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Let’s Go To Scheol

By H. Travis Hubbard

Going to a river or a lake to
catch fish, a wise fisherman carries
along more than one kind of bait.
He carries two or three kinds or
maybe more. If the fish refuse to
bite one kind of bait, the fisherman
reels in his line, puts on another
variety of bait, and makes another
cast. He tries one bait after another
until he discovers the one which
the fish will strike.

A preacher, too, is a fisherman
who strives to catch—not fish—but
men. And he needs several kinds of
bait. The sermons which he preaches
are his bait; and the preacher
should know his Bible so completely
that he can prepare various kinds of
sermons. If he cannot catch men
with one kind, he can try another.

A preacher, moreover, should
know his Bible as thoroughly as a
machine gunner knows his gun. In
world War II, the machine gunners
knew their weapons so well that,
in the darkness, they could take

together. They could perform this
operation in dense darkness; they
needed no light. In other words,
those gunners knew their guns from
beginning to end—knew e=ch piece
and where cach piece belonged, e-
ven on the darkest nights. They
did not have to guess, nor falter and
fumble. Since those men actually
knew their guns, they could handle
them expertly.

In this way, a preacher should
know his Bible. He should be so
completely acquainted with it that
he can analyze it verse by verse,
chapter by chapter and book by
bock. He should know how to di-
vide it rightly, and how fo use it

effectively against his opponents.
Young preacher, you receive this

knowledge in the Missionary Bap-
tist Institute. This is a school, in
which you are taught the Bible and
how to study the Bible yourself.
Furthermore, Uncle Sam, in the
last war, had battleships whose ar-
mor plating was so tough and un-
crackable that the heaviest Japa-
nese bombs failed to pierce it. The
bombs, released from the Jap planes
whistled through the air, clashed
against the ship and exploded; but
they could not tear open the armor.
A preacher, for his own protection,
should encase himself in an armor-
plate of this kind. For the devil is
constantly shooting shells or toss-
ing bombs at Baptist preachers.
And with your mind chock full of
Bible knowledge, young preacher,
you have this armor-plated protec-
tion. The devil may hurl, at you,
thousands ol heavy lkombs; but if
you really know your Bible, you
can stand and toss back a greater
number, blasting the Devil oul of
your path and coming out as victor.
Aren’t you coming to the Mission-
ary Baptist Instifute? Certainly, you
want to come! You want to give this
school the opportunity to incase you
in an armor plate which can with-
stand the bombing assaults of Satan.
Let nothing hinder you. Come on
(Continued on page 3)

FACTS CONCERNING
MISSISSIPPI BAPTISTS -

Reading the last minutes of the
Mississippi State Association, I no-
tice that the messengers requested
the Moderator to appoint a com-
mittee to dig up and prepare for
publication as much of the history
of Mississippi Baptists as possible.
To assist that committee, I have
found in my files a historical state-

ment written by Eld. J. Alvin’
Bester, of Poplarville, Miss.,, and
it was first published in “The

Candlestick” and it is reproduced
here because my recent tour of the
churches in Mississippi stirred up
recollections that may do all con-
cerned good. This should be cut
out and preserved in scrap books.
by the Mississippi brethren, and it
may assist that committee to do

what' was requested by the messen-
their guns apart and put them back

Bers wirtneasysessior o the State
Association: S

INTERESTING HISTORY
OF MISSIOCNARY BAPTISTS

By J. Alvin Rester

“In 1939, Elder J.E. Roberscon re-
quested me to write an article for
the Candlestick giving the facts con-
cerning the Missionary Baptists that
now compose the Mississippi State
Baptist Association. To give due cre-
dit to those who are responsible
for the organization of the Missis-
sippi State Baptist Association, I give
some of the outstanding facts. We
are now and have been the type of
Baptists that Christ was and of
such that He established His church,
and gave her the commission tg go
and preach the gospel.

There has been much said about
Baptist origin and continuity. But
we are the only people on earth
who can begin at the churches
here and trace back to the churches
of Apostolic time. Inv 1906, the old
Mississippi Association  celebrated
her one hundredth anniversary and |
too, this was the one hundredth
anniversary of the old Ebenezer’
Church where the Association was
held. (This was in Amite County.)

