed by petty actions for
land; so that nothing but a uni- teaching others.
versal toleration could make them  The threatening storm
capable of favour and employ- the London ministers; and they
ment.” invited the country churches 10
12. Dr. Wall says that during join with them in united prayer.
the reign of Charles II the Bap- This appeal to Heaven was TI€-
tists did not increase. Mr. Hutch- markably answered, and deliver-
inson states, that in 1676 they had ance was given in the time of
spread like a cloud over the Eng- ‘danger (1712); but after this seas-
lish horizon. They are stated from onable relief the churches se?tled
calculation to have been about ten into a profound slumber. Infidel-
thousand in and about London. In ity, Socinianism, and papacy now
1684 all their meetinghouses were spread far and wide. Collins at-
closed, and such measures were tacked Christianity on the ground
enacted as to place them in a of the unreasonzgbleness of infant
situation experienced just one hun- baptism (1724). His work made a
dred years before: but amidst great stir, and hirty-five answers
these plans of extirpation, the king were written.
died (1685). In the middh of this century
James II, who succeeded, was (VI50) i was dgeovered Wat &_h‘é
equally hostile to Protestants. An Baptist churches nad much dim-
ill-.concerted plan to relieve the inished in number since the revo-
country from these measures in- lution.
volved many dissenters in Somer- The modern guestion led to the
setshire and Dorsetshire but op- discussion of the nature and ex-

aroused

pression opened the way for a de-
liyerer in the person of the Prince
of Orange (1688). It has been com-
puted that between the Restora-
tion and the Revolution 70,000 per-
sons suffered on account of re-
ligion, 8,000 persons were destroy-
ed, and 12,000,000 pounds of money
paid in fines.

13. William III obtained for the
nonconformists the Toleration Act.
This act gave liberty to dissent.
The Baptist churches now increas-
ed considerably. “They are the
most numerous,” says Dr. Wall,
“of any sort of men that separate
from the establishment. In Essex,
Kent, Suffolk, Surrey, etc., there
are very few that make a separa-
tion from the church but they.
There are also great numbers of

tent of the invitations of the gos-
pel, the state of the heathen, and
the duty of Christians to evangel
ize them. The slavery question
was agitated (1780), and the Bap:
tists sent the first petition to par-
liament against this nefarious traf-
fic. Missionary societies were pro-
posed (1792), and Car¥ with
Thomas left for India. Steadmat,
of Broughton, and Saffery, of Sal-
isbury, led the way in itinerating
through the vyillages. From heir
report, the Home Mission Wis
proposed. Since that period the¥
have greatly increased. At
end of this century the BaP“f‘
churches in England amounted 0
326, and in Wales to 56. 3
In 1840 thejr number it E ngl;;
was about 1350, and i8 Wales ==




