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By L. S. Walker
THE BAPTISTS COME TO THE MISSISSIPPI COUNTRY

About the end of the Seven Years War in 1763, France had lost
most of her New World possessions, and Mississippi, as a British
colony, came to be dominated by Anglo-Saxons. Hardy settlers from
the older states , attracted by the promise of rich lands in the
new southwest, made the perilous journey overland, and down the
Holston, the Teﬁkssee, the Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, braved
the dangers of é}avel on the Natchez Trace, and were attacked by
Indians time and again before arriving at their Promised Land.

Here the Indians were a constant threat, and when Catholic Spain
succeeded England in controll of the Mississippi Country, rigid
religious laws strictly prevented Baptist and Protestant settlers

from holding services. Nevertheless, these early Americans to

whom religious freedom was an inalienable right, drove a strongzﬁﬁﬂph/‘f
Baptist beliefs and Protestantism into the previously Catholic

society, and with their Bible in their hands and hearts, swinging

their handy axe, they cut, hewed and constructed crude but stprdy

homes in the wilderness. Here they cleared and planted, and began

a new life,

The Baptists, led by a strong and zealous young preacher by
the name of Richard Curtis, Jr., later organized the first Baptist
church in Mississippi in 1791. From that time forward the Baptist
faith flourished in Mississippi, and the first association was
organized in 1806 with five of the six churches then organized
in the Natchez Country of the Mississippi Territory.

Exactly when the first Baptists may have arrived in the Miss-
issippi Country is not known for certain. The first Baptist settle-
ment noted as a matter of record in what is now Mississippi, was
a group who migrated from the Great Pee Dee River Valley section
of South Carolina in the year 1780. These included Richard Curtis, sr,,
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