“All the churches of early origin
in Mississippi are the fruits of the
missionary efforts od the churches
from Tennessee and that section
which is now Louisiana. One of the
first preachers to preach in Mis-
issippi was Eld. Richard, Curtis, and
he was put in jail for preaching for
the law said, ‘that if more than
nine people were found together, it
was considered a disorderly assem-
]Jl‘\'.'

It is accepted by historians that
the first church to be organized in
Mississippi was Salem Church, a-
Lout cighteen miles from the pre-
sent city of Natchez, in the yeav
I'798. Two years later, New Hope
Church in Adams County and Be-
thel Church in Wilkerson County
were organized. In the years, 1805
and 1806, the Ebenezer Church and

lississippi Baptists

the statement that criticized the
Association as being organized in
“opposition to the state convention.”
The defense states that the Associ-
ation was organized in 1885 to sup-
ply destitution in the southern part
of the state, a long neglected terri-
tory.” (Leavell and Bailey, page
1357.) Quoting from same history
page 1362, quoting foy the year
1891, showing that our missionaries
were Elders, ‘Abner Walker, J. P.
Johnson, and G. W. Boyd. They had
also in thg Indian Field, Elders
Jackson, Johnson, Williamson, Baken
and Thomas. But in the year 1893,
there was a motion ‘recommending
that the Foreign Mission Board ot

the Southern Baptist Convention
set apart one Missionary to be sup-
ported in part or in whole by the
Association.” This was the enter-
Ing wedge that caused the churches

t_hat now compose the Mississippi
State Baptist sociati - lean

the ‘Old pGeneﬁ:zslboggs%gﬁtitgi. Jeoal\;;?
churches severed their relations in
part or in whole on or about the
year 1900. This severing of the re-
latxonshlg was because of turning
the Forglgn Mission work over to
or sending all funds through; the
Foreign Mission Board of the Sou-
thern Baptist Convention. Our
churches continued without a me-

dium of cooperation until 1908. In|
December of 1907, the General As-
sociation of America (now the A-
merican Baptist Association) met
with _thtle Rock, Arkansas. (At the
meeting, Brethren John Rogers, Bay
Springs, Miss., Dr. Harrelson, Syl-
verane, Miss, and Elder G. W
Boydg Laurel, Miss.,, attendeqd thié
association and were seated as vi-{

New Providence Church in Amite
County were organized. These were
the original five churches in the
Old Mississippi Association, in the
year 1806. Thus, it is seen that we
had a Regular Missionary Baptist
organization before the Southern
Baptist Convention, and eightf years
before the *‘Triennial Convention of
America.”

“The Ebenezer Church and - Old
Mt. Nebo Church are still doing
business for the Lord. These are the
first churches organized and the first
associations organized in the State
of Mississippi.

“Reading from ‘“Abstract History
of the Mississippi Baptists” we find
that Dr. J. R. Graves, who was pas-
tor of a church in New Orleans, La.
which was for some time in the
old Mississippi Association for two
years, 1864—1865, and it is refresh-
ing now to note that it was through
the WITUHE &f Dr. Graves probably,
that we received the nickname off
“Landmark” Baptists.

“0Old Mt. Nebo Church was organ-)
ized in, 1803. She has never been
affiliated with the Convention, nei-
ther has she ever failed to do MIS-)
SION WORK. She had been doing
business for the Lord eleven years
before there was a Baptist Con-
vention known on the earth. The
Triennial Convention of America
was organized in the year 1814, e-
leven years after the organization
of this church, and I repeat for the
sake of emphasis, that she has never
cooperated with the Convention
and she stands today as a {rue old-
fashioned Missionary Baptist Church:

“The churches oi early organiza-
{ions cooperated through the vari-
ous local Associations in mission
work until about the year 1853.

sitors. They publicly requested that
someone be sent to Mississippi to
bring the churches together in an

When the old General Association' organized capacit 4

S b 5 5anliz € y. Brother
of .South MIS_SISSlppl was organized | stated to the association, thlat liﬁyd
This association was organized of | had  associations in Mississi =
messengers from the churches com- (Landmark—now the Big Crgé)};’

posing the Harmony, Mt, Pisgah.
Pearl River, Biloxi, Ebernezer, Li-
berty and Bethlehem Associations.
This association continued in the
interest of mission work and through
her as our medium for state and
foreign work,

“Leavell and Bailey in their “His-
itory of Mississippi Baptists” list
the outstanding men of the oldg
General Association in the year 1874 |
when the body met with Union
Church in Smith County on the 24th |
of October, as Eld. James P. John- |
son, L.

and Red Creek) that could be used
as a nucleous fo begin the work.

