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Al{nosl all the Anti-papist de-
nominations date, either directly
or indir¢ctly, from the Reforma-

. tion of the sixtcenth century. The

. Protestant Episcopal, Lutheran,
.. and Presbyterian churches, came
., out from the Roman Catholic

church, and the Mecthodist Episco-
pal chur¢h came from the Protest-
ant Episgopal church,

The Baptists, however, do not

: date from the Reformation. Though
» Anti-papists, they are not, in the

technical and historical sensec of
the wor¢l, *Protestants,” though
they havi ever protested, and do
now protest, against the heresies
and aborpinations of the Romish
church. !

Just hefore His ascension, Jesus
said to lHis disciples: “All power’
is given ynty me in heaven and in
earth. Gp ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teach-
ing thein to observe all things
whatsoeyer | have commanded
you: and, lp 1 am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.
Amen’’ (Matt. 28:18-20). Mark
adds, “/He that believeth and is

baptized, shall be saved; but he

that beljeveth not shall be damn-
ed’’ (Murk 16:15,16).

The requirements of this Divine’

Commission, are:

1..To preach the gospel to all’

_pations, | : Syt o ouR e ?
? 2. To baptize those who believe.
: 3. To |cach those who believe to

' observe all things whatsoever.

* Christ commanded.

This the apostles did. That the
+ churche; they founded were be-

" lieved to be composed of regener-
:_aled persons, is evident from the
‘fact thyt they addressed or re-

y foerred jo them as “believers,” b

{-**gaints,” “‘quickened,” ‘‘the faith-
i ful,” “the redeemed,’” “the sancti-

;ﬂ_od.“ *the saved,” etc. The apos-

v

"had no magnificent
. gorgeously arrayed priesthood, no
" prescribed ritual, no splendid re-
* ligious shows, no pomp of music,
. no parade of images and paint-
< ings.”

ORIGIN OF THE BAPTISTS

+tolie' churéhes were also independ-
« ent bodies; that is, scparate from

the State and from ecach other, .
, and self-governed. They are spok--

_en of individually as, ‘‘the church
at Jerusalem,’” “‘the church at An-

: tioch,”” ‘“the church at Smyrna.””

They are spoken of collectively as,
*she churches,’”” ‘‘the churches of
Macedonia,”” “‘the churches of
Asia,” “‘all the churches.”

They are represcnted as clecting

their own officers, admitting, ex-.
pelling, and restoring members, .
and acting as distinct, independent

‘bodies.

There is a remarkable similarity‘

“between the apostolic churches
" and the Baptist churches of today,
" in their modes and forms of wor-
* ship.
: The apostolic churches were dis-
" tinguished for the plainness and
simplicity of their worship. “They
cathedrals,

Quietly, and unostentatiously

i they met in some ‘‘upper room,”
: or other humble sanctuary, to sing,
' to pray, to read and expound the
¢ Scriptures, and to exhort one an-
", other to faithfulness in the Chris-
" tian life.

The Baptists claim to have de-

\ gcended from the apostles.

It is true that the line of descent

* cannot be traced. Like a river,

that now and then in its course is

 lost under the surface of the

" ground, and then makes its ap-
" pearance again, the Baptists claim
. that, from the days of the apostles

until the present time, there have
, not been wanting those persons,

-
.

i

. either separately or collected into -

churches, and known under differ- |

ent names, who, if now living,
{ would be universally recognized as
Bapusts. : " biad
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Since the origin of the Baptists,
long and eventful ages have elaps-
ed. Some of them were ages of ig-
norance and darkness. Men were
afraid to speak or to write — al-
most to think. The principles for
which the Baptists conterided were.
fiercely denounced as heresy and

_ treason. Tp speak, was to be hush-

ed in deyth. Had they not been
immortal, all vestiges of them,

3 save in the records of courts and

councils, would have perished.
) Their existence and continuity can

_ be traced down the ages by ‘‘the.