“The General Association by
animous vote

un-

an lbnlterstate Missionary,
possible, do the work reque |
Bro. Bogard accepted the wgrksgiddl
came to Mississippi to attend a fifth
Sunclyy meeting at a church near
Purvis, Miss. Quoting from Brg Bo-
gard's record, ‘I arrived at Pu.rvis

Mississippi about 2 A.M. anq did not
have any money to get a heq or
breakfast, only ten cents in my po

ket, and knew no one. I went toptl‘f-
hotel and no one was up, butvg

and if

Anderson, N. L. Robertson, |
N. L. Clark, William Thigpen and|
J. L. Cochran. N. L.. Clark was pres-

ident, William Thigpen was Vice light was burning in the office, &

president, James P. Johnson, 2nd I 11’{.\' dowry on a lounge and l‘,estng

Vice—Pres.,, B. Thigpen, Secretary Until day. Then the train from Iy S

and P. T. Howse, Treasurer. rel pulled in bringing Breth?;;
“In 1886, quoting from the his- «{)’(’)hn SR‘)_%leljs and A. J. Boyd from

tory we find the General Associa- ldy brings and Louin respective.

tion defending a misrepresentation L"""anfl‘B"O“wl‘ Boyd paid for my

historical statement made in Preakfast, and after

: breakfa
wagon came in to take ug 0181% tca)‘
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in a
Cathearts Baptist Encyclopedia. This
correction was made in defense of
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- their guns apart anda put ulicill Datn
together. They could perform this
operation in dense darkness; they
needed no light. In other words,
those gunners knew their guns from
beginning to end—knew e=ch piece
and where cach piece belonged, e-
ven on the darkest nights. They
did not have to guess, nor falter and
fumble. Since those men actually
knew their guns, they could handle
thern expertly.

In this way, a preacher should
know his Bible. He should be so
completely acquainted with it that
he can analyze it verse by verse,
chapter by chapter and book by
bock. He should know how to di-
vide it rightly, and how to use it
effectively against his oppounents.
Young preacher, you receive this
knowledge in the Missionary Bap-
tist Institute. This is a school, in
which you are taught the Bible and
how to study the Bible yourself.

Furthermore, Uncle Sam, in the
last war, had battleships whose ar-
mor plating was so tough and un-
crackable that the heaviest Japa-
nese bombs failed to pierce it. The
bombs, released from the Jap planes
whistled through the air, clashed
against the ship and exploded; but
they could not tear open the armor.

A preacher, for his own protection,
should encase himself in an armor-
plate of this kind. For the devil is
constantly shooting shells or toss-
ing bombs at Baptist preachers.
And with your mind chock-full of
Bible knowledge, young preacher,
you have this armor-plated protec-
tion. The devil may hurl, at you,
thousands of heavy bkombs; but if
you really know your Bible, you
can stand and toss back a greater
number, blasting the Devil oul of
your path and coming out as vicfor.

Aren’t you coming to the Mission-
ary Baptist Instifute? Certainly, you
want to come! You want to give this
school the opportunity to incase you
in an armor plate which can with-
stand the bombing assaults of Satan.

Let nothing hinder you. Come on

(Continued on page 3)
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INTERESTING HISTORY
OF MISSIONARY BAPTISTS

By J. Alvin Rester

“In 1939, Elder J.E. Roberson re-
quested me to write an article for
he Candlestick giving the facts con-
cerning the Missionary Baptists that
now compose the Mississippi State
Baptist Association. To give due cre-
dit to those who are responsible
for the organization of the Missis-
sippi State Baptist Association, I give
some of the outstanding facts. We
are now and have been the type of
Baptists that Christ was and of
such that He established His church,
and gave her the commission to go
and preach the gospel.

There has been much said about
Baptist origin and continuity. But
we are the only people on earth
who can begin at the churches
here and trace back to the churches
of Apostolic time. Irv 1906, the old
Mississippi  Association  celebrated
her one hundredth anniversary and

too, this was the one hundredth
anniversary of the old Ebenezer

Church where the Association was
held. (This was in Amite County.)

“All the churches of early origin
in Mississippi are the fruits of the
missionary efforts odé the churches
from Tennessee and that section
which is now Louisiana. One of the
_first preachers to preach in Mis-
issippi was Eld. Richard Curtis, and
he was put in jail for preaching for
the law said, ‘that if more than
nine people were found together, it
I\\ius considered a disorderly assem-
31y

It is accepted by historians that
the first church to be organized in
Mississippi was Salem Church, a-
Fout ecighteen miles from the pre-
sent city of Natchez, in the year
1798. Two years later, New Hope
Church in Adams County and Be-
thel Church in Wilkerson County
were organized. In the years, 1805
and 1806, the Ebenezer Church and

|

the writing oix Ur. Graves plobably,
that we received the nickname off
“Landmark” Baptists.

“0ld Mt. Nebo Church was organ-
ized in, 1803. She has never been
affiliated with the Convention, nei-
ther has she ever failed to do MIS-
SION WORK. She had been doing
business for the Lord eleven years
before there was a Baptist Con-f
vention known on the earth. The/
Triennial Convention of Americal
was organized in the year 1814, e-
leven years after the orgamzatlon\
of this church, and I repeat for the
sake of emphasis, that she has never
cooperated with the Convention
and she stands today as a true old-
fashioned Missionary Baptist Church.

“The churches oj early organiza-
{ions cooperated through the vari-
ous local Associations in mission
work until about the year 1853.
When the old General Association)
of South Mississippi was organized
This association was organized of |
messengers from the churches com-
posing the Harmony, Mt, Pisgah.

' Pearl River, Biloxi, Ebernezer, Li-

berty and Bethlehem Associations.
This association continued in the
interest of mission work and through
her as our medium for state and
foreign work.

“Leavell and Bailey in their “His-
itory of Mississippi Baptists” list
the outstanding men of the oldg
General Association in the year 1874 {
when the body met with Union‘,
Church in Smith County on the 24th |
of October, as Eld. James P. John- |
son, I. Anderson, N. L. Robertson, |
N. L. Clark, William Thigpen and;
J. L. Cochran. N. L. Clark was pres-

ident, William Thigpen was Vice
president, James P. Johnson, 2nd

Vice—Pres., B. Thigpen, Secretary
and P. T. Howse, Treasurer.

“In 1886, quoting from the his-
tory we find the General Associa-
tion defending a misrepresentation
in a historical statement made in
Cathecarts Baptist Encyclopedia. This
correction was made in defense of
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the ‘Old General Association. Our
churches severed their relations in
part or in whole on or about the
year 1900. This severing of the re-
lationship was because of turning
the Foreign Mission work over to
or sending all funds through; the
Foreign Mission Board of the Sou-
thern Baptist Convention. Our
churches continued without a me-
dium of cooperation until 1908. In]
December of 1907, the General As- |
sociation of America (now the A-
merican Baptist Association) met1
with _thtle Rock, Arkansas. (At the \
meeting, Br‘ethren John Rogers, Bay
Springs, Miss,, Dr. Harrelson, Syl-
verane, Miss,, and Elder G. W.
Boyd! I__.aurel, Miss., attended this
association and were seated as vi-
sitors. They publicly requested that
secmeone be sent to Mississippi to
bring the churches together in an
organized capacity. Brother Boyd
stated to the association that they
had  associations in Mississippi
(Landmark—now the Big Creek’
and Red Creek) that could be used
as a nucleous to begin the work.
“The General Association by un-
animous vote requested Elder Ben
M. Bogard to go to Mississippi as
an, .lntcrstate- Missionary, and if
possible, do the work requested. /
Bro. Bogard accepted the work and
came to Mississippi to attend a fifth
Sund_ay meeting at a church near
Purvis, Miss. Quoting from Bro. Bo-
_ga.rd‘.s record, ‘I arrived at Purvis
Mississippi about 2 A.M. and did not
have any money to get a bed or
breakfast, only ten cents in my poc-
ket, and knew no one. I went to the
hotel and no one was up, but a
light was burning in the off’ice and
1 lay down on a lounge and r,ested
until day. Then the train from Lau-
rel pulled in bringing Brethre
John Rogers and A. J. Boyd fromn
Bay Springs and Louin respective
ly, and Brother Boyd paiq for m-
breakfast, and after breakfast 3’
wagon came in to take us out to