stains of their martyr's blood, and
the light of their martyr's fires.”
Since the days of the apostles,
they have come to the surface in
the Novarians, the Donatists, the
Paulicians, the Paterines, the va-
rious communities of Waldenses,
 the so-cajled Anabaptists of Ger-
many, the Mennonites, or Dutch
Baptists, the Baptists of England;
@ and are scen today in the Bap-
tists distributed all over the world.
¢ Cramp says: “When Luther blew
¢ the trumpet of religious freedom,
¢ the Baptists came out of their hid-
a ing places to share in the general
¢ gladness, and to take part in the
a conflict.”
+ The Baptists have suffered, in
¢ common with other Christian de-
, nominatiens, at the hands of wick-
3 ed rulers, and of the Roman hier-
v archy. They have also suffered by
s themselves for their peculiar views
¢ as Baptjsts, at the hands of Luth-
+ erans, Lpiscopalians, Presbyte-
rians, and Congregationalists; and
for no one thing more than their
rejection of infant baptism. In Ger-
many they were plundered, thrust
-into dungeons, banished, and num-
. bers of them beheaded or burned
alive. Tosrture was frequently em-
ployed to wring from the sufferers
the names and abodes of their as-
sociates, or to force them to re-
_ nounce tpe faith. In Switzerland,
in 1526, i} was ordered that if any
' baptized others, or submitted to
baptism (re-baptism, they called
. it), they should be drowned with-
. out mercy. Many Baptist ministers
were drowned; and they held their
meetings in secret, in the woods,
and under cover of the night. Fi-
nally, they left the country in large
numbers going to Moravia, where,

—~—

; for a season, they were tolerated;

~ but, at length a law was passed

 expelling them, and they left, some

| going to Hungary some to Transyl-
vania, some to Wallachia, and oth-
ers to Poland.

In the Nctherlands, the hand of

. oppression was heavy on the Bap-

* gists. In 1532, three were burned
at the Hague. By edicts, published

* jn the following year, all persons
were forbidden to harbor Baptist

_preachers in Holland; and Baptists

i refusing to recant were to be slain.
The torture was constantly resort-
ed to. The victims were stretched

_on the rack, or thumb-screws were
employed, or a similar instrument
applied to the ankles. No regard
was paid to sex, station, or age.
Under Bloody Mary, a good pro-
portion of the martyr blood that
flowed was from the veins of Bap-
tists; and many passed to Heaven
through the fire.

In the early settlements of Amer-
ica, Church and State were united
by law, and the Church sustained
by taxation and State appropria-
tions in Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, and Virginia; and persecutions
against Dissenters were violeng.
and severe.

Though persecuted by others, the
Baptists have never persecuted.
They have always opposed the un-
fon of Church and State. In Vire
ginia, in 1784, when they had al-
most conquered in their struggle
for. religious freedom, a compro-
mise was proposed in the form of
the famous ‘‘Assessment Bill.”

Every one was to be taxed to
support religion; but to have the
liberty of saying to which denomie
nation his tax was to be applied.
The Baptists saw that this wa$
‘an alliance of Church and State
“and opposing it, secured its dey
feat. }

In Georgia, in 1785, a law fod
the establishment and support 0*
religion was actually passed,
through the influence of the Epis¢
copalians. It embraced all denomie
nations, and gave all equal privs
ileges; but the same ycar, the
Baptists remonstrated against it,
sent two messengers to the Legige -
lature, and it was promptly repeals |
ed. The first modern treatise ever
written upon ‘“Religious Liberty,™"
was by Leonard Busher, a Buptist,
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The Baplists have not oply beent*
the firm friends of ‘‘Religious Liba*

‘erty,” but of “Civil Liberty’ as °

well.

Thomas Jefferson had much ta
do in shaping the government of’
Virginia, and of the United States. "
He was not a Baptist, but he was

" brought up in close relajions to

them; and about ten yearg before

'the Revolution, he attended, for
~ several months, the meetings of a

small Baptist church near Monti<
cello, his county secat, and becam
much interested in their church '

" government; and declared (hat it

was the only true democracy ex- '
isting in the world; and that he be- '
lieved it would be the best plan of -
government for the American Col-

' onies.

A National Constitution for the_
United States was adopted in 1787,
Its provisions were satisfactory sa

“far as they went; but many felt®
. that ‘‘Religious Liberty” was not".
‘ sufficiently guarded. The Baptis¢

. of this important omission, and,

General Committee of Virginia, in
1788, expressed their disapproval

after consultation with James Mad-
ison, they wrote to President Wash.
ington, saying, that they feared .
that liberty of conscience, dearey
to them than property or life, wag _
not sufficiently guarded in the Con- .
stitution. Washington sent a kind .

‘and encouraging reply, and in the

very next month, Virginia proposed, .
that immortal “First Amendment”;

“to the Constitution of the United
lSzates:

**Congress shall make no law re-. -

' specting an establishment of relb-

gion, or prohibiting the free exerw .
cise thereof, or ahridging the free- °
dom of speech or of the pr ess, o'
the right of the people pc.aceably
to assemble and petition the gOoVe
ernment for a redress of grievs .

ances.” g p
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