(Please turn page)
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MISSISSIPPI BAPTISTS
(Continued from page 1)
the meeting; from that I made the
work finance itself’

“Brother Bogard preached four
sermons at this meeting in the last
of December, 1907, and outlined
the work, looking to the organiza-
tion of the Mississippi State Asso-
ciation. The messengers at this meet-
ing voted to have, if possible, a
State Association, and the messen-
gers from Bay Springs agreed to go
home and have the Bay Springs
Church call for such a meeting to
ba held in the spring following.
The messengers at the fifth Sun-
day meeting agreed to route Bro.
Bogard through the southern part
of Mississippi; he was to go from
churel{ to church, and advocate the
organization.

“Quoting again from Bro. Bogard’s
record, ‘During January 1908, I visi-
ted and preached in 44 churches
and schoolhouses, and at each place
announced that there would be a
meeting at Bay Springs in the
spring to organize a State Associa-
tion.” and so fawy as possible, he got
these churches to agree to send mes-
sengers to Bay Springs for that pur-
pose and the majority did. During
the month of January, Bro. Bogard’s
record shows that he collected
$107.43 above expenses, thus more
than paying the salary promised
by the General Association.

“Bro. Bogard’s record shows that
in February and March he preached
in 16 churches, and held a debate
with a Mormon at Van Cleve, Miss.
preached 87 sermons and collected
$75.00 above expenses. While Dr.
Bogard was thus working, he had
the assistance of {he preachers
and many outstanding layman in
central and south Missiszippi. These
brethren labored unceasingly for
the prmg'mg together of the chur-
ches in Mississippl. While the preach-
ers preached and advertised the
meeting, the laymen were also en-
gaged in stirring up the churches
to the necessity of a medium of
cooperation, thus it was that the
churches were made ready for the
organization. So, in answer to the
invitation extended by the Mt. Ne-

bo Church of Bay Springs, the
messengers met on November 217,
1908.

«Phe first officers to serve the as-
sociation were Elder Abner Walker,
Moderator; Asst. Moderators, Eld.
M. Walters, Brethren E. B. Cox,.
Clerk; F. H. Bush, Asst. Clerk; S.
F. Thigpen, Treasurer; J. C. Rogers,
Asst. 1Treasurer.

“From the very beginning of the
association, they were missionary in
spirit and in practice. And from the
organization until this present date,
this association has been doing mis-
sion work on the Bible plan, sup-
porting fully and freely every phase
of the work taught in the Word of
God

“There has not been a year since
the organization that the association
has not maintained in the mission
work by keeping men actively en-
gaged on the state field. Also, the
churches have actively supported
the interstate and foreign mission
through our national bodies, to wit:
The American Baptist Association
(successor to the Old General As-
sociation of America.)

“We are happy in the work and
extend to all Regular Missionary
Baptist Churches an invitation to
join us in the furtherance of the
gospel of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

Mississippi Baptist
State Association

The Miss. Baptist State Associa-
tion held its THIRTY-EIGHTH an-
nual session with the Big Creek
Church, Laurel, Mississippi, last Oct-
ober. This was vividly brought to my
mind as I recently made a tour in
Southern Mississippi. I read the
minutes and refreshed my memories
of by-gone years.

Thirty-nine years ago, the old Gen-
eral Association (now called the A-
merican Baptist Association) met in
North Little Rock, Arkansas. There
came from Mississippi, Brother John
Rogers of Bay Springs, and Dr. Har-
relson of Sylvirna, and they came
pleading for help to organize a
State Association in Mississippi, and
the |messengers recommended Eld.
Ben M. Bogard to go to Mississippi,
for the purpose of organizing the
Mississippi ~ State Association. He
went as missionary from the First
Baptist Church, North Little Rock
and was recommended by the mes-
sengers for support. He began his
work at a fifth Sunday meeting at
a church a few miles out from Purvis.

The brethren at that fifth Sunday
meeting arranged a series of ap-
pointments for Bogard and several
brethren took him to these appoint-
ments. Brother Matthew Broadus
showed him all over the extreme
southern part of the state and Bro-
ther Andrew Boyd showed him all
over the section just above the ex-
treme southern part of the state.
Then came Brother Marion Walters
who showed him all about in the
section of the state of which Bay
Springs, Laurel and Louin are the
centers. He spent NINE SOLID

WEEKS on that trip and preached
practically cvery day, and part of

the time, twice a day, until he had
been heard in about fifty churches
in the Southern part of the state.

It was decided by the brethren
who were at the fifth Sunday meet-
ing that a State Association would
be organized at Bay Springs, as soon
as the messengers from the churches
were elected for that purpose, and it
was tentatively agreed that the or-
ganization would be started the first
week in May, as I now remember.
Everywhere Bogard went, he asked
the churches to elect messengers to
go to Bay Springs for that purpose.
THEY WENT and they organized
THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO. Af-
ter the organization of the State As-
sociation, Bogard went into NORTH
MISSISSIPPI and made a tour tel-
ling what had been done, and he or-
ganized the church at Hatley, and an-
other church at Ford’s Well and vi-
sited several other churches, en-
couraging the churches to represent
in the next session of the Associa-
tion. Thus, it can be seen that the
Mississippi State Association was or-
ganized by the missionary of the
General Association.

Several times since then, Bogard
has made trips to Mississippi at the
invitation of the churches. He has
held SEVEN DEBATES in that
great state and it has always been a
joy to go there. Such is the origin
and a partial statement of the Miss-
issippi State Association. The chur-
ches there have a wonderful oppor-
tunity and it is hoped that de-
signing men may not destroy the
great opportunity.

RECENT TRIP TO MISSISSIPPI

Dropping the third person method

of reporting, I will speak in the
first person about the recent trip be-
cause the brethren, and churches as
such, were wonderfully good to me.

ELDER J. E. ROBERSON
MY BISHOP

Baptists do not have bishops, but
he was really my voluntary bishop
(OVERSEER) while I went from
church to church with him. He con-
veyed me to Union Church near
Lucedale where he is the much ap-
preciated pastor for half time. Then
we went to New Home Church across
the line in Alabama, where he is al-
so half time pastor. While in Ala-
bama, we ran over to Citronelle,
and at these churches, I was treated
so well that I almost wished I could
live with them. No man stands high-
er in their estimation than does J.
E. Roberson. Here is a picture that
shows how this great preacher looks.

fall in and help Brother Roberson?
IS IT BECAUSE SOME MEN TRY
TO DESTROY WHAT THEY CAN-
NOT CONTROL? The proposed
“SEMINARY” that will be in oppo-
sition to the Bible School at Per-
kinston cannot secure more efficient
teachers than the one Brother Rob-

erson is leading in. The NEW MOVE
does not have a man who can match
Roberson’s scholarship. O! I see! The
NEW SCHOOL will be JOINTLY
OWNED! That will make the teach-
ers know more and teach better. It
would be better to TRY A JOINTLY
OWNED AMERICAN BAPTIST PA-
PER first and see how it works—-
then would be time for the'JOINTLY
OWNED SCHOOL—pardon me, I
mean “SEMINARY. Talk about a
‘SEMINARY” when there is not a
seminary scholar in the whole
bunch who can be secured as teach-
er. Selah! Then who will be the

Elder J. E. Roberson

Brother Roberson is a well edu-
cated man, having graduated from
Mississippi College with DISTINC-
TION. He taught in the Mississippi
High Schools for twenty years, and
he was Superintendent of Educa-
tion in the county where he lives
for eight years. He is therefore, a
well qualified school man and his
excellent wife is also an experienced
teacher in the public schools, and it
was a pleasure, rarely experienced,
to spend some time in their excel-
lent home. Their older children are
well educated and a cultured daugh-
ter, whose scientific cooking I shall
not soon forget, made my stay a de-
light. Brother Roberson is editor and
manager of “The Candlestick” an ex-
cellent paper with the widest cir-
culation of any Baptist paper in Miss-
issippi. I wish the reader might send
him a dollar and subscribe for this
good paper. The address is Eld. J. E.
Roberson, Wiggins, Mississippi, and
he will send you “The Candlestick”
It will keep you informed concerning
Mississippi work.

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL STARTED

Brother Roberson brought me to
Wiggins and Perkinston, Mississippi,
where I enjoyed preaching to good
congregations and saw _the new
building, nearing completion, where
the new Bible School will be loca-
ted in a quarter of a mile from the
Mississippi Junior College, where the
“tnidante ran comblete their literary

JOINT OWNERS? Tt is CERTAIN
the American Baptist Association
will not have it. Itisalmostequally
certain that the Mississippi State
Association will mot have it, be-
cause a majority down that way
will favor other schools, especially
the one at Perkinston. Shall the bre-
thren be harassed and the fellow-
ship disturbed by this “SEMINARY”
stuff? The ones who are advocating
the “SEMINARY” never built any-
thing, but some of them are won-
derful at trying to “TAKE OVER
AND CONTROL what others have
established. We shall see what we
shall see. I will be watching and will
report the results, whether good or
bad, because the Searchlight pub-
lishes the news—turns on the light—
whether good or bad. -

My last stop in Mississippi was at
Paramount Church, where Eld. To-
ney is the efficient pastor. He is
there for half time and gives the o-
ther half of his time to Sunflower,
the good church near Perkinston. I
have been twice before to Para-
mount and I note wonderful im-
provement in every way. They treat-
ed me so well I really wanted to
stay there. Brother Toney is an able
young preacher and bids fair for the
future.

FROM MISSISSIPPI INTO
LOUISIANA

Eld. J. E. Moore, the efficient pas-
tor at Wiggins, Mississippi, drove me
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Bogard was thus working, he had
the assistance of the preachers
and many outstanding layman in
central and south Missiszippi. These
brethren labored unceasingly for
the bringing together of the chur-
ches in Mississippi. While the preach-
ers preached and advertised the
meeting, the laymen were also en-
gaged in stirring up the churches
to the necessity of a medium of
cooperation, thus it was that the
churches were made ready for the
organization. So, in answer to the
invitation extended by the Mt. Ne-
bo Church of Bay Springs, the
messengers met on November 27,
1908.

“The first officers to serve the as-
sociation were Elder Abner Walker,
Moderator; Asst. Moderators, EId.
M. Walters, Brethren E. B. Cox,.
Clerk; ¥. H. Bush, Asst. Clerk; S.
F. Thigpen, Treasurer; J. C. Rogers,
Asst. Treasurer.

“From the very beginning of the
association, they were missionary in
spirit and in practice. And from the
organization until this present date,
this association has been doing mis-
sion work on the Bible plan, sup-
porting fully and freely every phase
of the work taught in the Word of
God

“There has not been a year since
the organization that the association
has not maintained in the mission
work by keeping men actively en-
gaged on the state field. Also, the
churches have actively supported
the interstate and foreign mission
through our national bodies, to wit:
The American Baptist Association
(successor to the Old General As-
so‘cmtion of America.)

‘We are happy in the work and
extend to all Regular Missionary
qutlst Churches an invitation to
JoIn us in the furtherance of the
gospel of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

“This article is sent forth without
malice, or the intention of doing
any person an injustice, but to set
forth fa.cts to help correct the erro-
neous idea that we, the Regular
Missionary Baptists are something
new, and to set forth the fact that
Wwe are doing business for the Lord
many years before the conventions
as such were known. Then further,
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who showed him all about in the
section of the state of which Bay
Springs, Laurel and Louin are the
centers. He spent NINE SOLID
WEEKS on that trip and preached
practically every day, and part of

the time, twice a day, until he had
been heard in about fifty churches
in the Southern part of the state.

It was decided by the brethren
who were at the fifth Sunday meet-
ing that a State Association would
be organized at Bay Springs, as soon
as the messengers from the churches
were elected for that purpose, and it
was tentatively agreed that the or-
ganization would be started the first
week in May, as I now remember.
Everywhere Bogard went, he asked
the churches to elect messengers to
8o to Bay Springs for that purpose.
THEY WENT and they organized
THIRTY-EIGHT YEARS AGO. Af-
ter the organization of the State As-
sociation, Bogard went into NORTH
MISSISSIPPI and made a tour tel-
ling what had been done, and he or-
ganized the church at Hatley, and an-
other church at Ford’s Well and vi-
sited several other churches, en-
couraging the churches to represent
In the next session of the Associa-
tiqn.' Thus, it can be seen that the
Mlsgxssippi State Association was or-
ganized by the missionary of the
General Association.

Several times since then, Bogard
has made trips to Mississippi at the
invitation of the churches. He has
held SEVEN DEBATES in that
great state and it has always been a
joy to go there. Such is the origin
and.a partial statement of the Miss-
issippi State Association. The chur-
ches there have a wonderful oppor-
tunity and it is hoped that de-
signing men may not destroy the
great opportunity.

RECENT TRIP TO MISSISSIPPI
Dropping the third person method

to acquaint the Baptists of Mississ-
ippi with the truth as to those tak-
ing the lead in bringing intp being
the Mississippi State Association,
and to give due credit and recogni-
tion to those outside of our state
who gave of their time and means
in this endeavor.

—J. Alvin Rester.

Elder J. E. Roberson

Brother Roberson is a well edu-
cated man, having graduated from
Mississippi College with DISTINC-
TION. He taught in the Mississippi
High Schools for twenty years, and
he was Superintendent of Educa-
tion in the county where he lives
for eight years. He is therefore, a
well qualified school man and his
excellent wife is also an experienced
teacher in the public schools, and it
was a pleasure, rarely experienced,
to spend some time in their excel-
lent home. Their older children are
well educated and a cultured daugh-
ter, whose scientific cooking I shall
not soon forget, made my stay a de-
light. Brother Roberson is editor and
manager of “The Candlestick” an ex-
cellent paper with the widest cir-
culation of any Baptist paper in Miss-
issippi. I wish the reader might send
him a dollar and subscribe for this
good paper. The address is Eld. J. E.
Roberson, Wiggins, Mississippi, and
he will send you “The Candlestick”
It will keep you informed concerning
Mississippi work.

NEW BIBLE SCHOOL STARTED

Brother Roberson brought me to
Wiggins and Perkinston, Mississippi.
where I enjoyed preaching to good
congregations and saw the new
building, nearing completion, where
the new Bible School will be loca-
ted in a quarter of a mile from the
Mississippi Junior College, where the

students can complete their literary
education while they study the Bi-
ble, under the efficient teachers con-
nected with Brother Roberson. It
is indeed strange that just as Rober-
son is leading in completing the
building with teachers engaged te
do the teaching, that a movement
was started in Laurel to establish
another school! Why not all parties

JOINT OWNERS? Tt is CERTAIN
the American Baptist Association
will not have it. Itisalmost equally
certain that the Mississippi State
Association will not have it, be-
cause a majority down that way
will favor other schools, especially
the one at Perkinston. Shall the bre-
thren be harassed and the fellow-
ship disturbed by this “SEMINARY”
stuff? The ones who are advocating
the “SEMINARY” never built any-
thing, but some of them are won-
derful at trying to “TAKE OVER
AND CONTROL what others have
established. We shall see what we
shall see. I will be watching and will
report the results, whether good or
bad, because the Searchlight pub-
lishes the news—turns on the light—
whether good or bad.

My last stop in Mississippi was at
Paramount Church, where Eld. To-
ney is the efficient pastor. He is
there for half time and gives the o-
ther half of his time to Sunflower,
the good church near Perkinston. I
have been twice before to Para-
mount and I note wonderful im-
provement in every way. They treat-
ed me so well I really wanted to
stay there. Brother Toney is an able
young preacher and bids fair for the
future.

FROM MISSISSIPPI INTO
LOUISIANA

Eld. J. E. Moore, the efficient pas-
tor at Wiggins, Mississippi, drove me
to Bogalusa, Louisiana. Brother
Moore is a first class young preacher
and those who know him best, speak
most favorably of him. At Bogalusa,
he turned me over to Brother J. M.
Stuart. In Louisiana, Brother Stuart
is a tremendous power. Some
down there, think there are only SIX
preachers, and that Brother Stuart
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